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HAVA GO FOOD & WINE
E A T ,  D R I N K  A N D  B E  M E R R Y

Buster the Bruncher spoon ratings
 – excellent food and service 

  – you must go!
  – overall good food and service well worth a visit!

– reasonably good food and service but could make some improvements. 
  – food and service needs improvement. 

  – would not recommend.

by Buster the bruncher

WE stroll past rows of 
sprouting carrots, spring 
onions, rocket, pars-
ley and dill, relishing the 
earthy, farm-like smells.

Brunch buddy, Profes-
sor Ken, and I have brunch 
on our minds and we’re 
headed for genuine organ-
ic produce, plucked o   the 
same city patch.

We are on the fringe of 
the city, cheek-by-jowl 
with Claisebrook Station, 
just two stops from Perth 
Central. This is about as 
close as you can get to 
farm life without being on 
a farm.

City Farm turned 30 last 
year with a makeover that 
is a credit to its creators 
and its army of dedicated 
volunteers.

In a delightful, freshly 

swept, barn-like environ-
ment, we take a table in 
the café which o  ers gen-
erous undercover seating 
and expansive spaces 
outdoors for eating alfres-
co.

The vine-clinging and 
plant-lined environment 
includes barns resembling 
stables, a rustic o   ce, toi-
lets and mural-smeared 
walls, plus a pruned mul-
berry tree and a healthy  g 
tree.

City Farm is ideal for 
all-ages. There’s open 
spaces, gardens and farm-
like attractions for kids to 
explore while adults mull 
over co  ee and cakes or 
meals.

For brunch, a single 
meal size would serve two 
adults. Nourishment and 
nutrition are key themes 
at City Farm and culinary 

creativity dominates.
We opt for wild-caught 

smoked salmon crumpets 
– homemade crumpets, 
mushrooms, dill cream 
cheese and onion spread, 
smoked salmon, pickled 
fennel & cucumber, soft 
poached egg with crispy 
capers ($29).

A bowl of bircher muesli 
came next – apple and 
coconut bircher, vanilla 
yoghurt, roasted seasonal 
fruits, cinnamon granola, 

City Farm’s own honey 
with freshly-picked mint 
($20) – sweet and fresh.

A cacao chocolate 
milkshake was a disap-
pointment – especially for 
the price ($11) – with the 
chocolate taste barely dis-
cernible.

A better drink was green 
elixir – zucchini, ginger, 
mixed greens, spirulina, 
apple and lemon (a prince-
ly $10).

With a couple of large 

black co  ees ($11.20), we 
shared a brownie ($7.50) 
from their appealing, mod-
est range of cakes. Total 
bill: $86.56.

City Farm isn’t cheap 
but nor is high-quality, 
fresh-picked produce 
and creative chefs come 
cheap. City Farm is a 
welcome breath of fresh, 
farm-like, air on a busy city 
fringe.

Its stated core purpose 
is to provide information 

and education to the Perth 
community about the pro-
tection and regeneration 
of the natural environment.

Low emission, low 
waste and sustainable 
lifestyles are its ideals. Not 
bad from a disused and 
degraded industrial site.

All thanks to the aim 
of two young mothers, 
Rosanne Scott and Jo-
anne Tucker, whose sus-
tainability dream became 
a reality with the opening 

of City Farm’s gates in 
1994.

Busting brunch all over – when the farm comes to the city

LIONS CAKE HOTLINELIONS CAKE HOTLINE
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AVAILABLE ALL YEAR ROUND

WORLD-CLASS, critically acclaimed 
Riesling wines from Western Aus-
tralia’s Great Southern are making 
waves on the global stage.

Heralded as some of the best in 

the world and acclaimed as some of 
the  nest expressions of the variety 
by leading wine critics around the 
globe, Perth wine lovers looking for 
an elegant afternoon of tastings will 

have the opportunity to sample some 
of the best Rieslings in the lead-up to 
Christmas.

On Sunday, December 7, from 
4pm to 7pm, the Great South-
ern Wine Producers Association 
(GSWPA) is o  ering an opportunity 
to experience the magic of these 
celebrated wines at a lavish riverside 
showcase — Riesling and Summer 
Wines—set against the stunning 
backdrop of the Royal Freshwater 
Bay Yacht Club.

This exclusive event will bring to-
gether around 20 leading producers 
from across the Great Southern’s 
 ve renowned subregions.

From Mount Barker and Porongu-
rup come tightly wound, citrus-driv-
en,  inty wines, from Frankland River 
the Rieslings show generous fruit, 
ripe lime, jasmine and a talc-like tex-
ture, while from Denmark and Alba-
ny they have a softer,  oral, delicate 
edge because of the region’s mari-
time in  uence.

In addition to Riesling, a hand-

picked selection of other white vari-
eties, rosés, and lighter-bodied reds 
will be on pour — perfect for the 
summer season.

The event has been timed to allow 
visitors to stock up their wine cellars 
before Christmas.

Guests will enjoy a selection of 
gourmet canapés, crafted by the 
yacht club’s chefs to showcase the 
region’s  nest produce with indul-
gent pairings featuring Harvest Road 
oysters, artisan local cheeses and 
more, designed to complement the 
wines.

Producers will include 3 Drops, 
Castle Rock, Cherubino, Duke’s 
Vineyard, Ferngrove, Frankland Es-
tate, Forest Hill, Gilberts, Howard 
Park, Paul Nelson, Plan B, Planta-
genet, Swinney, The Next Hundred 
Years and West Cape Howe.

The event provides an opportunity 
to sample Great Southern wines in a 
relaxed atmosphere and to chat to 
producers to see what wine a  ciona-
dos from around the world are raving 

about and to enjoy the veranda and 
vista of the river from the yacht club.

Now featured regularly in interna-
tional masterclasses and tastings, 
Great Southern Rieslings are fast be-
coming the benchmark for cool-cli-
mate Australian whites.

Riesling and Summer Wines pro-
vides an opportunity for visitors to 
sample wines they would otherwise 
have to spend days visiting the win-
eries of the Great Southern, all are at 
the one venue. Visitors will also meet 
the passionate people behind the 
bottles.

Tickets are $85, including tastings 
and canapés. Bookings via:- www.
trybooking.com/DGOSM

Enjoy an afternoon of wine tasting gazing at the Swan River

Enjoy the peaceful ambience of this beautiful 
bookstore-cafe located on the corner of Oxford Street 

& Scarborough Beach Road, Mount Hawthorn  
Easy parking alongside Axford Park

Books, gifts, greeting cards, giftwrap, food and drink 
including breakfast, lunch, tea, coffee, fresh juices                   

and smoothies
Open 7 days a week, from 8am to 4pm
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PERTH Airport, Austra-
lia’s fourth largest, has 
now released the 2026 
Master Plan and is avail-
able for public comment. 
The infrastructure pro-
gram which is already 
underway saw the re-

cent re-opening of the 
new Duty-Free section 
with four stores across 
terminals one and three. 
These renovations focus 
on both departures and 
arrivals in terminal one. 

In the plans are two 
multi-storey car parks 
and improvements to 
the road network; an 
expansion of Terminal 2 
(completing next year); 
a 237-room hotel to 
be operated by Accor 
(opening in 2027); a new 
3,000-metre runway lo-
cated parallel to the ex-

isting main runway (ex-
pected opening in 2028); 
and an expansion of 
Terminal 1 International 
and new domestic ter-
minal facilities for Qantas 
Group operations (ex-
pected opening in 2031). 

Minimisation of noise 
impacts from the third 
runway are also includ-
ed in the plans. If you are 
interested in surveying 
these upgrades, Perth 
Airport will have activa-
tions at shopping centres 
across the metropolitan 
area along with an open 

day each Wednesday 
from 10am to 4pm until 
December 23. 

Visit Hkew Alpha Build-
ing – Ground Floor, 2 
George Wiencke Drive, 
Perth Airport. Free park-
ing available in the visitor 
parking in front of Hkew 
Alpha Building. 

Visit perthairport.com.
au/masterplan.

For the  rst time since 
2013/14, I am going to 
Europe for the Christ-
mas season and there 
has been much planning 

happening in my house-
hold. I have had won-
derful assistance from 
Jenny Franchesci at 
Kings Tours and Travel. 
As we are not doing an 
organised tour and are 
visiting lots of di  erent 
destinations, Jenny and 
her team’s advice and 
help has been invaluable, 
particularly with our trav-
el insurance. 

I look forward to shar-
ing the trip with you. I will 
be posting photos on our 
social media pages from 
around December 11 

and of course writing lots 
of stories in the new year 
about the destinations I 
visit which include Mo-
rocco, Italy, Egypt, Cro-
atia, France and London. 

There are still a few 
seats left in superior 
economy for the next 
 ight across Antarctica 
which departs Perth on 
January 25, 2026. If you 
are keen to come along 
contact the o   ce on 08 
9227 8283 or email me at 
jen@haveagonews.com.
au 

Readers are encour-
aged to share any pho-
tos, tips or advice. Our 
website www.havea 
gonews.com.au o  ers 
more travel stories not 
found in the newspaper 
along with topical and 
timely ones.

Here’s to making hap-
py memories on your 
travels.

hospitality 
ESPERANCE
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ALBANY HOLIDAY UNITSALBANY HOLIDAY UNITS
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19-21 Golf Links Rd Middleton Beach
www.albanyholidayunits.com.au
p: 9841 7817  
e: info@albanyholidayunits.com.au  

Phone 9844 1001
info@emupointmotel.com.au  

emupointmotel.com.au

4 Star rated - All studios are 
air conditioned with fully equipped 

mini kitchens, WIFI and lots 
more located in a garden setting. 

Free WIFI and BBQ

Beach and nature at your doorstep; a 5-minute walk 
to beautiful Emu Point and Emu Beach
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Executive Suite Room

194 Campbell Street, BELMONT
Phone: AVRIL, MIKE, JASON DAVIES 
9277 1381
Email: info@kenpeachey.com
Web: www.kenpeachey.com

• Specialists in all types of 
  caravan repairs and alterations
• Insurance claims
• Approved repairer and all 
  warranty work
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CARAVAN REPAIRS

Aussie Redback Tours

Phone us now on 1300 662 026  
Email: info@aussieredbacktours.com.au
www.aussieredbacktours.com.au

Day Tours 2025
Country Pub Lunch Mystery Tour Sun 16 Nov
Christmas Lunch Mystery Tour Sun 21 Dec

Extended Tours 2026
Nullarbor, Port Lincoln, Flinders Rangers 22 Feb to 03 Mar
Tasmania, the Apple Isle 13 Mar to 24 Mar
Albany, Denmark, Walpole 29 Mar to 01 Apr
Kangaroo Island 11 Apr to 16 Apr
WA’s Coral Coast 26 Apr to 07 May
Kimberley Dreaming 20 May to 28 May
Darwin to Adelaide 31 May to 15 Jun
Flinders Ranges Lake Eyre, Coober Pedy 17 Jun to 25 Jun
Legendary Outback Towns 28 Jun to 09 Jul
Savannah Way, Kununurra to Cairns 03 Jul to 16 Jul
Cape York, Thursday Island 19 Jul to 31 Jul

CONTACT US FOR 

CONTACT US FOR 

OUR 2026 BROCHURE!

OUR 2026 BROCHURE!
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($115 Seniors  $120 Adults in 2025)  
includes morning tea, picnic lunch  
or restaurant meal as stated. 
Day tour pick-ups Joondalup, 
East Perth and Rockingham

HELLO to all our valued 
readers of Have a Go 

News! It’s a pleasure 
to reconnect through 
this editorial space, 
which holds special 
signi  cance for us. 
Some of you may re-
member my father, Bob 
Page, founder of Kings 
Tours, who regularly 
penned Talking Travel 
with Bob Page in these 
very pages. 

His stories and in-
sights resonated with 
people who shared his 
passion for thoughtful, 

well-paced travel. To-
day, I’m proud to car-
ry on that legacy. Just 
as Have a Go is now run 
by the founder’s daugh-
ter, Kings Tours is also 
proudly led by the next 
generation. I’m Jenny 
Franceschi, daughter of 
Bob and owner of Kings 
Tours, which celebrates 
40 years next year as 
a 100 per cent West-
ern Australian fami-
ly-owned and operated 
business.

Kings Tours has al-
ways been dedicated 
to senior travellers. 
Our itineraries; whether 
exploring Australia or 
venturing abroad, are 
specially designed to 
provide comfort, com-
panionship, and peace 
of mind.

We include return 
private car home trans-
fers, high-quality ac-
commodation, and the 
assurance of a caring, 
expert Tour Manager 
who accompanies you 
all the way from Perth. 
We also know it’s the 
little things; like leisure-
ly starts, minimal steps, 
and plenty of time to 
relax - that make all the 
di  erence.

As travel becomes 
more complex, with 
growing crowds, rising 
costs, and increasing 

reliance on technology, 
our role is clearer than 
ever: to make travel 
easier, safer, and richer 
in experience for se-
niors. 

That’s why we’ll con-
tinue to evolve, provid-
ing even more support, 
clearer communication, 
and the kind of genu-
ine care that sets Kings 
apart.

To our loyal readers 
and travellers—thank 
you for trusting us. We 
look forward to journey-
ing with you in this mile-
stone year and beyond.

Until next time, happy 
travels!

Talking Travel with Kings Tours – A new chapter begins

Jenny Franceschi

Perth Airport’s renders of the new terminal and runway from the Master Plan

HAVA GO LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

12        HAVE-A-GO NEWS No. 402 SEPTEMBER 2025

Please keep submissions to 200 words or less. 
Email jen@haveagonews.com.au

H
AG

N
#402-062756

Dear Editor, 
I AM so happy to share some good news with you.

As a result of  passing on our Ser-
vices Australia/Centrelink enquiry – the service you 
provide with Hank Jongen’s column – we received a 
call from a senior member of Hank’s team within a few 
days.

We were assured via this team member that imme-
diate attention would be given to our issue (up until 
that point – a seemingly stalled application for the 
Aged Pension). Then it was passed to another team 
member that has cooperated very well and helped us 
 ll in any gaps.

Consequently, we are now approved and with a 
huge relief, for us both, my husband is receiving his 
aged care pension. 

Thanks again to you and your team.

Name and Address withheld

Dear Editor,
THIS may be of interest to 
readers who wish to avoid 
the potentially debilitating ef-
fects of smart technology.

I’m sure it is similar in other 
parts of Australia, but in early 
2024, I received a letter from 
Western Power, the WA elec-
trical network that delivers 
safe reliable and a  ordable 
energy to Perth, telling me 
that they would be visiting my 

property to replace my current 
meter with a more advanced 
one. The term “smart” wasn’t 
even mentioned.

With little time to object, 
a replacement was installed 
and I arrived home to witness 
the completion of the work. 
Later, I requested that they 
remove the AMI (the chip that 
sends the data), which they 
duly did and I was informed 
that because of this it was 

necessary for me to become 
a self-reader. The process of 
reading the meter and sup-
plying the data was another 
mind-numbing story in itself.

Earlier this year, one rep-
resentative told me that 
because of the problems, I 
would not need to self-read 
any more. I took the man at 
his word, but apparently, until 
recently, unbeknownst to me 
the charges were estimated 

and I was advised in June, 
this year that I was, in fact still 
a self-reader.

After receiving a request 
to send an annual reading 
in July, I  gured enough was 
enough and phoned both 
Synergy (the suppliers) and 
Western Power, which took 
the best part of an afternoon. 
I spoke to three operators, 
in total, each of whom were 
insistent that I would have 

to read the meter myself, 
resulting in several “no, no, 
no” responses from me. I 
eventually spoke to a (fourth) 
more sympathetic individu-
al, who con  rmed that my 
meter would, henceforth be 
read by a company employ-
ee. Whew! 

My advice to anyone being 
coerced into getting an elec-
tricity meter replacement is 
stand your ground and use 

the “no” word as frequent-
ly as possible, log all phone 
calls and if you already have 
a smart meter, insist on the 
AMI communications device 
being removed, because 
they are simply not condu-
cive to good health. 

Boy,  ghting Big Brother is 
a full-time occupation!

David Rudman
Port Kennedy

Dear Editor,
WE are constantly being told that 
we live in uncertain times. There 
are those who maintain that we 
should increase defence spend-
ing and others who talk as if it is 
not a case of if we are invaded, 
but when. 

If there is even a slight chance 
that this gloom and doom 
does materialise then where are 
our air raid shelters and are un-
derground bunkers still safe? If 
so, we should have one in every 
park. 

In peace time some could be 

used as emergency accommo-
dation for rough sleepers. Others 
in Mandurah and Pinjarra would 
be great youth hostels which 
would really help the economy of 
those regions.

Rose Hope 
North Beach

Dear Editor,
WATER Corporation’s pricing structure 
unfairly burdens WA households. A 
typical home using 8kL of water ($16) 
pays nearly $375 due to  xed service 
charges - meaning even zero usage still 
costs $359 ($375-$16). Is this a fair, right 
and just price to pay?

The issue. Sewerage and drainage 
fees are tied to land value, not consump-
tion. This makes no sense: a pensioner 
in a modest home pays far more than 
a water-guzzling business in a cheaper 
area. During a cost-of-living crisis, this 
regressive system hurts those least able 
to pay.

Worse, Water Corporation has collect-
ed these cumulative charges for years 
without meaningful review. Meanwhile, 
the government’s mismanagement of 
projects like Metronet—with its blown 

budgets and delays — shows a pattern 
of poor  scal accountability. 

Private sector leaders would face le-
gal consequences including imprison-
ment for such failures; here, voters can 
only wait for the next election to vote 
them out of o   ce. The future Alkimos 
Seawater Desalination Plant is projected 
to cost $2.8 billion.

I call on the Water Minister to:
1. Decouple service charges from land 
values (link them to usage or income);
2. Justify the $359 baseline fee when in-
frastructure costs are falling;
3. Audit Water Corporation’s reve-
nue from these charges.

WA deserves transparent, equitable 
water pricing — not a stealth tax dis-
guised as conservation.

Choon Soh
Cannington

Dear Editor,
FRIDAY I emptied out my 
letter box. The only thing 
in there was a pamphlet 
from my local member 
Rita Sa   oti, who is also 
the deputy premier and 
the treasurer for the state 
government .

In her pamphlet she 
highlights things from the 
2025–2026 state budget 
and one of those things 
listed is “delivering $150 
in energy bill” relief to 
every WA household in 
partnership with the fed-

eral government.
What I would like to 

know is where is it? Be-
cause I have checked my 
Synergy account just be-
fore typing this letter and 
there is no, I repeat no, 
energy bill relief showing 
on my account and my 
last bill.

Given the cold weath-
er, given that I only have 
a very tiny electric heat-
er which chews up the 
power and makes my 
electricity bill quite high, 
I would like the Deputy 

premier to explain where 
the energy bill relief is, 
because at this moment 
in time it is certainly not 
on my account.

Another thing that she 
and her government 
could do to help us se-
niors/pensioners or any-
one who is a customer of 
Synergy (which is owned 
by the government) is to 
get rid of the daily supply 
charge, it adds another 
layer of costs onto the 
account and also we get 
charged GST, therefore 

the bill is higher than 
what it should be.

When I have tried to 
get a reply from the dep-
uty premier over vari-
ous subjects all I get is 
deathly silence, not even 
an acknowledgement of 
the email (yes it has been 
sent to the correct email 
address) so maybe you 
will have better luck in 
getting some sort of re-
sponse.

Margaret Anne Ryan
Ballajura

Dear Editor,
SOONER or later there is going to be a really serious 
incident with one of the banks, involving hacking or a 
bad actor inside a bank. 

Many people are anxious about their savings being 
held only in digital form, in some cases to the point of 
mental illness. People are almost entirely dependent 
on the bank’s digital version of their holdings.

Let’s require the banks to o  er at least one bank-
book account, with the book entries inserted by ma-
chine as Town and Country Building Society did 25 
or so years ago. 

Let the bankbook be usable at post o   ces.
That way if the digital architecture goes belly up, 

people at least have a tangible record of their bank 
holdings as they stood before the monster glitch.

Geo   Taylor
Riverton

Dear Editor,
THE possibility that  may be issued 
fortnightly would be very welcomed. My wife and I 
enjoy reading every issue.

There are some community papers which barely 
have  ve or so pages of news and that’s it, I don’t 
know why the publishers bother.

Saying that I hope it does not become a sad day 
that  letters will eventually only be 
email letters. Like me there are many, many people 

who are not on computer or online and still like to 
submit letters via mail.

Frank Cherry 
SouthLake 
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Puzzles Healthy Living
HAVA GO AT PUZZLES
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SEE PAGE 45 FOR ALL 
PUZZLE SOLUTIONS

Across
  1 Amusing behaviour
  4 Protecting charm
  8 Mouse-like mammal
12 Foolishly
14 Pernicious
15 Nickname for 
     female sibling
17 Cocktail
18 Engine cylinder
19 Maintain
23 African drum (3-3)
25 Extremely painful
28 Chalcedony
29 Over the hill (coll) (4,2)
30 Blurred
32 Popular 1960s dance
34 Spoilsport
35 Indonesian tourist isle
38 Transport depots
40 Petri  ed remains
41 Cricketer
44 Ball of tufted wool
46 Blurt out
48 Romantic poet: 
     Lord ___
51 Capital of Sri Lanka
52 Accidental
53 British truck
54 Drive away
55 North European

Down
  1 Premise
  2 Radio receiver part
  3 Lender
  5 Unmarried woman
  6 Short poems
  7 Beer jug
  8 Delicate
  9 Equip again
10 Almost (4-4)
11 Keepsake
13 Hoist
16 Melody
20 NW expanded
21 Common annelid
22 Sceptic
24 Expensive Monopoly 
     property
26 Encroachments
27 Hired car
31 Tactful
33 Evenly
36 Uncharacteristic
37 Musical composition
39 Slothful
42 Presently
43 Restless
45 Tooth
47 Correct
48 Brave
49 Tears
50 Title

BIG CROSSWORD

Repair & 
Diagnostics
FROM $165*

Air Conditioner 
Servicing

FROM $199*

New Split
Installation
FROM $799*

SUMMER Air-Con ServiceSUMMER Air-Con Service
$199$199** SPECIALSPECIAL

BBOOOOKK N NOOW W && B BEEFFOORREE C CHHRRIISSTTMMAASS!!

SPLIT SYSTEMS
EVAP COOLERS

REFRIGERATIONS

OFFERING PREMIUM AIRCON SERVICES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES BOOK & SAVE!OFFERING PREMIUM AIRCON SERVICES AT UNBEATABLE PRICES BOOK & SAVE!

Need air conditioning service? CALL Hot-Cold Aircon 6114 2516 or 0435 740 780
Keeping the Perth Keeping the Perth METROMETRO & Eastern Hills area  & Eastern Hills area COOLCOOL and comfortable this SUMMER! and comfortable this SUMMER!

What our customers say...

Sarah, Midland

*conditions apply

ABN
: 35 605 931 342  H
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Gardening
HAVA GO GARDENING
G R E A T  H O M E  &  G A R D E N I N G
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Neat fitting, secure and smart, 
these tough, UV stabilised 

polycarbonate pet doors are the 
answer to everyone’s dreams.

Visit our website and use the simple size 
guide to find the perfect pet door.

• Shower Screens  • Custom mirrors  
• 24hr Emergency glass repair

• Shopfronts & Offices

Glen Howard, has more than 40 years 
experience in the industry, and prides himself 
on providing a first-class service, with top 
quality products at affordable prices.

Mandurah 9520 8610
Metro 9250 5580

www.justpetdoors.com.au
www.justglass.com.au

Make your life easier on everyone
Discover JUST PET DOORS...
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6/219 RAILWAY AVE 
KELMSCOTT 9390 8888

Like us on

H
AG

N
#404-064140

email: info@armadalelockandkey.com.au
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G&G
SERVICES

by Colin Barlow

JACARANDAS’ purple 
haze catches your eye, 
so you know the sea-
son’s changing, and 
quickly. November in 
Perth means the best of 
spring is still putting on a 
show, but summer’s heat 
is already knocking at the 
door.

Our Mediterranean 
climate can be a chal-
lenge, those sandy soils, 
the drying easterlies, and 
water restrictions don’t 
make life easy for plants. 
But with a few clever 
tweaks now, you’ll keep 
your garden looking great 
right through the summer 
holidays.

Once the big spring 
 ush of  owers fades, 
many plants start to look 
a little ragged. A quick 
tidy-up works wonders. 
Deadhead roses, daisies, 
salvias and geraniums to 
coax them into another 
 ush of blooms before 
Christmas and into the 
New Year.

Roses, in particular, 
love a light late spring/
summer prune. Take 
them back to an out-
ward-facing bud, feed 
with a rose fertiliser high 
in potassium and give 
them a deep soak. They’ll 
bounce back beautifully.

If your hedges or 
shrubs have gone a bit 
wild, now’s the time to 
prune and shape them. 
Once the hot weather 
hits, it’s better to leave 
them alone to avoid 
stressing the plants.

Nothing protects 
Perth’s sandy soils like 
a good layer of mulch. 
It keeps roots cool, re-
duces evaporation, and 
suppresses weeds. Use 
about seven to 10 centi-
metres of organic mulch 
such as pea straw, lu-
cerne, or composted 
bark. Before you spread 

it, water deeply and add a 
soil wetting agent. Perth’s 
sands often become wa-
ter-repellent, so a wetting 
agent helps every drop 
soak in where it’s need-
ed. And remember, keep 
the mulch away from the 
base of stems and trunks 
to prevent rot.

With sprinkler rosters 
now in e  ect, every drop 
counts. Early morning 
watering is best with less 
evaporation and happi-
er plants. Go for fewer, 
deeper soakings rather 
than quick daily sprinkles. 
This encourages roots to 
head down where the soil 
stays cooler and damper.

If you’ve got reticula-
tion, give it a quick test 
run. A  ve-minute check 
now can save your plants 
and lawn later.

If you’re improving your 
soil, a clay-based prod-
uct like bentonite is a real 
game-changer for Perth 
sands. It helps hold mois-
ture and nutrients where 

roots can reach them.

Warm-season veg-
gies such as tomatoes, 
capsicums, eggplants 
and basil will love the 
heat. Stake your toma-
toes early and give them 
a layer of mulch to pro-
tect their roots.

For splashes of co-
lour, go for heat-toler-
ant annuals like zinnias, 
marigolds, portulacas 
and vincas, as they 
thrive in Perth’s hot, dry 
conditions.

And for something 
truly local, our WA na-
tives can’t be beaten. 
Try Scaevola (fan  ow-
er) for cascading colour, 
Chamelaucium (wax-
 ower) for fragrance, 
or kangaroo paws for 
that unmistakable West 
Aussie look.

A little shade can 
make a world of di  er-
ence. Many favourites 
like hydrangeas, impa-

It’s time to beat the heat: November gardening in Perth

tiens and ferns will fry 
in full sun. Use shade 
cloth, umbrellas, or 
even a well-placed patio 
screen to protect deli-
cate plants.

If you’ve got pots, 
move them under eaves 
or into dappled shade 
on hot afternoons. 
Grouping pots together 
helps them hold humidi-
ty and stay cooler.

By now your garden 
should be humming with 
roses in bloom, herbs 
ready to pick, bees 
buzzing happily around 
the salvias. Yes, there’s 
always something to do, 
but remember to enjoy it 
too.

• Feed lawns with a awns with a 
slow-release fertiliser to slow-release fertiliser to 
keep them green into keep them green into 
summer.summer.
• Watch for aphids, white-• Watch for aphids, white-
 y and mildew. Early treat- y and mildew. Early treat-
ment with eco-friendly ment with eco-friendly 
sprays saves trouble later.sprays saves trouble later.
• Harvest herbs and veg-• Harvest herbs and veg-
gies regularly, as it keeps gies regularly, as it keeps 
them productive.them productive.
• Top up mulch before the • Top up mulch before the 
 rst real heatwave hits. rst real heatwave hits.
• Take• Take cuttings of succu-
lents and pelargoniums, 
they’ll root in no time at 
this time of year.

November really is 
the sweet spot of the 
Perth gardening year, 
full of colour, scent                                  

and satisfaction.

From November 15 
to 16, the Cactus and 
Succulent Society of WA 
Show will take centre 
stage at the South Perth 
Community Centre Hall, 
located on the corner 
of Sandgate Street and 
South Terrace, South 
Perth. 

Visitors can expect a 

fantastic display of unusu-
al cacti and succulents, 
many of which will also be 
available for purchase. Ar-
rive early if you’re hoping 
to snap up the rarest and 
most intriguing varieties.

The show is open from 
10am to 4pm on Saturday 
and 10am to 2pm on Sun-
day. For more information, 
contact Bob Hunter on 
0438 905 229 or email 
bjbhunter@westnet.com.
au. 

L-R; November is an ideal time to plant tomatoes and kangaroo paws - Jacaranda tree - Cactus and Succulent Society of WA Show - top up mulch   Inset; Treat roses to a prune, some fertilser and soak 
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Cracked Walls? - Leaning Columns?
Require Underpinning?

Call Jetis Building Services - 1800 222 101
Remediation specialists with over 35 years experience

All work guaranteed for 15 years
See additional information and customer comments at 

www.jetisbuildingservices.com
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BORE REPAIRS & 
SERVICING UNREAL 

GARDENS
Water Bore Specialists
Installation & Maintenance
Rebores to new & existing wells
Best on price & quality

Owner operator -
38 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Phone GREG 0412 389 664

H
AG

N
#404-063998

MARANGAROO CEILINGS
• All sagging ceilings • Maintenance • Painting
• Over 46 years experience • Work guaranteed

Steve 0411 885 473
Office 9247 3925  Fax 9247 5423
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E: sales@totalcanvas.com.au
W: totalcanvas.com.au

PH 9371 1719 or 0422 350 733
41 Raymond Ave Bayswater

TOTALTOTAL SERVICESERVICE
TOTAL TOTAL QUALITYQUALITY
TOTALTOTAL VALUEVALUE

THE BEST CANVAS & PVC SPECIALISTS IN WA!
Annexe repairs or replacement; Zip replacements

Re-stitching; awning repairs replacement; 
custom made to order; auto, marine, outdoor & commercial
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Downsizing* Motoring
HAVA GO MOTORING
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by Tony McManus, 
Australia Overnight Radio 
Announcer 

“HELLO old friend; it’s re-
ally good to see you once 
again.” (Thanks Sir Eric)

At  rst glance, the Co-
rolla ZR HEV says: “I’m 
dependable” rather than 
“I’m a Porsche”. 

But for many, especially 
those who value reliability 

and e   ciency over thrills; 
dependable is exactly the 
word you want. Toyota 
has clearly doubled-down 
on hybrid strategy; ZR 
HEV is listed at around 
$40,260 drive-away. 

E   ciency is the stand-
out: the hybrid power-
train reports around 3.9 to 
4.0 L/100 km combined. 
This means fewer trips 
to the bowser, which in                   

tra   c and trips outside 
the city, wins.

Equipment on ZR HEV 
is generous: you get 18-
inch wheel setup, leath-
er-accented upholstery, 
eight-speaker JBL stereo 
system, 12.3-inch digital 
driver display, a head-up 
display, heated front seats 
and power-adjustable 
driver seat. 

Safety is also strong: the 
previous 5-star ANCAP 
rating re  ects serious pro-
tection and carries a full 
suite of driver-assistance 
systems (AEB, lane-keep, 
blind-spot monitoring, 
cross tra   c alert, etc). 

Services are every 12 
months or 15,000 km, the 
 ve-year uncapped-km 
warranty applies. Good 
for those who’d rather 
not think too much about 
maintenance. 

Performance is modest: 
the 1.8-litre petrol/EV hy-
brid combo isn’t going to 
set your hair on  re;  ne if 
you’re not after sporty. 

The interior is function-
al if not premium for the 
price — some soft plas-
tics, some hard surfaces, 
and a boot compromised 
by body shape and the 
hybrid battery. The info-
tainment system is com-
petent but not class-lead-
ing — wireless CarPlay/
Android Auto are included. 

“Premium” part of the 
price doesn’t fully re  ect 
premium feel. 

The 2025 Corolla ZR 
HEV is the smart, sensible 
choice for someone who 
wants a new-car look, 
strong reliability, great ef-
 ciency, decent features 
and minimal fuss.

It’s the kind of car broth-

er Dan might pick if he’s 
thinking ‘something com-
fortable, e   cient, trust-
worthy’ rather than ‘let’s 
see what I can push to the 
limit on the weekend’.

With ZR HEV you might 
feel you’re paying for a car 
that doesn’t deliver top-ti-
er luxury. However, if after 
premium cabin materials, 
dynamic driving thrills. or 
top-class tech at this 
price point, you might feel 
you’ve plateaued.

In the segment around 

$40k in Australia, some 
competitors may of-
fer sharper dynam-
ics with more cabin ex-
citement.

Toyota places high val-
ue on reputation for dura-
bility, which makes sense 
to most of us. This is a 
good all-rounder; I noticed 
I enjoyed it more each day 
behind the wheel. Sunroof 
and heated seats were re-
assuringly appreciated. 

And reassurance of any 
substantial purchase is 

something many of us rate 
highly. Toyota has made it 
a priority in much of what 
they do.

If looking for something 
safe, reliable and not stu-
pidly priced, you’ll be 
pleased with a Corolla ZR 
HEV sitting reassuringly in 
your driveway.  

Toyota Corolla ZR HEV 
is so good, even broth-
er Dan gave a reassur-
ing nod of approval. He 
rarely approves of any of 
my choices.

Oh, what a feeling – the new Toyota Corolla is like an old friend


