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not a worry 
in the world

Along with comprehensive 
cover, you’ll have access to 
24 hour assistance, 7 days 
a week, and we’re talking 
anywhere in the world.

Our over 50s travel cover 
means total peace of mind. 

Or, as we like to say ...relax...    
we’ll be right 
there with you, 
wherever you 
travel

Call us for a quote

1300 1300 50
relax@cota.com.au
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Jen Merigan 

The travel industry and readers are welcome 
to contact the travel editor:  

Ph 9227 8283  Fax 9227 8293  Email: jen@haveagonews.com.au
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Spend 3 nights aboard the iconic Indian Paci c train in 
a gold service cabin.Take in the beautiful Australian outback 

from the comfort of your cabin. 
All your meals, drinks and off train excursions are included 
so sit back and enjoy some great Australian produce in the 

Queen Adelaide restaurant. 
On arrival in Sydney you will have 2 nights accommodation 
in a central Sydney hotel, giving you time to explore the best 
of Sydney such as Bondi Beach, The Opera House and the 

iconic Sydney Harbour Bridge. 
You will then board the magni cent Sea Princess cruise ship 

for a 7 night cruise stoping in at Melbourne and 
the Margaret River region before docking in Fremantle. 

On board all your meals and activities are included. You can 
chose from 8 different eateries, theatre, show lounge open air 
cinema, 3 swimming pools or relax in the ships own day spa.

We provide a free booking service for Great Southern Rail, 
accommodation, car hire, tours and much more.

FREECALL 1800 812 808

Western Australian Visitor Centre  
55 William Street, Perth   

12 NIGHT 13 DAY ICONIC AUSTRALIAN 
RAIL AND CRUISE PACKAGE  17 - 29 May 2015

$3332*
per person
(pensioner)

 This is an amazing way to see beautiful Australia 
in a once in a lifetime journey...

PACKAGE INCLUSIONS:
✔ 3 nights aboard the Indian Paci c in a Gold service 
    Cabin including all meals, drinks and off train excursions
✔ 2 Nights in Sydney
✔ 7 Nights aboard the Sea Princess including all meals 
    and on board activities.

*Conditions apply. Interior Cabin Pensioner price

SPEED GRAZING
Swan Valley - Perth’s Valley of Taste

For bookings or further information 
call 0412 244 201
Email contactus@tastebudstours.com.au
Visit www.tastebudtours.com.au

Each tour visits 10+ delicious locations enjoying more than 25 different tasting 
experiences in a fast, fun and  lling half day tour.

Choose from morning Good Food & Wine departing Perth CBD 8.15am or 
Guildford 8.45am or afternoon Good Food, Wine & Beer departing 

Perth CBD 1.15pm or Guildford 1.45pm Wednesday to Sunday.

SPEED GRAZING
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Ranked #1 Activity in Perth on TripAdvisor

ANOTHER year has  own by and preparations are well 
underway for Christmas.

I am very excited about my Christmas this year as I have 
extended family arriving from Queensland and London.

My house will be full of happiness and joy with my ex-
ceptionally well travelled guests. There will be lots of ‘trav-
el talk’ during their visit as we share stories about the many 
destinations we have visited in the last few years.

I still cannot shake my English roots. However hot the 
weather is here in Perth, I still serve a fully cooked roast 
Christmas dinner.

This month we focus on our great state of Western Aus-
tralia in the travel section.

The magic of the Pinnacles is featured on our front cover 
and I also list it as one of the Top 10 attractions in the state.

We have some great competitions for our readers to enter 
to celebrate the festive season, including tickets for two to 
the Rendezvous at Scarborough’s New Year cocktail func-
tion, a fabulous Speed Grazing package around the Swan 
Valley for four people from Taste Bud Tours and tickets for 
two to the Hopman Cup. 

If you have a travel issue, enquiry or would like to share 
some information, don’t hesitate to contact me on the email 
below.

If you’re a facebooker then like Have a Go News at https://
www.facebook.com/Haveagonews, there’s always extra op-
portunities to win prizes and share interesting information.

I wish you all a very merry Christmas and a happy, healthy 
and prosperous New Year.

Happy trails

Jennifer Merigan
Travel Editor
jen@haveagonews.com.au

THE ART of conversation is not lost at 
Have a Go News Talking Travel ses-
sions.

Take 20 plus well travelled people, 
put them in a circle and see what in-
teresting and informative conversation 
takes place.

That’s what happens when you 
join one of our regular Talking Travel 
groups. 

You have the opportunity to share 
information, get some great travel tips, 

discuss destinations, airlines and tour 
operators.

For the  nal Talking Travel session, 
the art of conversation was alive and 
well.

We  nished off the year creating our 
very own list of our favourite destina-
tions to visit in 2015.
1. United Kingdom 
2. Switzerland
3. Italy
4. Norway
5. China
6. Canada
7. Tasmania

8. Austria
9. Madagascar
10. Kuala Lumpur
11. Vietnam
12. Norfolk Island
13. New Zealand
14. London
15. Croatia
16. Lyon, France
17. Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia 
18. Mauritius 

Thanks to all who joined in on the 
chat over the year. Our Talking Travel 
sessions will recommence in late Feb-
ruary 2015.

Travel Talk

TAKE ADVANTAGE of our free listing. This could help you 
 nd a like-minded travel companion. 

When submitting your listing, please print clearly and limit 
your entry to no more than 35 words. Telephone numbers or 
addresses will be kept con dential in a similar format to the one 
we use for our Friend-to-Friend service, but for reader conven-
ience it will feature in the travel section each month. If you wish 
you can use the coupon from the Friend-to-Friend page.

Send your details to Travel Companions, c/o Have a Go 
News PO Box 1042 West Leederville 6901. Please include a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 

To reply quote the box number clearly. Mark this  rst on the 
envelope and send to Travel Companions Reply Box ___ C/- 
Have a Go News PO Box 1042 West Leederville 6901. 

We will send out your replies at the end of each month. Please 
ensure all replies are marked clearly with the box number.

Box Number 114
Companion wanted for 38 day cruise on Astor from Freo 

17/315 to London via Mauritius across Indian Ocean up coast 
of Africa. $4000 cruise, $1500 airfare plus insurance. Male or 
female wanted for platonic trip.

Looking for a travel 
companion?

WHAT makes a B&B ap-
pealing? 

We asked Dr Sarah Ros-
setti, who has been success-

B&B guests are looking 
for something different, 

right here in Perth
fully running Above Bored 
Bed and Breakfast in North 
Perth for the past 10 years.  

Dr Rossetti, a personable 
TV screenwriter, believes 
that, “in addition to the price 
advantage B&Bs offer, it’s 
the comfort of knowing that 
an experienced host lives on-
site.  

“B&B guests are look-
ing for something different 
to bog standard, often over-
priced, hotel rooms. We have 
many regulars who enter via 
a code and close the door be-
hind them when they leave; 
so it’s relaxed.  

“We include free break-
fast, WiFi and parking, and 
if they book more than one 
room or stay a week, they re-
ceive great discounts.”  

Above Bored is a AAA 4 
star rated, 1927 Federation 
home and cottage just  ve 
minutes north of Perth CBD 
in a quiet street.  

“It’s child and pet friendly; 
both popular features,” Sarah 
adds. 

“It’s knowing what 
pleases guests, like spacious 
rooms, no shared bathrooms 
or stairs, the comfort of 
knowing children are never 
frowned upon, and pets are 
always welcome.”  

Sarah says, “My person-
ality as a writer and diver is 
re ected in the king room 
bathroom’s amazing under-
water fresco ceiling, which 
kids adore and the romantic 
ensuited master room with 
French doors and a gas log 
 replace. And pet owners 
and car fanatics love the gar-
den room cottage because 
pets romp freely in the se-
cure back yard, and the car is 
tucked away safely in its own 
remote controlled garage.”

For further information 
call Above Bored Bed and 
Breakfast on 9444 5455 or 
visit www.abovebored.com.
au.

Join renowned gardening expert Deryn Thorpe on a choice of tours to some of the world’s most spectacular gardens.

as well as the stunning gardens of

Ballarat and surrounds.
Highlights include Ballarat Botanical Gardens, a 
visit to Sovereign Hill, Paul Bangay’s ‘Stonefi elds’, 
Phillip Johnson’s Olinda garden, Heronswood 
gardens & dinner aboard Melbourne’s historic 
Colonial Tramcar Restaurant.

Visit the Melbourne International 
Flower and Garden Show

21 March to 28 March, 2015

 1800 630 343 sales@travelrite.com.au  •  www.travelrite.com.au

Explore the magnifi cent gardens of

France and England
including the

Chelsea
Flower Show
in London.

Highlights include Claude Monet’s house & garden in 
Giverny, the stunning grounds of Château de Versailles, 
the beautifully preserved medieval town of Sarlat in the 
Dordogne and the breathtaking Loire Valley, including

a visit to the Festival des Jardins de Chaumont sur.
5 May to 24 May, 2015
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Home & Contents and Motor Vehicle Insurance - Australian Seniors Insurance Agency Pty Ltd (ABN 48 097 746 391) is acting as an Authorised Representative No. 270983 (Seniors), and policies are issued by The Hollard Insurance Company Pty Ltd (ABN 78 090 584 473)  
AFS Licence number 241436. Hollard is an Australian Prudential Regulation Authority authorised insurer. Travel Insurance - Seniors travel insurance products are issued and underwritten by ACE Insurance Limited ABN 23 001 642 020, AFSL No. 239687 (ACE), and 
promoted by Australian Seniors Insurance Agency Pty Ltd (ABN 48 097 746 391) Authorised Representative No. 270983 (Seniors). ACE and Seniors only provide general advice, and do not consider your objectives, financial situation or needs. Important Note: To decide  
if any of these products are right for you please carefully read the relevant Product Disclosure Statement which is available at seniors.com.au or by phoning the relevant customer service contact number. * Conditions Apply. 

SAVE with the  
over 50’s insurance 
specialist.

Ask for your FREE quote today! or visit  
our website www.seniors.com.au

Travel 
Insurance

We offer low-premium travel insurance offering world- 
wide protection (both domestic and overseas) 24/7.*
• Unlimited overseas medical expenses cover  
 (Worldwide Plans)
• Automatic inclusions: such as cover for loss of luggage,  
 cancellation charges, replacement of money and more
• Competitive policies

10% discount for all 
online purchases

 13 76 76

Our car insurance policies are easy to understand.  
We offer a great range of benefits and savings, 
including:
•  Lower car insurance premiums, means savings for you
•  Monthly premiums at no extra charge
•  No forms to fill in, ever

Up to 10% discount 
when you  combine with 
home &/or contents

 13 13 43

At Australian Seniors we provide real value for money without 
compromising your protection – we make it our business to offer 
you benefits that really matter.

Plus many more benefits including competitive 
premiums for Landlords Insurance.

Motor Vehicle 
Insurance
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SHARE 
STRANGER 

OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE

24 DAY CANADIAN ROCKIES TOUR AND ALASKA INSIDE PASSAGE CRUISE

Call now for full details  
Freecall: 1800 177 788  
www.cathiericetravel.com.au  Lic No 9TA 00495
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DEPARTING 8 MAY 2015
Join our ever popular annual tour and experience Canada and Alaska in the spring time. Immerse yourself in 
the majesty of the Canadian Rocky Mountains on our Insight Vacations private tour and experience Alaska’s 
grandeur up close and in person aboard our intimate Silversea Alaska cruise.

Our beautiful tour, in its 15th year of operation, includes: 
11 day private Insight Vacations tour of the magni cent Canadian Rockies, including 2 night’s accommodation 
in Victoria, Vancouver Island, with a visit to the world renowned Butchart Gardens; 2 night’s accommodation 
in Anchorage, Alaska; Alaskan Railroad scenic rail journey Anchorage to Seward; 7 night luxury Silversea 
“Silver Shadow” Alaska Inside Passage cruise, including beer, wine, spirits and champagne throughout the 
cruise; 2 night stopover in Hong Kong; economy  ights with Cathay Paci c Airways.

SMALL BOUTIQUE 
SHIP CRUISING!

EXCLUSIVE FULLY ESCORTED TOUR

by Jeanette Woolerton 

THE ETHEREAL beauty 
of inner city Melbourne at 
Christmas time is guaranteed 
to take your breath away.

Festive lights delicately 

adorn the majestic branches 
of historical elm trees, gar-
lands form graceful curves 
between lamp posts and store 
windows twinkle, glitter and 
gleam.

Christmas instils a sense 

of wonderment, gratitude and 
generosity in all of us. It is a 
time where the vast majority 
of people embrace their inner 
child.

This year is no exception. 
One of the Melbourne’s 

Run, run as fast as you can, you CAN catch the Gingerbread man
most wonderful Christmas 
traditions has to be the spec-
tacular Gingerbread Village, 
created by Epicure’s execu-
tive pastry chef, Deniz Ka-
raca.

Karaca leads a vast team, 
including many volunteers, to 
bring his Gingerbread Village 
to life, as it graces the interior 
of the Melbourne Town Hall 
from 1 December.

Over 2,000 hours have 
gone into creating this re-
markable Gingerbread Vil-
lage, which is so undeniably 
Melbournian! 

Landmarks such as Luna 
Park, the Melbourne Town 
Hall, Melbourne Cricket 
Ground and the Royal Mel-
bourne Zoo are featured, lov-
ingly connected by a Christ-
mas train that runs through 
the delicious landscape. 

Creating the village meant 
baking over 500kg of gin-
gerbread, preparing 300kg 
of royal icing and 120kg of 
marzipan. 

The 800 miniature Christ-
mas trees are also all crafted 
by hand. 

As tempting as it is to break 
off a piece, please refrain from 
doing so, as this is a feast for 

the eyes only. 
However, sweet sustenance 

is still available as the chefs 
create a variety of delicious 
gingerbread treats that can be 
purchased on site, including 
gingerbread men, hearts and 
ice-cream. So you still get to 
taste their divine gingerbread 
as well as buy some Christmas 
gifts or treats. 

The Gingerbread Village 
is sweet to the core, as it has 
raised $50,000 in donations 
over the last few years for the 
Make-A-Wish® Australia 
Foundation, making it a worth-
while addition to your Christ-
mas list of activities.

Entry to the Gingerbread 
Village is by gold coin dona-
tion.

With so many festive activi-
ties to see and do in Melbourne 
this year, it is certainly time 
to embrace the silly season in 
Victoria’s capital city.  But 
where do you start?

This short list may help the 
decision making process:

Santa’s Magical Kingdom
Now in its third year, Santa’s 

Magical Kingdom has moved 
to Caul eld Racecourse, 
spreading the Christmas joy to 
Melbourne’s south east.

There are plenty of ac-
tivities with an awe inspiring 
walk-through wonderland, 
snow castle and activity 
land, Mrs Claus storytime, a 
Santa meet-and-greet, an in-
ternational Christmas themed 
circus spectacular, show-
ground rides and carnival fun, 
Christmas craft (with more 
gingerbread decorating) and 
Christmas sand art, as well as 
a variety of roving Christmas 
entertainers.

Tickets range from $39.50 
per adult to $35 per child. 
Concession card holders and 
a family pass (two adults and 
two children up to 12 years of 
age) costs $130.

Bookings continue until 23 
December via Ticketek or by 
calling 1300 307 740.

Myer Christmas Window
Myer’s iconic Christmas 

windows (at the city’s Bourke 
Street store) are legendary, 
spanning over  fty years and 
visited by millions of people 
each year.

A new theme is unveiled 
annually in a grand opening 
event (which took place 8 No-
vember). 

This year’s theme is based 
on the children’s book Santa 

and the Three Bears by Maria 
Modugno.

For Jennifer Hawkins 
fans, if you head to 314-336 
Bourke Street, Melbourne, 
Monday 5 January 2015, you 
will see your icon in the win-
dow.

Santaland at Myer on 
Level 6

After taking in the magi-
cal Christmas windows, it is 
well worth taking a trip up 
to level six (within Myer’s 
at Bourke Street mall) to 
soak up Santaland, a magi-
cal children’s grotto com-
plete with a visit to the big 
man himself.

This is only the begin-
ning of an exhaustive list 
of activities, exquisite en-
tertainment, spectacular 
scenery and culinary op-
portunities that await you 
in Melbourne, making this 
city the ultimate Christmas 
destination.

However, if you are un-
able to travel to Victoria this 
December, may the joyful 
spirit of Christmas be with 
you (wherever you may be) 
and carry you through to a 
peaceful, prosperous New 
Year in 2015.

Left to right; Jeanette 
Woolerton - executive pastry 

chef, Deniz Karaca

JOIN West Australian Deryn Thorpe, renowned gardening ex-
pert, writer and presenter, on a choice of tours to some of the 
world’s most spectacular gardens. Enjoy the companionship of 
fellow gardeners along with expert commentary from Deryn as 
she introduces you to a selection of horticultural highlights in 
carefully chosen locations around the world.

Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show, 21 to 28 
March, 2015  

Visit the Melbourne International Flower and Garden Show, 
as well as the stunning gardens of Ballarat and surrounds. High-
lights include the picturesque Ballarat Botanical Gardens, a visit 
to historic Sovereign Hill, Paul Bangay’s impressive Stone-
 elds, Phillip Johnson’s home garden in Olinda, Heronswood. 
The garden tour including lunch at the famed Fork to Fork res-
taurant onsite and a  ne dining experience aboard Melbourne’s 
unique Colonial Tramcar Restaurant. Priced at $2,995 per per-
son twin share, this 8-day tour departs from Melbourne on 21 
March, 2015 and includes travel in  rst-class chartered coach, 
accommodation, sightseeing tours and garden entrance fees. 

France and England, 5 to 24 May, 2015
Explore the magni cent gardens of France and England, in-

cluding the illustrious Chelsea Flower Show in London. High-
lights include Claude Monet’s house and garden in Giverny, the 
stunning grounds of Château de Versailles, the beautifully pre-
served medieval town of Sarlat in the Dordogne and the breath-
taking Loire Valley, including a visit to the Festival des Jardins 
de Chaumont-sur-Loire. Priced at $9,995 per person twin share, 
this 20-day round trip departs on 5 May, 2015 and includes re-
turn economy air travel from Perth to Europe, accommodation, 
sightseeing tours and the spectacular gardens of Paris, Blois, 
Perigueux, Avignon and London. 

For more information, call Travelrite International on           
1800 630 343 or visit www.travelrite.com.au.

2015 gardening tours with Deryn Thorpe

 

EASTERN EUROPE 2015  
 

Small group tours - only 20 travellers  
 

 

Prices quoted are per person twin share. Standard Beyond Travel terms apply Lic 2TA 5775 
 

Contact Beyond Travel for your FREE 2015 brochure  

 

 

 
 

29 days from $9,995 pp 
 

Czech Republic, Slovakia  
Hungary, Slovenia, Croatia 

 

 
  
 

11 days from $3,695 pp 
 

Prague, Bohemia, Tatra 
Mountains, Budapest 

 

Call: 1300 363 554 
 

www.beyondtravel.com.au 

 

 

PRAGUE TO DUBROVNIK  

 

BOHEMIA TO BUDAPEST  

 

EASTERN EXPLORER 

 

BALTICS & POLAND 

 

 

 
 

25 days from $8,995 pp 
 

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Bohemia, Budapest  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

15 days from $5,495 pp 
 

Tallinn, Riga, Vilnius,  
Muzury, Warsaw, Krakow  
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Spring Break
21 to 25 September

Cascade       Tours

$1320 
t/share 

$1456 single
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Quality tours with a personal touch

Christmas Tour
24-29 December 2014

5 nts-6 days South West; 2 nts Pemberton, 3 nts Albany
Come and join the fun with your friendly professional crew.

Games & free raf es on board our luxury coach.
Home pickups.

DBB & some lunches are included

y
ps.
are included

Bookings & enquiries contact:
MARY 042 1306 734
CHRIS 9378 9994 (evenings)
www.cascadetours.net

$1679 
t/share 

$275 single supp

www.britishtravel.com.au 

9285 8182
Lic No 9TA1055

FLIGHTS, COACH TOURS, 
CAR HIRE, HOTELS, RAIL, 

TRAVEL INSURANCE
London from $1392 Economy

London $4440  ying Business class
Coach tours from $86

Car hire from $29
20% OFF TRAVEL INSURANCE

TRAVELLING 
TO UK?



 (08) 9380 6656

*Home pick up and return is within the Perth Metro area including Mandurah. 

Phone us on 08 9380 6656q

TASMANIA

MELBOURNE
AUSTRALIAN OPEN TENNIS TOUR

$4,250*

$3,890* $3,995*

12 DAYS
 FULLY ESCORTED 

7 DAYS
 FULLY ESCORTED 

12 DAYS
 FULLY ESCORTED 

Per Person Twin Share

Per Person Twin Share Per Person Twin Share

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
 Visit beautiful Campbell Town with its 19th 
century buildings
 Tour Entally House and Highfield House 
 Port Arthur - take a guided tour and a 
cruise on the harbour
 Enjoy morning tea at the House of Anvers 
Chocolate Factory

TOUR INCLUDES:
 Home pick up and return
 Exclusive Kings Tour of Tasmania
 Kings Tour Manager
 Return economy airfares and taxes
 11 nights accommodation with private facilities
 Breakfast daily, 10 dinners and 5 lunches
 Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary

Single Supplement $950

12 DAYS, WEDNESDAY 18 TO SUNDAY 29 MARCH 2015

WEDNESDAY 21 TO TUESDAY 27 JANUARY 2015 12 DAYS, MONDAY 4 TO FRIDAY 15 MAY 2015

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
 Visit the Melbourne Aquarium
 Attend the Australian Open
 Browse the Queen Victoria Markets
 6 Nights at the Crowne Plaza Melbourne

TOUR INCLUDES:
 Home pick-up and return  Kings Tour Manager
 Return economy airfares
 6 nights at the Crowne Plaza Melbourne
 Breakfast daily & 5 dinners
 Tickets for Four Tennis Day Sessions & One 
Tennis Night Session 

 Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary

Single Supplement $990

TOUR INCLUDES:
 Home pick-up and return
 Kings Tour Manager
 Return economy airfares and taxes
 Exclusive Kings Tour of Victoria with luxury 
coach travel throughout

 11 nights’ accommodation with private facilities
 11 Breakfasts, 8 lunches and 11 dinners
 Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary

Single Supplement $790

AUTUMN LEAVES
FOLLOWING THE MIGHTY MURRAY
BRIGHT & LAKES ENTRANCE 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
 Witness the Autumn Leaves in Bright 
 Relax in picturesque Lakes Entrance 
 Visit the Holden Museum & Brown 
Brothers Winery

TTOOUR INCLUDES

SATURDAY 18 TO SUNDAY 26 APRIL 2015 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
 Two-nights on board The Ghan
 Five Nights in Darwin 
 Sights of Darwin of Litchfield National Park
 WW2 Frontline Tour with lunch at the RSL
 Attend the Dawn Service on ANZAC Day

TOUR INCLUDES:
Home pick up and return Kings Tour Manager Exclusive 

Kings ANZAC Tour to Darwin & The Ghan Return economy 
airfares and taxes 1 night in Adelaide at the Crowne Plaza 2 
nights on-board The Ghan in Gold Service from Adelaide to 
Darwin including whistle stops along the way 5 nights in 
Darwin at the Doubletree by Hilton Hotel 8 Breakfast, 3 lunches 
and 7 dinners Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary  

Single Supplement $480

$4,450* 9 DAYS
 FULLY ESCORTED 

MELBOURNE
INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW
INCLUDING THE LION KING

TUESDAY 24 TO SUNDAY 29 MARCH 2015

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
 Tickets to the ‘Lion King’ in Melbourne
 The International Flower & Garden Show
 Dinner on board the Colonial Tramcar
 Explore Melbourne Gardens

TOUR INCLUDES:
Home pick up and return Kings Tour Manager Return 

economy airfares and taxes Transfers and luxury coach travel 
throughout the tour 5 nights at The Travelodge Docklands 

Premium ticket to The Lion King Production Meals, 
sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary

Single Supplement $350

$2,890* 6 DAYS
 FULLY ESCORTED Per Person Twin Share

Per Person Twin Share

WEDNESDAY 18 TO FRIDAY 27 MARCH 2015

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
 2-nights in Sydney & 7-nights on Norfolk
 Beautiful scenery and warm hospitality
 Loads of fun at the ‘Night as a Convict’
 Tasty food & interesting stories to share

TOUR INCLUDES:
Home pick-up and return Kings Tour Manager Return 

economy airfares and taxes  2 nights’ accommodation 
in Sydney 7 nights at the Paradise Hotel and Resort 

Meals and sightseeing as per the itinerary

Single Supplement $395

$4,250*10 DAYS
 FULLY ESCORTED Per Person Twin Share

NORFOLK
ISLAND

COMMEMORATING THE
CENTURY OF ANZACS IN 
DARWIN FEATURING THE GHAN  

For full itineraries or a free brochure please call us today on 1800 677 760 (freecall)

The price is based on a Pensioner/CSHC rate on the Ghan. Adult rate, 
please add $800.00 per person twin share.

Office 6/15 Rosslyn Street, West Leederville WA 6007 I  E: office@kingstours.com.au  I  www.kingstours.com.au

q
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               Pre Press

      Heatset & Coldset
                Printing

                Logistics

       Environm
entally

            Responsible

  Call us for your catalogue work NOW !

                CONTACT  -  Wayne Bailey                       T   (08) 9550 2700                       M   0419 007 928 email:  wayne.bailey@fairfaxmedia.com.au

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuutttttttttttttttttttt UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUsssssssssssssssssssAbout Us

Fairfax Media Mandurah is part of the Fairfax Media Printing and Distibution 
group, the largest producer of newsprint publications in Australia with 14 
print sites located across the nation.

Our state of the art site at Mandurah produces full colour heatset gloss and 
newsprint publications in a range of sizes. This means that we are one of the 
most flexible printing organisations in the world. No job is too big or too 
small.

We have the firepower and speed to produce mass quantities of catalogues 
and newspapers for the West Australian market.
We also have the efficiency and skill to produce small orders.

If it is catalogues you are after then you have the option of inserting into one 
of our countless newspapers printed on site. Use these products as the carrier 
of your production giving you last minute deadlines.

If you want a stand-alone catalogue solution, then let us look after your print 
requirements. We will even help organise your distibution!

Our quality work, friendly and dynamic approach to printing and logistics 
allows us to enhance your brand and always exceed your expectations

  www.fairfaxmediaprinting.com.au

  Delivering Heatset & Coldset Printing

Peter, Julie, Jayson... 
“Here Lies Love!”
WE ALL have a transat-
lantic mate, at least I think 
we all do. Perhaps I should 
rephrase… I have a trans-

atlantic mate; his name is 
Peter and he is one of my 
best mates. He’s from Perth, 
Dianella – but we met in 
Melbourne, South Yarra and 
fast became  rm friends. 

We also worked together at 
Uluru where I went to earn 
and save for London. 

Shortly after I arrived in 
‘old blighty’ Peter arrived 
in ‘gay Paris’; and for the 

next six years we two mates 
would reunite for a jaunt in 
London or Paris respectively 
– until Peter moved back 
to Perth… Mt Lawley, cur-
rently. On one of Peter’s vis-
its to London he introduced 
me to one of HIS best mates 
Julie from Perth, who was 
performing in the musical 
Avenue Q at the time. Now 
if you are still with me, this 
transatlantic ménage à trois 
is where December’s col-
umn gets it’s inspiration… 
because Julie is currently in 
the new Imelda Marcos mu-
sical Here Lies Love… This 
month London Calling gets 
funky as Imelda puts on her 
disco shoes! 

Born from a concept al-
bum by Talking Heads im-
presario David Byrne and 
dance music producer Fat-
boy Slim, Here Lies Love 
(HLL) arrives in London 
following it’s initial New 
York stage adaptation. In 
this version the new Dorf-
man Theatre at The National 
Theatre is transformed into 
a pulsating club for a truly 
immersive theatrical event. 
Fire up the smoke machines, 
turn on the lasers and get 
your groove on because the 
Marcos dictatorship is get-
ting a remarkable contempo-
rary remake in song, lots of 
song, in fact there are barely 
any spoken lines throughout.

Starting with a small 
town Imelda (played by 
Natalie Mendoza) in plain 
cotton print dresses we see 
the ‘Rose of Taclaban’ be-
fore her transformation into 
one of the most notorious 
women in history. Here you 

get one of the few truly il-
luminating pieces, as the 
young Imelda Marcos is 
spurned by her love inter-
est Ninoy Aquino (played 
by Dean John-Wilson)… 
the man who would even-
tually become Imelda and 
Ferdinand’s most staunch 
opponent and whose assas-
sination would topple the 
Marcos regime. From here 
Imelda moves to Manila and 
the transformation begins, 
 rst you get the girl from 
Taclaban: then you get the 
glitz, glamour and power. 

The song Eleven days 
accurately references the 
courting period between 
Ferdinand and Imelda, al-
most all never done in per-
son, until they meet and 
a marriage agreement is 
signed. Sugartime baby sees 
the Rose of Taclaban be-
come what Ferdinand Mar-
cos thinks a politician’s wife 
should be. In truth Imelda 
was told how to dress, how 
to act and her food was even 
weighed – this pressure led 
to a breakdown and a pre-
scription in New York. Cue 
Pretty Face where Imelda’s 
transformation is complete 
and she is welcomed into 
high society… and New 
York’s legendary nightclub 
world in scenes that resem-
ble what one can only im-
agine Studio 54 was like in 
colour. Costumes, lighting, 
music and theatrics culmi-
nate in Imelda’s New York 
disco hay day as she rubbed 
shoulders with the good and 
the great of the world. 

But perhaps most poign-
ant is the fall… real excerpts 

from Ninoy Aquino’s last 
phone call before he board-
ed the plane in America 
added gravitas to the video 
footage of his assassination 
in front of that same plane 
when it landed in the Philip-
pines. His death lead to The 
People’s Power Revolution 
which was the end of the 
Marcos rule in the Philip-
pines. The scene as Imelda 
Marcos boards the plane 
to live in exile in Hawaii is 
poignant as she sings Why 
don’t you love me… a sign 
that the high life prohibits us 
from seeing the will of those 
cruising at a lower altitude. 

This isn’t an in-depth 
look at the Marcos regime, 
but enough facts are there to 
keep it  rmly placed some-
where in reality. It’s the DJ, 
moving stage, karaoke and 
dance along that reminds 
us this is a musical fantasy 
land. Imelda Marcos though 
remains incredibly real to-
day.

You can get £20 Friday 
rush tickets every Friday 
at noon for the following 
week’s performances. There 
are seated tickets available in 
the circle and gallery. Dress 
comfortably, and come 
ready to dance! As the pro-
duction notes say – dancing 
is encouraged! Also note, 
the song Here Lies Love will 
keep you humming after-
wards FOR DAYS! 

The ghost bus tour
“And now for something 

completely different” as 
Monty Python once said. 
The Ghost Bus Tour is a 
London tour, on the dark 
side…

Spitting distance from 
Trafalgar Square, outside 
The Grand Hotel on North-
umberland a black 1960s 
route-master awaits you; it’s 
called the ‘Necrobus’. Jack 
our conductor welcomed us 
on board. It was reminiscent 
of a prohibition era speak-
easy and the perfect scene 
for a supernatural murder 
mystery. 

Jack was brilliant with 
facts that both illuminated 
London’s illustrious history 
but also made you shudder 
with some if it’s more grue-
some elements. Highlights 
were learning about the 
ghost at No. 10 Downing 
Street, the tradition of su-
perstition at the Savoy Hotel 
and funny anecdotes about 
hauntings on Cock Lane… 

The clever thing about 
this tour is the use of cam-
eras, recorded footage and 
a rather daunting extra. At 
some times it seemed a lit-
tle too hammy but the facts, 
history and anecdotes keep 
you interested.  From the 
Houses of Parliament and 
Westminster Abbey over to 
St Paul’s Cathedral and the 
Tower of London you will 
see London and the city’s 
sites of murder, torture and 
execution. Rumour has it the 
hauntings can still be found 
today. Tours run daily 19:30 
and 21:00 from Northum-
berland Ave, off Trafalgar 
square. Tickets: Adults £21, 
Concession £15 and family 
£57 (2 adults 2 child).

Want to know more: Fol-
low Jayson on Twitter  @
Mansaray_ or email Jays-
onMansaray@gmail.com

London 
Calling

Top; Jayson Mansaray
Second row, left to right; The Ghost Bus Tour - Here Lies Love © Tristram Kenton
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travellinglet’s go 
ADVERTISING FEATURE

We are a very neat and tidy holiday village 
located 8kms south of Geraldton

Greenough Rivermouth is a minute’s walk from the 
of ce • Beach 5 minutes • Free BBQs are available 

in the gazebo area and also a camp kitchen 
• Large laundry and drying area • Swimming pool 

(closed during winter months) • Tennis courts, large 
bird aviary and peaceful surrounds • Walk trail that 
runs 15kms along the river • Of ce and mini mart 

open from 8am to 6pm daily.

Fully self contained cabin and chalet 
accommodation is also available. 

These have ensuites, kitchen and linen.

4 Hull St, Cape Burney - 8km south of Geraldton
PH 9921 5845  Email grcp@wn.com.au

Double Beach HOLIDAY VILLAGE
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Extending 1.8km over stunning Geographe Bay, the heritage listed 
Busselton Jetty is the longest timber-piled jetty 
in the Southern Hemisphere.
Ride the famous Jetty Train out over the sea to the spectacular 
Underwater Observatory.
Descend 8m to the ocean  oor to view amazing marine life. 
Take a dip, throw a line or visit the Interpretive 
Centre’s Cultural Heritage Museum and gift Shop.

For bookings call 9754 0900  
or book online busseltonjetty.com.au

See a world famous icon 
on the stunning waters of Geographe Bay.
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Cervantes, Western Australia

9652 7010  
www.lobstershack.com.au

Factory Tours

Boat Charters

Hot Lunches &
Fresh Seafood

Factory Tours

Boat Charters

Hot Lunches &
Fresh Seafood
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On the Blackwood River, Bridgetown
RAC ★★★★ Your tranquil adult retreat in
a picturesque riverbank setting 2 kms from 

Bridgetown CBD featuring
• Spacious, self-contained, luxury accommodation
• Stunning riverside location
• Bird lovers’ paradise with late afternoon feeding
• Unit for disabled available with King size 
   or twin bed con guration
View our website and/or give Julian and Jenny a call

Tel: 9761 2828
www.tweedvalleylodge.com.au
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CARNARVON
LUXURY

CANAL HOME
Wake up to dolphins in 

your backyard! This modern, 
luxury canal home boasts 

a private jetty, 4 bedrooms, 
3.5 bathrooms, well equipped 

kitchen, laundry, linen and 
outdoor alfresco BBQ area. 

Sleeps 8 people. 
Enjoy a beautiful and relaxing 

atmosphere on your next 
holiday to Carnarvon!

Call Michelle on 0407 078 875 or 
email mkpinner@bigpond.com

for booking enquiries
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WE’VE CHOSEN the top 10 expe-
riences that we feel capture the heart 
and soul of Western Australia. 

1 - The Pinnacles
Take a leisurely two to three hour 

drive along Indian Ocean Drive to 
Nambumg National Park to visit the 
unique limestone spires which rise 
from the yellow sands of the desert. 
These spires have been formed over 
thousands of years. Drop into the Pin-
nacles Desert Discovery Centre and 
see the story of these formations. En-
try cost per vehicle is $11.

http://parks.dpaw.wa.gov.au/site/
pinnacles-desert-lookout-and-drive

2 - Valley of the Giants 
Tree Top Walk

Enjoy a bird’s eye view of some of 
the tallest timbers on earth. Climbing 
40 metres into the forest canopy and 
meandering through the treetops for 
600 metres. The walk trail is designed 
to maximise views and minimise im-
pact. Located 15 minutes east from 
Walpole it takes about four and half 
hours to drive there from Perth. Tin-
gle trees are only found here. Some 
have been standing for more than 400 
years. Entry Cost – $15 adults. 

http://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/
3 - Antony Gormley statues

Visit the largest outdoor art gal-
lery on earth and see artist Antony 
Gormley’s collection of 51 individu-
ally cast black chromium steel sculp-
tures which stand against the dramatic 
backdrop of Lake Ballard’s white salt 
plain.

Day tours are available from Kal-
goorlie or you can drive there in 45 
minutes from Menzies; one hour and 
45 minutes from Kalgoorlie. 

Each sculpture represents one of 
the local residents of Menzies and is 
part of the Golden Quest Discovery 
Trail. Entry cost – Free.

http://www.kalgoorlietourism.com/
4 - Esperance Stonehenge

Visit the full size replica of Stone-
henge on the way to Cape Le Grande 
National Park. While there are thought 
to be 66 large, permanent replicas of 
Stonehenge throughout the world, the 
Esperance project is believed to be the 
only life size stone one.

It is a full size replica of the origi-
nal Stonehenge in the UK, as it would 
have looked around 1950 BC. The 
structure is aligned with the summer 
solstice and the station stones are po-
sitioned on this line to allow the suns 
rays to pass through to the altar. The 
summer solstice is the longest day of 
the year (22 December). The sunset 
on the winter solstice is (21 June – the 
shortest day of the year). Cost – $10 
adults

http://www.esperancestonehenge.
com.au

5 - Bibbulmun Track 
The track is one of the world’s 

great long distance walking trails and 
stretches more than 1000 kilometres 
from Kalamunda in the Perth hills to 
the historic town of Albany. The track 
passes through the scenic south west 
and takes you through towering karri 
and tingle forests, through valleys 
and along breathtaking coastal lands. 
Bushwalkers from around the world 
come to walk the track. It takes about 
eight weeks to walk the track from 
end to end. The track passes through 
Dwellingup, Collie, Balingup, Don-
nelly River Village, Pemberton, 
Northcliffe, Walpole and Denmark. 
Cost is free.

http://www.bibbulmuntrack.org.
au/

6 - Aboriginal cave art at the 
Dampier Archipelago 
and Burrup Peninsula

Burrup Peninsula is home to some 

of the most incredible Aboriginal 
rock art sites. Part of the Dampier 
Archipelago on the north west coast, 
the Burrup Peninsula contains the 
largest concentration of rock art in the 
world. Many of the motifs and stone 
features are believed to be connected 
to the beliefs and ceremonial practices 
of Aboriginal tribes. The art work in-
cludes carvings of people, animals 
and birds including designs depicting 
creatures which have been extinct for 
about 3,000 years. You can access the 
Burrup Peninsular from the town of 
Dampier. Most of the roads through 
the area, including Burrup Road, are 
open to public use.

http://www.pilbaracoast.com/
7 - Segway tour of Rottnest 

Island
Segway Tours WA offer two 

tours of Rottnest Island, one ex-
ploring the fortress area including a 
60-minute off-road journey through 
military history and the events that 
have shaped Rottnest Island. The 
other is the historic Kingstown ex-
plorer which is a 60 minute tour 
south along the coast of the island. 
Cost – From $89 

www.segwaytourswa.com.au
8 - Cape to Cape Walk

The Cape to Cape Walk Track 
runs for 135 kilometres along the 
Leeuwin-Naturaliste Ridge, be-
tween the lighthouses of Cape Natu-
raliste and Cape Leeuwin in the far 
south west. The moderate Top Trail 
features spectacular coastal and for-
est scenery, a fascinating geology of 
cliffs, caves, headlands and rock for-
mations and an ever-changing dis-
play of vegetation and wild owers. 
It takes between  ve to seven days 
to complete the walk. Cost is free.

http://www.capetocapetrack.com.
au/

9 - Swim with whale sharks
Whale sharks can grow up to 16 

metres long and have a mouth over 
a metre wide, which is designed to 
scoop up plankton and krill. Lucky 
for us humans, they are  lter feed-
ers and completely harmless. World 
Heritage listed Ningaloo Reef is one 
of the few places on earth where you 
can swim with whale sharks – the 
world’s largest  sh. A face-to- n en-
counter with these gentle giants is a 
truly awesome and humbling experi-
ence to add to your bucket list. To get 
close to the action, join a whale shark 
snorkel tour from Exmouth or Coral 
Bay. These tours boast a whale shark 
swim with a success rate of nearly 95 
per cent. Cost – check prices with lo-
cal operators.

www.visitningaloo.com.au
10 - Ringing the bells at the 

Bell Tower
The Bell Tower is the only place in 

the world where bellringers can share 
their cultural heritage with visitors in 
such an open and accessible way. It 
is located on Riverside Drive over-
looking the picturesque Swan River 
and  lled with fascinating historic 
content.

This historic peal of bells was giv-
en to the people of Western Australia 
as part of the national Bicentennial 
celebrations in 1988. 

You can experience bell handling 
demonstrations with one of the vol-
unteer ringers on Wednesday and Fri-
days between 11.30am and 12.30pm. 
Contact the Bell Tower for further 
information if you would like to ring 
the bells.

http://www.thebelltower.com.au
You can  nd out more informa-

tion, book tours and accommodation 
and many more details by visiting 
www.westernaustralia.com

Have a Go News’ Top 10 ‘must see and do’ experiences in WA
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FUNSEEKER TOURS & CHARTER 
PH 1300 660 668 (24hrs)  

Email funseek@iinet.net.au  Visit www.funseekertours.com.au 

DECEMBER
22 to 26       CHRISTMAS BY THE BAY   $1,695

Travel in style and comfort on our 24 seater coach.  
Fully inclusive packages, home pick up and return 
(extended touring), all meals, entries and ensuite 

accommodation.  No hidden extras.

Can you remember when you last had a magni cent 
Christmas lunch like your grandmother cooked 

when you were a child?
In all the years we have been touring (18) we have never had 
any festive meal that has come close to the one that will be 

served at the Bayview Geographe Resort this Christmas day. 
Enjoy  ve days of touring with like minded travellers right 

on the water front at beautiful Busselton. 
Give Sharon a ring for a  yer, you won’t be disappointed!

From top; Valley of the Giants 
Tree Top Walk - Antony Gormley statues © Tourism WA - 

Esperance Stonehenge
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Join us online

travelling travellinglet’s go 
ADVERTISING FEATURE

• Set in the heart of 42 acres of beautiful jarrah forest
• 45 minutes from Perth • See the owls, bandicoots,  
   possums, kangeroos and kookaburras
• Dorms and three conference halls
• 10 two bedroom cottages, 20 one bedroom chalets
• 10 berth bedding • Beach volleyball
• Cricket  • Badminton
• Swimming pool  • Labyrinth 
• Tennis courts  • Children’s playground 
• Walking tracks  • Bikes hire
• $100 Chalets  • $120 Cottages

PENSIONER DISCOUNT AVAILABLE
79 Hughes Road, Jarrahdale  PH: 9525 5227 
EMAIL: grassroots@iinet.net.au WEB: www.grassroots.net.au

Visit Beautiful Jarrahdale in SUMMER
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Quiet, comfy, lovely garden setting. Free Wi .
Fully self-contained well-equipped units. 
Only a 2 min walk to beach and Marina.

COACH PICK-UP AVAILABLE
WEEKLY RATE $600

LAZY LOBSTER 
Holiday Units/Chalets, 

PORT DENISON/DONGARA

Ph 9927 2177  Email: lazylobster@westnet.com.au
Visit www.lazylobster.net.au
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Plan, Drive and Save 
on your WA Holiday with

DriveWA.com
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Simply visit our easy trip planner 
on drivewa.com

Come to our Driving Holidays WA 
Information Centre for brochures, 
National Parks passes, tickets, 
WA Pass, free maps and info

Get WA Pass for 100s of 
holiday & leisure discounts
Grab our $10 Seniors Special
Join online at wapass.com.au

206 Adelaide Tce, Perth WA
Tel: 9425 5550
E: info@wapass.com.au

Plan

Drive

Save
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Are you interested in walking deep into 
the Italian/Swiss Alps with their 

breathtaking scenery?
Visit Lake Como and enjoy the 

northern Italian lifestyle?
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NORTHERN 
ITALY 

from $1750

JOHN’S 
ALPINE WALKS

For a brochure and further details
phone 9243 6657 or 0400 920 001

Email: ji4@bigpond.com.au 
www.johnsitalianexperience.com.au

2015 tour dates: 3, 17, 31 Aug and 14 Sep

by Frank Smith

WITH MORE than 150 wineries in WA it is hard to 
choose a best 10. I have chosen a selection that are 
worth a visit, either because of their location, or their 
interest to tourists or the quality of their wine. 

My favourites are:
Houghton’s vineyard in the Swan Valley has been 

around since 1836 when three army of cers  rst 
bought the land. In 1937 Jack Mann created Houghton 
White Burgundy which is still highly popular today as 
Houghton White Classic, but with newer stable mates. 
Enjoy the historical atmosphere.

Myatts eld Winery in the Bickley Valley specialises 
in traditional Spanish and Portuguese grape varieties. 
Josh and Rachael Davenport have an innovative ap-
proach to winemaking and are always on the look out 

for interesting parcels of fruit. Their plantings of Durif 
(sometimes known as Shiraz on steroids) are the  rst 
in WA.

Peel Estate, Karnup  rst planted Shiraz vines in 
1973 followed by eight other varieties. The colonial style 
winery is set in a magni cent environment dominated 
by Tuart trees. Visitors can observe the daily activities 
of the winery from the mezzanine tasting area or veg 
out on the spacious lawn that includes a large barbecue 
area.

Cape Mentelle was one of the  rst wineries in Mar-
garet River when the Hohnen brothers planted vines in 
1970. Cape Mentelle started small with just 16 hectares 
of vines planted with a range of grape varieties to see 
what grew best. Find out for yourself at the cellar door.

Millbrook Winery is a boutique winery located in the 
historic town of Jarrahdale. An orchard where grape 
vines were  rst planted in 1860. Current owners Peter 
and Lee Fogarty grow vines on the steep slopes and run 
an orchard, as well as an heirloom vegetable garden, ol-
ive grove and lakes. 

Robert and Donna Diletti’s Castle Rock Estate nestles 
on the eastern slopes of the Porongurup mountain range 
and is named after a prominent nearby landmark. The 
vineyard has a cool and elevated northerly aspect, result-
ing in intensely  avoured wines. The views are to die for.

Galafrey Wines of Mt Barker is managed by mother 
and daughter team Linda and Kim Tyrer, who maintain 
a hands-on role. All wines are dry grown, nurtured and 
bottled on the estate. Galafrey excels in producing small 
batches of distinctive and consistently exceptional wines 
through commitment to producing fruit of the highest 
quality.

Howard Park has rebranded itself as Burch Family 
Wines. It has recently built an educational tasting facil-
ity, called the wine chapel at its winery in Margaret River 
to cater for the growing number of Chinese tourists. The 
building was designed on Feng Shui principles to cre-
ate an environment where Chai, the life force, can  ow 
smoothly.

Matilda’s Meadow, now Rockcliffe Estate, Denmark 
originated as a seven hectare apple orchard. In the late 
1980’s, a local family acquired the property and com-
menced the planting of dry grown vines. Steve Hall re-
branded it as Rockcliffe Estate and refurbished the cellar 
door, art gallery and restaurant.

Salitage, Pemberton is owned by John and Jenny Hor-
gan who founded one of the pioneer Margaret vineyards 
before moving to the cool climate of Pemberton. Well 
worth a visit for the Pinot Noir alone but also producing 
premium Chardonnay, Sauvignon Blanc and a Caber-
net blend. 

My 10 favourite WA wineries

Enjoy Margaret River's Burch Family Wines

THE Bibbulmun Track 
Team Challenge is a 
unique event that has 
taken place almost every 
year since 2002. 

Over several weekends 
during the spring, four-
person teams represent-
ing corporate bodies, 
schools, sporting organi-
sations, or just groups 
of mates, take part in a 
gruelling four day test 
of mental, physical, and 
emotional strength along 
a 50km section of the 
track. This year the chal-
lenge was around Dwell-
ingup. 

Almost every minute of 
the journey is  lled with a 
bewildering series of activ-
ities for which teams earn 
points, the team with the 
greatest number of points 
being declared the cham-
pion.

This October, a team 
consisting of Mundaring 
residents – Selene Moon-
beams, Ken Graham, 
Fern Pendragon and 
Chris Durrant – all grand-
parents (hence the ‘Sierra 
Grandies’), took up the 
challenge and, despite be-
ing the oldest team in the 
competition,  nished in 

equal second place. 
Perhaps just as impor-

tant, the four ended with 
their friendships intact 
and a warm relationship 
with the other competi-
tors with whom they had 
shared some of the most 
beautiful country in West-
ern Australia.

One of the aims of the 
Challenge is to raise funds 
for the Bibbulmun Track 
Foundation to maintain 
the track. The Bibbulmun 
Track runs nearly 1000 
km from Kalamunda to 
Albany. It was recently 
acclaimed by National 
Geographic Magazine as 
among the top 20 bush 
walks in the world. 

The Grandies are grate-
ful to their Mundaring 
supporters, Club Sierra 
Gym, the Bendigo Bank, 
the Naked Butcher and 
the Breadwinner Bake-
house, and to the many 
friends, relatives and as-
sociates who gave gener-
ously or purchased raf e 
tickets, hot dogs, or health 
snacks. It was a wonderful 
experience, and they could 
not have done it without 
the support.

Sierra Grandies meet the challenge

Royal Gala Tours
Please call 1300 233 556 now for a 2014-2015 
brochure or visit www.royalgalatours.com.au

Anzac Centenary Celebrations Albany
Friday 24 to Sunday 26 April 2015   COST Seniors $690
Police Barracks Mt Barker, Dawn Service at Mt Clarence, 
Visit the National Anzac Centre and be part of the 
historic celebrations.

Bunbury - Margaret River Tour   COST $105
Busselton Jetty, Train to Underwater Observatory, Annie Brook 
Flower Farm, Vasse Virgin Olive Soap Factory, Silk Road, Lunch 
Margaret River Hotel, Chocolate Factory, Canal Rocks, Dunsborough. 

Bunbury Day Tours 
Passengers wishing to join our tours in Bunbury can use  their 
FREE “WA Trip Voucher” Pensioner Concession or a Senior Card 
discount with Transwa bus or train, to travel to Bunbury.
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Y 2015 Gibb
River and
Kalumbaru

Road
Travellers

Guide just $5
plus p&h
To get yours, call

the Gibb River Road
specialists at Derby

Visitor Centre now on
1800 621 426

or go online to
www.derbytourism.com.au
E: info@derbytourism.com.au

LTA: 9TA355
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65 Ormsby Terrace, Mandurah

T: 9535 6633 
E: reservations@atriumhotel.com.au

(Conditions apply. Bookings essential)
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SUPER SPECIAL
‘Have a go Rate’

Service with a smile, 
affordable prices, all 
at one of WA’s most 

searched destinations!

Mention this ad 
for rates from 
$90 per night

BEST WESTERN Hospitality Inn Geraldton
169 Cathedral Ave, Geraldton  
9921 1422 
geraldton@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinngeraldton.com.au

BEST WESTERN Geraldton’s
senior’s special

• GUEST BONUS - FREE welcome drink when dining at 
   The Emerald Room Restaurant 
• FREE continental breakfast
• FREE in-house movies, FOXTEL and broadband internet
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry
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Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential

*ONLY $139 
PER NIGHT

om
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by Brad Elborough

I HAVE not seen anything 
like Coral Bay before. When I 
checked in to Peoples Park in 
the recent October school holi-
days, I was told that I had until 
the end of the week to con rm 
my spot for 2016.

2016! What about 2015? 
“That was booked out last 

year!”
I have to admit the expecta-

tions for my stay had just risen 
somewhat. If people were 
booking two years in advance 
for this place, it must be some-
thing special.

My accommodation for the 
next week was a two-bedroom 
cabin, as the van and tent sites 
were all occupied as well.

There were people in every 
nook and cranny of the holiday 
park – yet it didn’t seem un-
comfortably packed.

Firstly, the cabins. These 
were neat and clean. As well 
as having two bedrooms there 
was also a double bunk. That 
got the  rst tick of approval 
from the kids – something to 
climb on.

Throughout the week I was 
there, I don’t recall ever having 
said: “Gee, I wish this cabin 
had a...” And we were travel-
ling with three kids (one of 
them still in nappies).

Now it seems unfair to rate, 
judge, or comment on Peoples 
Park by itself. You see the en-
tire Coral Bay joins in to add 
to the holiday experience. If 
you took any one aspect of the 
beautiful destination away, it 
wouldn’t be the same. It would 
be like removing a limb.

It reminds me of Rottnest 
Island in some ways. Each 
morning we would walk to the 
bakery and have a coffee (and 
maybe something to eat).

We were travelling with 
four other families who are 
annual visitors to Coral Bay at 
this time of the year. They con-
verge there in time to watch the 
AFL Grand Final, stay for the 
NRL Grand Final the follow-
ing week and for another seven 
days to discuss both.

Each of us had kids, so there 
was a strong and (generally) 
friendly community among 
them. Actually there were kids 
everywhere.

Now, usually Peoples Park 
would fall a rung down the 
ladder because of its kids fa-
cilities. There aren’t any. But 
less than 100m from the front 
of the park was the beautiful 
beach, which boasts a part of 
Ningaloo Reef. Fish the size of 
my youngest child were swim-
ming in the shallows among 
snorkelers – snorkelers who 

could get a good show of col-
our just metres off the sand.

This was where the majority 
of our week at Coral Bay was 
spent – adhering strictly to the 
‘slip, slop, slap’ philosophy.

The other parks had heaps 
for the kids to do, including 
playgrounds and one of those 
massive jumping castles.

We often tell stories of when 
we were kids. If we stayed in 
a caravan park our parents 
would only see us before 
breakfast and then at dinner 
time. It was almost as if we 
had gone back in time during 
this week. My kids showed an 
independence that I had rarely 
seen before.

(Note: between all of the 
adults and the elder kids in the 
group, there was a constant 
visual eye kept of the young-
sters, even though they didn’t 
know it).

Peoples Park does have 
three barbecue areas and a 
large camp kitchen. And even 
though we had a fully equipped 
kitchen, we didn’t need it. The 
people we were staying with 
were well set up.

Between the barbecue, lo-
cated conveniently outside one 
of their caravans and the cook-
ing facilities they all carried 
with them, we had the ability 
to feed a small army, which 
is pretty much what we had 
to do.

The large cobia I caught 
while out on a  shing charter 
also helped.

We even put together two of 
those four-posted shade areas 
to make a communal dining 
area.

The Coral Bay regulars had 
plenty of supplies that they had 
taken with them from Perth, 
but we were relying on the lo-
cal shops for our groceries.

That was the one negative 
of the week; the cost of provi-
sions that had to be purchased 
while in Coral Bay. I’d take 
more with me next time.

However, there wasn’t 
much you couldn’t buy and 
as well as having the Coral 
Bay supermarket (which was 
for sale) Peoples Park also has 
several stores located in its car 
park, one of which sells gro-
ceries.

Another was a terri c little 
alfresco restaurant that was full 
day and night. So, needless to 
say, we’re booked for a return 
visit in 2016.

Coral Bay is more than 
1100km from Perth and it 
takes about 12.5 hours to drive 
there.

There are  ights between 
Perth and Learmonth (Ex-
mouth). It then takes about two 
hours to drive to Coral Bay, or 
you can organise to be picked 
up by Coral Bay Tours.

Visit www.peopleparkc-
oralbay.com.au or www.vis-
itningaloo.com.au/our-region/
coral-bay.

by Mike Roennfeldt

ALONG WA’s vast coast-
line there are so many won-
derful  shing spots. There 
are probably hundreds that 
I haven’t been privileged 
to visit, so any top 10 list is 
bound to be subjective. The 
following are just some of 
the places that have provided 
me with countless hours of 
pleasure and unforgettable 
 shing. Most of these are 
spots that have drawn me 
back time and time again 
and will probably continue 
to do so as long as I have the 
strength to cast and wind in 
that big one.

Exmouth: Undisputed 
game and sport  shing 
capital of the West Coast. 
Wonderful light tackle sport 
 shing in the gulf and inside 
Ningaloo Reef, world class 
trolling outside the reef for 
mackerel, sail sh and the 
like, superlative bottom  sh-
ing and consistently great 
marlin  shing for lots of 
small blacks and occasional 
huge blues. Exmouth has it 
all.

Kalbarri: Endless shore 
 shing options. Huge tailor 
from the reefs close to town 
and at the river mouth, mul-
loway along the beaches 
both sides of the river, excel-
lent rock  shing along the 
gorges to the south and big 
black bream and yellow n 
whiting in the Murchison 
River. The  rst half of the 
year is best for trolling off-
shore for mackerel and tuna, 
with quality bottom  sh year 
round.

Quobba: A rock  shing 
paradise for the  t and agile. 
Big mackerel, tuna, cobia 
and more for those who en-
joy spinning or gas balloon-
ing. A place to exercise cau-
tion at all times, especially 
with a big swell running, 
but the rewards can be mind 
blowing. If ever you were 
going to lose a hooked  sh 
to a shark, it would probably 
happen here.

Gnaraloo: A favourite 
among those prepared to tow 
their boats along sometimes 
rough roads to get to some of 

Going  shing 
- WA’s 10 top 
 shing spots

Shallow water baldchin  shing at the Abrolhos Islands can be 
exceptional but tough on tackle

the best light game and bot-
tom  shing anywhere. Big 
red emperor, spangled em-
peror, mackerel, yellow n 
tuna and most other northern 
species make every trip out 
an adventure.

Walpole: Beautiful Nor-
nalup Estuary and the Fran-
kland River are ideal for 
small boat  shing for a range 
of species. Yellow n whit-
ing are a favourite and there 
is some unsurpassed sight 
 shing with lure and  y for 
black bream over the shal-
low  ats in summer.

Esperance: The endless 
white beaches of Esperance 
are perfect for those who love 
light 4WD  shing. Salmon 
schools can usually be found 
somewhere at most times of 
the year and big tackle-bust-
ing skippy regularly turn up 
in the deeper holes. There are 
King George whiting in the 
sand holes among the weed 
beds and plenty of bream in 
the lakes around town.

Abrohlos Islands: A 
place for bigger boats or 
charter trips as there is no 
onshore accommodation. 
The trolling for mackerel 
and tuna in autumn can be 
brilliant and the bottom  sh-
ing for dhu sh, snapper and 
baldchin is legendary. Shal-
low water  shing for bald-
chin here can be exceptional 
but tough on tackle.

Geraldton: Locals are 
spoilt for choice, with plenty 
of very good tailor and mul-
loway  shing options close 
to town. The S-Bend area 
to the north is great for both 
species and this is one place 
where dhu sh are regularly 
caught from shore. Port 
Denison marina occasion-
ally turns on excellent mul-
loway  shing from the rock 
wall.

Swan River: An amazing 
waterway that offers qual-
ity black bream  shing year 
round, great wading for  at-
head in summer, mulloway 
in the deep holes around 
Mosman in autumn, heaps 
of tailor in the lower reaches 
from November onwards 
and occasional exciting ses-
sions on giant herring up to a 
metre long in early summer.

Rottnest Island: Small 
boat  shing around the is-
land can be great for her-
ring and King George whit-
ing. Big salmon schools 
turn up along the south side 
and at West End in autumn 
and reefy outcrops often 
hold schools of big, arm-
stretching yellowtail kings. 
Sanctuary zones have made 
shore  shing much more dif-
 cult these days but there are 
some good spots accessible 
by bike that turn up big tai-
lor, herring, skippy and King 
George.

Caravanning and Campinglet’s go pingping

Left to right; People’s Park Caravan Park - Beautiful Coral Bay

BEST WESTERN Hospitality Inn Esperance
44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
9071 1999 
esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

BEST WESTERN Esperance’s
seaside senior’s special

• FREE continental breakfast daily
• FREE in-house movies, FOXTEL and broadband internet
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the Seasons Restaurant
• CENTRAL town location opposite the bay
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry
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Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some block out dates apply

*ONLY $125 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

BEST WESTERN Hospitality Inn Kalgoorlie
560 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
9021 2888 
kalgoorlie@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnkalgoorlie.com.au

Experience 
BEST WESTERN Kalgoorlie

• FREE continental breakfast daily       
• FREE in-house movies, FOXTEL and broadband internet
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the 
   Katherine Station Restaurant
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry
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Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential 

*ONLY $129 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

LATHER UP
in salt or hard water

For the best 
wash in any 
water - salt 
to fresh, use 
Peter G’s
Liquid Soap 
& Shampoo

pH Neutral
and gentle on 
sensitive skin
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Available from Offroad Equipment Myaree, 
Northern 4WD Centre Wangara, Getaway 
Outdoors and other good camping stores

Phone 9249 1963 for the 
outlet nearest to you

PROTECT YOUR CARAVAN/MOTOR HOME 
FROM WATER LEAKS WITH EPDM LIQUID ROOF 

RING 0477 999 546
WATERPROOF • INSULATE • PROTECT
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WIN BACK $1000
HAVE A ROOF COATING DONE BY AN APPROVED 

APPLICATOR BETWEEN NOVEMBER & FEBRUARY, 
2015 TO BE ENTERED INTO THE DRAW

Carnamah Hotel

*Conditions apply. Offer applies to room stays.

Built in early 1920, warm and friendly atmosphere, 
clean, comfortable and air conditioned. 

We also serve excellent meals and cold drinks.
22 Macpherson Street, Carnamah

Ph 9951 1023  Email cahotel@bigpond.com

*BOOK FOR 2 NIGHTS OR MORE 
AND RECEIVE A 10% DISCOUNT
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travelling travellinglet’s go 
ADVERTISING FEATURE

Restaurant Accommodation Relax

SENIOR’S DISCOUNT - $130 including full buffet breakfast

Quality Inn Railway Motel & Function Centre
(Opposite the railway station)

51 Forrest St, Kalgoorlie  Freecall 1800 055 249
E: reservations@railwaymotel.com.au
www. railwaymotel.com.au  www.choicehotels.com.au
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Qantas Regional Services Business Class Review

by Chris Frame 

AT JUST under 600km east of Perth, Kal-
goorlie is far enough away to make  ying 
the best option. Getting there by air reduced 
a six hour journey by car to one hour,  ve 
minutes. 

With Qantas’ three daily return  ights, 
getting to and from the mining city is a 
breeze.

It may seem indulgent to  y business 
class for a 65 minute service, however with 
many repeat business travellers, particularly 
those associated with the mining companies 
in Kalgoorlie, frequent  ying in economy 
can get uncomfortable. 

Travellers seeking business class should 
be aware that the red roo operates both Qan-
tas and QantasLink services on this route. 
While the Qantas service (that I  ew) is 
aboard a 737-838 aircraft with a business 
class cabin, the QantasLink 717-200 serv-
ices on this route offer only an economy 
cabin.

Virgin Australia now operates E90 serv-
ices on the Perth – Kalgoorlie run (replac-
ing the older F100’s), so Qantas has com-
petition for passengers seeking a seat in the 
pointy end for the  rst time since Ansett 
collapsed. 

So let’s check it out.
Check In and Lounge: 
A QF  ight out of Perth means you’ll 

check in using Qantas’ excellent Next Gen-

eration Check In. This system is intuitive 
and saves time waiting in queues, which is a 
real bene t to me.  

There is also a self-service bag-drop. I 
wasn’t checking any luggage in, but hav-
ing used the system before it’s also easy and 
simple to use. There are staff on standby if 
you need a hand. 

However, if you prefer the older face-to-
face style check in, and you hold a Platinum 
One, Platinum or Gold Qantas Frequent 
Flyer Card, there is an option of a traditional 
check in at Perth. 

The Qantas Club at Perth domestic air-
port is large with a full suite of services. 
These include a bar and barista offering, 
food buffet, business centre (with iMac’s 
that operate both Windows 7 and OSX) and 
plenty of seating although FIFO  ights prior 
to 9am can make the lounge very crowded.

Seat:
The cabin of this 737 was of the clas-

sic style (before the Boeing Sky Interior) 
though it was  tted with the newer Marc 
Newson/Recaro seat, which includes Pa-
nasonic Audio Video on Demand (AVOD).

While regular Qantas travellers may 
dread seeing this seat on the longer A330 
east/west coast services (laid out as 2-3-2 
as opposed to a 2-2-2 SkyBed or Silver-
wing con guration), for the 737 I was actu-
ally pleased to see the Recaro seat. It looks 
modern and comfortable, and given it had 
AVOD to keep me entertained for the short 

 ight, I was happy! 
There are three rows in the Qantas 737 

Business Class cabin set out in a 2-2 con g-
uration. Each seat offers 38 inches of pitch. 
Given I am 197cm (6’5”) tall, this seat pitch 
is ample if the person in front doesn’t re-
cline. If they do, then it can get a bit squashy. 

The seat is 22” wide, which feels gener-
ous for a single aisle aircraft, while the tray 
table is very thin, and neatly folded into the 
armrest offering maximum space. The table 
is wide enough for my Macbook Air to sit 
comfortably on, and in-seat power means 
you can keep your tech charged during the 
 ight.

Meal:
Lunch was offered on this service, and 

was served after an initial drinks run (I opt-
ed for a sparkling white).  

The offering was a prosciutto salad, 
which sadly didn’t work so well for me as I 
don’t like prosciutto. Given there was only 
one choice of meal on this  ight (catering 
glitch), I’d recommend anyone who is fussy 
about which meats they eat to select the 
vegetarian option in ‘Manage your book-
ing’ through Qantas.com before your  ight. 

The cabin supervisor was very apolo-
getic and offered to grab me an economy 
meal, but I wasn’t overly hungry so I gave 
it a miss.

The meal came with a warm bread roll, 
as well as a second drink service and water. 
Also included on the tray was a small cake. 

What it lacked in appearance it made up in 
taste and was actually very satisfying. 

To end the meal service, tea & coffee 
was offered. I choose coffee (which was 
 ltered). It came with a small Lindt milk 
chocolate.  

Entertainment and Service:
Having access to the Panasonic AVOD 

system was a great bene t for passengers on 
this service. Granted, it’s only an hour in the 
air, but for regulars on this run, it’s a great 
way to pass the time.

On this aircraft, the AVOD monitors are 
on the seatback, meaning you can access 
Qantas’ in ight entertainment the entire 
time you are aboard the aircraft. 

The system is set to only offer options 
that can be watched in entirety during the 
short  ight – meaning no movies, which 
makes sense. Options included TV, Radio 
and Flight Path, as well as a kids selection 
for those travelling with children. 

I checked out the TV options, found 
‘Comedy on Q’ and ended up watching an 
episode of Modern Family. There’s plenty 
of other choice though, with many genres 
also available including documentaries, the 
‘IQ’ channel and news.  

Business Class passengers were given 
a pair of noise-reducing (not noise-cancel-
ling) headphones, which worked well on 
this service and the sound quality was good. 
Being seated ahead of the engines also helps 
keep the cabin quiet.  

The cabin crew on this  ight were excel-
lent. On boarding I was greeted by name, 
attentively looked after during the  ight and 
the farewell was done with a genuine smile. 

Summary:
The service on this  ight was excellent, 

with a fast and ef cient, yet friendly and 
personalised experience. 

Having an aircraft that had the newer 
seating, with personalised AVOD and lap-
top power was another bonus, and really 
made the  ight seem a bit more special than 
usual.

The food presentation was good, but 
sadly lacked an alternative choice.

I’d recommend Qantas’ 737 business 
class to Kalgoorlie for the frequent traveller 
who wants a bit of extra comfort. I would 
try and choose this cabin and aircraft over 
the 717, particularly if doing the  ight often.

Features
The best: The Marc Newson/Recaro 

seats that include Panasonic Audio Video on 
Demand (AVOD).

The worst: The meal, small and not 
overly appetising.  

The Wow Factor: The crew – they were 
excellent.  

My scores:
Seat: 4/5
Service: 5/5
Meal: 3/5
Entertainment: 5/5
Overall: 4/5

From left to right; Enjoy reduced travel time when you journey to Kalgoorlie via Qantas - food and beverage is available in ight - Check in with ease

BRING in the New Year with friends and 
family overlooking the ocean at the Rendez-
vous Hotel.

The evening will include live entertain-
ment, free  owing canapés and fork food, 
four and half hour beverage package and 
breathtaking views.

The menu includes antipasto and sushi 
platters, a selection of canapés including 
oysters, smoked salmon, prawn and chorizo 
tostada, chicken satays, arancini balls, and 
pork belly.

The fork food selection includes barra-

mundi, beef and chicken and there is a dessert 
selection and a late night supper as well.

The evening commences at 8pm. Guests 
will enjoy seeing in 2015 from the hotel. 
Book a night’s accommodation and really 
make it a special start to the new year.

WIN WIN WIN
To be in the draw to win a double pass to the 

Rendezvous’s New Year’s Eve Party worth 
$300, simply email win@haveagonews.com.
au or call the of ce during business hours 
on 9227 8283. Competition closes 16/12/14, 
winners noti ed by phone.

New Year’s Eve at Rendezvous Hotel, Scarborough
Paradise 
Motor Inn

Friendly & Aff ordable

4 & 7 Night Packages includes breakfast
*SENIOR SPRING SPECIALS SEPT, OCT & NOV
Phone Louisa for details 9752 1200

Email: paradisemotorinn@bigpond.com
www.paradisemotorinn.com.au

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

*MENTION 
THIS AD!
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Shire of Northam - Northam Visitor Centre
2 Grey Street, Northam WA  T: 9622 2100  F: 9622 5490
E: tourist@northam.wa.gov.au  www.northam.wa.gov.au
Located in the picturesque Avon Valley, Northam is home to a range of tourist 
and heritage attractions.
Call in and learn about our:
• Tours and walking trails   • Popular Migrants Display  
• Wide range of gifts and souvenirs  • Diverse cultural history 
• Aboriginal and Environmental Interpretive Centre 
• Cafes & restaurants, special events and activities.
• Historic buildings, museums, galleries
Relax by the Avon River and walk across Australia’s longest pedestrian 
suspension bridge to view the white swans on the river.
Other local attractions include horse racing, hot air ballooning and wineries.
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$100 
per night twin share
with full breakfast

Madonna Rock - Historical mineral springs and pool
Ned Kelly wood carving - Malleefowl carving - Wildfl owers

56 Yougenup Rd, Gnowangerup

9827 1278 or 0427 903 149

Gnowangerup B&B
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THE OLD CONVENT 
DALWALLINU

Ideally located 1km south of Dalwallinu town site 
on 50 acres of beautiful countryside...
The Old Convent has 11 guest rooms available; king 
single, queen or king with shared ablution facilities.
Each room has tea and coff ee facilities, a bar fridge and 
tv. Continental breakfast included (cooked breakfasts 
and evening meals will incur additional charges).
Other facilities; large function room, pool, pool table, 
bar facilities, mini golf course, BBQ area, second hand 
book exchange, *wifi  available. 
We also cater for diff erent types of functions.

BOOKINGS 9661 1551 or 0428 663 015
Email admin@theoldconventdalwallinu.com.au
www.theoldconventdalwallinu.com.au
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Comfortable airconditioned motel suites, and 
traditional hotel accommodation along 

with excellent conference facilities, 
Thirsty Camel drive thru bottle shop, 

bistro and public bars. BBQ and swimming pool.
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95-97 Avon Tce, York  9641 100795-97 Avon Tce, York  9641 1007
bestyorkpub@castlehotel.com.au  bestyorkpub@castlehotel.com.au  

www.castlehotel.com.auwww.castlehotel.com.au  
Lic No. 6010009910

“The oldest inland Hotel in WA”

IN THE last few years Perth hotels have 
made great leaps ahead with food, service, 
refurbishments and availability.
Here we pick our Top 5 hotels in Perth.

No 1 – Crown Metropol
After extensive renovations throughout 

the hotel and grounds, the Metropol is the 
jewel in Perth’s crown. Superbly appoint-
ed rooms and a stunning resort pool with 
access to some of Perth’s best restaurants 
and the casino – Metropol is a world class 
hotel and deserves its number one rating.

http://www.crownperth.com.au/hotels-
spa/crown-metropol-perth/about

No 2 – Rendezvous Grand Hotel 
Scarborough

The Rendezvous at Scarborough really 
has come into the 21st century with excel-

lent refurbished rooms, a quality restau-
rant and service all served up with some of 
Perth’s best ocean views. 

www.tfehotels.com/.../rendezvous-ho-
tels/rendezvous-hotel-perth- scarborough

No 3 – Esplanade Hotel – Fremantle 
This iconic Fremantle hotel offers quality 

accommodations in the port city. Hotel group 
Rydges operate the hotel. The hotel offers 
good size rooms, two restaurants and free wifi  
and one of the highlights of the accommoda-
tions is their dream beds. Don’t miss the op-
portunity to try the Sunday afternoon high tea.  

http://www.rydges.com/accommodation/
perth-wa/esplanade-hotel-fremantle-by-rydg-
es/welcome/

No 4 – Fraser Suites Hotel
Apartment style accommodation is be-

coming a popular option for guests these 
days and offers greater fl exibility for ca-
tering. If you love cricket then this is the 
perfect place to stay for a bird’s eye view 
to the WACA.

http://perth.frasershospitality.com/en
No 5 – Assured Apartment Ascot 

Quays
This hidden gem meanders down the 

banks of the Swan River and offers a 
unique spot for guests to enjoy the Swan 
River. A perfect spot for a wedding or 
function by the pool or slip away for 
a weekend of indulgence in one of the 
spa suites. Don’t miss dining at 150 East 
Riverside Bar Restaurant, the food is sub-
lime. 

http://www.assuredhotels.com.au/

Have a Go News’ top fi ve Perth hotels

WELL KNOWN Swan Val-
ley professional tour guide 
Loris Harding (pictured 
above) has now put her pas-
sion for good food and her 
knowledge of the Swan Val-
ley into a new venture called 
Taste Bud Tours.

Taste Bud Tours introduce 
a new concept into the Swan 
Valley called ‘Speed Graz-
ing’. 

Loris is a passionate tour 
guide and has received many 
awards for her innovation in 
delivering a unique service for 
visitors to the Swan Valley.

In this year’s Western Aus-
tralian Tourism Awards Loris 
took out the coveted FACET 
Golden Guide Award which 
honours her as the best in her 
fi eld.

Congratulations to Loris 
and Taste Bud Tours for her 
ground-breaking and unique 
tours which she personally 
delivers to guests.

Speed Grazing allows visi-
tors to explore the Valley with 
a small personalised tour be-
tween 14 – 16 guests visiting 
10 of the regions most deli-
cious locations and enjoying 
more than 25 different tasting 
experiences in an exciting and 
fun fi lled half day tour.

The morning tour is the 
Good Food and Wine Trail 
and visits Yahava Koffee 
Works, Cape Lavender, Mago 
Coffee, Windarra Honey, Og-
gies Icecream and English 
Sweet Shop, Valenti’s on the 
Brook (weekends) or Maalin-
up Aboriginal Gallery (mid-
week), Windy Creek Estate, 
Mondo Nougat, Morish Nuts 
and Whistler’s Chocolates.

The afternoon tour is the 
Good Food, Wine and Beer 
Trail and features visits to Ya-
hava Koffee Works, Margaret 
River Chocolate Co, Cape 
Lavender, Mago Coffee, Jar-
rah Ridge Wines, The House 
of Honey, Mondo Nougat, 
Morish Nuts, a roadside farm 
stall, Ironbark Brewery and 
the World’s Healthiest Juice 
Co and Naked Bakery.

Another tour which is sure 

to be popular with visitors to 
Perth who are looking for a 
local wildlife experience is 
the Good Food, Wine and 
Wildlife package which in-
cludes the morning Good 
Food and Wine Trail plus ad-
mission to Caversham Wild-
life Park.

Pick up locations for the 
tours include the Welling-

ton Tourist Coach Stand or 
in Guildford opposite the 
Swan Valley Visitor Centre in 
Meadow Street

For further information call 
0412 244 201 or visit www.
tastebudtours.com.au

WIN WIN WIN
To be in the draw to win a 

Speed Grazing the Swan Val-
ley Tour for four (4) people 
valued at $340 simply send an 
email including your name 
and contact details with Speed 
Grazing in the subject line to 
win@haveagonews.com.au 
or send an envelope to Taste 
Bud Tours Competition  – C/- 
Have a Go News – PO Box 
1042, West Leederville 6901. 
Please include your name, 
address and phone number 
on the reverse side. Only over 
45s eligible and competition 
closes 10/1/15.

“Speed Grazing” in the Swan Valley

Crown Metropol Pool

travellinglet’s go 
ADVERTISING FEATURE

AT CASCADES they believe 
no one should spend Christ-
mas alone, so come and join 
the Christmas tour (24-29 De-
cember). This will take you to 
the Gloucester Motel in Pem-
berton for two nights, enjoy-
ing the best buffet Christmas 
lunch in WA followed by a 
trip to the 100 year old forest 
amongst other attractions. 

Dinner will be a barbecue 
at the motel cooked by your 
crew. This is so the motel staff 
can spend Christmas night 

with their families and the 
group can still enjoy dinner 
together.

Then travel to Albany stay-
ing at the Le Grande Motel 
for three nights. Take in the 
sights of Albany, visiting the 
toffee factory and other places 
of interest in Denmark and 
Albany.

The tour includes all 
cooked breakfasts and din-
ners, some lunches and home 
made morning tea each day.

This is a friendly and relax-

ing tour with fun and games 
on board the coach, home 
pick ups and returns and a 
chance to catch up with old 
friends and meet new ones.

Cascade Tours has 20 years 
experience in the coach indus-
try, including providing sen-
iors day tours. They are proud 
of their friendly, professional 
and caring service.

For further details contact 
Cascade Tours on 0421 306 
734 or 9378 994 (evenings) or 
visit www.cascadetours.net.

Cascade Tours Christmas Tour

CHRISTMAS is the ideal 
time to develop your interest 
in metal detecting. You can 
get everything that you need at 
Reeds Prospecting Supplies in 
Bellevue.

Reed’s friendly and knowl-
edgeable staff will help you 
understand the different detec-
tors and how to get started in 
the bush. They will also help 
you make easy sense of the 
rules and obligations. You will 

feel confi dent to get going and 
begin your prospecting adven-
ture in no time.

The staff at Reeds Prospect-
ing will help you get the best 
deals and products to maxim-
ise your detecting success.

There are plenty of exciting 
Christmas deals and specials 
available, so now is the per-
fect time to purchase metal 
detecting equipment. Buy for 
someone you love, or for your-

self and make the most of the 
Christmas specials. 

Phone or visit Reeds Pros-
pecting Supplies to ensure that 
you have a merry detecting 
Christmas.

Reeds Prospecting Sup-
plies, 25B Helen Street, Bel-
levue WA 6250

PH: 9250 3388, email: 
jeff@reedsprospecting.com.
au, or www.reedsprospecting.
com.au

Go for gold this Christmas

CRAWFORD HOUSE B&BCRAWFORD HOUSE B&B
A delightful Art Deco home charmingly refurbished, 
situated within 5km of Perth City. Convenient to both 

airports, interstate and intrastate trains and 
public transport to many attractions. 

Close to Edith Cowan University, parks, gardens, tennis, 
golf and character pubs and cafes with cosmopolitan fare 

catering for all tastes. On Trip Advisor.
 303 Crawford Rd, Inglewood  PH 9272 5305

Email: ann@bnb-perth-inglewood.com
www.bnb-perth-inglewood.com
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NORSEMAN
The Gateway to Western Australia

• Nullabor Links Golf Course - the world’s longest golf course
• Tin Camels 

- a tribute to the Camel Trains that carried mail and freight
• Beacon Hill - Enjoy a walk trail and panoramic views of Norseman 
• Phoenix Tailings Dump

- resembles a topless pyramid and contains gold
• Granite Woodlands Discovery Trail - 16 interpretive sites, offers 

opportunities for camping, bushwalking, exploring granite rock 
formations and viewing spring wildfl owers

• Pack a BBQ picnic and take the 28 km heritage trail to explore 
Dundas Rocks’ huge ancient boulders and rock formations.

• Hyden Rock - enjoy the rock’s walks, surrounding fl ora and fauna.
• Bromus Dam - free camping area with bushwalks, lots to explore 

or a great place to have a BBQ or picnic.
• Mt Jimberlana - 5km east of town, offering spectacular views from 

the top with a picnic area at the base.
• Phoenix Park - educational, historical and is close to the town centre



AvonLink Timetable

Transwa’s AvonLink Train

Midland to Toodyay and Northam 

Ask 

about our 50% 

concession fares 

for Seniors, WA 

Pensioners and  

Students

Relax and take in the beautiful scenery of the Avon Valley region when 
travelling on Transwa’s comfortable AvonLink service, inclusive of large 
windows, footrests, power for personal computers and free WiFi.

Expansion of AvonLink Services
From 1 December 2014 Transwa will operate 14 return 
services per week, including a Saturday service.  Connect with 
suburban Transperth services and board the AvonLink train 
from Midland Station to travel to Toodyay and Northam.  The 
MerredinLink service will continue to operate on Wednesdays.

Transwa SmartCommuter Card
Frequent AvonLink travellers can take advantage of the Transwa 
SmartCommuter Card from 1 January 2015* and save 35% 
on standard fares. The membership card will make frequent 
travel on Transwa services a more affordable and convenient 
customer experience. Application forms are now available from 
Transwa Booking Centres at Armadale Station, East Perth  Station 
and Midland Station or online at www.transwa.wa.gov.au.

*conditions apply
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 Public Transport
Authority Transwa we’re going your way

Tickets available             
on-board (cash only) 

or book by telephoning         
1300 662 205 or visit:
East Perth Booking 

Counter
Public Transport Centre, 
West Parade, East Perth

Mon-Fri Mon, Tue, 
Thu, Fri

Mon, Tue, 
Thu, Fri

Sat Mon, Tue, 
Thu, Fri

Mon, Tue, 
Thu, Fri

Mon-Fri Sat

AVM2 AVM4 AVM6 AVM8 MAV1 MAV3 MAV5 MAV7

Northam 6.30am 10.00am 4.00pm 8.30am Midland 8.15am 2.00pm 5.50pm 3.35pm

Toodyay 6.50am 10.20am 4.20pm 8.50pm Toodyay 9.10am 2.55pm 6.45pm 4.30pm

Midland 7.50am 11.20am 5.20pm 9.50pm Northam 9.35am 3.20pm 7.10pm 4.55pm




