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St Petersburg offers visitors a slice of history and pictured above is the world famous landmark the Church of our Saviour on Spilled Blood - Pat Paleeya spent two days 
discovering the city during a cruise stopover and she gives us a snapshot view of this historic city on page 26.

WA's Great Outdoors • WA Wildflowers • Cruising

OCTOBER 2016

is a division of The Holidayplanet Group 
serving West Australian’s for over 15 years

CONTACT US
        BY PHONE: 7 Days a week on 1300 789 567;         PERSONAL VISIT: Mon-Fri: 299 Vincent Street Leederville;
        ONLINE: Seniorsplanet.com.au or         EMAIL: haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

Terms and conditions: Prices are correct as at 3 October. Prices are per person, based on twin share, in an inside cabin and are subject to availability. Upgrading to higher cabin categories will incur additional costs. *Coles/Myer Vouchers 
are per couple and only apply if the booking is made and paid in full by the date advised by your consultant. This offer is not combinable with any other HolidayPlanet offer. Onboard Credit amount is not applicable to all cabin types. 

PORTS: Rome, Naples, Athens, Santorini, Suez Canal, 
Aqaba, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, Cochin, Colombo, Penang, 
Kuala Lumpur, Singapore

INCLUSIONS:
• Airfare Perth to Rome & Singapore to Perth
• 2 nights 4 star Rome Hotel
• 28 nights onboard Majestic Princess Princess’s brand new ship!
• All meals, entertainment & port taxes onboard
• Bonus up to $100 onboard credit per cabin
• 2 nights 4 star Singapore Hotel

18 MAY 2017 | 33 DAYS

from $4999

ROME TO SINGAPORE FlyCruise
Free
$200
Coles Myer
Voucher

per booking*
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The travel industry and readers are 
welcome to contact the travel editor:  

Ph 9227 8283  
Email: jen@haveagonews.com.au

Left to right; Jen Merigan - Fraser Suites Perth Suite
HA

GN
#0

68
/2

95

FUNSEEKER TOURS & CHARTER 
PH 1300 660 668 (24hrs)  

Email funseek@iinet.net.au  Visit www.funseekertours.com.au 

Travel in our Mitsubishi Rosa 24 seater coach with seatbelts. 
Fully inclusive packages, home pick up and return - all meals, 

entries and ensuite accommodation. No hidden extras.

OCTOBER AMAZING ALBANY 
WILDFLOWERS

$1,795

DECEMBER MANJIMUP CHERRY FESTIVAL $   900
DECEMBER CHRISTMAS BY THE BAY $1,850

2016 TOURING PROGRAMME

Grand Tour of Italy May/Aug 
Cinque Terre Tour May/Sept 
Discovering Le Marche Tour June
Le Marche in Autumn Sept 
A Taste of the Adriatic May/Aug

The Northern Lakes June   
& Dolomites Tour  
Opera & Food Aug 

The Best of Tuscany, Sept   
Umbria & Le Marche

HAGN#044/295

CHINA Southern Airlines 
are off ering people aged 
65 and over some very 
special business class 
fares on sale until the 31 
December. 

Travel dates are for 
departures up to 9 De-
cember and then from 15 
December to 31 March, 
2017.

These well-priced 
business class fares are 
for travel to Europe and 
China.

Travel in style aboard 
brand new state of the 
art Airbus A330-200, en-
joy delicious Chinese and 

Western cuisine, enjoy 
exclusive access to the 
VIP lounges in Guang-
zhou and receive free Sky 
Pearl Club membership.

Business class fares 
to Europe are London 
from $4591, Paris $4411, 
Rome $4332, Frankfurt 
$4308 or Amsterdam 
from $4308. Business 
class fares to Beijing 
and Shanghai start from 
$2825.

For further information 
contact your local travel 
agent or call China South-
ern Airways on 1300 889 
628.

***
 I SPENT an evening 

last month at the Fraser 
Suites Perth in Adelaide 
Terrace to showcase their 
stay and dining packages 
to our readership. The 
property off ers  ve star 
apartment style accom-
modations with superb 
views overlooking the 
Swan River and the city.

The rooms are stylish, 
well appointed and off er 
all the mod cons.

Frasers Suites have 
teamed up with My 
Kitchen Rules and paleo 
chef Pete Evans  who has 

redesigned the hotel’s 
menus including the of-
ferings at the Heirloom 
Restaurant.

The menu utilises sus-
tainable WA ingredients, 
and while there is a paleo 
in uence the food is de-
licious combining fresh, 
healthy and interesting 
 avours and ingredients. 

To celebrate this part-
nership the hotel has 
released two indulgent 
dine and stay packages. 
It’s a wonderful way to 
celebrate a special occa-
sion or to just enjoy a little 
luxury break from home.

The Eat, Stay and In-
dulge Weekend package 
starts at $379 for Stu-
dio Deluxe rooms and 
include chocolates and 
sparkling wine on arrival, 
buff et breakfast for two, 
late checkout at midday, 
complimentary wi  and a 
two-course dinner for two 
including a complimenta-
ry glass of sparkling.

They also off er a Din-
ner, Bed and Breakfast 
package from $244 for 
Studio Deluxe rooms 
booked between Monday 
and Thursday. Included 
are buff et breakfast for 
two, complimentary wi  
and a two-course dinner 
for two including a com-
plimentary glass of spar-
kling each.

For bookings visit                                          

w w w . p e r t h . f r a s e r                      
s h o s p i t a l i t y . c o m                                                
or call 9261 0023.

***
THERE has been talk 

about introducing a T 
plate for tourist drivers in 
Australia with statistics 
showing that one in ten 
Australian vehicle acci-
dents involve tourist driv-
ers.

The idea is to let other 
drivers know that this 
driver may not be com-
pletely aware of Austra-
lian road rules or condi-
tions and to allow them 
to keep their distance. 
It sounds like a practi-
cal idea with 20 per cent 
of visiting tourists hiring 
cars.

If you have a travel is-
sue, enquiry or would 
like to share some infor-
mation, don’t hesitate to 
contact me on the email 
below.

If you’re a facebooker 
than like Have a Go News 
at https://www.facebook.
com/Haveagonews.

Happy trails

Jennifer Merigan
 Travel Editor

SICK of feeling burnt-out, exhausted, and looking at 
scales realising nothing’s really changed? Are you in need 
of a spring-clean? Join Revive Retreat in Yallingup to cre-
ate a healthy, happier more energetic you - and all in  ve-
star luxury. 

Revive Retreat at Smiths Beach Resort is a  ve-
day weight loss and wellness retreat which will transform 
their  tness, shed kilos and improve quality of life. 

The next retreat is Friday 4 to Tuesday 8 November.
   Guests can expect to: 
   Kickstart a new healthy lifestyle
   Achieve weight loss that lasts for the long term
   Take their  tness to a new level
   Ditch the diets and turn their life around
   Break the cycle of bad eating habits 
   Feel good about their body and their life.
The retreat includes twin or single accommodation; 

healthy and tasty balanced meals (some prepared by top 
chef Kate Lamont); delicious beverages including fresh 
juices and smoothies; nutritional talks and cooking demo 
plus recipes, meal plans and ideas to take home. 

Daily activities will include indoor and outdoor  tness 
sessions (tailored to your  tness level), coastal walks, 
yoga, Pilates, stand-up paddle boarding, meditation, an 
indulgent 60 minute massage and more.

Spaces are limited with a max of 10 guests. If you’re 
ready to invest in yourself and spend  ve days focusing 
on you then get in touch today! Revive is also off ering 
readers of Have a Go News $100 off  - mention Have a Go 
when you book. The special price is $1695 twin share and 
$2195 single share.

For more information visit reviveretreat.com.au, call 
0434 549 867 or email info@reviveretreat.com.au.

Revive and renew your body 
in luxury this November

Unlimited overseas
medical expenses

All medical 
conditions considered

Cover up to 100 
years of age

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company, Limited, ABN 49 000 525 637, issues InsureandGo Travel Insurance 
(the insurance). Please read the combined product disclosure statement and financial services guide 
available at www.insureandgo.com.au/policy-wordings.html to decide if the insurance is right for you.

insureandgo.com.auP:1300 550 396
Promo code: haveaGo10
10% off travel insurance!

HAGN#106/295

EARLY BIRD 
RAIL HOLIDAY SALE 

TRAVEL IN 2017 AT 2016 
PRICES - BOOK NOW!

Conditions apply, subject to availability, correct at the time of printing. All sale fares require full payment on booking.

www.australianholidaycentre.com.au
email: perth@australianholidaycentre.com.auConditions apply subject to availability correct at the time of printing All sale fares require full payment on b

GOLD $3450 per person twin share
PLATINUM $5620 per person twin share

CALL 1300 799 342

3 CITIES & 3 TRAINS

• Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Perth to Sydney in Gold Service cabin                
• 3 nts in Sydney • Sydney Harbour Story Cruise • Rail travel on the XPT, 
Day Service Sydney to Melbourne • 3 nights in Melbourne • City tour and 
river cruise • Rail travel on the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nights 
in Adelaide • Adelaide City Sights Tour • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

DARWIN AND 
THE TOP END

7 NIGHTS 
DEPARTS SATURDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Darwin • 3 nights accommodation in Darwin • 2 day 
Kakadu and East Alligator Tour including 1 nights accommodation                  
•  City Tour • Rail travel on The Ghan, Darwin to Adelaide in Gold Service 
inc:meals, drinks and off train experiences • 1 night accommodation in 
Adelaide • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth.

ON SALE FROM ONLY $3830 per person twin share

AROUND 
AUSTRALIA 
BY RAIL

18 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH ON TUESDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Broome • 3 nts in Broome • Town Tour • Air travel, 
Broome to Darwin • 2 nts Darwin • City Tour • Air travel, Darwin to Cairns • 
3 nts in Cairns • Rail travel on the Spirit of Queensland, Cairns to Brisbane 
(Rail Bed) inc meals • 1 nt Brisbane • Rail travel on the XPT, Brisbane 
to Sydney • 2 nts Sydney • City Tour • Rail travel on the XPT, Sydney to            
Melbourne (First Class Seat) • 2 nts Melbourne • City Tour • Rail travel on 
the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nts Adelaide • City Tour • Rail 
travel on the Indian Paci c, Adelaide to Perth in Gold Service inc meals 
GOLD $5590 per person twin share
PLATINUM $7680 per person twin share 

OUTBACK 
ADVENTURE

7 NIGHTS
SET DEPARTURES, 

DEPARTS TUESDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Darwin • Air travel, Perth to Darwin • 3 nights ac-
commodation in Darwin • 2 day/1 night Kakadu and East Alligator River 
Tour including touring and overnight accommodation • Charles Darwin               
Sunset Dinner Cruise • Rail travel on the SPECIAL 3 night Ghan                                                                                                                                
EXPEDITION, Darwin to Adelaide in Gold Service inc:meals, drinks and 
off train experiences  • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

HAGN#043/295

ON SALE FROM ONLY $4999 ppts

THE BEST 
OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS TUESDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Adelaide • 5 nights accommodation in Adelaide • City 
Tour • Barossa & Hahndorf Tour • 2 day Kangaroo Island Tour including 1 
night accommodation • 3 night Murray River Cruise inc: transfers and all 
meals on-board • Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Adelaide to Perth in Gold 
Service includes meals, drinks and off train experiences.

FROM ONLY $3999 per person twin share

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH 

ON SUNDAYS

All fully accommodated with many extras 
Call 1300 662 026 Email aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au

“Get caught in the travel 

web of Aussie Redback Tours”wwwww

HAGN#101/295

DAY TOURS
Southern Wild owers         30 October
Melbourne Cup Lunch Mystery Tour         1 November
Tastes of the Swan Valley                     27 November
Mystery Christmas Lunch            17 & 18 December
EXTENDED TOURS
Southern Wild owers  4 days             23 October
Seniors $945pp Adults $995pp  S/Supp $250
Margaret River Escape  2 days           5 November
Seniors $400pp Adults $450pp  S/Supp $75
Outer Adelaide - Kangaroo Island  
   7 days           7 November
Seniors $2630pp Adults $2680pp  S/Supp $420
Tasmania   12 days       15 November
Seniors $4320pp Adults $4370pp  S/Supp $770
Manjimup Cherry Festival and Gnonesville   
   2 days       10 December
Seniors $400pp Adults $450pp  S/Supp $75

ABN 80 943 433 218
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See pages 39 to 44 
for your guide to the...

Deryn writes a weekly gardening column 
in Habitat and regular garden stories 
for The West Australian newspaper and 
monthly in Gardening Australia magazine. 
She runs a successful Perth garden 
consultancy and assists in the family 
revegetation and land care business. 
Join Deryn Thorpe on these two 
wonderful tours in 2017.

Deryn Thorpe BALTIC & ST PETERSBURG GARDEN CRUISE

21 May - 11 Jun, 2017 25 Mar - Apr, 2017

and the Cotswolds & Chelsea Flower Show

STRATFORD
UPON
AVON

LONDON

COPENHAGEN

WARNEMUNDEKEIL

TALLINN

ST PETERSBURG
HELSINKI

STOCKHOLM
MELBOURNE

CRANBOURNE

MORNINGTON
PENINSULA

DANDENONG 
RANGES

BALLARAT

DAYLESFORD
Visit beautiful gardens in Stratford-upon-Avon and the 
Cotswolds before the Chelsea Flower & Garden Show
in London. Then cruise the Baltic aboard
MS Zuiderdam with 2 days to
explore St Petersburg, visiting
Tallinn, Helsinki, Stockholm
and Copenhagen.

 1800 630 343 www.travelrite.com.ausales@travelrite.com.au

We visit David Glen’s garden Lambley, 
Paul Bangay’s garden Stonefi elds and the 

Botanical Gardens in Ballarat. We visit 
Frogmore Garden in Daylesford before the 

22nd Melbourne International Flower 
& Garden Show, ranked in the top fi ve 

fl ower shows in the world. Later we visit 
beautiful gardens on the Mornington 

Peninsula and the Dandenong Ranges.

MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL 
FLOWER AND GARDEN SHOW

HAGN#069/295

 SALE ON NOW
Asia Travel 2017-2018 Toll Free: 1300 842 688

E: sales@mwtravel.com.au
W: www.mwtravel.com.au

Mandarin World Tours
mandarinworldtours

Fully inclusive
From $4,295

16 Days Vietnam and Cambodia Delight
Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hoian, Ho Chi Minh City
Saigon, Cu Chi Tunnels, 
Phnom Peh&Siem Reap

Fully inclusive
From $3,785

15 Days The Best of Vietnam
Hochiminh City, Saigon, Mekong Delta, Hanoi, 
Cu Chi Tunnels, Dalat, 
Nha Trang, Danang & Hoi An

Fully inclusive
From $4,685

16 Days Mighty Yangtze & Hong Kong
Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Fengdu, Chongqing,
Victoria Cruise on Three 
Gorges & Hong Kong

Fully inclusive
From $5,185

15 Days Natural Wonders of China
Zhangjiajie, Tian Men Mt, Yichang, Yangtze River
Cruise, Chongqing, 
Jiuzhaigou & Chengdu

Fully inclusive
From $6,995

20 Days Japan, Korea, Taiwan Triple Indulgence
Taipei, Kaohsiung, Kenting, Seoul, Gwangju, Sun 
Moon Lake, Busan, Andong,
Mt.Sorak, Tokyo, Kyoto&Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $7,480

15 Days Japan Cherry Blossom & Garden 2017
Tokyo, Hakone, Mt.Fuji, Takayama, Kanazawa,
Kyoto, Nara, Hiroshima,
Miyajima,Kobe, Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $4,995

14 Days Colourful Holi Festival
Delhi, Agra, Bharatpur, Ranthambore, Jaipur, 
Jodhpur,Udaipur

Fully inclusive
From $4,885

14 Days The Spirits of India with Camel Fair
Kolkata, Varanasi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri, Jaipur, 
Pushkar & Delhi RE
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by Jeanette Woolerton

FROM 2 to 30 October,  
the state of Victoria cel-

ebrates all things senior 
in a spectacular series of 
events designed to show 
respect, rejoice and re-
vere senior citizens. The 
celebrations are immense, 
with more than 1500  so-
cial, cultural, educational 
and healthy living activities 
on off er.

Most activities are free, 

while some are ticketed 
and others request en-
try by donation only. The 
festival started with Cel-
ebration Day at Federa-
tion Square on 2 October 
and included music, street 
orienteering through lane-
ways, bike ride along the 
Yarra, a carnival of learn-
ing, and more.

A Festival calendar is 
available online at www.
seniorsonline.vic.gov.au in 
order to plan ahead

The options are limit-
less. People can celebrate 
with old (and new) friends 
at one of many social 
events, activate the  brain 
while sitting, enjoy a free 
concert from U3A choirs, 
improve  physical and 
psychological well-being 
at a session of laughter 
yoga, have  hearing tested 
for free, join a bus tour of 
the National Rhododen-
dron Gardens or relax and 
watch a Sunday afternoon 
movie. 

A personal favourite 
would have to be the Rub-
ber Soul musical group 
who enthral audiences 
(and Beatles’ enthusiasts) 
with their faithful re-cre-
ation of the Beatles’ bal-
lads, complete with Sgt 
Pepper costumes and 
authentic Beatles instru-
ments.

The festival spills out of 
the urban fringe and into 
metropolitan and regional 
Victoria, so people  not 

only get to experience fan-
tastic entertainment, but 
the intoxicating scent of 
spring blossoms, as well 
as a rich, colourful array of 
wild owers carpeting the 
landscape in rural areas. 

The Seniors Festival has 
been going strong since 
1982, so history and expe-
rience guarantee success. 
This timeline provides a 
brief overview of the his-
tory of the Senior Festival: 

1982: The Victorian Se-
niors Festival starts off  as 
Senior Citizens Week.

1990: The  rst multicul-
tural concert for the Festi-
val is staged at Melbourne 
Town Hall in partnership 
with the Ethnic Communi-
ties’ Council of Victoria.

1991: The Victorian 
Seniors Card is launched 
during Senior Citizens 
Week.

1997: Eight days of free 
public transport for all Vic-
torian Seniors Card hold-
ers is introduced.

2002: Senior Citizens 
Week is re-named the Vic-
torian Seniors Festival.

2007: A Festival Hub is 

Victoria  ies the  ag this month to celebrate its older citizens

FOR  most of us, central 
Italy embodies a certain 
type of perfect idyll – great 
Italian art and architec-
ture set against a sunny 
rural backdrop of olive, 
vine and cypress trees. 
More adventurous travel-

lers are now heading for 
Le Marche, the eastern 
most region that makes 
up central Italy. Le Marche 
is rapidly becoming the 
new holiday destination 
for travellers looking for a 
taste of the “real Italy’.

Mario and Viny Vitel-
lone, together with their 
son Gianni, of Vita Ital-
ian Tours are tour leaders 
who specialise in person-
ally guided tours through 
central Italy. Every June, 
they provide an excellent 
opportunity to experience 
life in this beautiful part of 
Italy with their nine days 
Discovering Le Marche 
region.

The tour will also visit 
the tiny Republic of San 
Marino, famous for its his-
tory and pageantry and its 
magni cent hilltop setting 
off ering excellent views 
of the countryside. The 
region has a passion for 
food. From spring through 
to autumn almost every 

country village and town 
will at some point cel-
ebrate its local speciality.

A highlight for the group 
will be a cooking experi-
ence in the historical city 
of Urbania as guests of 
Donatella and Giorgio in 
their award-winning oste-
ria.

This tour is one of many 
that Vita Italian Tours/
Pronto Travel off er to lov-
ers of Italy. For those who 
want to embark on their 
next Italian adventure, Ma-
rio, Viny and Gianni can 
plan the total travel expe-
rience. Call 1300 842 444 
to discuss all your travel 
requirements or visit the 
website www.vitaitalian-
tours.com

Le Marche region: Enjoy a taste of the real Italy

Above; Federation Square comes alive this October
Left; Jeanette Woolerton

introduced at Melbourne 
Town Hall.

2008: Festival Opening 
Day moves to Federation 
Square.

2012: The Festival cel-
ebrates its 30th year.

2013: A record number 
of events  presented by 
Victoria’s 79 local councils

2014: A total of 1602 
events  presented by Vic-
toria’s 49 regional local 
councils.

2015: A record 25 coun-
try concerts staged in re-
gional and rural Victorian 
towns.

With a track record like 
this, how can the 2016 Se-
niors Festival be anything 
but an incredible success? 

October is the best month 
in Victoria in which to en-
joy these activities, as the 
weather is mild, the breeze 
scented with blossoms 
and the atmosphere eu-
phoric and celebratory as 
winter  nally retreats.

It is a perfect opportunity 
to enjoy the spoils of retire-
ment, a well-earned break 
from work or a wonderful 
connectivity to commu-
nity and family.  With age 
comes wisdom, discerne-
ment and grace. Celebrate 
these qualities in style as 
Victoria welcomes every-
one with open arms.

Wishing everyone a pro-
foundly blissful Seniors 
month.

We provide a free booking service for Great Southern Rail, 
accommodation, car hire, tours and much more.

FREECALL 1800 812 808

Western Australian Visitor Centre  
55 William Street, Perth   

SENIORS BREAKS

Lic No 9TA 1364  HAGN#098/295

4 Day 3 Night Kalbarri Fiesta

*Please note that this is not a guided package tour. It is independent travel on either TransWA or self drive.

Call 1800 812 808 for a free copy 
of the Senior Breaks brochure

$285
solo traveller

$142.50pp 
twin share

Kalbarri Beach Resort

$375
solo traveller

$199.50pp 
twin share

Best Western Kalbarri Edge Resort
 Price includes breakfast, transfers and transport 

to Rainbow Jungle

Where the ancient outback meets white sand beaches, Kalbarri is the ultimate oceanside           
adventure playground. On its doorstep, over 183,000 hectares of national park beckon you 
to explore spectacular 400 million year old gorges, dramatic coastal rock formation and a                  
kaleidoscope of spring wild owers. Being warm and sunny for most of the year, and only six 
and half hour drive north of Perth, Kalbarri is popular spot to relax and spend a few days. 
Use your pension free voucher on the Transwa bus!

www.britishtravel.com.au 

Call 1300 857 434
Lic No 9TA1055

FLY BUSINESS CLASS
 TO EUROPE

Return Travel from Sep 2016 to July 2017
PLUS up to 26 European airports!
London $5099  Rome $4950
Dublin $4899    Athens $4852
Belgrade $4818  Manchester $5172

email: res@britishtravel.com.au

HAGN#013/295
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by Pat Paleeya

A PIERCING whistle 
catches my attention 
and, as I turn, there strid-
ing towards me was a 
grim faced man in uni-
form pointing at me. He 
had something  Cyrillic 
and offi  cial stamped on 
his  at-topped hat which 
I think translated to, ‘I 

was Stalin’s Batman’. 
Our eyes met. I franti-

cally looked for Irina our 
tour guide only to see 
her otherwise engaged 
in a loud argument with 
the Chinese tour leader 
up ahead. Irina’s hands 
were punctuating the air 
with every point of her ar-
gument and Stalin’s Bat-
man was coming nearer 

and nearer. 
We were lined up in 

hordes outside the Peter-
hoff  Palace and a voice 
from the horde shouted to 
me to step back onto the 
gravel path, stepping on 
the grass was strictly for-
bidden. I moved quickly 
and international warfare 
was averted. I had only 
been in St Petersburg for 
an hour.

We had left the ship and 
boarded a bus for a tour of 
the city. In my ignorance I 
thought that I would be 
seeing colourful cupolas 
the minute we drove off  
but instead we passed 
block after block of drab 
Stalinesque apartment 
buildings, the remnants of 
a diff erent era. 

This all changed as we 
came through the city 
on our way to the Peter-
hoff , The Grand Imperial 
Palace built for Peter the 
Great. There were literally 
hundreds of tourists try-
ing to gain entrance to the 
Palace and we were all 
jostling and shuffl  ing and 
treading on each other’s 
toes for quite a while.  It 
wasn’t very orderly and 
it wasn’t very pleasant. 
Eventually we made it in-
side. 

Stylistic baroque the 
rooms are full of rich fur-
nishings, copious gilded 
wood carvings, paintings 
and the attention to de-
tail on the highly ornate 
 replaces turn them into 
works of art in their own 
right. 

We were quite rushed 
through the Palace be-
cause of the amount of 
people passing through (it 
was the weekend) and in 
each room perched on a 
chair, (utility not baroque) 
sat an unsmiling babush-

ka with a buzzer and if the 
hordes were not moving 
quickly enough the buzzer 
was pressed and we were 
herded along buzzing ba-
bushka style. 

Irina was way ahead 
speaking into her mic 
but unfortunately my ear 
piece kept being knocked 
out of my ear and I missed 
half of the history, the half 
that I tried to hear had so 
much static that I yanked 
it out myself in a childish 
tantrum. 

One part I do remem-
ber; it seems Catherine 
was a piece of work. If 
she heard that a younger, 
prettier woman was at-
tending one of her lavish 
balls she found out what 
she would be wearing 
and had her furniture 
upholstered in the same 
material.

Forget assassinations 
ladies – this was serious. 
True or false, I don’t know. 

We made our way out 
to the front of the Palace 
which overlooked the 
Grand Cascade and low-
er gardens. 

There are more than a 
hundred fountains, three 
palaces and three or four 
cascades in the gardens 
which defy description; 
such is the beauty of it 
all. The Grand Cascade 
is spectacular, water 
splashes and glistens 
onto gilded statues of 
Greek and Roman gods 
that  ank the Cascade, 
and it is a most amazing 
and stunningly beautiful 
waterfall. 

There are three parks 
to wander through and 
at the end of one you can 
follow a waterway to the 
canal and take a hydrofoil 
back to the city. 

After the Peterhoff  we 

visited ‘The Church of 
the Spilled Blood’ or “The 
Church of the Saviour on 
Blood’ which was built on 
the spot where Alexander 
II was murdered. 

At last I had found my 
cupolas and how mag-
ni cent this church is. I 
was ecstatic. I had seen 
photos of these domes 
but nothing prepares you 
for the sheer beauty and 
decorative embellishment 
inside and out. 

The mosaic designs are 
so intricate that it is hard 
to visualise how long it 
must have taken to place 
the thousands of tesserae 
that cover the walls and 
ceilings. 

There is a shrine in one 
corner that is covered 
with semi-precious gem-
stones; this marks the ex-
act spot where Alexander 
fell. 

It was almost impossi-
ble to fully appreciate the 
architecture and beauty 
of St Savoir because of 
the masses of people, but 
never the less, I didn’t feel 
cheated at all. 

The next day we met 
our new tour guide. Small 
in stature, big in voice 
and dressed in tight black 
jeans and tee-shirt she 
was young and quite se-
vere. I coined her “Mad-
am Lash” and she com-
manded and we obeyed, 
like a James Bond agent 
she exuded power. 

She took us to a gov-
ernment market, the 
people’s market. Super-
markets catered for the 
richer population whilst 
the government market 
served the less well-off  I 
was taken aback by the 
sheer artistry of the ven-
dors, the visual displays 
of their merchandise paid 

testament to their pride 
in their goods. They only 
had a small space to use 
but used it diligently. 

Vegetables were 
shaved and arranged in 
colourful mounds that 
had a rainbow eff ect 
in the dull building, the 
dried fruit and nuts were 
a showpiece of their own, 
meticulously displayed in 
small containers set out 
with eye-catching sim-
plicity. The tiny nooks sell-
ing seeds was a delight. 
Bijou came to mind. Seed 
packets were pinned 
around the walls using the 
limited space in an inge-
nious way.

I poked my head in and 
waved my hands around 
in that tourist semaphore 
that quite surprisingly 
works. I loved this lady’s 
shop (I semaphored) and 
her smile, and took her 
photo. She was shy at 
 rst but then delighted 
with the picture, she gave 
me a packet of shasta 
daisy seeds which I had 
to accept, I didn’t want 
to off end her and her 
kindness. I scattered the 
seeds around the city 
and the empty packet 
has pride of place on my 
fridge door. 

Madam Lash appeared 
from the back of the 
market and I had visions 
of her sitting on a crate 
smoking a Sobrane and 
swigging vodka from the 
bottle until it was time to 
leave. 

She took us to the 
Metro, the deepest in 
the world, ninety me-
tres underground and 
the escalator seemed 
never ending and steep. 
Mosaics, chandeliers, 
statues and beautiful art 
deco wall mounted lights 

transforms the stations 
into miniature palaces. A 
seated statue of Pushkin 
at one station quite takes 
the breath away it is so life 
like. Tokens are used to 
enter the Metro and one 
token allows unlimited 
travel. We were told that 
this method of payment 
means cheaper journeys 
but passengers travelling 
only one or two stops dis-
agree. 

Madam Lash tells us to, 
“board zer last vagon, zer 
last vagon only” and get 
off  at “zer fourth stop.” 
We watched as Cyrillic 
station names and works 
of wonder  ashed past 
until Madam Lash yelled, 
“You vill get off  now.” 

With such a com-
manding voice it meant 
that half the passengers 
came with us. Impres-
sive doesn’t begin to de-
scribe the fabulous feast 
for the eyes, but perhaps 
spectacular, spell binding, 
grandiose might do for a 
start. 

St Petersburg is a city 
of majestic architecture, 
monuments and statues, 
canals and rivers. The 
Nevsky Prospect is the 
widest road that I have 
ever seen and it must be 
a least six lanes wide and 
leads us over the Fon-
tanka canal by the way 
of the Anichkov bridge. 
The statues of the Horse 
Tamers on the bridge are 
quite famous; they are 
superb and  nely sculp-
tured, the workmanship 
indescribable. 

Like McArthur, “I will 
return.” There is so much 
more to be seen and 
experience here, I only 
had a glimpse but it was 
enough to set my sights 
for a much longer visit.

Experiencing the many moods and colourful people of 
beautiful St Petersburg in the summer

Seed shop lady from people’s market in St Savoir

SMALL group specialist Be-
yond Travel has recently re-
leased its inaugural Special 
Journeys brochure for 2017 
tours, with early bookers re-
ceiving up to $300 per cou-
ple in Discover More Travel 
Vouchers to use against any 
additional Beyond Travel ser-
vices. Tours must be booked 
and deposited by 31 October.

These unique small group 

tours have been carefully 
designed to off er Australian 
travellers an insight to lesser 
travelled regions of the world 
by combining areas of natu-
ral beauty and national parks 
with in-depth guided tours 
and a focus on authentic local 
experiences.

They off er guaranteed de-
partures, with comprehensive 
touring conducted only in 

English and include centrally 
located hotels, most meals, all 
transportation and gratuities 
and hotel porterage. 

New for 2017 is the exclusive 
‘Scandinavian Capitals, Fjords 
and The Hurtigruten Voyage’ 
tour which showcases a fasci-
nating combination of regional 
cultures visiting four countries 
as well as a six-night cruise 
along Norway’s coast line and 

across the Arctic Circle. 
There are three guaranteed 

departures in 2017, 22 July, 
and 5 and 19 August. It is 
priced from $10,795 per per-
son twin share.

For more details on this 
contact Beyond Travel on 
1300-363-554 or visit http://
www.beyondtravel.com.au/
tours/exclusive-special-jour 
neys

Enjoy special experiences, people and places with Beyond Travel

HAGN#107/295

Mark your diary for the new look...
BIGGER & BETTER 
THAN EVER

SEMINARS, 
SHOW DEALS 

DEDICATED 
CRUISING SECTION

BRAND NEW CRUISE LINE... DREAM CRUISES 
LAUNCHING THIS NOVEMBER

Saturday 11 AND 
Sunday 12 FEBRUARY 2017

GRAND BALLROOM CROWN PERTH

TRAVEL PROMOTIONS 
and 

GREAT  PRIZES TO WIN

Call Elite Tours on 9314 2170
www.elitetours.net.au

Elite Tours is your premiere club, 
retirement village and group tour company.

With 60 tours to choose from and tours 
starting from $56 per person including 

homemade morning tea, 3 course lunch with 
tea or coffee and a 5 star touring coach, 

also 1 FREE seat on all tours for organiser 
(minimum of 25 paying passengers required).

HAGN#088/295



1300 789 567
By Phone

299 Vincent St,
Leederville, WA 6007

In Store
Remember you can search & shop online 24/7 

Seniorsplanet.com.au

Online
Send us an email to

haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

Enquire
OPEN: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

OPEN TO CALL: Sat 8am-3pm & Sun 10am-3pm

Opening Times

Prices Correct as at 03 October. ^All tours are escorted with tour host from your arrival in your destination. Tours include your accommodation, travel, sightseeing, entrance fees, meals as specifi ed, porterage and tipping. 
Airfares are included in the full tour price. Prices are per person, based on twin share with single traveller supplements available. Prices subject to change. Payment by credit/debit card will incur a fee. Conditions apply. 
Licence 9TA 1193. For more information please call one of our consultants.

Visit www.seniorsplanet.com.au/GardenTours for more information.

Join SeniorsPlanet as we explore some of 
the world’s best gardens accompanied 
by experienced horticulturists and local 
guides that will uncover the history, skill, 

time and dedication it takes to create 
living works of art

oursardening
of Australia - India - 

China & Europe

TG1300 789 567

Please call us on 1300 789 567 for a day-by-day itinerary & More Information

GARDENS OF NORTHERN INDIA ESCORTED TOUR
Featuring Palaces, Forts and Mughal Gardens of Royal Rajasthan  20 February 2017 - 17 Days

Join us on this luxurious adventure to Delhi, 
Agra, Ranthambore, Udaipur and Jaipur 
escorted by horticulturist, Libby Cameron, as 
you explore the wonderful gardens of India.

FULLY
ESCORTED^

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
• Unpack and make yourself at home in 

luxurious former palaces 
• Spot tigers, leopards, sloths and more whilst 

on safari in Ranthambore National Park 
• Take a deep breath in Khari Baoli, Asia’s 

largest spice market 
• Shop in thrilling bazaars 
• Enjoy the serenity of great Mughal gardens 
• Travel in a small group and make new, 

like-minded friends
• Travel in safety and comfort
• Relax – we’ll take care of everything!

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Return economy fl ights from Perth to Delhi with Singapore Airlines
• Luxury accommodation for 13 nights in Hotel Imperial, Delhi; ITC Mughal, 

Agra; Nahargarth, Ranthambore; Taj Rambagh Palace, Jaipur; and Taj Lake 
Palace, Udaipur

• Breakfast daily, 8 lunches and 6 dinners with western food options 
available as well as local specialty dishes

• Air-conditioned, luxury coach transportation throughout the tour
• Guided tours of Delhi, Agra, Jaipur & Ranthambore National Park
• Entrance fees to all gardens and sightseeing including Humayuns Tomb 

Garden, Lodi Gardens, India Gate, Raj Ghat, Raj Path, Mahtab Bagh, 
Itimad-Ud-Daulah’s Tomb Garden, Taj Mahal, Agra Fort, Kanak Ghati 
Gardens, Royal Palace Gardens, Udaipur City Palace and the Amber Palace

• Fully escorted by Libby Cameron

Please call us on 1300 789 567 
for a day-by-day itinerary & More Information

GARDENS OF CHINA ESCORTED TOUR
Featuring the National Peony Festival  9 April 2017 – 20 Days

FULLY
ESCORTED^

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
• Walk the Great Wall of China and the 

Sacred Way, visit the Forbidden City & 
the Temple of Heaven plus meet the 
Terracotta Warriors in Xi’an 

• Marvel at millions of blooms at the 
National Peony Festival 

• See the famous Chinese architecture 
• Enjoy the peace and composition of 

2000 year old Chinese master gardens 
• Travel in a small group 

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Return airfares from Perth to Shanghai 
• Internal airfares as required
• Air-conditioned, luxury motorcoach 

transportation throughout the tour
• Deluxe accommodation for 19 nights
• Breakfast daily, 13 lunches & 12 dinners
• Locally guided tours of Beijing, Xian, 

Shanghai, Hangzhou and Suzhou
• Entrance fees to gardens & sightseeing
• Tipping for local guides, porters & drivers
• Visa for Australian passport holders
• Fully escorted by a local Chinese 

National Guide & our horticultural guide 
Paul Urquhart

Journey back in time with Paul Urquhart to the Middle Kingdom, a place where 
child emperors ruled, wonders of the world were built and the exquisite peony 
was the fl ower of royalty. 

Please call us on 1300 789 567 
for a day-by-day itinerary & More Information

THE GREAT BRITISH GARDEN TOUR OF 
SCOTLAND & WALES

Featurung the Hampton Court Flower Show
2 July 2017 - 19 Days

FULLY
ESCORTED^

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Airfare from Perth to London and 

from Edinburgh to Perth
• Air-conditioned, luxury motorcoach 

transportation throughout tour
• Deluxe accommodation for 15 nights
• Breakfast daily and 5 dinners
• Entrance fees as well as selected 

morning & afternoon tea at gardens 
and attractions whilst touring

• Tipping for porters and drivers
• Full Escorted by Colin Barlow from 

arrival in London

This tour includes public and private, grand and intimate, walled and wooded 
gardens in Northern England, Wales and Scotland. High summer brings 
exuberant borders, a fl ourish of roses and spectacular weather for sightseeing. 
Hosted by Colin Barlow, a horticulturist and landscape designer.

Please call us on 1300 789 567 
for a day-by-day itinerary & More Information

MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW
28 March 2017 – 4 Days

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Return airfares from Perth to Melbourne
• Escorted from Melbourne by Carolyn Dwyer
• Air-conditioned motorcoach transport 
• 3 nights accommodation in Melbourne 
• Breakfast daily, 2 Lunches & 1 Dinner
• Entrance and other fees for Coombe 

Melba Estate, Melbourne International 
Flower Show, Lubra Bend Garden, Alowyn 
Garden

Stimulate your senses with a healthy dose of botanical inspiration admiring new 
trends, world-class show gardens and an Exhibition Hall crammed full of cut 
fl owers. It’s the southern hemisphere’s biggest and most successful garden festival. 

Please call us on 1300 789 567 
for a day-by-day itinerary & More Information

LAVENDER FIELDS OF TASMANIA
5 January 2017 – 4 Days

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Return airfares from Perth to Launceston
• Escorted from Launceston by Libby Cameron
• Air-conditioned motorcoach transport
• 3 nights accommodation in Launceston 
• Breakfast daily, 3 lunches & 2 dinners 
• Entrance fees to all gardens and sightseeing 

including Panshanger Estate, Bridestowe 
Lavender Farm, Old Wesleydale, Cateract 
Gorge, Evandale Markets, Tasmanian 
Gourmet Sauce Company

Image enjoying lunch in the shade of a huge spreading oak, enveloped in the 
fragrance of arching rows of lavender in full bloom: this might be just the most 
beautiful location for a meal in the country, and you can experience it with us!  



travellinglet’s go ADVERTISING FEATURE

travel options for the mature west australian

by Ann Rickard

IF EVER there was a holi-
day designed speci cally 
for us mature folks, it would 
have to be river cruising.

There are many reasons 
for this, more about them 
in a minute, but the top one 
would surely be: no chil-
dren on board.

We love children, most 
of us seniors are doting 
grandparents, but we don’t 
love the little tykes when 
they are running amok 
around the decks and 
lounges on a ship.

River cruising is not de-
signed for children, there 
are no facilities for them, 
they’d be bored.

It’s all about us, and we 
are not going to feel guilty 
about it.

River cruising suits those 
of us who enjoy the ease 
of being moved smoothly 

from one place to another; 
those who love to unpack 
just the once and adore be-
ing pampered and wined 
and dined to the brim. 
Those who love a no bingo 
or extravagant theatre poli-
cy, those who are more the 
gather-around-the-piano 
type.

Avalon Waterways’ new-
est river ship, Imagery II, 
has just been launched on 
the Rhine. It as formally 
christened by ‘godmother,’ 
New Zealand personality, 
Judy Bailey.

It now awaits your plea-
sure.

You are going to love this 
spanking new ship with its 
suite ship policy: two entire 
decks of roomy suites with 
marble bathrooms com-
plete with l’occitane prod-
ucts, and more space than 
any other ships cruising 
Europe’s great rivers.

What you are going to 
love beyond all the many 
details on board Imagery 
II, is the wall-to-wall win-
dows in your suite, a whole 
wall that slides back to 
transform your suite into 
one large alfresco balcony 
and – this is luxury without 
measure – the bed faces 
the window.

Think about that.
You wake up each morn-

ing in a comfortable wide 
bed beneath a  oaty white 
doona to lazily watch a 
kaleidoscope of Europe’s 
charms glide past your 
panoramic window.

If you (or better still, your 
mate) has padded quietly 
to the elegant lounge at 
the aft of the ship, where a 
gleaming coff ee machine 
will dispense any coff ee 
style of your choice, and 
he brings it back along with 
a big home-baked cookie 

to enjoy in bed, well, you 
are going to be in holiday 
heaven aren’t you?

And your exciting day 
hasn’t even started yet.

The unprecedented 
growth in river cruising has 
astonished everyone in the 
travel industry, even Avalon 
Waterways’ management 
who are frantically building 
more ships to keep up with 
demand.

Avalon Waterways does 
not let its ships age. When 
they are only just past juve-
nile stage, they are sold or 
sent off  to ship graveyard.

Hence, all Avalon’s long 
sleek river ships are mod-
ern and fresh. None more 
so than Imagery II.

The decor is contempo-
rary and restful with taste-
ful and luxurious objects 
d’art and contemporary art 
works at every turn.

The lounges and dining 
room are  tted with up-to-
the-minute furniture with 
exquisite fabrics.

On the expansive top 
open-air deck, the sun 
lounges beckon, and a 
small spa sits beside a gi-
ant deck chess set. The 
chef even grows his own 
herbs in pots up on the 
deck.

You will never be short 
of something exciting to do 
on Imagery II as her itiner-
ary stops at some of Eu-
rope’s most beautiful cities, 
towns and villages.

And the ship docks right 
in the heart of things. You 
have only to walk off  (easy, 
no big gangway, just a  at 

walkway) to have Avalon’s 
private buses with local 
guides waiting a few steps 
away to whisk you into the 
heart of Europe’s excite-
ment, history and culture.

There is always at least 
one free shore excursion 
at every stop, and a host 
of others to suit all tastes, 
whether it is exploring 
 ourishing wineries, trawl-
ing ancient castles, visiting 
impressive museums, gaz-
ing at mighty cathedrals, 
indulging in shopping or a 
enjoying a night of classical 
music.

Themed cruises are 
planned: wellness, adven-
ture, culture. There is much 
to look forward to.

On our itinerary, stops in-
cluded Wiesbaden in Ger-
many. There a walk through 
the old town of Mainz took 
us through centuries of 
German history, and the 
spring  owers and rows of 
daff odils made us feel even 
more welcome.

At Lahnstein in Germa-
ny, we were taken to the 
Marksburg Castle where 
local guides led us through 
the vast and gloomy halls 
of this great castle and 
gave us vivid insight into 
life in the middle ages 
(very uncomfortable it was 
back then, no electricity or 
running water, but at least 
plenty of servants to empty 
chamber pots).

In Ruedesheim we were 
taken by open air cable car 
to the top of Niederwald 
Forest to walk slowly back 
down through myriad vine-

yards just starting to sprout 
green in the spring, and 
where an alfresco picnic of 
local sausages and beauti-
ful bread complemented 
many glasses of Riesling in 
the bracing air.

At Strasbourg it was a 
private cruise on a glass 
domed bateau-mouche 
took us past the exquisite 
timber houses, before free 
time at the mighty Stras-
bourg Cathedral.

After every excursion 
there was a warm welcome 
back on board Imagery II, 
with the crew greeting us 
like much-missed friends 
before showing us the 
lounge where coff ee and 
cake waited.

This Romantic Rhine 
cruise on Imagery II glides 
you past some of Europe’s 
prettiest charms – Hansel 
and Gretel houses, end-
less vineyards stretching 
high on rising hills, and too 
many castles to count (al-
though we tried, got to 42 
at one stage).

There is fascination and 
history on each side of 
the river and the cheer-
ful cruise director will give 
you commentary as you sit 
back after a breakfast of, 
say scrambled eggs and 
smoked salmon, or a lunch 
of  ve-star highlights utilis-
ing fresh local produce.

Dinner is always an 
indulgent aff air at white-
clothed tables gleaming 
with glassware and spar-
kling with cutlery, although 
you are not required to 
dress to the nines (smart 

casual is the go) and you 
are served multi-courses 
of gourmet food by super-
friendly crew brandishing 
unlimited bottles of local 
wines.

To shut the door on your 
spacious suite after every 
rewarding day and big eve-
ning, to watch a (free) mov-
ie or catch up with world 
news on the television is 
just another of the many 
small pleasures.

Comfort is what most of 
us prioritise for our travels 
as we age. Followed by 
ease of getting from A to B. 
Imagery II provides the lot.

The writer was a guest 
on board Imagery II.

FAST FACTS
Avalon Waterways off ers 

river cruises across Europe 
including the eight-day 
Romantic Rhine itinerary 
travelling between Zurich 
and Amsterdam.  High-
lights include Strasbourg, 
Heidelberg, Rudesheim, 
the Rhine Gorge, Koblenz 
and Cologne.  Departures 
in 2017 now on sale, priced 
from AU$3462 per person 
twin share. 

For full details and book-
ings see travel agents, or 
visit www.avalonwater 
ways.com.au

Cathay Paci c
Cathay Paci c  ies from 

Sydney, Melbourne, Bris-
bane, Adelaide, Perth and 
Cairns to major gateways 
across Europe, travelling 
via Hong Kong. See www.
cathaypaci c.com for lat-
est fares, specials and fur-
ther details.

Ann Rickard tests the Rhine waters on a brand new river ship

Enjoy a kaleidoscope of Europe’s charms glide past your panoramic window on 
board Avalon Waterway’s Imagery II 
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1300 789 567
By Phone

299 Vincent St,
Leederville, WA 6007

In Store
Remember you can search & shop online 24/7 

Seniorsplanet.com.au

Online
Send us an email to

haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

Enquire
OPEN: Monday-Friday 7am-6pm

OPEN TO CALL: Sat 8am-3pm & Sun 10am-3pm

Opening Times

Prices correct as at 03 October. The escorted tour arrangements have been made on the basis of a minimum number of passengers travelling. In the event that less than the required number of passengers have confi rmed 
their booking 60 days from the date of departure, SeniorsPlanet reserves the right to cancel the tour, giving a full refund of monies paid, or off er arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modifi ed fare. Expenses of personal 
nature, optional excursions, drinks and meals not specifi ed are additional. Gratuity for driver not included. Prices subject to change. Payment by credit/debit card will incur a fee. Conditions apply. Licence 9TA 1193.

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Airfare from Perth to Nairobi
• One night at the Serena Hotel in Nairobi
• 12 day luxury safari tour visiting Africa's best 

National Parks (NP) & Reserves; Amboseli NP, 
Arusha NP,  Ngorongoro Crater, Maswa Game 
Reserve, Serengeti NP, Masai Mara National Reserve, 
Lake Elmenteita and more

• Twin share, private accommodation in 5 star luxury 
lodges throughout your safari

• Transport by 4x4 vehicles with pop-up roof and 
expert local, English speaking guides

• Breakfast and dinner daily off ering a selection of 
international and traditional African cuisine

• Game drives and safari activities daily for the 
opportunity to spot native African wildlife

• All National Park fees and government taxes
• 1 night at a convenient airport hotel in Nairobi
• Airfare from Nairobi to Cape Town
• Four nights in Cape Town at the 5 star Victoria & 

Albert Hotel with breakfast daily
• Full-day Cape Winelands guided tour
• Full-day Cape Peninsula guided tour 
• Airfare from Cape Town to Australia
• HolidayPlanet Tour Host throughout your tour

ESCORTED TOUR

PLEASE CALL US ON 1300 789 567 
For a day-by-day itinerary & More Information

This superb 18 Day Escorted Tour provides an ideal opportunity to visit some of the best National Parks and Game 
Reserves of East Africa combined with a relaxing four day stay in Cape Town. 
From the open plains of Masai Mara to the Serengeti, the shimmery waters of Lake Nakuru and the swamps of 
Amboseli to the Baobab Trees at Tarangire National Park, the Great Rift Valley and Ngorongoro Crater all provide 
an excellent opportunity for spotting the 'Big-5' whilst being immersed in the intriguing cultures, stunning 
landscapes and remote luxury of unique, 5 star Safari Lodges. 

EAST AFRICA
&CAPE TOWN

9 MARCH 2017 – 18 DAYS

HAGN#115/295



T H E  K I N G S  T O U R S  A N D  T R AV E L  D I F F E R E N C E

*Prices valid ex Perth and includes prepaid taxes of $160, correct at time of print. Prices and taxes are subject to change. **Private car transfers arranged 
by Kings Tours & Travel and are provided within the Perth Metropolitan area including Mandurah. Travel Insurance recommended. Jacket & Cap is one per 
person. One Travel Guide per household. Diary is one per person. Deposit amount is $450 per person with final balance due 120 days prior to departure.

Get on board with the Escorted Travel Specialists (08) 9380 6656 or 1800 677 760 (Country Callers)

PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE FROM

$6890*
 

20 Day New Zealand Rail, Cruise 
& Coach Holiday
GUARANTEED DEPARTURE 9 MARCH 2017. ONLY 10 SEATS LEFT, DON’T MISS OUT!

Experience the romance of rail travel, the majesty of cruising and the luxury of coach on this enthralling 
holiday. Visit all the ‘best of’ attractions of the North and South Islands and be escorted by a professional 

Tour Guide. Highlights include 4 spectacular rail journeys and 5 scenic cruises, with an overnight cruise 
on the beautiful Milford Sound. This tour includes 2 night stays in the Bay of Islands, Rotorua, Wellington, 
Christchurch, Queenstown and Dunedin.

FULLY INCLUSIVE

Earnslaw 
Coastal Pacific, 

the world-famous TranzAlpine and the Taieri Gorge Limited
Rotorua Gondola, thermal mud pools & geysers, Larnach Castle and much more!

EXCLUSIVE 

BONUS
INCLUSIONS

 UP TO

$840
VALUE

PER COUPLE
 

BONUS Inclusions**
✔
Airport with professional and caring drivers

✔  Pre tour get together including a scrumptious 
morning tea and gift

✔  Kings Tours Rep at Perth Airport on departure

✔  Meet and assist service for connecting flights 
in New Zealand

✔

✔  New Zealand Travel Guide & Travel Diary

✔

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

PRIVATE
RETURN

TRANSFERS
++

INCLUDES
RETURN
AIRFARES



Fremantle

Indonesia

Bali
Komodo Island

Ujung Pandang

Lombok
Probolinggo 

Semarang

Australia

15

Tour Inclusions
  Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager
  Return economy airfares 
including taxes

 
at the Mercure Resort in 
the Hunter Valley

  Exclusive Kings Tour to the 
Hunter Valley

  Luxury coach travel 
throughout

  Breakfast daily, 4 lunches 
and 5 dinners

  Sightseeing and entry fees 

Tour Highlights
 Cruise in and out of Perth – no 

 Enjoy the stunning Indonesian 
sunsets

 
and do nothing the next 

 Take one of the ships personal 
enrichment class, do yoga, go duty-
free shopping, or just relax with a 
dip in one of the pools or spas.

Tour Highlights
 Enjoy two nights in Sydney prior to the cruise
 Spend Christmas in style & enjoy the New 

 

painted in 1842, as well as contemporary art 
like the series of photographs of music greats 
Dizzy Gillespie and BB King.

 Every day aboard a Holland America cruise 

indulgences, along with the freedom to partake 
in as many — or as few — as you please.  

Phone us on 1800 677 760 (freecall)

Did you know you can book our tours online?  Visit www.kingstours.com.au

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

INC
RETURN
FLIGHTS FULLY

ESCORTED
TOUR

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

Tour Highlights
 Take a ferry ride from 
Nelsons Bay to the Tea 
Gardens

 Visit the historic town of 
Morpeth

 
Gardens

 
 See the spectacular 
Christmas Lights

 

 Visit the Hunter Valley Zoo
 Dinner at the Harrigan’s 
Irish Pub

Tour Highlights
 Visit the historic Village of Wagin
 Enjoy a WOW Wilderness Cruise
 Visit the Valley of the Giants
 See the King Jarrah tree
 Go to the Manjimup Timber & 
Heritage Park

 Visit the Fine Wood Gallery and Tea 
Rooms

 Lunch at the Hidden River Estate
 Lunch at the Rose Hotel

17 Days, Monday 19 December 
to Wednesday 4 January 2017

6 Days, 
Thursday 22 to 
Tuesday 27 
December 2016
Picture yourself surrounded by 

the climate is moderate, similar 
to that of the Mediterranean.  
At the Mercure Resort Hunter 
Valley Gardens, you'll spend 

that opens out onto a private 
balcony or courtyard.  Enjoy the 
days touring around the region 
taking in the stunning sights and 
tasty food.  On Christmas Day 

Christmas lunch.  

6 Days, Friday 23 to 
Wednesday 28 December 2016

Christmas & 
New Years Cruise
Fremantle to Fremantle

Christmas 
in the Hunter Valley
Featuring the Christmas Lights
Spectacular & Stunning Nelson's Bay Christmas in 

Walpole & Pemberton

Only $3,150* 
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE
SINGLE PRICE $3,950* PER PERSON

Only $2,190* PER PERSON TWIN SHARE
SINGLE PRICE $2,690*  PER PERSON

. 

WA Coach Tour

Tour Inclusions
 Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager
 
Top Walk Motel in Walpole

 
Western in Pemberton

  Luxury coach Travel with a 
professional driver

  Breakfast daily, 6 lunches and 5 
dinners

Christmas & 
New Year Cruise
South Pacific Treasures

16 Days, Wednesday 21 December 2016 
to Thursday 5 January 2017

From $3,550* 
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE
SINGLE PRICE $5,990  PER PERSON
*Price based on Inside Stateroom CAT IC.  

CREDIT PER STATEROOM 
SYDNEY

Noumea

Mystery
Island

Port Vila

Luganville

Suva

Lautoka

Dravuni

Australia

a

a
14

2

New Caledonia

Coral Sea

Vanuatu
Fiji

 Nights on-board are always a buzz 

the big screen, the casino or even have 
a dance.

 The biggest highlight of this holiday 
is being away on a holiday over 

Tour Inclusions
  Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager subject to 

more)
  15 nights on board the Sun Princess
  Includes breakfast daily, 15 lunches & 
15 dinners

Tour Inclusions
  Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager
  Return economy airfares 
including taxes

  2 nights at the ParkRoyal Darling 
Harbour

 
 & New Year Cruise on-board 
Holland America`s MS Noordam

  Transfers throughout
  Includes breakfast daily, 13 
lunches & 14 dinners

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

INC
RETURN
FLIGHTS

From $4,495* 
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE
SINGLE PRICE $5,950* PER PERSON
*Price based on Inside Stateroom CAT K.  

UPGRADES AVAILABLE

Tour Highlights
 City tour in Toledo, Madrid, 
Córdoba, Seville and Barcelona

 
 Enjoy a full day to the city of 
Toledo including the Synagogue 
and Santo Tomé 

 Tour the Mosque of the Caliphs in 
Córdoba with a local guide

 Visit the largest Gothic Cathedral 
in Seville

 Experience the famous Alhambra 
Palace in Granada

 Admire the architecture of the  
Serrano and Quart Towers in 
Valencia  

 Cruise through 5 countries; 

Montenegro 

23 Days, Friday 9 June to 
Saturday 1 July 2017
Think of Spain and straight away 

the Andalusian countryside and explore Toledo’s ancient cobbled streets with a 
local historian.  Say ‘adios’ to Spain when you board your luxury cruise ship and 

Montenegro.  

Oceanview Stateroom 
Category I

Balcony Stateroom
Category E3

$8,990* 
Twin Share

$9,790* 
Twin Share

$11,750* 
Single Price

$13,250* 
Single Price

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

INC
RETURN
FLIGHTS

Spanish Wonders
& Mediterranean Cruise

VeniceVenice

ZadarZadar

KotorKotor

NiceNice

BARCELONABARCELONA
MADRIDMADRID

VALENCIAVALENCIA

GRANADAGRANADA
SEVILLESEVILLE

RomeRome

CoastCoast

FlorenceFlorence
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Spain

France Italy
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DAY 1 / 2: PERTH TO MADRID 
(IFM / D)
Your holiday begins when you 
are picked up from home by 
private vehicle and transferred 
to the airport. Meet your 
fellow passengers and Kings 
Tour Manager and board your 

transfer to our hotel. Relax or 
explore this lively city before 
enjoying an evening drive to 
take in some of the city's main 
sights followed by a Welcome 

Hotel: Ayre Gran 
Colon, Madrid for 2 nights

MADRID SIGHTS (B)
This morning you embark on a 
guided walking tour enjoying 
the culture, history and 
buildings of Toledo. On your 
return to Madrid admire the 
monument to Cervantes at the 
Plaza de España and see Puerta 
del Sol.

DAY 4: MADRID – CORDOBA – 
SEVILLE (B)
Travel southwards from 
Madrid, through La Mancha, to 
Córdoba. Visit the Mosque of 
the Caliphs and learn about the 

Hotel: Zenit, Seville for 2 nights

DAY 5: SEVILLE SIGHTS & FREE 
TIME  (B / D)
This morning enjoy a sightseeing 
tour of Seville where you will 
view the Giralda Bell Tower, visit 
Maria Luisa Park, walk through 
the imposing Plaza de España 
and marvel at Christopher 
Columbus' ornate tomb in 
the cathedral. This evening 

experience a unique Be My 

ranch with views over the 
Andalusian countryside.

DAY 6: SEVILLE – GRANADA  (B)
Today you will visit the 

in Granada followed by a 

gardens of the Generalife. 
Hotel: Carmen, Granada for 1 
night

VALENCIA  (B / D)
This morning travel via the 
Mora Pass and arrive in Guadix 
in the northern foothills of 
the Sierra Nevada Mountains. 

to Valencia to view the Bullring 
and admire the architecture 
of the medieval cathedral and 
the Serrano and Quart Towers. 
Tonight dinner will be at your 
hotel. Hotel: Silken Puerta 
Velencia for 1 night

DAY 8: VALENCIA – PENISCOLA 
– BARCELONA SIGHTS  (B)
Head north along the coast 
through the Levant region and 
stop at Peñiscola to view the 
ancient castle of the ‘Spanish 

Costa Dorada to Spains most 
cosmopolitan city, Barcelona 
where we will enjoy a guided 
tour. Hotel:
2 nights

DAY 9: FREE TIME IN 
BARCELONA  (B / D)
This morning is yours to enjoy. 
This evening enjoy a special 
dinner with wine.

SEAS  (B / L / D)
This morning we will transfer to 
the cruise terminal to board the 
Brilliance of The Seas. Spend 
the next 12 nights on board 
cruising to many wonderful 

Cruise: Royal Caribbean`s 
Brilliance of The Seas for 12 
nights

DAY 11: NICE (VILLEFRANCHE), 
FRANCE 

DAY 12: FLORENCE / PISA 
(LIVORNO), ITALY 

DAY 13: ROME 
(CIVITAVECCHIA), ITALY 

DAY 14: AMALFI COAST 
(SALERNO), ITALY 

DAY 15: AT SEA  

DAY 16: VENICE, ITALY 

 

DAY 18: ZADAR, CROATIA 

DAY 19: KOTOR, 
MONTENEGRO 

DAY 21: AT SEA 

DAY 22/23: DISEMBARK IN 
BARCELONA / FLY BARCELONA - 
PERTH  (B / IFM)
This morning we disembark the 
cruise and transfer to Barcelona 

take you home. 

Tour Inclusions
  Home pick-up and return by 
Hughes*

  Kings Tour Manager*
 Return economy airfares 
including taxes 

 
throughout Spain

  12 nights on-board the Brilliance 
of the Seas

 
cruise

  Local guides 
  Porterage and local charges
 
coach with reclining seats and an 
on-board restroom 

 Breakfast daily, 12 lunches and 13 
dinners

 Sightseeing and entry fees as per 

**SPECIAL DEAL** PAY IN FULL PRIOR TO 9 DECEMBER AND RECEIVE $400 OFF PER COUPLE

HEAD OFFICE
110d Cambridge Street, West Leederville WA 6007

P: 08 9380 6656 |  E: office@kingstours.com.au 
www.kingstours.com.au

MARMION BRANCH (Opening 15 October)

Northern Beaches Travel & Cruise
Shop 1B, Marmion Village, 19 Sheppard Way

Marmion WA 6020 | P: 08 9246 1222

ONLY
6 SEATS
LEFT!
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Shire of Lake Grace
• Lake Grace • Newdegate • Lake King 
• Varley • Pingaring

www.lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
p: (08) 9865 2140   e: lgvisitorscentre@westnet.com.au

•  Art, Culture, History, 
Wildfl owers and 
Natural Beauty

HAGN#058/295

BOOKINGS: The Shire offi  ce 9645 2400 or Peter Ricetti 0427 392 407 (a/h)

QUAIRADING ATTRACTIONS: 
Quairading Nature Reserve - 527 hectares of native bushland west of the town along the 
railway line to York. The reserve contains York Gum, Salmon Gum, Wandoo and Casuarina 
trees, 11 species of orchids, wildlife including the eastern wallaroo, western grey kangaroo, 

echidnas, reptiles and birds. 
Nookaminnie Rock - a large granite rock, provides a view over the town, golf course                     

and surrounding areas. 
Pink lakes - Lies 11 km east of Quairading on the Bruce Rock Road. It is regarded as a 

phenomenon, as certain times in the year one side have a distinctive pink colour whilst the 
other side remains its natural blue. 

The Toapin Weir -12 kilometres northwest of the town, constructed in 1912 to collect 
rainwater runoff to supply the town and irrigate the nearby farms.

UPCOMING EVENT: 28 Oct, Spring Fling with Sabrina Hahn 

“One of the Best in the Wheatbelt”
Quairading is located about 170 kms east of Perth 

in Western Australia’s wheatbelt.
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#018/295

“Visit us in Wild ower Season”

NORSEMAN
The Gateway to Western Australia

• Nullabor Links Golf Course - the world’s longest golf course
• Tin Camels 

- a tribute to the Camel Trains that carried mail and freight
• Beacon Hill - Enjoy a walk trail and panoramic views of Norseman 
• Phoenix Tailings Dump

- resembles a topless pyramid and contains gold
• Granite Woodlands Discovery Trail - 16 interpretive sites, offers 

opportunities for camping, bushwalking, exploring granite rock 
formations and viewing spring wild owers

• Pack a BBQ picnic and take the 28 km heritage trail to explore 
Dundas Rocks’ huge ancient boulders and rock formations.

• Hyden Rock - enjoy the rock’s walks, surrounding  ora and fauna.
• Bromus Dam - free camping area with bushwalks, lots to explore 

or a great place to have a BBQ or picnic.
• Mt Jimberlana - 5km east of town, offering spectacular views from 

the top with a picnic area at the base.
• Phoenix Park - educational, historical and is close to the town centre

HAGN#027/295

ENJOY MAGNIFICENT SUNSETS

PAY 2 STAY 3 NIGHTS*
• Kalbarri Motor Hotel offers budget style 
  accommodation with ocean views
• Located in the main part of town 
• Close to shops
• Short walk to river and beaches
• Restaurant premises - mouth watering menu, 
   Asian cuisine and gourmet pizza

*Excludes school holidays 

Ph: 9937 1000
Email: kalbarrihotel@wn.com.au

HAGN#028/295

Discover Wildflowers 
in the Southern Forests

HAGN#015/295

The southwest corner of West Australia is known to be a biodiversity hotspot 
with a wide variety of unique orchids and  owers native to this region.
For info on trails, tours, events and maps, contact our Visitor Centres:
Manjimup     9771 1831 www.manjimupwa.com
Pemberton  9776 1133  www.pembertonvisitor.com.au
Northcliffe    9776 7203  www.northcliffevisitorcentre.com.au
Walpole      9840 1111  www.walpole.com.au
Blooming Wild Festival 3 Sep - 20 Nov 2016
Facebook: Blooming Wild-Southern Forests and Valleys
Website: www.bloomingwild owers.com.au
www.southernforests.com.au

Limestone Spa cottages with wood res 
overlooking the river valley. 

Trout stocked lakes and river  shing. 
Grass tennis court and 

canoeing. Close to the many
wineries, restaurants and natural                                                                                  

attractions of Pemberton, Manjimup 
and Walpole region.

Contact Paul or Petrina 

9773 1262
info@clover-cottage.com.au

www.clovercottage.net
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‘Relax at CLOVER COTTAGE in SPRING’
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by Frank Smith

RESIDENTS of outer 
suburbs and hills are 
familiar with quendas 
(bandicoots) digging for 
earthworms and insects 

in damp parts of the gar-
den. With a little encour-
agement they become 
quite tame.

However close contact 
between humans and 
their pets and wildlife can 

spread diseases.
“Our amazing urban 

wildlife including birds and 
marsupials, are threat-
ened by diseases of hu-
man origin like toxoplas-
mosis from food scraps 
and domestic cats, and 
Giardia from sewage con-
tamination of the environ-
ment,” said Professor 
Andrew Thompson from 
Murdoch’s School of Vet-
erinary and Life Sciences.

“A common interaction 
with wildlife that provides 
the means of transferring 
disease is backyard feed-
ing with inappropriate 
food sources.

“We also want to edu-
cate the community 
about the important im-
pact humans have on 

the environment and na-
tive animals, for example, 
releasing invasive  sh 
species like gold sh into 
waterways that then not 
only compete with native 
species of  sh, but also 
transfer new parasitic dis-
eases to native species.”

Ms Alison Hillman is 
completing her PhD study 
at Murdoch University on 
the parasite burden and 
reproductive  tness of 
quendas and possums in 
urban areas. 

During her study she 
trapped nearly 300 quen-
das in urban gardens 
and native bush. Those 
trapped in gardens were 
generally more likely to be 
overweight or obese and 
were less likely to carry 

pouch young that those 
in the bush.

Ms Hillman also stud-
ied the parasites they 
carried. Most quendas 
carried giardia but a spe-
cies that did not infect 
humans, so it poses no 
threats.

“The main problem is 
 eas,” she said. “I found 
cat  eas and stickfast 
 eas on many of them.

Oddly enough cat  eas 
are often found on dogs 
as well as cats. Stickfast 
 eas are found on do-
mestic poultry.

“There is a low risk of 
the passage of disease 
from quendas to pets and 
humans and vice versa. 
I did not study bacteria 
or viruses but the main 

problem is parasites.
“The best approach is 

to make sure pets and 
chooks are  ea free. 
There are good  ea-
control products on the 
market.

“All quendas infected 
with stickfast  eas were 
trapped in gardens where 
domestic poultry are 
kept.”

“There is a very small 
possibility that quendas 
act as vectors of antibiot-
ic resistant bacteria from 
animal to animal, but it is 
unlikely.”

A major concern is that 
garden quendas tend to 
be overweight

“The cause of obesity 
in quendas is hard to pin 
down. The fattest quenda 

I trapped was getting 
food from seed put out 
for birds. 

“Overweight quendas 
were either deliberately 
fed or they exploit food 
source associated with 
humans such as pet food, 
waste and compost bins.

“The best advice is 
don’t feed quendas. If you 
must, don’t feed them ev-
ery day; once every two 
or three days is best and 
limit the portion size.

“I suggest one or two 
mealworms or a piece of 
fruit the size of a 20 cent 
coin. If you are cooking 
carrots the bits you cut 
off  are  ne. 

“I would love to have 
quendas in my garden,” 
she added.

Quendas’- our little Aussie garden diggers at risk

Quenda with full pouch © Simon Cherriman

AUSSIE  Redback Tours 
are currently putting to-
gether their 2017 brochure 
which should be out next 
month.  It will be packed 
with some favourites such 
as the Gibb River Bungle 
Bungles tour (already half 
full); Kimberley Dreaming; 

and Tasmania.  
New tours include the 

Tamworth Country Music 
Festival which includes 
Lightning Ridge and Bro-
ken Hill; Norfolk Island; 
Murray River Cruise; Alice 
Springs to the Top End 
(includes Litch eld and 
Kakadu National Parks); 
Historic Outback Towns; 
the Australian Bushranger 
Trail; Coast to Coast (Perth 
to Brisbane); and the 
Great Ocean Road Nullar-
bor tour.  

Also planned are four 
art-speci c tours to the 
Kimberley, Pilbara, Al-
ice Springs, and Flinders 
Ranges, and Aussie Red-
back will be doubling the 
number of day tours in 
2017 as well. So there will 
be something for every-
one. 

This year is not yet 
over though, and Aus-
sie Redback Tours have 
some lovely tours still on 
off er such as the South-
ern Wild owers (including 

the Stirling Ranges, Bluff  
Knoll, Fitzgerald River, 
and Wave Rock); Marga-
ret River; Outer Adelaide 
Kangaroo Island; Tasma-
nia; and the Manjimup 
Cherry Festival/Gnomes-
ville which is  lling fast. 

Aussie Redback have 
asked  passengers what 
they like about their tours 
and their responses have 
been varied. One thing 
that stands out is that 
they would like more time 
at each location and they 

aren’t “herded” on and off  
the bus in record time.  

Rather, people would 
like extra time to spend 
looking at the sights, do-
ing a bit of shopping, and 
generally relaxing and 
soaking up the atmo-
sphere.

Aussie Redback Tours  
can be contacted by 
phone on 1300 662 026 
or email at aussieredback 
tours@yahoo.com.au for 
more information about 
any of their tours.

Aussie Redback Tours plan next year’s tours with 
some great tours for this year still on offer...

Discover lovely tours and sights with 
Aussie Redback Tours

 3645 Dumbleyung-Lake Grace Rd, Kukerin
 PH: 9864 6054  MOBILE: 0437 341 679               
EMAIL: info@marysfarmcottages.com.au 
WEB: www.marysfarmcottages.com.au

An authentic WA farm experience
Enjoy luxurious king size beds or king twins, 

large  at screen TVs, beautifully appointed bathrooms, 
uninterrupted farm views, watch the sun go down from 

your own verandah or enjoy the nightly star studded sky. 
All cottages back onto a large lawned area 

shaded by natural trees.
 The barbecue is located under the bonnet of an ancient 
Austin Truck with the ‘tray’ providing a great picnic table.

SPRING SPECIAL
Mention Have a Go News and receive 

10% discount with a 3 night stay
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BOOKINGS
1800 096 002
www.kalbarribeachresort.com.au

at KALBARRI BEACH RESORT

*Minimum 3 night stay. Conditions apply. Offer valid 15/12/16

 Redeem your TransWA Pensioner Annual Free Trip Voucher for Regional Public Transport
Your TransWA driver stays at this resort with you!

SPRING SPECIALS

HAGN#022/295

$80
*per night
2 bedroom apartment 

($40 per person as a couple)

WONGAN HILLS VISITOR CENTRE 
PH: 9671 1973 Email: wongantourism@westnet.com.au

VISIT THE WONGAN HILLS 
VISITOR CENTRE 

Open: 9am-5pm, Sat & Sun 10-2pm
The Station, Wongan Rd, Wongan Hills 

Wongan Hills just two hours from Perth, 
call into the Visitor Centre for up to date 

information on the best places to  nd our 
many wild owers, enjoy our many 
beautiful walk trails and reserves. 

‘A Wild ower Adventure’ well worth a visit.
Reynoldson Reserve Festival

28, 29 30 October 2016
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Stay longer, explore further and experience more with 
a self-drive discovery of the Turquoise Coast. With mild coastal 

climates you can enjoy beautiful beaches one day 
and stunning inland drives the next!

TAKE A WALK ON THE Wild Side

TURQUOISE COAST VISITOR CENTRE  67 Bashford Street, Jurien Bay WA 6516
(08) 9652 0870 - tmc@dandaragan.wa.gov.au

www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au/tourism.aspx - www.facebook.com/TurquoiseCoastWA

HAGN#006/295

We cater for all, as we have cabins, cottages, glamping tents, caravan/
tents sites and beautiful natural unpowered sites all in bush setting. 

We are two minutes drive to the lake where you can swim, 
enjoy water sports, relax and even camp the night under the stars. 

Come and see us, we look forward to meeting our old and new friends.

147 Invarell Road, Waroona  Ph: 9733 3000
Email: linda@navarino.com.au  www.navarino.com.au

Family Holiday Park 

only 1 hour from Perth

HAGN#029/295

WITH a change of 
crew, Duyfken set sail 
for Mandurah on 4 Sep-
tember.  The voyage was 
much smoother than the 
 rst and the crew was 
welcomed by hundreds of 
spectators lining the wa-

terfront on 5 September.
Once the ship was 

berthed and secured, 
Captain Chester handed 
over the post bag con-
taining First Day Covers 
commemorating Dirk Har-
tog’s 400th anniversary 

and signed by the captain 
himself, to postmaster Wil-
la Currie.  The City’s Mayor, 
Marina Vergone, was also 
at the arrival to welcome 
Duyfken and her crew.

Over the next nine days 
3,500 guests paid to board 

Duyfken and take part  in 
the new audio guided 
tour. Another 630 school 
children engaged in the 
Duyfken maritime educa-
tion program and many 
thousands just dropped 
by to view the ship from 
the Mandurah Off shore 
Fishing and Sailing Club 
grounds.

Departure day arrived in 
Mandurah with a degree of 
concern. Before the arrival, 
a metre of silt was dredged 
from the marina entrance 
to enable safe passage 
for Duyfken and her 2.6m 
draft. 

Diff erent story though 
on leaving. During the 
week, strong storms had 
whipped up plenty of wa-
ter movement in the Man-
durah estuary and with 
this, heaps of silt had been 
moved about. 

As Duyfken exited the 
marina entrance all was 
looking good and then 
suddenly she ground to 
a halt. Duyfken hits bot-
tom in Mandurah…she 
just didn’t want to leave 
town. Sea Rescue was 
quickly on hand, and with 

a bowline attached and a 
1000 horsepower of grunt, 
Duyfken was soon on the 
move downstream and 
into open waters.

There were beautiful 
sailing conditions once 
all sails had been set with 
Duyfken hitting a cracking 
 ve knots as she headed 
to Hillarys, her next port 
of call.

The crew have been 
having a lot of fun meeting 
the locals…and there are 
more to come as Duyfken 
begins her journey north. 
Duyfken will be on exhi-
bition in Geraldton (8-15 
Oct) and Denham (20-23 
Oct).

The upcoming Pirate 
Days are: Geraldton: Sun-
day, 9 October and Den-
ham:  Sunday, 23 October. 
Tickets are available from 
www.ticketek.com.au/
duyfken

Volunteers Wanted 
Duyfken is heading to 

Elizabeth Quay from No-
vember 2016 for a  ve 
month exhibition program 
and the Duyfken Founda-
tion is seeking volunteers 
to help deliver the pro-

Hundreds visit Duyfken during her voyage along the WA coast 

Visitors aboard Duyfken

gram. Opening hours will 
be from 1-5pm Wednes-
day through Sunday. Ide-
ally they are looking for 
volunteers who can  ll a 
regular weekly or fortnight-
ly time slot. All guides will 
be provided with on-site 
training, and a team uni-
form.

Please contact Pic Lee 

Song at administration@
duyfken.com for more 
details or apply online at 
www.duyfken.com/volun-
teers

People can follow all the 
happenings around Duy-
fken at each port, at the 
Facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/duy 
fken1606/

CELEBRATE  a special 
Christmas this year on 
Captain Cook Cruises 
seven - nights Murray Prin-
cess Christmas Cruise, 
departing 23 December. 
The Christmas cruise 
combines the popular sev-
en-night cruise itineraries 
with Christmas festivi-
ties including a traditional 
South Australian Christ-
mas lunch, Christmas car-
ols, egg nog, and a visit 
from Santa on Christmas 
Day.

In between celebrating 
Christmas it’s full steam 
ahead down the mighty 
Murray River as guests 
discover Australian histo-
ry, culture, and wildlife on 
the newly refurbished PS 
Murray Princess, a mod-
ern replica of the paddle 
wheelers that cruised the 
Murray in the 1800s. 

Sit back in one of two 
cosy paddlewheel loung-
es, displaying views of the 
working paddle wheel, and 
enjoy the beauty of the riv-
er as the Murray Princess 
cruises past Big Bend 
towering limestone cliff s, 
through picturesque gorg-
es and along riverbanks 
lined with mallee scrub and 
red gum forests.

Plant and bird life on the 
Murray River is thriving. 
There is an abundance of 
Australian birds including 
swans, pelicans, swamp 
hens and wood ducks and 
their young. Led by on-
shore guides passengers 
can enjoy nature walks, 
eco-tours and learn about 
the ecology of the river. 

Exciting day trips include 
visits to historic ports, an 
educational stop at the 
sacred Ngaut Ngaut Ab-
original Conservation Park, 
a fun and very Australian 
woolshed shearing show, 
a visit to a native wildlife 
shelter and even a back-
water wildlife boat tour.

Follow the food and 
wine trail for tastings at a 
number of vineyards and 
cellar doors, and one eve-
ning enjoy an Aussie-style 
camp re barbecue on 
the riverbank. A compli-
mentary Barossa tour is 
also available to passen-
gers on Monday 26 De-
cember, departing and re-

Enjoy Christmas a different way on board the Murray Princess
turning to Mannum.

The seven nights Christ-
mas cruise departs Man-
num at 4.30pm on 23 
December and fares start 
from $2098 per person 
twin share. Prices include 
accommodation, all meals, 

guided nature walks, 
eco-excursions, onboard 
presentations, onboard 
WiFi, the captain’s dinner 
and cocktail party, live en-
tertainment, use of ship’s 
facilities including a sauna, 
spa, sun deck, bar, two 

lounges, restaurant and 
mini gymnasium and com-
plimentary scenic coach 
transfers from Adelaide or 
car-parking in Mannum.

To book please call the 
Australian Holiday Centre 
on 1300 799 342.

Call Elite Tours on 9314 2170
www.elitetours.net.au

HAGN#089/295

10 August York & Beverley $85
30 August Mystery Tour $85

13 September Duck Duck Goose Restaurant $85
28 September Into The Mystery Valleys $85

14 October Yanchep Park & Inn $85
24 October Mystery Tour (New tour & venue) $90

  1 November Melbourne Cup Day Tour $95
23 November Nosh Gourmet Food & Gifts $80
  1 December Christmas Party @ Cafe Coast $90
19 December Cherry Special Day Tour $90
29 December 4 Day New Years Tour 

Margaret River
$1150
twin share

UPCOMING 
2016 TOURS
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DUNSBOROUGH Central Motel

Rooms ranging from Standard Motel 
style rooms to our Luxurious Spa Suites.

Located in the town centre. Just a stroll to shops, supermarkets, 
restaurants, cafes and beach. Outdoor pool, heated spa and bbq. 

FREE In-house movies plus WiFi now available.
 Just ask our friendly staff. 

PHONE: 9756 7711
50 Dunn Bay Rd, Dunsborough WA 6281
Email: reservations@dunsboroughmotel.com.au
Web: www.dunsboroughmotel.com.au
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STAY ANY 3 NIGHTS SUNDAY TO THURSDAY
& RECEIVE 10% OFF

Includes complimentary bottle of wine.
*Not valid 22/12/16 to 31/01/17 (Excludes long weekends).

All cooking facilities are supplied. TVs, fans and blankets 
provided. Reverse cycle aircon & heating. Campgrounds 
have facilities required for a comfortable stay. Pet friendly

Caravan & Camping Sites
   Peak Time $42 per night t/share, $2 per dog

Long weekends and public holidays: 
$50 per night twin share

School holidays: $42 per night twin share
10% Discount for Pensioners Mon to Fri:

 $38 per night twin share
Park Home (3 bedroom sleeps up to 7 people)

Peak Season Sept to April: $180 per night twin share
Park Home (2 bedroom sleeps up to 6 people)

 Peak Times $150 per night t/share, $15 extra per person
   Off Peak $140 per night t/share, $15 extra per person

The gateway to the beautiful South West

Phone 9720 1057 or email joanneltaylor1971@gmail.com

HAGN#003/295SPRING 
SPECIAL 
*Offer ends 31/10/16

CUNDERDIN MUSEUM
No.3 Pump Station

Vintage Machinery  Gold elds Water Supply Scheme
Meckering Earthquake  Gold elds Railway

Only two hours drive from Perth
Cunderdin plays host to an abundance of spring wild owers

100 Forrest Street, Cunderdin, Western Australia
Ph/fax: 9635 1291  E: museum@cunderdin.wa.gov.au

HAGN#026/295

21 to 23 October  Nambung Station
Cnr Munbinea Rd & Wongonderrah Rd

Dandaragan Shire

Nambung Country Music Muster features:
Des Morgan - Balladeer

Band of Mates - Evan Platschinda, 
Terry Bennetts, Ginger Cox and Billy Higginson

Connie Kis Andersen
Therese & David - Camp re Country

Kate Linke, Mark Donohoe
Keith ‘Cobber’ Lethbridge - Bush Poet

Bill Gordon - Bush Poet
Outback Paddy - Entertainer

For bookings or further info contact   
Brian 0427 084 313 
Gloria 0427 527 153 
 Sonia 0437 154 497

or visit www.nambungstation.com.au

Multi award winning local 
and interstate artists

Traditional Australian ballards, 
original songs, all your country 

favourites, bush poetry and dancing

Nambung 
Country Music 

Muster

HAGN#083/295

by Mike Roennfeldt

THE southwest freshwa-
ter  shing season offi  -
cially  red up on 1 Sep-
tember and runs until 30 
June next year. For me, 
it was good to get back 
into the beautiful environ-
ment down there again, 
even for just a weekend. 
Everything was so green 
and fresh and water lev-
els in the smaller streams 
around Manjimup/Pem-
berton looked just right 
after a relatively wet win-
ter.

I was fortunate enough 
to be invited for a  sh at 
a friend’s dam just out of 
Manjimup and we en-
joyed some great mo-
ments tempting rainbows 
to around a kilo on small 
brown nymphs. There 

wasn’t a lot of surface ac-
tivity going on, which was 
a shame. Dry  y  shing 
is the most fun you can 
have with a trout but it’s 
hard work if there aren’t 
any insects on the surface 
drawing the  sh up to rise.

I did tempt one  sh on 
dry though, after casting 
the  y right up against the 
bank underneath some 
reeds in just a few cen-
timetres  of water. A  sh 
took it within seconds, 
probably thinking an in-
sect had fallen out of the 
reeds. It was the best 
moment of the trip. Just 
seeing the  sh’s nose 
poke through the surface 
and suck the  y down 
was what  y  shing is all 
about.

Record numbers of 
trout from the Pemberton 

Anglers can look forward to some 
 ne summer southwest  shing

The new trout season is always a time to look forward to

hatchery were released 
into south west water-
ways this year. Over the 
past four years more than 
2.3 million trout fry have 
been released along with 
around 100,000 Rainbow 
Trout yearlings and over 
10,000 Rainbow and 
Brown trout ex brood 
stock, testament to the 
value the community 
place on trout restocking. 
This year key stocking lo-
cations include the War-
ren River, Collie Gorge, 
Donnelly River, Black-
wood River, Lefroy Brook 
and the Murray River.

Fishers will also be able 
to target feral freshwater 
species such as red n 
perch without a bag limit 
and are urged to not re-
turn them to the water 
when caught. Besides, 
red n are prized table 
 sh, renowned for their 
tasty white  esh. 

To provide a more ac-
cessible and enjoyable 
 shing experience for 
the whole community, 
anglers under 16 years 
of age will no longer be 
required to hold a south 
west freshwater angling 
licence, meaning families 
can enjoy  shing in the 
south west, without hav-
ing to worry about licenc-
es for the kids. 

Observers expect the 
combination of good 
water levels and healthy 
stocking should provide a 
quality  shing experience 
in the south west well into 
the summer months.

THIS year’s rains have 
ensured that the wild-
 owers are proli c 
throughout the state. 
This provides people 
with opportunities to 
view the blooms on 
show. Here are some 
of the hot spots around 
the wheatbelt region to 
discover.

Quairading - Quairad-
ing Nature Reserve locat-
ed three kilometres west 
of town has everlastings 
and 12 varieties of or-
chids.

Kwolyin Reserve has 
carpets of everlastings 
out. Take a walk around 
the campsite where or-
chids,  owering annuals 
and sandalwoods sur-
round the camp. 

Kokerbin Rock is nine 
kilometres north of Kwol-
yin campsite and is well 
worth a visit during wild-
 ower season.

Bruce Rock has or-
chids and sundews out 
along the reserve. Jura 

Take advantage and visit the wild ower 
hot spots around the wheatbelt region

Wild ower Drive Starts 
at Quarry Road two ki-
lometres north of town. 
Doodlakine - Bruce Rock 
Road has several places 
where there are outstand-
ing displays of everlasting 
particularly between Eu-
ginyn and Giles Roads. 

Narembeen - Donkey, 
spider and snail orchids, 
white and pink everlast-
ings, boria, boronia, verti-
cordia, drosora and many 
ferns along the Merredin- 
Narembeen Road in the 
large bush reserves.

Corrigin - The Corrigin 
Wild ower Drive starts 
opposite the Dog Ceme-
tery,  ve kilometres west 
on the Brookton High-
way and takes you on a 
well-maintained gravel 
track to the scenic look 
out, which overlooks the 
town site and wheat bins. 

Hyden-Wave Rock - 
Take the many walk trails 
around Wave Rock where 
the bush is starting to 
bloom. The Hippo’s Yawn 
loop takes you through 
bushland where people 
can see wattle, hakea, 
grevillea, bottlebrush and 
numerous orchid species.

Kulin - Hopkins Nature 
Reserve is an extremely 
important  ora conserva-
tion area. North Jitarning 
Nature Reserve is perfect 
to walk through and ex-
perience many diff erent 
vegetation areas.

The Macrocarpa Walk 
is located one kilometre 

west of Kulin and people 
can view the macrocarpa 
along the trail.

Lake Grace is known 
for its western mallee, 
noted biologically for its 
diverse range of  ora 
and high number of in-
digenous plant groups, 
including grevillea, hakea, 
eucalypts and acacia. 
Within the reserves and 
roadsides of the shire 
people can  nd these 
and many other beauti-
ful  owering plants and 
trees.

Merredin - Tamma 
Parkland off er hakea, 
grevillea and hibbertia 
 owering in bushland and 
inland hairy stem orchids, 
showy sundew and white 
and pink everlastings in 
Tamma Parkland.

Totadgin Conservation 
Park is located 15 kilome-
tres south on the road to 
Bruce Rock and has don-
key, spider, blue and slip-
per orchids in  ower with 
small patches of ever-
lastings in the park. Peel 
Road has everlastings out 
in bloom. Merredin Peak 
has orchids, everlastings, 
hakea, grevillea all  ower-
ing along the bush walk. 

The Merredin Chandler 
Road 20 kilometres north 
of Merredin has everlast-
ings and orchids out in 
bloom.

Kellerberrin Hill of-
fers great views over the 
town and is a wild ow-
er hotspot. Follow the 
 owers along the Tray-
ning/Bencubbin Road 
to Durokoppin Reserve. 
This 1500-acre reserve 
of woodland, heath and 
mallee supports a wide 
variety of  ora and fauna.

Discover tea trees, 
wattle and grevillea 
amongst a colourful ar-
ray of species.

Tammin – The Charles 
Gardner Reserve, an area 
of 600 hectares of natural 
vegetation 14 kilometres 
south of Tammin. It con-
tains a wide variety of 
wild owers and under-

storey, some of which 
are unique to the region. 
Yorkrakine Rock situated 
26 kilometres north of 
Tammin is a solid granite 
outcrop. A strip of native 
 ora surrounds the out-
crops which is one of the 
largest of its kind in WA. 

Cunderdin Hill off ers 
great views over town  
and a variety of wild ow-
ers. Bulgin Rock reserve 
located 18 kilometres 
east of town is a great 
spot for a picnic and 
wild ower exploring.

Westonia - At Sand-
ford Rock Nature Re-
serve the silver mallee 
(Eucalyptus crucis sub-
species crucis) and pur-
ple peacock beetles are 
some of the rare species 
found this time of year. 
Starting from Westonia 
townsite, wander the 
walk trail through tall 
Red Morrell Eucalyptus 
Woodland of the Westo-
nia Common. 

Southern Cross - 
Grab a copy of the Yil-
garn wild ower brochure 
and follow the wild ow-
er drive throughout the 
Yilgarn shire. The Great 
Eastern Highway be-
tween Southern Cross 
and Coolgardie is in 
bloom with hakea, gre-
villea and wattle out in 
force.

Dowerin - at Tin Dog 
Creek Reserve there’s an 
array of birdlife and  ora, 
eight kilometres past the 
wheat bins at the Y junc-
tion, take Amery - Ben-
jaberring gravel road to 
explore historic Minnivale 
townsite and cemetery. 
Pink feather  owers line 
the roadsides and black 
toothbrush grevillea, 
kunzias and verticordia 
are blooming here.

Wyalkatchem - has 
some great  owering re-
serves, including Walk – A 
-Wyal Trail, Wyalkatchem 
Reserve and Korrelock-
ing Reserve. Find rare or-
chids, sundew, everlast-
ings and fauna including 
echidnas, dunnarts, blue 
reasted and red-capped 
robins. Along Wyalk-
atchem North Road to 
Cowcowing Reserve see 
the endangered Wyalk-
atchem foxglove. 

Trayning - Billycatting 
Reserve - explore the 
two marked walk trails. 
White  owered sundews 
(drosera species) insect 
eating plants at the damp 
base of the rocks. The 
gnamma holes located 
north of Trayning on Ben-
cubbin Road have or-
chids including spiders, 
donkeys and fairy. 

Nungarin townsite 
and Mangowine  - ex-
plore Eaglestone Rock, 
Talgomine Reserve and 
Danberrin Hill botanical 
walks and smell the fra-
grant vanilla bush (Grevil-
lea species) and Kunzea 
pulchella splashing vivid 
colours of red. 

Westonia to Elach-
butting Rock - see the 
spectacular Wave Rock 
formation and Monty’s 
Pass, wattles, senna, 
grevilleas and hakeas 
are in full bloom. 

For updates on the 
wild owers in this region 
visit www.wheatbelttour 
ism.com

Couple in wildlfowers near Hyden © Tourism WA

Mystery Tour 
Wednesday 19 October,  Adults $115  Seniors $110
Extended Mystery Tours
14 October - 16 November,  
Adults $850  Seniors $835  Singles $136
Narrogin, Barna Mia, Wongan Hills, 
York, Northam and Toodyay
4 days 3 Nights, Thurs 27 Oct - Sun 30 Oct
Adults $990, Seniors $975  Singles $240 
Bridgetown Garden Festival
5 November,  Adults $90  Seniors $85
Mandurah Christmas Lights
15 December,  Adults $95  Children $65
DAY TOURS   EXTENDED TOURS   CHARTERS

ROYAL 
GALA TOURS

1300 233 556
royalgala@bigpond.com 
www.royalgalatours.com.au

10% OFF Wildflower Tours
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KALBARRI EDGE RESORT

Edge Seniors Deals!
Luxury accommodation
$66.50 per person per night...
that is less than half price!

Includes FREE restaurant breakfast daily
FREE courtesy coach pick up and Rainbow Jungle transfers
FREE welcome drink
FREE upgrade to spa suite. Min 2 persons (single supp. $60)  
And FREE desserts when having dinner at Edge Restaurant 
(with main course)

BOOK NOW
www.kalbarriedge.com.au
info@kalbarriedge.com.au

1800 286 155

HAGN#063/295

Luxury new resort next to town centre

ON A fateful February morning, surrender stared them 
in the face. 

The British, Australian and Indian Army commanders 
had already endured 70 days of brutal  ghting down 
Malaya and Singapore – a land mass 800km in length. 

Their forces were short on food, water, ammunition 
and petrol. They faced a formidable enemy that was 
determined to take Singapore. 

By the evening of 15 February, 1942, Lieutenant-
General Arthur Percival – the General Offi  cer Com-
manding of Malaya Command – signed an uncon-
ditional surrender of 120,000 men – including 15,000 
Australians. 

The Japanese 25th Army, led by Lieutenant-General 
Tomoyuki Yamashita – the Tiger of Malaya – had tri-
umphed with fewer than half the men Malaya Com-
mand had. 

The story of how Malaya and Singapore fell to the 
Japanese in just 70 days is told today in the Battlebox, 
a former WWII underground command centre in the 
heart of Singapore City. 

The location is apt, for the Battlebox was also the 
very headquarters where Percival and his senior com-
manders and offi  cers made the decision to surrender 
Singapore on the morning of the 15th. 

Today, the Singapore History Consultants Pte. Ltd. 
(SHC), a Singapore-based private heritage consultan-
cy, runs up to  ve guided tours a day through the cor-
ridors and rooms of the Battlebox. 

The tour, titled A Story of Strategy and Surrender, 
takes about 60 to 75 minutes, and tells two stories. One 
covers the primary causes of defeat surrounding what 
British Prime Minister Winston Churchill later dubbed 
the “worst disaster and largest capitulation in British 
history.” 

The other covers how the Battlebox took part in the 
running of the war, and key rooms used by generals 
and offi  cers during WWII. 

The tour also shows the key role the Australians 
played in the defence of Malaya and Singapore, includ-
ing some of the  ercest battles of the campaign. 

The Battlebox had closed its doors a few years ago; 
in 2013, SHC took over the running of the place. After a 
massive eff ort resolving maintenance and structural is-
sues with the ageing bunker, it reopened the Battlebox 
in February this year.    

SHC – which has more than 20 years of experience in 
heritage tours and history research – hopes to preserve 
the Battlebox for future generations, so that an impor-
tant story in this part of the world can be shared with 
visitors, including Australians. 

For more information, visit www.battlebox.com.sg. 
Entrance into the Battlebox is currently through guided 
tours only. To arrange private group tours, email enqui 
ry@battlebox.com.sg. 

GENTING Hong Kong 
has worked hard to 
changing the face of trav-
el in Asia for more than 20 
years.

Beginning with Star 
Cruises they pioneered 
the concept of cruising 
in the Asia Paci c region 
and they have recently 
acquired the world’s 
most luxurious cruise line, 
Crystal Cruises.

Now they start a new 
chapter with the launch 
of Dream Cruises, the  rst 
ever Asian luxury cruise 
line which launches this 
November.

Their  rst ship Genting 
Dreams is a vessel de-
signed for people’s 
dreams and features au-
thentic Asian hospitality 
combined with the  nest 

experiences from around 
the world.

The itineraries which 
depart from either Hong 
Kong or the home port of 
Guangzhou off er two,  ve 
or seven night cruises to 
Ha Long Bay, Nha Trang, 
Da Nang and Ho Chi 
Minh CIty in Vietnam.

Dining experiences will 
take passengers around 
the world one meal at a 
time with restaurants fea-
turing cuisine from Japan, 
south east Asia, England 
and Europe.

Guests will depart from 
the ordinary cruise with 
underwater encounters 
available on the two sub-
mersibles on board. Four 
guests per submersible 
will venture deep into the 
ocean and experience a 

dazzling array of  sh and 
sea creatures.

More than 70 per cent 
of the staterooms aboard 
include private balconies 
and the best bathroom 
amenities, décor and 
lighting. They are spa-
cious and modern and 
off er a haven of calm.

There is something for 
everyone on a Dream 
Cruise whether its’s a 
family holiday with the 
children and grandchil-
dren, a romantic cruise 
for couples or a luxurious 
break, all these options 
are covered.

Dream Cruises, which 
launches this November, 
will be one of the ex-
hibitors at the rebranded 
Perth Holiday and Cruise 
Expo. 

The expo returns this 
year to the Grand Ball-
room at Crown Perth on 
11 and 12 February, 2017 
and will be bigger and 
better than ever.

Mark your diary now 
and use this expo to plan 
your adventures in 2017.

Participants will  nd a 
dedicated cruising sec-
tion, travel promotions 
with expo specials, semi-
nars and great prizes.

Where dreams set sail - new Hong 
Kong cruise line launches in November

Dream Cruises’ Genting Dream

Singapore WWII bunker now open 
for interesting history tours

Fortress Command Room: Visitors to the Battlebox 
will get to see the actual rooms used by Allied generals 
and offi  cers to plan the war in Malaya and Singapore 

during WWII.

VILLA  Carlotta Travel 
can never be described 
as boring or predict-
able.

Delivering fun and 
exciting holidays world-
wide and throughout 
Australia is what Villa 
is famous for and har-
nessing ideas is what 
makes a Villa holiday so 
much more than just a 
tour. 

The recent South 
West Op Shop Tour is a 
perfect example.  This 
unusual holiday was the 
brainchild of Villa tour 
leader Jane Thorson 
and some villa travel-
lers.  Expressing a de-
sire to check out the op 
shops outside of Perth 
and to enjoy a holiday at 
the same time, the Villa 
logistics team came up 
with an op shop tour 
which has proved a 
roaring success and a 
bargain hunter’s delight.  

Departing from Perth, 
and escorted by Villa’s 
tour leader and coach 
captain, Trish and Terry, 
and 36 extremely happy 
holiday makers recently 
set out on the bargain-
 lled tour to revel in 
the treasures and great 
 nds of the south west’s 
eclectic range of op 
shops.  

The thrift-seekers 
made the beautiful Ab-
bey Beach Resort in 
Busselton their home 
base and hunted 
through a huge range 
of op shops from Man-
durah to Margaret River 
as well enjoying won-
derful sightseeing and 
touring.  After all, it’s not 
all about the shopping.

The highlight of the 
holiday was a grand 
dinner on the shores of 
Geographe Bay on the 
 nal evening. With great 

enthusiasm the travel-
lers dressed to impress 
in some of their great-
est  nds for the week.  
Even coach captain 
Terry managed to  nd 
an awesome leather 
jacket.  He very much 
acted the part of “the 
Fonz,” and delighted 
the crowd during dinner.

Since hosting the 
 rst op shop tour, Villa 
has been inundated 
with calls from other 
op shops in the region 
wanting to be included 
on the next tour which 
is already  lling fast.  

Departing on 22 No-
vember, why not join in 
on a fun tour with a dif-
ference.  For those who 
prefer to travel with fel-
low solo travellers Villa 
has a dedicated singles 
op shop tour departing 
on 4 April 2017. There’s 
no excuse not to get 
thrifty with Villa,  Free-
Call 1800 066 272 or 
email travel@villa.com.
au to  nd out more or 
check out their website 
at www.villa.com.au

Humble idea evolves 
into a bargain holiday WHETHER holidaying 

within your country or to 
the globe’s most exotic 
locations, a few free travel 
apps for your smart phone 
can make the journey much 
easier - without adding any 
extra weight to your lug-
gage. 

Here are eight apps to 
help you organise and en-
joy your trip, all available 
for free in the App Store or 
Google Play, just search for 
the names and download 
to your phone before you 
travel.

1. Foodspotting 
Foodspotting is all about 

food. Instead of restaurant 
reviews, you get recom-
mendations of actual dish-
es. Users submit photos 
and brief reviews of yummy 

food they have tried and 
where they found it. This 
is a very useful companion 
when travelling to a new 
city. 

2. Entrain
Use Entrain to adjust 

faster to new time zones. 
The app asks questions to 
 gure out what time your 
body thinks it is at that mo-
ment. It then tells you if you 
should be in a light or dark 
environment. If it recom-
mends darkness, but your 
schedule requires light, up-
date your history and get a 
new schedule. 

3. Opera Mini
Scared of roaming fees, 

but need to look up some-
thing online? The Opera 
Mini browser shrinks web-
pages to as little as 10 per 

cent of their original size. 
Your websites will load fast-
er and cost less, since you’ll 
use much less data. Opera 
Mini helps with crowded 
Wi-Fi and poor internet re-
ception, too.

4. Splitwise
Splitwise helps you split 

costs with friends when 
you travel. Simply add ex-
penses as you go along 
and Splitwise will tell you 
whom owes who. All debts 
are synced and shared. You 
also have PayPal integra-
tion for easy payments.

5. LiveTrekker
LiveTrekker keeps a de-

tailed record of your travels, 
complete with a route track, 
geotagged photos, videos 
and audio - all laid out on a 
beautiful map. This app can 

be a bit of a data hog, and 
continued use of GPS can 
drain your battery, but the 
next tip can help you with 
this problem.

6. Opera Max
Opera Max is a data-sav-

ings app. It will extend your 
data plan up to 50 per cent 
for free. It shrinks videos 
and photos on almost any 
app on your phone. It also 
summarises your phone’s 
activity to tell you which 
apps hog your data and 
how much you’ve saved. 

7. Gogobot
Gogobot gives you ac-

cess to reviews of hotels, 

restaurants and fun activi-
ties around the world. With 
Gogobot you can plan itin-
eraries and organise your 
days. You can create a 
“passport” of your travels 
and share your experienc-
es, pictures and reviews.

8. TimerCam
If you are in remote plac-

es with no one to take your 
photo, but you’re tired of 
taking sel es, try a self-tim-
er app. TimerCam is very 
handy. It has a wonderful 
interface and the self-timer 
gives delays of 5, 10 or 15 
seconds. It supports both 
back and front cameras. 

Eight free smart phone apps for a hassle-free holiday

Quiet, comfy, lovely garden setting. Free Wi .
Fully self-contained well-equipped units. 
Only a 2 min walk to beach and Marina.

COACH PICK-UP AVAILABLE
WEEKLY RATE $600 unit, $700 chalet

LAZY LOBSTER 
Holiday Units/Chalets, 

PORT DENISON/DONGARA

Ph 9927 2177  Email: lazylobster@westnet.com.au
Visit www.lazylobster.net.au
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Best Western Hospitality Inn Kalgoorlie
560 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
9021 2888 
kalgoorlie@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnkalgoorlie.com.au

Best Western Kalgoorlie

• FREE continental breakfast daily       
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the 
   Katherine Station Restaurant
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some blockout dates apply. 

*ONLY $119 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

l

HAGN#081/295

Best Western Hospitality Inn Esperance
44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
9071 1999 
esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

Best Western Esperance

• FREE continental breakfast daily
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the Seasons Restaurant
• CENTRAL town location opposite the bay
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some block out dates apply

*ONLY $125 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

HAGN#082/295
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FREE AIR-CON + FREE 80W Solar Pack 
FREE BBQ Gas Point + SAVE $$$s + $500 of in store accessories

SALE ACROSS ALL CAMPERS, CARAVANS & MOTORHOMES

GET A 2 YEAR WARRANTY 
ACROSS THE RANGE

Order now for 2017 delivery 
but hurry limited numbers only!

PH: 6240 7600
397 Scarborough Beach Rd, Osborne Park97 S b h B h9

HAGN#073/295

SALE ENDS 
30 NOV 2017

DL25852

Servicing • Repairs • Spare parts
Insurance work • Accessories

Solar Systems • Alterations • Awnings
We also manufacture composite panels

For all your Caravan, Motor home, or Camper
trailer needs. Secure indoor accommodation

if your van needs to spend the night.
PHONE 9206 4933

Unit 13/21 Warman St, Neerabup WA 6031
admin@joondalupcaravanrepairs.com.au

Joondalup Caravan Repairs

HAGN#024/295

WILLOWBROOK FARM 
CARAVAN PARK

Situated in a great rural setting with 
large grassed powered and non 
powered sites. Pet friendly with full
amenities, including wheelchair 
access. Beautiful gardens with 
abundant bird life.
• Located only 1 hour north of Perth
• 5 mins to Gingin Observatory & Gravity Centre
• 15 mins to Guilderton Beach/Moore River and Gingin Township
• Complimentary freshly baked scones, jam, cream 
   served every Sunday morning
• Camp res in season     
• Dump point
• Sheep, cow and alpaca feeding for children daily

Bookings Phone: 9575 7566
Email willowbrook.farm@bigpond.com
Web www.willowbrookfarm.com.au

1679 Gingin Brook Road, Neergabby

“NO INCREASE OVER PEAK PERIOD”

HAGN#061/295

Two width sizes 66cm or 77cm  
Three mattress thicknesses 2.5cm, 4.0cm or 5.0cm

Contact Remo Dermilio 0419 049 041  Email: raydermilio@westnet.com.au
www.rooftopcamping.com.au

HAGN#001/295

Optimum sleeping comfort combined 
with incredible ease of use
• Many colours to choose from
• Seconds to make the bed 
• Memory foam comfort
• Easy to wash
• Bedding that stays on the bed

price range from $210-$289

WA seller for 
Duvalay 
Sleep Systems

Multiple award winning patented ‘Duvalay’

RoofTop Camping

TO LOYAL show visitors 
who thought the Perth 
4WD and Adventure 

Show couldn’t get any 
bigger we have news for 
you.

An extra 3000 square 
metres of display space 
has been added to the 

Show layout for this year, 
meaning there’s even 
more to see.

The 4WD and Adven-
ture Shows are famous 
for being the place to go 
for all the latest gear. 

Camper trailers, cara-
vans, new model SUVs 
and 4WDs, camping 
gear, 4WD accessories, 
 shing gear and so much 
more. Plus it’s fun for the 
family with heaps to see 
and do.

Show director Peter 
Woods said the 4WD 
and Adventure Show fo-
cussed on  nding every-
thing you need for your 
outdoor adventure, all in 
the one place.

“The show is designed 
so that you can spend 
the day checking out all 
the new products and 
grabbing yourself a bar-
gain; but at the same 
time there’s a huge va-
riety of entertainment to 
keep you busy,” he said.

“The show off ers visi-
tors an experience like 
to no other. The latest 
release products are all 
right there to check out, 
plus speak to the experts 
on your needs,” he said.

“In 2016, we have 
more off -road caravans 
and camper trailers than 
ever before, as well as 
new 4WDs from all the 
major brands, the latest 
4WD accessories, excit-
ing new camping acces-
sories and other gear for 
outdoors.”

“Whether you love 
 shing, camping, 4WD-
ing or all of the above, 
there’s something for ev-
eryone,” Peter said. 

The Engel bush camp 
stage will again host a 
line-up of special guests, 
who will all be at the 
show to tell their stories 

of adventure in the Aus-
sie outback.

Always a crowd favou-
rite, they welcome back 
Jason Andrews from Al-
l4Adventure. Jason is 
one-half of the dynamic 
duo of modern-day ad-
venturers who take on 
rugged expeditions into 
some of the remotest 
corners and wildest fron-
tiers of Australia in their 
TV show All 4 Adventure. 
Using 4WDs, ATVs and 
boats, the boys venture 
deep into uncharted ar-
eas and face all sorts of 
logistical challenges, re-
lying on their ingenuity, 
experience and a good 
measure of humour to 
reach their destination. 

In other big news, the 
show is welcoming back 
John Rooth, or ‘Roothy’.

Roothy is the most 
recognised face of four-
wheel-driving in Austra-
lia. With almost a million 
kilometres under his belt, 
Roothy has driven to the 
far reaches of the coun-
try. From south west WA 
to Tasmania; Roothy’s 
seen it all-along with his 
beloved iconic 45 Se-
ries LandCruiser “Milo”. 
Catch up with Roothy at 
the show this year on the 
Engel bush camp stage.

Peter Woods said he 
was also extremely excit-
ed to bring West Aussie 
Bob Cooper to the show 
this year.

“Bob Cooper is well 
known for his survival 
skills, and his extensive 
knowledge of snakes,” 
Peter Said.

“Bob has honed his 
survival skills by learn-
ing from many traditional 
cultures, both in Australia 
and overseas. He is pas-
sionate about the out-
doors and discovering 

Start your adventure at the Perth 4WD and Adventure Show
whatever he can in the 
wilderness; and through-
out his life has developed 
survival skills that he now 
passes on through his 
courses.

“Bob has so much 
knowledge to share, and 
we are very pleased that 
he will be a special guest 
this year,” Peter said.

The Engle bush 
camp stage will have 
other guest presenters 
throughout the weekend, 
as well as information 
and new product re-
views, camp oven cook-
ing demos and more.

It wouldn’t be a 4WD 
and Adventure Show 
without some “adven-
ture”; and Peter said the 
show de nitely has that 
covered.

“Team D Max stunt 
drivers are back at the 
show this year,” Peter 
said.

“Isuzu Team D Max 
are the best and most 
popular stunt driving 
team in Australia. Visi-
tors can stand back and 
watch as the stunt driv-
ers coast along on two 
wheels, and take on 
some mind-boggling in-
clines and descents or if 
they’re game can get in 
for a free ride,” he said.

The Shannons Tough 
Dog Extreme 4x4 Show 
is back, with some of 
Perth’s best drivers tak-
ing their custom rock 
climbers and buggies 
over the massive ob-
stacles. Always a show 
highlight, visitors can 
watch these champion 
drivers as they take their 
vehicles to the top of 
the rock walls, over sea 
containers and more –all 
while trying to stay up-
right.

The 4WD test track 
at the show is used to 
demonstrate new vehi-
cles. Show visitors goers 
can watch the new ve-
hicles take on the track, 
or can experience the 
ride themselves (with a 
demonstration driver). 

Peter said in addition 
to the test track, show 
visitors could also get in 
a brand new Land Rover 
and experience the Twin 
Terrapod - which is at the 
show for the  rst time.

“This is an exciting 
way to experience the 
full Land Rover capabil-
ity. The Twin Terrapod 
gives you the opportu-
nity to experience the 
Land Rovers off  - road 
abilities  - articulation, 
traction control, terrain. 
The unique twin terra-
pod takes the vehicle 
up, over and around, all 
in the comfort of the lat-
est model Land Rover 
vehicles,” Peter said.

The 4WD Show has 
three main stage areas, 
all with a full schedule of 
presenters, interviews, 
information and enter-
tainment.

The Fourby Forum 
will again be a show 
highlight. Headed up by  
Western 4WDriver mag-
azine’s Nick Underwood, 
the Fourby Forum will 
feature diff erent present-
ers and topics including 
setting up a vehicle, how 
to use recovery gear and 
more.

The Engel Aquatank 
Fishing Show will have 
 shing demos, advice 
on  shing and the latest 
on the best  shing spots 
in WA.

The Engel bush camp 
stage hosts the show’s 
special guests. 

There will be water - 
ski demos on the Swan 
River thanks to Water-
Ski WA, plus people 
can test out new release 
products from Getaway 
Outdoors including 
the new Hobie Mirage 
Eclipse.

The Perth 4WD and 
Adventure Show is on 
11-13 November at Mc-
Callum Park. Tickets are 
$18 adults, $14 conces-
sion, $9 children and $40 
for families. More infor-
mation can be found at 
www.4wdshow.com.au

The Fourby Forum returns to the Perth 4WD and Adventure Show with 
presenters and topics © perth.4wdshow.com.au

EU20i 
GENERATOR
 
Maximum output 2000W/240 volt AC  
• 8 amp/12 DC supply • Whisper  
quiet 53dB(A) • Up to 15 hours of  
continuous operation on a full fuel tank  
• Lightweight 21kg

Get into your specialist Honda dealer  
today and ask us about the full range  
of savings. Call 1300 1 HONDA or  
visit powerequipment.honda.com.au

LEISURE

4-STROKE

$2099RRP

4-STROKE

$1499RRP

EU10i
GENERATOR

EU30iu
GENERATOR

4-STROKE

$3359RRP

EU70is
GENERATOR

4-STROKE

$6599RRP

H
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N
#113/295

• Pitch or pack away in a minute
• Fits any ute model, wellbody or tray
• Shower, kitchen and toilet
• Can be used free standing
• Multiple power sources
• Lots of included extras
• Lots of in camper storage
• Distributor for Alu-Cab Australia

Call us 1300 136 964
www.quickpitchcampers.com

SEE US AT THE 
Perth 4WD and 
Adventure Show

HAGN#012/295

Troopy and 
Defender 110 roof 

conversions

w
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1950 Albany Hwy, Maddington WA

Tel: 9493 5557
Email: sales@georgeday.com.au

www.georgeday.com.au DL2301

SHOW SPECIALS ACROSS OUR ENTIRE RANGE
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SEE OUR GREAT RANGE AT SITES 54, 64, 91 AND 94

PERTH 4WD AND ADVENTURE SHOW, 11-13 November, McCallum Park, Victoria Park

GEORGE  Day Caravans 
is a family owned business 
proudly celebrating their 
38th year in WA selling 
new and pre-owned cara-
vans and campers.  The 
Maddington dealership is 
home to eight new brands, 
Cara Spares Parts and Ac-
cessories store, an on-site 
auto electrician and pro-
fessional back-up service 
department.  

People can have a good 
look around at this year’s 
4WD and Adventure 
Show with an incredible 
variety of layouts and de-
signs on display. Supreme 
Caravans will mark its 
30th anniversary this year 
with new caravans clearly 
branded as ‘30th Anni-
versary Edition’ models.  
Heavily optioned with the 
best available appliances, 

electrics and materials, 
each van will be identi ed 
by their smooth compos-
ite aluminium walls which 
Supreme is employing for 
the  rst time.

Leader Caravans (a 
subsidiary of Supreme 
Caravans) will also be on 
display, celebrating their 
 rst year in WA.  Produced 
using the latest technol-
ogy to ensure the best 
possible towing experi-
ence and touring comfort, 
Leader Caravans have 
extra height giving ample 
clearance for those who 
are tall plus all models are 
semi off -road designed to 
maximise touring enjoy-
ment. 

The multi-award win-
ning Tvan and big brother 
Topaz will take pride of 
place among the camp-
ers with more features 
available than ever before.  

George Day is excited 
to be involved with Track 

George Day Caravans - 38 years of selling new and pre-owned caravans and campers
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Fairfax Media Mandurah is part of the Fairfax Media Printing and Distibution 
group, the largest producer of newsprint publications in Australia with 14 
print sites located across the nation.

Our state of the art site at Mandurah produces full colour heatset gloss and 
newsprint publications in a range of sizes. This means that we are one of the 
most flexible printing organisations in the world. No job is too big or too 
small.

We have the firepower and speed to produce mass quantities of catalogues 
and newspapers for the West Australian market.
We also have the efficiency and skill to produce small orders.

If it is catalogues you are after then you have the option of inserting into one 
of our countless newspapers printed on site. Use these products as the carrier 
of your production giving you last minute deadlines.

If you want a stand-alone catalogue solution, then let us look after your print 
requirements. We will even help organise your distibution!

Our quality work, friendly and dynamic approach to printing and logistics 
allows us to enhance your brand and always exceed your expectations

  www.fairfaxmediaprinting.com.au

  Delivering Heatset & Coldset Printing

Trailer’s Firetail launch, 
speci cally created to 
celebrate 18 years of mar-
ket leading innovation. 
The Firetail makes a bold 
statement with a premium 
kitchen and jet black high-
lights contrasted with the 
surf mist body and is de -
nitely worth a look if seri-
ous off  road ventures are 
on the list.

Also making their debut 
are Goldstream RV’s 20ft-

6in ‘Rhino’ full off -road 
caravan and full ensuite 
pop-top. It’s unusual for 
a pop-top to have such a 
large ensuite. The impres-
sive Thunder and Storm 
RL Sandvan campers 
along with their entire 
range will be on display.

Jurgens Australia is re-
nowned for their spacious 
appeal and modern interi-
ors and will have a selec-
tion of both luxury cara-

vans and compact pop 
tops on display.  With Jur-
gens, people will feel right 
at home from their  rst trip 
regardless of which van 
they choose.  

Newlands Caravans 
(a subsidiary of Concept 
Caravans) are celebrat-
ing the launch of their 
Newlands Tourister at 
this year’s show, manu-
factured to the same high 
quality levels as the Con-

cept range. Concept Car-
avans have a wide range 
of vans available repre-
senting exceptional value 
for money, complement-
ed by numerous standard 
features and options en-
suring the most enjoyable 
accommodation. 

Contact George Day 
Caravans on 9493 5557 
or visit www.georgeday.
com.au for further infor-
mation.

FUNSEEKER Tours will once again 
be taking a tour to Albany and sur-
rounds in October. Guests will enjoy 
four nights at the Ace Motel and visit 
Brookton and Katanning on the way 
to Albany. There is plenty of time to 
see wild owers en route and the trip 
includes morning teas, lunches and 
evening meals. Guests will even get 
picked up and returned to their home 
by private taxi.

Other visits on the tour include the 
Windmill Farm and wild ower pathway 

in Albany, The Gap and Natural Bridge 
together with Whale World are a must 
see. 

On the tour people will have the op-
portunity to view wild owers in Cran-
brook, the Stirling Ranges and Bluff  
Knoll as well as a visit to Two Peoples 
Bay and Cheyne Beach where there 
are a diverse range of wild owers. The 
return trip to Perth is via Kojonup and 
Quindanning.

Call Sharon on 1300 660 668 for 
more information.

Discover the amazing 
wild owers in Albany

George Day Caravans launches the Newlands Tourister

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 



bookings@hireabus.com.au   Phone 0473 514 944   Facebook: perthseniorstravelclub

We have a stand and would love 
to see you all at the

Life starts at 50 Expo 2016, 
29th & 30th October 

Claremont Showgrounds

NOVEMBER 
Tuesday 1st  Melbourne cup MYSTERY TOUR... 
   Where we end up is a surprise, morning tea and lunch are included.  

Tuesday 15th  Spring in the Valley
   Lunch at Valley View with wine tasting at Ugly Duckling, Sittella and Houghtons.  
   Call Anne for booking 0408 912 642  

27th to 1st Dec Albany Spring Break
   A relaxed and exciting 5 day trip staying at Sleepwell where we have our own chef from  
   Perth sister hotel the Perth Ambassador.  Days out will include an ECO trip in Walpole, Karri  
   Forest, historic places around Albany, The Discovery Bay Complex, Mt Romance for a tour  
   and afternoon tea.  
   For a booking or full itinerary please call Anne 0408 912 642 

2016 DECEMBER 
18th to 21st  Cruise with us to Busselton and back from Fremantle
   This is a 4 day 3 night experience on board a Sun Princess ship. 
   Prices range from Ocean Room at $639 twin share to a Balcony Room from $839 twin share. 
   Single supplements ranges from $1398 to $1578. Call Renee on 0439 453 153 for full details. 

JANUARY  
Thursday 26th  ANTARTICA – Come  y with us!! Life time opportunity  ight with QANTAS in full support  
   of TELETHON and CYSTIC FIBROSIS, Victoria. 
   BOOK NOW so as not to be disappointed - Call for full details.  
MARCH
Friday 24th - Sunday 2nd April 
   APAN Cherry Blossom Tour - An experience not to be missed. 
   Call Renee for full details.  

APRIL 
29th - 3rd May Cruise with us to Esperance and back from Fremantle 
   This is a 4 day 3 night relaxed cruise which gives you the opportunity to “chill out”.  
   Prices range from Ocean Room at $939 twin share with a $50 on board credit - to  
   a Balcony Room from $1,339 twin share with a $100 onboard credit. 
   Single supplement ranges from $1,439 to $2,578   Call Renee for full details.  
MAY 2017  
27th May - 1st June VIVID SYDNEY and Canberra A very special trip to experience the colours and  
   the technology that makes Sydney “come alive” at night.  Anne will take you  
   over and make sure you have a wonderful time. 
   Price is $1,900pp twin share and $2,400 single supplement.

2016

IN THE PLANNING 2017 
EXTENDED TOURS: 

Toowoomba carnival of  owers - 
Walpole/Treetop

Margaret River/wineries
Kalbarri - Kalgoorlie/Wave Rock

DAY TOURS/MYSTERY/CHEAP 
TUESDAY: Gnomesville - Pinnacles 
- New Norcia - Fremantle - Kings 

Park/Perth City - Mundaring
/Kanning /Wongdong - Races

2017
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