
Have a Go News' travel liftout
...for the mature traveller

travelling
let’s go travelling

Samoa provides a wonderful winter escape. Writer Michael Osborne returns to this tropical paradise and visits the picturesque Sua Trench in Upolu during his South Paci c adventure. 
Read more on page 24.

Travel Insurance • Winter in the West • Cruising

AUGUST 2016

is a Division of The Holidayplanet Group 
serving West Australian’s for over 15 years

WE ARE AVAILABLE:  
       BY PHONE: 7 Days a week on 1300 789 567;        PERSONAL VISIT: 299 Vincent Street Leederville;
       ONLINE: Seniorsplanet.com.au or        EMAIL: haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

West Australia’s only Online & Offl  ine Travel Company 
catering to the needs of the over 55’s

SPECIALIST AREAS INCLUDE:  
Cruising across Australia, North & South Asia, Canada & Alaska, Europe, 
North & South America & and Africa. Individual and Escorted group touring 
programmes to Britain, Europe, North & South America, Africa and Asia.

Please see our Adverts in this Issue:  Rail & Sail Holidays on Page 24 and Escorted Tours on Page 25.
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Jen Merigan

Conditions apply, subject to availability, correct at the time of printing.

www.australianholidaycentre.com.au
email: perth@australianholidaycentre.com.au

Conditions apply subject to availability correct at the time of printing

GOLD $3450 per person twin share
PLATINUM $5620 per person twin share

CALL 1300 799 342

3 CITIES & 3 TRAINS

• Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Perth to Sydney in gold service cabin                
• 3 nts in Sydney • Sydney Harbour Story Cruise • Rail travel on the XPT, 
Day Service Sydney to Melbourne • 3 nights in Melbourne • City tour and 
river cruise • Rail travel on the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nights 
in Adelaide • Adelaide City Sights Tour • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

ASTOR UK 
TO FREMANTLE

54 NIGHT CRUISE
DEPARTS 16 OCTOBER 

FROM TILBURY

You will cruise via the ports of Portugal, Winward Islands, transit the                                                                                                                                    
Panama Canal, Mexico, French Polynesia, Cross the Date Line,             
Auckland, Sydney, Adelaide, Kangaroo Island and arrive in Fremantle.

ON SALE $12,959 Voyager Ocean view cabin for 2 people

AROUND 
AUSTRALIA 
BY RAIL

18 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH ON TUESDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Broome • 3 nts in Broome • Town Tour • Air travel, 
Broome to Darwin • 2 nts Darwin • City Tour • Air travel, Darwin to Cairns • 
3 nts in Cairns • Rail travel on the Spirit of Queensland, Cairns to Brisbane 
(Rail Bed) inc meals • 1 nt Brisbane • Rail travel on the XPT, Brisbane 
to Sydney • 2 nts Sydney • City Tour • Rail travel on the XPT, Sydney to            
Melbourne (First Class Seat) • 2 nts Melbourne • City Tour • Rail travel on 
the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nts Adelaide • City Tour • Rail 
travel on the Indian Paci c, Adelaide to Perth in Gold Service inc meals 
GOLD $5590 per person twin share
PLATINUM $7680 per person twin share 

BEST OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS TUESDAYS

• Air travel, Perth to Adelaide • 5 nts in Adelaide • Adelaide City Tour • 
Barossa & Hahndorf Tour • 2 day Kangaroo Island Tour including 1 nights 
accommodation • 3 night Murray River Cruise including transfers and all 
meals on-board • Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Adelaide to Perth

PENSIONER FROM $4000 per person twin share

3 STATE 
FLY & SAIL 
GETAWAY

DEPARTS 7 DECEMBER 
VISITING SOUTH AUSTRALIA, 

VICTORIA AND TASMANIA

Air travel, Perth to Adelaide • 3 night’s accommodation in Adelaide • City 
Tour • Barossa & Hahndorf full day tour • 7 night cruise on the Sun Princess 
(inside cabin), departing Adelaide and visiting: Burnie •  Melbourne • Port 
Lincoln and disembark in Fremantle (includes: meals & entertainment)
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ON SALE FROM ONLY $1680 per person twin share 
(Upgrades available based on interior cabin)

BUY 1 GET 
1 FREE

AUCKLAND 
TO PERTH 
FLY CRUISE

12 DAYS
DEPARTS 23 NOVEMBER

Air travel, Perth to Auckland • Transfer to  your hotel • 4 nts at Auckland 
City Hotel • City  Tour • A Taste of Waiheke Tour • Transfer to Cruise                       
Terminal, Auckland • 7 nt cruise aboard the Astor cruising from Auck-
land to Adelaide, with a port call in Sydney, including on board meals and                    
entertainment • airport transfer • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth
FROM ONLY $2340 per person twin share IG Category 
FROM ONLY $2490 per person twin share OG Category

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH 

ON SUNDAYS

Call Elite Tours on 9314 2170
www.elitetours.net.au
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10 August York & Beverley $85
30 August Mystery Tour $85

13 September Duck Duck Goose Restaurant $85
28 September Into The Mystery Valleys $85

14 October Yanchep Park & Inn $85
24 October Mystery Tour (New tour & venue) $90

  1 November Melbourne Cup Day Tour $95
23 November Nosh Gourmet Food & Gifts $80
  1 December Christmas Party @ Cafe Coast $90
19 December Cherry Special Day Tour $90
29 December 4 Day New Years Tour 

Margaret River
$1150
twin share

UPCOMING 
2016 TOURS
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OF all the enquiries I receive from readers, travel 
insurance would be the one about which I am 
asked about most frequently.

This month Frank Smith takes a look at travel 
insurance for the mature market and has some 

interesting information for readers.
I took a long weekend at the end of last month 

and headed down south to enjoy some winter 
weather. It was a wily weekend with rain, hail 
and shine but it was lovely having a log  re in 
our cabin in the bush.

When we were looking for accommodation I 
must say that searching the internet for some-
where to stay was not an experience I enjoyed. It 
really is much easier looking through magazines 
and papers for accommodation.

Thanks to the many people who have en-
quired and booked on our Antarctic day trip, 
it should be a fabulous day trip of a lifetime. 
Contact me for last minute bookings as plac-
es are  lling fast.

The Perth Holiday and Cruise Expo returns 
in February next year to Crown Perth and will 
be highlight expo for those looking for holiday 
options.

Organiser of the expo Pat Strahan has 

handed over the reins to Peter French and 
he looks forward to bringing attendees a new 
and improved range of facilities.

The expo will be held on 11 and 12 February 
in the newly refurbished Crown Ballroom.

We will have more on that expo over the 
coming months.

It’s that time of year when those who are 
thinking of travelling at Christmas time should 
start  nalising their bookings.

Rail Europe have some great discounts 
for travellers to Britain. Travellers who book 
BritRail, BritRail England and BritRail South 
West Passes with Rail Europe will enjoy an ad-
ditional travel day for free. The free day applies 
to  exible and consecutive passes and is valid 
for travel within six months of booking. 

Visit www.raileurope.com.au for bookings 
and more information.

We have a bumper travel liftout this month 
with lots of stories from WA, interstate and 

around the world.
If you have a travel issue, enquiry or would 

like to share some information, don’t hesitate 
to contact me on the email below.

If you’re a facebooker than like Have a Go 
News at www.facebook.com/Haveagonews.

Happy trails

Jennifer Merigan
Travel Editor

DISCOVER the delights of Viet-
nam and Cambodia with well 
known Perth foodie Vince Gar-
reff a and his wife Anne.

When you travel with Vince 

and Anne you become family. 
Vince and Anne are renowned 
for their hospitality and fun on 
their tours and this trip will pro-
vide guests with an opportunity 
to cruise the Mekong and learn 
about traditional food, culture 
and customs.

Guests will enjoy a tour into 
these countries like no other and 
will enjoy seven nights sailing on 
board La Margeurite a boutique 
 ve-star  oating hotel which 
will make the perfect setting to 
cruise through these two exotic 
countries.

Sail through stunning scenery, 
visit remote villages that line the 
banks of the Mekong River and 
unwind in the ship’s peaceful air-
conditioned lounges or on the 

sun deck.  
Enjoy a superb dining expe-

rience each day in the air-con-
ditioned Mekong Restaurant, 
prepared by the on-board chefs 
each day from the freshest in-
gredients (western favourites 
will also be available).  

During the cruise Vince will do 
an on board cooking demon-
stration.

Before the cruise guests will 
enjoy two-night stays at the 
Grand Hotel Saigon in Ho Chi 
Minh City and after the cruise 
stay at the Shinta Mani resort in 
Siem Reap.  

In Ho Chi Minh City there will 
be an exclusive dinner at Xu 
Restaurant.

Some of the tour highlights 

include a visit to the historical 
Angkor Archaeological Park, a 
ride on an ox cart, a blessing by 
a Buddhist monk and a visit to 
the Cu Chi tunnels.

If you want to be a part of this 
wonderful opportunity to travel 
with Vince and Anne Garreff a 
and savour the culture, scenery, 
food and friendship, come along 
to Mondo Butchers, 824 Beau-
fort Street Inglewood, on Thurs-
day 1 September at 6.30pm.

The trip departs Perth on 21 
January 2017 and if you book 
and deposit by 30 September 
you will FLY FREE with Singa-
pore Airlines!

RSVP: to Kings Tours and 
Travel on 9380 6656 or email        
offi  ce@kingstours.com.au.

Visit Vietnam and Cambodia with Vince and Anne Garreffa

Vince Garreff a

PEEL Region Orchid Society annual show will be held at the Old Mandurah 
Yacht Club, Halls Head Parade and Mary Street on 10 and 11 September.

The opening hours for the public will be from 1pm to 5pm on Saturday 10 
September after the judges have completed their judging and on Sunday will 
be from 9am till 3pm. Morning and afternoon tea will be available and orchids 
and plants will be for sale. 

Gold coin admittance. 
Any further information required, please ring 9537 8477.

Orchid show in Peel region

www.britishtravel.com.au 

Call 1300 857 434
Lic No 9TA1055

FLY BUSINESS CLASS
 TO EUROPE

Return Travel from Sep 2016 to July 2017
PLUS up to 26 European airports!
London $5099  Rome $4950
Dublin $4899    Athens $4852
Belgrade $4818  Manchester $5172

email: res@britishtravel.com.au
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The travel industry and readers are 
welcome to contact the travel editor:  

Ph 9227 8283  
Email: jen@haveagonews.com.au
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by Jeanette Woolerton

IN EARLY times, people set  res 
at the edge of the water to warn 
boats of dangerous rocks on shore. 
Later Egyptians completed the tall-
est lighthouse ever built in 283. It 
stood 122 metres high on the island 
of Pharos in the harbour of Alexan-
dria. The Pharos Lighthouse used a 
mirror to re ect its light beam. This 
could be seen up to 50 kilometres 
away.

Australia’s  rst colonial navigation 
beacon was lit on the South Head of 
Port Jackson, New South Wales in 
1793, when a bon re was lit for the 
passenger ship Bellona. By 1794, a 
 re was lit in the metal basket sus-
pended from a tripod each night.

The  rst lighthouse structure in 
Australia was constructed at South 
Head Signal Station in 1816 and 
completed in 1818 at the command 
of Governor Macquarie. The work 
was undertaken by Francis Green-
way, the famous convict architect.

The lighthouse still did not guar-
antee safe passage and unfortu-
nately, the Dunbar was tragically 
wrecked below the signal station in 
1857. Despite the cries being heard 
through the night, only wreckage 
and one survivor (out of 121 pas-
sengers and crew) was found the 
next day.

Many of the earliest Australian 
lighthouses were built in direct re-

sponse to shipwrecks in the treach-
erous waters in the Southern Ocean 
and the Tasman Sea – part of which 
was known as the shipwreck coast. 
Lighthouses became critical aids in 
preventing shipwrecks.

Today, lighthouses are built in har-
bours, on islands, coral reefs and 
beaches, and it is estimated that 
there are currently more than 350 
lighthouses (all built in the last 200 
years) within Australia.

Victoria, with its rugged coast-
line and renowned gale force winds 
howling through the Bass Strait, 
boasts lighthouses aplenty. These 
historical beacons of light grace 
some of the most magni cent sea-
scapes on the continent. 

Victoria will participate in the 19th 
annual International Lighthouse/
Lightship Weekend on 20 and 21 
August, to honour the gracious 
lighthouse.

This event is a celebration of the 
historical importance of lighthouses, 
their keepers and radio operators 
around the world. An estimated 
400 light stations, including Victo-
ria’s own Point Lonsdale, are taking 
part in the weekend program world-
wide.

Co-hosted by international ama-
teur radio operators, who will broad-
cast from the light stations over the 
weekend and the Association of 
Lighthouse Keepers, the event is 
a collaborative professional eff ort, 

which will undoubtedly off er the 
visitor an incredible sensory (and 
educational) experience. 

Volunteers from the Queenscliff e 
Maritime Museum will conduct 
tours of the light station daily be-
tween 9.30am and 3pm over the 
International Lighthouse Weekend 
at 33 Australian lighthouses.

For more than a hundred years 
the Point Lonsdale light has helped 
ensure safe-passage for thousands 
of vessels entering or leaving Port 
Phillip through The Rip, the notori-
ously narrow and often very turbu-
lent entrance to the Bay.

Tours will include the historic fog-
horn shed and soundings of the 
foghorn at 10am and 3pm on both 
Saturday and Sunday.

Tour bookings are essential and 
can be made by calling 0419 513 
007. Entry cost is $10 adults, $8 
concession and $5 children. Note: 
Children undertaking the tours must 
be at least  ve years old and be 
taller than 95 centimetres.

International Lighthouse/Light-
ship Weekend is a great opportunity 
for all of us to participate in a world-
wide celebration of these lifesav-
ing aids to navigation, as well as 
the men and women who manned 
them, while enduring extreme 
weather conditions and isolation.

Lighthouses are awe inspiring 
and this event is their ultimate vali-
dation.

A worldwide celebration of the bold, benevolent beacons of brilliance

Clockwise from top; Aerial view of Cape Otway. The Cape Otway Lighthouse on 
Victoria’s infamous ‘Shipwreck Coast’ was built partly in response to the loss of 

the immigrant ship Cataraqui, Australia’s worst ever maritime disaster with the loss 
of 400 of the total 410 souls onboard - For more than a hundred years the Point 
Lonsdale Lighthouse has helped ensure safe-passage for thousands of vessels 

entering or leaving Port Phillip through The Rip, the notoriously narrow and often 
very turbulent entrance to the Bay - left - Jeanette Woolerton

VILLA Carlotta Travel is gearing up for their annual wild ower 
holiday season and they can’t wait to take people there.  Wheth-
er they want to head north, south or east, Villa has the wild ower 
tour to suit. Travelling in their luxury coach and with on-board 

wild ower experts, guests will enjoy a wonderful holiday  lled 
with spectacular scenery.   

Villa has six great wild ower tours to choose from ranging 
from four to seven days in length.  

These include: Cervantes Wild owers and the Famous Pin-
nacles Desert departing in September, Geraldton and Midland 
Wild ower Extravaganza with departures in September and Oc-
tober.  

Or why not head to Hyden and the Wheatbelt Wild ower Trail 

or head further south on the Southern Wheatbelt Wild owers 
Wonders holidays departing in October.   

Kalbarri is beautiful this time of year and Villa has departures 
in August and September. Lastly Villa’s West Coast Wild ower 
Explorer departs in August.  

So now there really is no excuse not to head off  on a wonder-
ful wild ower adventure with Villa in 2016.  

FreeCall 1800 066 272 or email holidays@villa.com.au to book 
your next wild ower holiday.

WA wild owers are 
nearly here

Book now at the Western Australian Visitor Centre 
Visit us at 55 William Street Perth
Call us on 1800 812 808 or email us at travel@westernaustralia.com

INCLUDES: 

•  3 NIGHTS IN GOLD SERVICE TWIN CABIN FROM PERTH TO SYDNEY OR VV

•  OFF TRAIN EXCURSION IN KALGOORLIE (EASTBOUND) AND

 BAROSSA VALLEY, ADELAIDE OR BROKEN HILL (WESTBOUND)

•  2 OUTBACK EXPERIENCES ALONG THE NULLARBOR 

• ALL MEALS AND BEVERAGES ONBOARD

P E R T H  T O  S Y D N E Y  O R  V V

$2299PP

GOLD SERVICE TWIN SHARE
(SAVING OF $600 PP OR 
$1200 PER COUPLE)

BOOK NOW &
SAVE UP TO

 $ 1420
PER COUPLE

GO FURTHER, JOURNEY BEYOND.

INCLUDES: 

•   3 NIGHTS IN GOLD SERVICE TWIN CABIN FROM DARWIN TO ADELAIDE

•  OFF TRAIN EXCURSION IN KATHERINE

•   FULL DAY OFF TRAIN EXCURSIONS IN ALICE SPRINGS AND COOBER PEDY

•  ALL MEALS AND BEVERAGES ONBOARD

D A R W I N  T O  A D E L A I D E

$2789PP

GOLD SERVICE TWIN SHARE
(SAVING OF $710 PP OR 
$1420 PER COUPLE)

*Save up to $1420 per couple based on the High Season Advance Purchase Adult Fare on The Ghan Expedition from Darwin to Adelaide. Fares based on Gold Service, High Season Advance Purchase per person twin share, with single pricing available on request.  
For new bookings from 04 July 2016 for travel from 01 April 2017-31 March 2018. Advance Purchase fares are available in Gold Service and are subject to availability at time of booking and may not be available on the date first requested. In order to receive the  
Advance Purchase fare, bookings must be made a minimum of 6 months prior to departure. Full payment required within 14 days of booking. Amendment to travel dates allowed greater than 45 days prior to departure to another Advance Purchase fare more than  
6 months before departure and subject to yield availability. If no yield availability or the amendment is less than 45 days prior to departure then guests to pay the difference between Advance Purchase and applicable fare. 100% cancellation fees apply 14 days after 
booking date and the fare is non-transferable. Credit card fees may apply. Not available with any other offer. Timetables and Off Train Excursions are subject to change without notice. For general terms and conditions of carriage please visit www.greatsouthernrail.com.au. 
ATAS No. A10679.                                                                                                      04870CDGM  0816

2017/18 NOW OPEN.

EXPEDITION

Limited season May 2017 to October 2017
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by Michael Osborne

WHAT makes travellers want to re-
turn to a destination that they have 
visited several times before? Here I 
am, back in Samoa for another visit 
and I am excited about it.

But I am not the only one, for more 
than 3,000 years people have been 
coming to the magic islands of Sa-
moa.

Being a Polynesian society, friend-
ship, love and harmony are part of 
the mainstay of life, add some very 
spectacular Paci c Island scenery 
and easy access from Australia it all 
adds up to an ideal destination for 
travellers who like to relax and enjoy 
life.

The natural beauty of the 10 islands 
allows one to pick and choose be-
tween slow and rewarding in modern 
resorts and hotels to a beachcomber 
style life on a sensational beach.

The two main islands of Upolu and 
Savaii are the most popular, with the 
capital of Apia on Upolu. Here you 
 nd the wonderful colonial architec-
ture that has survived the test of time 
and weather. 

The main shopping precinct and 
markets provide both local and visi-
tor with highly colourful and aromatic 
adventures.

Because of an ancient volcanic 
history the scenery is spectacular, 
from rugged wave washed coast-
lines, crystal lagoons with fringing 
reefs and white sand beaches. The 
littoral tropical forests rise into the 
skyline off ering jagged peaks to the 
heavens. Many waterfalls cascade 
down these mountains, off ering 
more wonderful food for our eyes 
and cameras.

Don’t miss a visit to Sua Trench, 
a giant natural swimming hole – it is 
the most magical swimming pool in 

the world where a series of canals 
to the ocean ensure this water hole 
never dries out.

Tusitala – Robert Louis Stevenson 
– spent his last years living in Vailima 
on his estate in Apia, revered by the 
locals as Tusitala, the teller of tales. 
His home has been restored and 
turned into a museum. To not visit 
would be a crime.

Seabreeze Resort is one of our ac-
commodation favourites. It has been 
recognised as the number one hotel 
in Upolo and was ranked 11 out of 
25 for the top 25 small hotels in the 
South Paci c in the 2016 TripAdvi-
sor Travellers’ Choice™ awards for 
hotels.

“To be recognised as the number 
one hotel in Upolo, Samoa is what 
the team at Seabreeze have been 
working so hard to achieve. 

“We are incredibly proud that our 
guests have rated and reviewed the 

resort and our service so highly and 
we are honoured to be the only Sa-
moan resort featured in the top 25 
small hotels in the South Paci c,” 
says owner of Seabreeze Resort, 
Wendy Booth.

Seabreeze Resort is the ultimate in 
boutique luxury, gently nestled into 
a private secluded bay on Samoa’s 
famous south east coast of Upolu.  

The resort provides the ideal ro-
mantic getaway for honeymooners 
and couples or those seeking luxury 
and intimacy.

Featuring 12 air-conditioned villas 
including the ultimate Honeymoon 
Point House, all have ocean, lagoon 
or reef views and are designed to 
provide guests with a sense of relax-
ation and tranquillity.

They have a recipe for relaxation: 
“when hungry you eat, when thirsty 
you drink, when tired you sleep and 
be pampered at every opportunity.”  

Aggie Grey’s is dedicated to the 
famous hotelier Aggie Grey who be-
came world famous and a legend 
of the South Paci c. Often quoted 
as Samoa’s most famous address 
since 1933 – it is worth the visit to 
look at all the historic photos.

Sinalae Reef Resort and Spa was 
my second stay and within about 
15 minutes, the feeling of bliss and 
relaxation was overtaking me. How 
would I be if I stayed a week or so?

If you needed another reason, chil-
dren under 12 are not allowed.

Savaii island is a short voyage 
away. It opens the door to more of 
Paci c paradise. Slightly more laid 
back than Upolu, and with many 
sensational beach and lagoon side 
resorts and restaurants.

The Taga Blow Holes, the old vol-
canic  ow has gaps where the full 
force of the Paci c Ocean waves 
punch into the coast and send col-
umns of spray many metres into the 
air which is very spectacular and 
drenching if the wind turns.

Other points of interest to visit are 
swimming with the turtles, the Sale-
aula Lava Fields and the Sapapalli 
Church.

The quality of the restaurants has 
dramatically improved, with an or-
ganised program to utilise local fresh 
produce.

Space does not allow me to tell 
you all, so go to: www.samoa.travel 
or see your licensed travel agent.

The author was a guest of the Sa-
moa Tourism Authority.

Talofa lava - welcome to Samoa – a tropical escape in the South Paci c

From left to right; Welcome leis - Seabreeze Resort - Fale’s over water

Rail & Sail Collection

1300 789 567
FREE LOCAL PARKING
299 Vincent St, Leederville, WA 6007

haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

seniorsplanet.com.au
Prices are correct as at 3 August 2016. Prices are per person 
based on twin share and are subject to availability. Discounts for 
travellers over 55 are not available with any other off er. Where 
onboard credit amounts are mentioned, these values may not be 
applicable for all cabin categories. Cabin based on inside cabin 
unless stated otherwise.  Conditions apply. Licence 9TA 1193.

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm
OPEN TO CALL: 
Sat 9am-3pm, Sun 10am-3pm

 
from

 $4679

RADIANCE OF THE SEAS &
INDIAN PACIFIC

 23 October 2016 – 25 days

PORTS: Sydney, Brisbane, Yorkeys Knob, Darwin, 
Benoa/Bali, Port Hedland, Geraldton, Fremantle
INCLUSIONS:
• 3 nights on the Indian Pacifi c from Perth to Sydney 
• 5 nights in a 4 star Sydney hotel
• 16 nights on board Radiance of the Seas
• Meals, entertainment & taxes whilst cruising
INDIAN PACIFIC JOURNEY INCLUDES
• A comfortable sleeper twin cabin featuring    
  private en suite and upper and lower berths    
  that convert to a three-seater lounge by day
• All meals in the Queen Adelaide Restaurant
• All-inclusive Australian wines, beers, base spirits         
  and non-alcoholic beverages
• All-inclusive off  train excursions  in in Kalgoorlie,  
  Adelaide and Broken Hill
• An outback stop in Cook

 
from

 $4459

SUN PRINCESS &
INDIAN PACIFIC

 13 November 2016 – 21 days

PORTS: Sydney, Brisbane, Yorkeys Knob, Alotau, 
Darwin, Broome, Geraldton, Fremantle
INCLUSIONS:
• 3 nights on the Indian Pacifi c from Perth to Sydney 
• 17 nights on board Sun Princess
• BONUS Up to $285 onboard credit per cabin
• Meals, entertainment & taxes whilst cruising
INDIAN PACIFIC JOURNEY INCLUDES
• A comfortable sleeper twin cabin featuring    
  private en suite and upper and lower berths    
  that convert to a three-seater lounge by day
• All meals in the Queen Adelaide Restaurant
• All-inclusive Australian wines, beers, base spirits         
  and non-alcoholic beverages
• All-inclusive off  train excursions in in Kalgoorlie,  
  Adelaide and Broken Hill
• An outback stop in Cook

 
from

 $4729

PORTS: Sydney, Brisbane, Cairns, Darwin, Bali, 
Port Hedland, Geraldton, Fremantle
INCLUSIONS:
• 3 nights on the Indian Pacifi c from Perth to Sydney
• 1 night at a 4 Star Sydney Hotel
• 16 nights on board Radiance of the Seas
• Meals, entertainment & taxes whilst cruising
INDIAN PACIFIC JOURNEY INCLUDES
• A comfortable sleeper twin cabin featuring
  private en-suite and upper and lower berths
  that convert to a three-seater lounge by day
• All meals in the Queen Adelaide Restaurant
• All-inclusive Australian wines, beers, base spirits
  and non-alcoholic beverages
• All-inclusive off  train excursions in in Kalgoorlie,
  Adelaide and Broken Hill
• An outback stop in Cook

INDIAN PACIFIC & TOP END
SYDNEY TO FREMANTLE CRUISE

5 February 2017 – 21 Days

Over 55?
SAVE $200
per couple
on these

tours!
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Visit http://www.seniorsplanet.com.au/holidays/escorted-and-independent-tours/ for a full day by day itinerary.

1300 789 567
FREE LOCAL PARKING
299 Vincent St, Leederville, WA 6007

haveago@holidayplanet.com.auseniorsplanet.com.au

Prices Correct as at 02 August. All prices are per person based on twin share. The escorted tour arrangements have been made on the basis of a minimum number of passengers travelling. In the 
event that less than the required number of passengers have confi rmed their booking 60 days from the date of departure, Seniors Planet reserves the right to cancel the tour, giving a full refund 
of monies paid, or off er arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modifi ed fare. Prices subject to change. Payment by credit/debit card will incur a fee. Conditions apply. Licence 9TA 1193.

OPEN: Monday-Friday 8am-6pm
OPEN TO CALL: Saturday 9am-3pm, Sunday 10am-3pm

Tour Highlights/Inclusions:
• Return Airfares from Perth to Vancouver
• 1 night at a 4 star Vancouver hotel
• 13 Day Canadian Rockies Tour
• Sightseeing, local guides, deluxe air-
  conditioned coach
• 7 nights on board Island Princess
• Meals, entertainment and port taxes are 
  included whilst cruising
• 1 night at a 4 star Vancouver hotel with a 
  farewell drink
• Airfares from Vancouver to Australia
• All transfers
• Holiday Planet Tour Escort
• Holiday Planet ticket wallet & luggage tag

Tour Highlights/Inclusions:
• Return airfares from Australia to Singapore
• All transfers included in Singapore 
• 6 nights’ accommodation at the Grand 
  Park Orchard Hotel with daily breakfast
• Sunday Vintage Champagne Brunch at the 
  Ritz Carlton hotel.
• Singapore Gardens by the Bay tour
• Morning at Singapore Zoo including 
  breakfast with the orangutan’s
• Singapore by Night tour including dinner, 
  fi nishing at the Raffl  es for a Singapore Sling
• Holiday Planet Tour Escort
• Local Guides when Sightseeing
• Exclusive Holiday Planet Ticket Wallet
• Exclusive Holiday Planet Luggage Strap

Tour Highlights/Inclusions:
• Airfares from Australia to Tokyo and 
  Osaka to Australia
• 3 nights at a Superb 4 Star Central Tokyo Hotel
• Half Day City Tour of Tokyo
• Mt Fuji-Hakone Full Day Tour including Lunch
• 7 night cruise on board The Diamond 
  Princess from Tokyo to Kobe (Osaka)
• All Meals, Entertainment & Port Taxes on 
  board
• 3 nights at a Superb 4 Star Central Osaka Hotel
• Kyoto & Nara Full Day Tour Including lunch
• Transfers Throughout Tour
• Holiday Planet Tour Escort
• Exclusive Holiday Planet ticket wallet & 
  luggage strap

SINGAPORE
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
26th November 2016-6 Days

CANADA & ALASKA
30 August 2017-24 Days

JAPAN DISCOVERY
2nd May 2017-15 Days

Adult from

$6899

Adult from

$2599

Adult from

$5749
Over 55’s from

$6699

Over 55’s from

$2499

Over 55’s from

$5649

Please call us on 1300 789 567 for a day by day itinerary and a full list of inclusions

Escorted Tour
Programme 2016/17

The Holidayplanet Group, which includes Seniors Planet, has been looking after 
West Australian travellers for over 15 years and is Western Australia’s largest 
single travel business.
We specialise in all forms of cruising in and around 
Australia, North & South Asia, Canada & Alaska, 
Europe, North & South America and Africa, together 
with individual and group touring programmes to 
Britain, Europe, North & South America, Africa and Asia. 
In 2015 The Holidayplanet Group launched a small 
and exclusive series of Escorted Tours that have now 
been extended for the 2016/17 season to incorporate 
over 15 Exclusive Departures. Each departure is fully 
escorted from Perth. Our series of Escorted Tours are 
fantastic for couples and solo travellers alike, wanting 

to experience these destinations to create ever lasting 
memories. Travel care-free on our exclusive Escorted 
tours and visit world famous sights and cities in style. 
Sit back, relax and visit your chosen destination while 
your tour escort takes care of everything for you. The 
Holidayplanet Group organise all of the travel details 
including transportation, accommodation, sights to 
visit and various meals, while you can spend your time 
enjoying the sights, the culture and all the luxuries.

Forget the hassle and 
stress of organising
accommodation and 
transport: let the 
professionals do the 
planning for you.

Travel as part of a group, 
stay in excellent hand-
picked hotels and enjoy 
all the best sites at these 
amazing destinations

Our escorted tours 
normally include fl ights, 
hotels, transportation, 
transfers throughout, 
selected meals and a wide 
range of sightseeing.

A HolidayPlanet Tour 
Escort will meet Perth 
passengers at Perth 
airport and fl y with you 
to your destination.

Your Tour Escort will be 
available during your 
holiday for all your 
questions and to off er 
any assistance required.

For local knowledge your 
host may team up with 
local guides in your 
destination for the more 
specifi c parts of your stay, 
ensuring you are always in 
the most knowledgeable 
hands

TOUR
INCLUSIONS
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THE DEPARTMENT of Foreign Aff airs 
puts it bluntly, “If you can’t aff ord travel 
insurance you can’t aff ord to travel.”

They back this up with horror stories 
of people who had an accident over-
seas and were not covered by insur-
ance. Moreover some countries will not 
let you in without travel insurance.

A wide range of policies is available 
in Australia at a considerable range of 
prices and a confusing array of limita-
tions and exclusions.

Australian Consumer’s organisation 
Choice recently reviewed 35 travel in-
surers and found signi cant diff erences 
between the policies, particularly when 
it comes to cover for people aged over 
65 years.

Choice also found some policies 
won’t pay claims for travellers who fail 
to follow travel warnings or following 
the  nancial collapse of an airline or 
tour provider. 

They recommended Apia and South-
ern Cross Travel Insurance for older 
travellers.

Choice advises older travellers to be 
extra vigilant when choosing travel in-
surance as they often face many exclu-
sions around pre-existing medical con-
ditions, conditional age and activities.

The wide range of policies on off er 
means you can shop around. You can 
do this on line for example at www.
comparetravelinsurance.com.au/travel/
quote. Compare quotes and policies 
and haggle for a better price.

Policies bought from travel agents 
tend to be expensive as the agent re-
ceives a large commission on the sale. 

You may qualify for free travel insur-
ance if you acquired a particular credit 
card, pay all or a speci ed amount of 
your travel costs using the particular 

credit card or use award points earned 
on your credit card to pay for your travel 
costs. 

However, with this type of insurance 
it’s the bank or credit provider that is 
treated as the insured under the policy 
– and not you - because they have ar-
ranged the cover with the travel insurer. 
Get a copy of the wording, read and un-
derstand the cover and make sure that 
it meets your needs before you book 
your travel.

“Choosing the wrong policy can al-
most be as bad as none at all – so you 
need to know what you are buying,” 
says Choice spokesperson Ingrid Just. 

While 90 per cent of claims are paid 
in full, when there is a dispute only 30 
per cent of those that reach the Finan-
cial Ombudsman Service (FOS) deci-
sions stage are resolved in favour of the 
applicant.

Each policy has a Product Disclo-
sure Statement (PDS) that you have to 
acknowledge you’ve read and under-
stood. This can be lengthy, but spend-
ing a little time getting to know the pol-
icy you’re considering can be crucial. 

Read ‘general exclusions’ and ‘policy 
cover’ and ‘pre-existing conditions’ 
sections carefully, especially if you have 
particular medical needs and check the 
‘word de nition’ table as it may contain 
some tricks of the policy, for example a 
de nition of the term ‘relative’.

The Financial Ombudsman Service 
says insurance companies have an ob-
ligation to express potentially devastat-
ing policy terms in language their cus-
tomers can understand and appreciate. 

Make sure you read and fully under-
stand the policy details so that you are 
sure what is covered and what is not 
before taking out insurance cover. 

But whatever you do don’t leave 
Australia without travel insurance.

Travel Insurance without tears

Unlimited overseas
medical expenses

All medical 
conditions considered

Cover up to 100 
years of age

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company, Limited, ABN 49 000 525 637, issues InsureandGo Travel Insurance 
(the insurance). Please read the combined product disclosure statement and financial services guide 
available at www.insureandgo.com.au/policy-wordings.html to decide if the insurance is right for you.

Get a quote

insureandgo.com.auP:1300 550 396

Promo code: haveaGo10
10% off travel insurance!
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Limits, exclusions and conditions apply. This is general advice only. We do not provide any advice based on any consideration of your objectives, financial situation or needs. Please refer to the Combined Financial Services Guide and Product Disclosure Statement available 
from RAC before making a decision about this insurance. This insurance is issued by Tokio Marine & Nichido Fire Insurance Co., Ltd (Tokio Marine & Nichido) ABN 80 000 438 291, AFSL 246548. R.A.C. Travel Services Pty. Limited (ABN 17 009 164 176, AR NO. 228577) is an 
authorised representative of Tokio Marine & Nichido. Its managing agent, Tokio Marine Management (Australasia) Pty. Ltd. ABN 69 004 488 455 (TMMA) is authorised to act on behalf of Tokio Marine & Nichido to issue its policies and handle and settle claims in relation 
to those policies, subject to the terms of the authority. ^Conditions are automatically covered providing certain criteria is met. #Medical cover will not exceed a maximum of 12 months from the time you first received treatment for the injury or illness. Members save 15% 
off the standard rate.

Albany  »  Applecross  »  Bunbury  »  Carousel  »  Geraldton  »  Joondalup  »  Kalgoorlie  »  Mandurah  »  Midland  »  Morley  »  West Perth

Call 1300 655 179 or go to rac.com.au/travelinsurance

RAC members  
save 15% on  
travel insurance
Better protection for you and your loved ones

Cover for pre-existing medical conditions: We automatically cover  
38 pre-existing medical conditions^ and will quote for all other conditions.

»  24/7 emergency assistance
»  $unlimited overseas medical & emergency expenses#

»  Simple and easy claims process

New and 
improved 

cover

R
15

17
7-

12
H

AG
N

#140/293

WHETHER you’re travel-
ling internationally, domes-
tically, or setting off  on a 
cruise, choose a policy to 
give peace of mind when 
travelling.

With no up-front medical 
certi cates required, and 
the ability to book up to a 
year in advance, getting 
insurance has never been 
so easy.

Why choose Insurean-
dGo?
• Fast online or over-the-
phone assessment of 
medical conditions
• Coverage up to the age 
of 100
• Unlimited overseas medi-
cal cover
• 24-hour emergency as-
sistance
• baggage cover up to 
$8,000

Call them today on 1300 
550 396 or visit www.in 
sureandgo.com.au

Make sure you mention 
the promo code ‘havea-
Go10’ to get your exclu-
sive 10% discount!

Mitsui Sumitomo Insur-
ance Company, Limited, 
ABN 49 000 525 637, is-
sues InsureandGo Travel 
Insurance (the insurance). 
Please read the combined 
product disclosure state-
ment and  nancial servic-
es guide available at www.
insureandgo.com.au/
policy-wordings.html to 
decide if the insurance is 
right for you.

Save 10% 
off  your next 

insurance 
policy

RAC are excited to announce that their 
travel insurance off ering is now better 
than ever. The enhanced product now 
covers more pre-existing conditions with 
competitive pricing and new policies to 
choose from.

The international policy off erings in-
clude the comprehensive policy which 
off ers the highest level of cover or an 
essentials package which is a low cost 
policy still with great coverage.

They also off er an annual multi-policy 
trip for those who travel more than once 
a year.

Domestic, medical only and car rental 
excess policies are available too.

RAC members enjoy a 15 per cent 

saving on insurance as well as 24/7 over-
seas emergency assistance and unlim-
ited medical cover for overseas hospital 
and medical expenses.

Children and grandchildren are also 
covered for free up to the age of 25 years 
and not working fulltime.

Policies also cover cancellation and 
lost deposits cover, emergency expens-
es and automatic cover for 38 pre-exist-
ing conditions.

The claim process is simple and easy 
and they off er a 21 day cooling off  pe-
riod.

Find out more about RAC travel in-
surance by calling 1300 655 179 or visit 
www.rac.com.au/travelinsurance

RAC travel insurance policies 
now are even better…



Grand Tasmania Experience
Discover yourself a world away on this extraordinary and comprehensive tour of the Apple Isle, 
with only the best of attractions included. You will experience it all, from the cultural delights of 
Hobart, to the colonial history of the south to the breathtaking scenery of the north and west.  

Highlights  Western Wilderness Railway  Tarkine Wilderness River Cruise  Cradle Mountain Wilderness Region 
Port Arthur  Tasman Peninsula  Salamanca Markets  Launceston and the Tamar Valley  

14 Days  Friday 14 to Thursday 27 October 2016  Price $5480 pptw  Single Option $975

Taste of Tasmania
Staying 8 nights in Hobart you will enjoy the cultural delights of Hobart, the colonial 

history of Richmond and Old Hobart Town, visit Australia’s premier convict site, Port 
Arthur, tour Bruny Island and enjoy all the delights of Tasmania’s south! 
Highlights  Salamanca Markets  Mawson’s Hut Replica Tour  Richmond and Old Hobart Town 
Huon Valley Apple Heritage  Tahune Airwalk  Tasman Peninsula  Port Arthur Historical Site  
Derwent River and Harbour Cruise  Bruny Island Touring and Produce  Free Day in Hobart

9 Days  Thursday 17 to Friday 25 November 2016
Price $4195 pptw  Single Option $555 

King and Flinders Island Adventure
This 8 day small group holiday features King and Flinders Islands, both renowned for their incredible 
scenery, fantastic produce and rugged coastlines. See pristine wilderness, shipwrecks, lighthouses and 

lagoons filled with birdlife. Do not forget your camera on this small group adventure. 
Exclusive Small Group Departure 

Highlights  King Island Scenic Touring, Shipwrecks and Lighthouse  King Island Kelp Factory and Craft  King Island Dairy 
Flinders Island  Scenic Touring and Historic Sights  Flinders Island Wildlife and Walks

8 Days  Friday 25 November to Friday 2 December 2016
Price $5520 pptw  Single Option $415

Tasmanian Ultimate Wilderness Explorer
Now is the time to get off the beaten track to see some of Tasmania’s most eye-popping scenery, 
from the Freycinet and Tasman Peninsulas to the absolutely spectacular Cradle Mountain region.

Exclusive Small Group Departure
Highlights  Maria Island Walks, History, Nature  Freycinet Peninsula Cruise  Corinna Wilderness Experience 

Pieman River Cruise, Tarkine Wilderness  Tarraleah Village and History Guided Walk  Tasman Peninsula Cruise 
Salamanca Markets  Port Arthur  Cradle Mountain 

14 Days  Saturday 5 to Friday 18 November 2016
Price $6490 pptw  Single Option $1365 

Australian Open Tennis, Australia Day and Cirque du Soleil  5 Days  Wed 25 to Sun 29 January 2017  Price $3360 pptw  Single Option $520
Highlights  Premium Reserved Seating Rod Laver Arena  Shrine of Remembrance Australia Day 21 Gun Salute  Royal Botanical Gardens Explorer Tour  Cirque du Soleil Premium Seats  Free Day in Melbourne

Panama Canal Adventure Cruise Featuring Mexico, Bahamas and Central America  21 Days  Wed 25 January to Tue 14 February 2017  Price From $10995 pptw  Single Options From $2355
Highlights  1 Night Sydney  2 Nights San Diego, USA  15 Night Holland America Cruise  7 Ports of Call  6 Days at Sea  7 Countries – Mexico, Guatemala, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Colombia, Panama and The Bahamas

Hawaiian Islands Cruising  21 Days  Sun 19 February to Sat 11 March 2017  Prices From $7870 pptw  Single Option on Application
Highlights  1 Night Sydney  2 Nights Los Angeles  Los Angeles City Tour  15 Night Star Princess Cruise  Hilo, Honolulu, Kauai and Maui, Hawaii  Ensenada, Mexico

Majestic Norwegian Coastal Voyage and Fjords  19 Days  Thurs 6 to Mon 24 July 2017  Prices From $10444 pptw  Single Option From $2660
Highlights  2 Nights Amsterdam  Amsterdam City Tour and Canal Cruise  14 Nights ms Koningsdam  8 Ports of Call  5 Days at Sea  North Cape  Stavanger  Alesund  Geiranger  Bergen  Flam  plus more 

Just for Singles Colours of Mauritius  8 Days  Sun 7 to Sun 14 May 2017  Guaranteed Single Room $5190  Share a Room and Save $495
Highlights  Coloured Earths of Chamarel  Pamplemousses Royal Botanical Garden  Sugar and Tea Estates  Waterfalls and Volcanic Craters  Mauritian Traditions and Feasts  Nature Parks and Wildlife  plus more

New Zealand Rail, Cruise and Coach Holiday  20 Days  Sun 2 to Fri 21 April 2017  Price $6975 pptw  Single Option $1580
Highlights  City Sights Tour of Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch and Dunedin  Hole in the Rock Cruise  Rotorua  Interislander Ferry  Coastal Pacific Rail Journey  TranzAlpine Rail Journey  plus more

Enchanting Japan Featuring the Famous Cherry Blossom Season  13 Days  Sun 2 to Fri 14 April 2017  Price $13075 pptw  Single Option $3075
Highlights  Tokyo City Tour and Markets  Lake Ashi Cruise  Mt Fuji Day Trip  High Speed Bullet Train Hakone to Kyoto  Nara Day Trip  Hiroshima Day Trip  Free Day Kyoto  Cherry Blossom Season

Discovery Scotland’s Wild Highlands and Islands  16 Days  Sat 3 to Sun 18 June 2017  Price $11565 pptw  Single Option $1125
Highlights  London Guided Tour  Visit St Pauls Cathedral and Tower of London  Train Journey London to Edinburgh  Edinburgh Guided Walking Tour  Fairytale Castles: Cawdor, Dart Castle  Inverness, Culloden, Loch Ness  Isle of Skye and Mull

Discovery Borneo-Sabah Rainforests and Wildlife Experience  12 Days  Sun 4 to Thu 15 June 2017  Price $5850 pptw  Single Option $1205
Highlights  Spectacular Wildlife Viewing Including Endangered Orang Utans  North Borneo Railway  Sandakan  Mount Kinabalu  Award Winning Rainforest Eco-Lodge (2 Nights)  plus more

Discovery Kimberley Cruising Broome to Darwin  15 Days  Fri 4 to Fri 18 August 2017  From $12135 pptw  Single Option On Application
Highlights  Broome Walking Tour  Buccaneer Archipelago  Tender and Shore Adventures  Swimming and Fishing  Kimberley Sunsets  Prince Regent River  King’s Cascade Falls  Mitchell River

Kelly Country and the Man from Snowy River Featuring Australia’s Great Legends and Bushrangers  10 Days  Fri 24 March to Sun 2 April 2017  Price $4355 pptw  Single Option $795  
Highlights  Old Melbourne Gaol  Benalla Museum and Gallery  Glenrowan Guided Town Tour  Kelly Homestead and Blacksmith Shed  Bright, Wangaratta and Corryong  Ettamogah Pub  The Man from Snowy River Bush Festival

Discovery Heart of Outback Queensland Longreach and the Carnarvon Gorge  9 Days  Thurs 4 to Fri 12 May 2017  From $4955 pptw  Single Option From $360
Highlights  Longreach  Qantas Founders Museum  Illfracombe  Stockman’s Hall of Fame  Winton  Carnarvon Gorge Wilderness Lodge  Spirit of the Outback Rail Journey

Just For Singles Norfolk Island Passport No Longer Required  9 Days  Thurs 16 to Fri 24 February 2017  Guaranteed Single Room $4840  Share a Room and Save $570
Highlights  Island Tours: Culture, History and Industries  Historic Settlements, Sights and Ruins  Guided Walking Tours  Scenic Feasts  Local Produce Tastings  Theatre and Entertainment

AMAZING VILLA HOLIDAYS FOR 2017

VILLA’S FREE MONTHLY TRAVEL PRESENTATIONS
Villa is delighted to continue our monthly free travel information session in Perth at the State Library of Western Australia 

Tue 16 Aug 2016 - Wed 7 Sep 2016 - Thu 6 Oct 2016 - Bookings Essential - Phone for Details

 1800 066 272   travel@villa.com.au   villa.com.au    find us on facebook
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All Villa Carlotta Travel holidays are fully escorted, depart from Perth and include courtesy home collection (Perth and Mandurah metro only)*, airfares, taxes, insurance*, gratuities* and most meals. *Terms and conditions apply.

40  
SEATS 
ONLY!

9.30am to 12.30pm

EXCLUSIVE SOLO TRAVELLER DEPARTURE  14 Days  3 to 16 Mar 2017  FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary

Take a Journey of Discovery Through Spectacular Tasmania 

Door to Door Service All Holidays Depart from Perth
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Paci c Dawn – Brisbane – re t
THE 2000 passenger Brisbane-based Paci c 
Dawn is to receive a multi-million dollar re t, 
which will include a new state-of-the-art water-
park.

P&O Cruises says the refurbishment, which is 
to also include the development of an interac-
tive kids-only play area, is scheduled for Febru-
ary 2017.

The superliner will also emerge from its re-
vamp with The Pantry, an international market 
place of fresh food outlets which will replace 
the traditional ship buff et. In addition, Paci c 
Dawn’s Pantry will include a new Mediterra-
nean-inspired off ering called Nic and Toni’s. 
Also on off er will be the extremely popular pool-
side grill, off ering casual dining options.

The re t comes as P&O prepares for its big-
gest year of Queensland cruising, with two 
ships sailing from Brisbane year round. Be-
tween them, Paci c Dawn and Paci c Aria will 
off er 108 cruises to holidaymakers in 2017 – up 
from 98 cruises this year.

Passengers will be able to enjoy Paci c 
Dawn’s new features from March 2017.  Cruises 

include a seven-night South Paci c itinerary de-
parting Brisbane on 13 May, 2017, priced from 
$849 per person quad share.

For more information visit www.pocruises.
com.au, call 13 24 94 or see a licensed travel 
agent.

APT – Antarctica – free  ights
APT is solving the problem of the added ex-

pense of  ights when taking a cruise to Antarc-
tica. It is throwing the airfare in with the cruise 
costs.

For a limited time, when you book to sail on 
one of its luxury cruises around Antarctica, your 
returns  ights are free, including up to $200 of 
your air taxes.

This deal is available on four trips: 13-day 
Classic Antarctica; 15-day Classic Antarctica 
with Buenos Aires; 22-day Flavours of South 
America; and 29-day Best of South America.

The 200-passenger Le Boreal is a private ex-
pedition cruise ship that off ers amazing luxury, 
with 139 crew members to make your journey 
as comfortable as they can.

The ship boasts two restaurants, a theatre, 
library, gym, theatre, hairdresser and medical 
centre. 

This off er is strictly limited and is available un-

til sold out. The off er is subject to availability and 
terms and conditions apply.

Visit www.aptouring.com.au/specialdeals or 
see your travel agent for costs and departure 
dates.

Emerald Princess – new ship to Sydney
The 3082 guest Emerald Princess, which will 

sail into Sydney Harbour on 15 November, is the 
biggest Princess Cruises’ ship to be based in 
Australia this summer.

West Aussies will get a look at the superlin-
er on 8 November when she visits Fremantle, 
before heading to Busselton (9 Nov) and Mel-
bourne (13 Nov).

She will arrive in Sydney two days later to be-
gin her inaugural  ve month season of cruises 
from Sydney, off ering 13 round-trip itineraries 
in the South Paci c, New Zealand and around 
Australia.

Emerald Princess features more than 1500 
guest rooms – including nearly 900 balcony 
staterooms. Also on board are eight showrooms 
and lounges, two nightclubs and four swimming 
pools, as well as signature Princess off erings 
such as the child free sanctuary, poolside mov-
ies under the stars and the luxurious Lotus Spa. 

Fares start from $1199 per person twin share 
for an 11-night South Paci c cruise departing 
Sydney on January 21, 2017 and visiting  ve 
ports in New Caledonia and Vanuatu.

For more information visit www.princess.
com, call 13 24 88 or see a licensed travel agent.

Astor – family cruise – from Perth
If you’re looking for a family-friendly holiday 

option from Perth, this Christmas holidays, look 
no further.

Cruise and Maritime Voyages is helping to 
make a family getaway during the next lot of 
summer school holidays a whole lot more af-
fordable.

Cruise from Perth on board the premium 
cruise ship Astor, for six nights, departing on 7 
January, 2017, for an amazing prize – plus visit 
some of WA’s most popular coastal ports.

And by cruising from WA, there are no in-
ternational  ights to pay for (no  ights at all for 
those who live in Perth, or close by), plus no 
passports or visas are required.

Here’s what’s on off er – Southern Explorer – 
7–13 Jan, 2017 (6 Nights)

Depart from Fremantle and visit Esperance, 
Albany and Margaret River (via Bunbury) before 
returning to Fremantle.

Family deal 1 - Two interior cabins - from 
$2999 for mum, dad, two children, grandma 
and grandpa.

Family deal 2 – Two oceanview cabins, from 
$3569 for mum, dad, two children, grandma 
and grandpa.

Astor is returning to Perth this summer for her 
fourth season and is again off ering 16 return-
trip itineraries from Fremantle.

Visit www.cmvaustralia.com or ask your trav-
el agent.

Norwegian Jewel – Australia 
– inaugural season

The 15 itineraries being off ered by Norwegian 
Jewel on her inaugural Australian season can 
now be booked.

Prices have been released for the October 
2017 – March 2018 season, which will start with a 
39-night combination cruise departing from Van-
couver in Canada on 3 October, 2017, arriving 
into Sydney on 12 November, 2017. Guests will 
visit Hawaii on the way.

The season includes seven round-trips from 
Sydney taking in southeast Australia, Tasmania 
and New Zealand, and concludes with a 40-day 
combination cruise sailing Sydney to Yokohama 
– Gateway to Tokyo, arriving during peak cherry 
blossom season.

Norwegian Jewel off ers a wide range of ac-
commodation ranging from inside and ocean-
view staterooms to family suites and expansive, 
together with 16 dining options ranging from 
Teppanyaki to Brazilian Churrascaria with no set 
dining times or pre-assigned seating – providing 
exceptional  exibility and freedom of choice.

The inaugural  ve day Tasmanian Sampler 
cruise ranges in price from $1147 per person for 
an inside stateroom to $2825 per person for a 
luxurious courtyard penthouse with balcony suite 
in NCL’s exclusive enclave, The Haven.

There are a range of specials being off ered for 
bookings made by 31 August.

Visit www.ncl.com.au or ask your travel agent.

Cruising snippets and deals - see what’s available from the cruise industry

From left to right; Lots to do onboard the Emerald Princess - Emerald Princess in Norway

travel
Terms & Conditions: Prices are per person based on twin share and include return airfares ex Perth with Singapore Airlines ‘N/H’ class, including taxes & fuel surcharges and luggage. *Excluding speciality restaurants. On Sale until 01 Sep 16 or sold out prior. Cabins are sold as Guarantee, cabin numbers to 
be allocated prior to embarkation by RCI. Visa for Vietnam required and charged to guests onboard account. Visa for China required prior to embarkation. All prices are subject to availability and currency fluctuations and can change without notice. Cancellation and change fees will apply. Booking may be 
subject to compulsory credit card fees and service charges from the agent. Other conditions apply. ATAS No A10841.

OVATION     SEASOF
THE

SINGAPORE TO BEIJING CRUISE DEPARTS 14 APR 2017

CRUISES INCLUDE ALL MEALS*, ENTERTAINMENT, PORT CHARGES, TAXES & PREPAID GRATUITIES. ALL HOTELS ARE 4* & INCLUDE BREAKFAST DAILY

CRUISE VISITS: SINGAPORE  |  VIETNAM: HO CHI MINH CITY / HUE 
|  HONG KONG  |  SOUTH KOREA: SEOUL   |   CHINA: TIANJIN  |

INCLUDES:
Return Airfares With Singapore Airlines from Perth

3 Nights in Singapore with breakfast daily

Full day tour of the Great Wall including Lunch
Morning tour to Tiananmin Square & Forbidden City

Inside Cabin Ocean View Cabin Balcony Cabin
from $3,739pp from $4,079pp

from 
pp

A: 28 The Esplanade Perth - Mezzanine Level BGC Centre
T: (08) 9322 2666
W: www.motivetravel.com.au
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THE HOLIDAYPLANET 
Group have been look-
ing after West Australian 
travellers for more than 
15 years growing from 
just a four-person offi  ce 
in West Perth to a busi-
ness that is now based in 
Leederville and employs 
more than 38 people. 

The current business 
specialises in all forms of 
cruising across Australia, 
North and South Asia, 
Canada and Alaska, Eu-
rope, North and South 
America and Africa to-
gether with individual 
and group touring pro-
grams to Britain, Europe, 
North and South Ameri-
ca, Africa and Asia. 

In 2015 the Group 
launched Seniorsplanet.
com.au a new site cater-
ing for holiday and cruise 
holidays for the over 55s 
and at the same time 
launched a small series 
of escorted tours that 
have now been extend-
ed for the 2016/17 sea-
son to incorporate more 
than 15 exclusive depar-
tures. 

Each departure is fully 
escorted from Perth. The 
series of escorted tours 
are fantastic for couples 
and solo travellers alike 
wanting to experience 
these destinations to-
gether and create ever 
lasting memories. Travel 

care-free on the ex-
clusive escorted tours 
and visit world famous 
sights and cities in style. 
sit back, relax and visit 
your chosen destination 
while your tour escort 
takes care of everything. 

The Holidayplanet 
Group organise all of the 
travel details including 
transportation, accom-
modation, sights to visit 
and various meals, while 
you can spend your time 
enjoying the luxuries.

For further informa-
tion see our full page 
advert in this edition 
or go to www.Senior-
splanet.com.au or call          
1300 789 567.

West Australia’s dedicated holiday 
and cruise website for the over 55sby Byron Horne, 

Cruise product buyer, Asia Escape Holidays. 

LONG gone are the days where cruising was purely 
a means of transport getting you from one exciting 
destination to another. On Royal Caribbean Interna-
tional’s Ovation of the Seas, the ship itself becomes 
one of the major attractions on this 18-night  y, 
cruise, stay package. 

From the bright lights of Singapore, to an over-
night stop in Phu My, the gateway to Ho Chi Minh 
City, shopping in Hong Kong followed by the in-
trigue of South Korea, these ports off er something 
for everyone.  After disembarking in Tianjin, the port 
of Beijing, guests will enjoy a three-night stay with a 
full day trip to the Great Wall and a morning tour of 
Tiananmen Square and the Forbidden City. 

The Ovation of the Seas, like her sister the Quan-
tum of the Seas, is a smart ship. No more paper-
work and long lines at check-in and key-cards are 
no more.  An electronic wrist band now acts as your 
key-card and you simply swipe it at all the various 
bars and shops for all your purchases. It’s all elec-
tronic, including an IQ App you can use on your 
smart phone or one of the many iPad’s scattered all 
around the ship.  

Here people won’t  nd the usual, busy, noisy, 
three tier main dining rooms – that is a thing of the 
past. The Ovation boasts four main dining rooms 
which form part of the 10 complimentary dining 
venues – so guests will never get bored of the same 
meal, let alone the same restaurant. There is a var-
ied choice of speciality restaurants should for those 
who wish to try something a little diff erent including 
Jamie’s Italian,

The ship is large, with nearly 4900 guests but RCI 
have not compromised on space. Larger than av-
erage cabins, beautifully furnished, elegant, smart, 
clean lines – perfect. For those on a budget, the 
interior cabins boast a innovation – all have a vir-
tual balcony – an 80-inch screen with live views and 
sounds that those with an ocean view or balcony 
stateroom would enjoy. Your days at seas will be 
well spent with a huge variety of activities on off er

It’s easy to see why she is an extraordinary ship. 
She excites, wows and is sure to make your Asian 
cruise from Singapore to Beijing incredible. You’ll 
wish the cruise was longer to fully experience this 
 oating city with more options than ever seen be-
fore on a ship of her size. 

For more details on this exciting  y, stay and 
cruise package contact Motive Travel on 9322 2666.

Cruising - A time to live life large

Ships That Pass In The Night
Titanic and the past revisited 
by Fran Taylor
Reviewed by Pat Paleeya

FRAN Taylor was born and grew up 
in Scotland near the river Clyde.  She 
would watch all types of ships going 
up and down the river and became 
fascinated with the sea and all things 
maritime.  She has crewed on tall 
ships all over the world and is regular-
ly invited as a guest speaker at many 
venues around Perth.  In April 2012 
she and around 1,500 passengers 
joined MS Balmoral at Southampton 

to undertake a voyage to New York 
commemorating the 100th Anniver-
sary of the sinking of the Titanic. The 
Titanic is still an intriguing subject for 
many people and this book is an en-
tertaining combination of maritime 
history and the authors account of the 
memorial cruise.

Not many people have dived on the 
wreck but a couple of men who had 
done so were on board and shared 
their encounters.  One particularly poi-
gnant story tells of all the shoes on the 
seabed.  One theory is that they may 
have belonged to the  rst class pas-
sengers who used to put their shoes 
out at night for polishing.  

On page 80 the author writes that a 
ship from Halifax called the Mackay-
Bennett was chartered to search the 
wreck site for bodies.  One sailor is re-
ported to have said that: “the bodies 
in their white life jackets looked from a 
distance like a  ock of white seagulls 
resting on the water.”

Knowing how the original voyage 
ended I would have found the whole 
cruise eerie and a little unsettling (read 

ghostly spirits), small wonder that 
so many photographs taken on the 
cruise had unexplained orbs  oating 
in the background. We know, don’t 
we?

Apart from the cruise the author 
touches on her time in New York, 
Scotland and England, writing a mini 
travel log with some interesting snip-
pets of maritime history along the way.

Fran Taylor’s passion for the sea 
shines through in this interesting, in-
formative and well written book.

Ships that pass in the night is avail-
able online at www.booktopia.com.
au and http://www.amazon.com.          
ISBN 978-0-9944752-0-6

WIN WIN WIN
We have a copy to give away.  

To enter please email to win@
haveagonews.com.au, with the Ti-
tanic in the subject line or write to 
TITANIC Competition, Have a Go 
News, PO Box 1042, West Leeder-
ville WA 6901.  Don’t forget to write 
your name, address and telephone 
number on the back of an enve-
lope. 

Ships that pass in the night

RIVER cruising specialist 
Beyond Travel has added 
two new Christmas mar-
ket river cruise itineraries 
to their range for the 2016 
season.

Starting from just $995 
per person the new four-

day Advent on the Rhine 
cruise off ers fantastic 
value for money. The itin-
erary departs Cologne, 
Germany on 26 and 29 
November and 2 De-
cember, with stops at 
Koblenz, Boppard and 

Rudesheim with their 
charming local Christmas 
markets in which to stroll 
around with a warm Glüh-
wein while listening to 
the carols and tempting 
Christmas treats.

Several other Christ-
mas cruises are available 
on the Rhine River in No-
vember and December 
with a six-day cruise from 
Basel, Switzerland to Co-
logne, Germany priced 
from $1,955 per person 
twin share with stops 
in Strasbourg, Speyer, 
Mannheim, Rudesheim 
and Koblenz.

Single travellers are not 
forgotten either with great 
value single supplements 
available from only $95 
on the four-day cruise or 

$195 for the six-day itiner-
ary, for sole use of a twin 
share river-view cabin. 

Cruises include accom-
modation in a river-view 
deluxe cabin, all on-board 
meals, complimentary 
wine with dinner, services 
of a multilingual cruise di-
rector, cultural highlights, 
port charges, arrival and 
departure transfers, and 
comprehensive sight-
seeing focused on the 
charming Christmas mar-
kets held over the winter 
season.

For these and other 
great off ers contact Be-
yond Travel on 1300-
363-554 or visit www.
beyondtravel.com.au/
cruises/2016-christmas-
markets-river-cruise.

Cruise the rivers of Europe this Christmas

Strasbourg, Germany

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS phone 9721 9588 or freecall 1800 177 788
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FULLY 
ESCORTED 

TOUR

Cathie Rice Travel presents  PORTUGAL & THE DOURO RIVER
19 day fully escorted holiday departing 10 August 2017    Pickups from Busselton, Bunbury & Mandurah

Immerse yourself in cobblestone villages, medieval castles, fascinating history and idyllic scenery  
as you experience the depth and breadth of Portugal by road and boutique river cruise ship.
Holiday Inclusions:

 10 day Insight Vacations Tour of Portugal staying in the best locations with breakfast daily
 Authenic Dining & Signature Experiences: Celebration dinners and VIP access to iconic sites
 8 day Uniworld Boutique River Cruise of Portugal’s Douro River onboard the luxurious Queen Isobel
 Cruise includes all meals, unlimited beverages, in-suite Butler Service, and personalised 

    hosted shore excursions
 Return group transfers to Perth International Airport with pickups from Busselton, 

    Bunbury & Mandurah
 Return ights from Perth to Lisbon including air taxes
 From $10,990* pp twin share inc air taxes  *conditions apply

Advent on the Rhine

info@beyondtravel.com.au
1300 363 554

www.beyondtravel.com.au
Prices are per person twin share. Standard Beyond Travel booking terms apply. 

4 Days from $955 per person

Cologne - Koblenz - Boppard - Rudesheim - Cologne
Departs: November 26, 29, December 02, 2016

For booking details contact your local
travel agent or Beyond Travel

2016 CHRISTMAS MARKET
RIVER CRUISES

6 Days from $1,955 per person

Basel - Cologne
Departs: December 11 2016

First- Class River Cruise

H
AG

N
#149/293

travellinglet’s go ADVERTISING FEATURE

HAVAV AE A GO NEWS No.

cruising
travel options for the mature west australian



travellinglet’s go ADVERTISING FEATURE

travel options for the mature west australian

30        HAVE-A-GO NEWS No. 293 AUGUST 2016

George Booth - maintaining a passion for travel through 
60 active years in the travel industry

by Jennifer Merigan

WHEN you’ve held 12 
passports and visited 
more than 100 countries, 
people may wonder 

whether travelling would 
still hold its appeal.

George Booth a stal-
wart of the WA tourism 
landscape and, with 60 
active years in the travel 

Jo and George Booth

industry, still loves the 
thrill of travelling and or-
ganising travel.

George from his early 
days, ventured out like 
a Marco Polo, “Out into 
the unknown.”

When I asked George 
what his favourite coun-
try was, he said that it 
was the people who you 
travel with rather than 
the destination which 
gives him the greatest 
satisfaction.

I have known George 
for more than 10 years 
and only just discovered 
his love of Fremantle and 
the great interest he has 
in his family history.

Born in Fremantle to 
a family of horse racers 
and livestock he still lives 
on the race track block 
where he was born and 
has many a tale to tell 
about his family history 
but readers that will wait 
until another time.

I wanted to discover 
how he stays so pas-
sionate about his job for 
many years and what 
inspires him to continue.

Firstly George believes 
that giving back in life is 
the best philosophy.

This would explain 
why he’s an active mem-
ber of Rotary, and has 
twice participated in the 
Variety Club Bash.

He’s been on the mar-
keting committees of the 
Fremantle Hospital Re-
search Foundation and 
the Juvenile Diabetes 
Foundation.

He also has been 
an active member of 
the Fremantle Rugby 
League for 66 years 
where he is a life mem-
ber and was inducted 
into the Western Austra-
lian Players Hall of Fame. 
He was also instrumental 
in getting Touch Football 
off  the ground in WA.

Conscripted to the 
Army in 1958, George 
served in Vietnam in 
1971 as a lieutenant  and 
retired in CMF as a Cap-
tain and was awarded 
six medals and one dec-
oration.

To say George is a 
doer is an understate-
ment – at 76, I don’t think 
he’s aged a day since I 
 rst met him, to me he 
encapsulates the ‘have a 
go’ philosophy of healthy 
ageing through activity.

This also could have 
something to do with 
him being an active 
member of the Cottes-
loe Pyloneers Club who 
meet three mornings 
a week at 6.30am and 
walk four kilometres fol-
lowed by a 20-minute 
swim all year round.

There is so much to 
George Booth apart 
from his career in travel 
but I wanted to share a 
few of his amazing ad-
ventures.

He was one of the  rst 
Australian tour operators 
to enter China in 1972, 
as a participant in the 
Canton Fair which even-
tuated in him organising 
tours to China and invit-
ing the  rst Chinese tour 
offi  cials to a conference 
in Perth.

As a result of his Viet-
nam military experi-
ence he designed and 
escorted eight tours for 
Vietnam veterans to the 
country.

George says that one 
of the special places in 
the world for him is Bhu-
tan, he started organis-
ing tours to this country 
when they only let 400 
tourists enter each year.

I asked George to 
summarise some of his 
most memorable travel 
moments, and as one 
would imagine the list 
was numerable.

“In 2002 I sailed 
aboard Orion to Antarcti-
ca and visited Mawson’s 
Hut.

“Visiting Israel and Pe-
tra in Jordan was amaz-
ing”

“Another highlight for 

me was taking a running 
and rafting group to the 
pre alps of Mt Everest in 
Nepal”

“In 1985 The Sunday 
Times travel editor John 
Young and I received an 
invitation to visit Aurang-
abad and the heritage 
sights of Ellora and Ajan-
ta in India.

“John was a great 
photographer and histo-
rian and I loved travelling 
with him.

“The day we were 
at Ellora Hindu Temple 
which is a city carved 
into a rock face, John 
remained there for two 
hours discussing the 
wonders of such.

“A guide who had no-
ticed that unlike the aver-
age tourist we had spent 
a substantial amount of 
time at the site said he 
would like to show us 
something special and 
drove us in his old Am-
bassador car to a huge 
cave with a statue of a 
Buddha inside and told 
us to stand there and 
wait.

“As the sun moved 
overhead the shaft of 
light lit up the Buddha 
and it appeared to move 
its arms and smile and 
the amazing photos 
John captured were fea-
tured on the front cover 

of The Sunday Times 
travel section,” said 
George.

George and his wife Jo 
have lead escorted tours 
to many destinations 
and continue to do so.

He says his favourite 
one is organising tours 
for vision-impaired peo-
ple and their compan-
ions. 

He’s taken them to 
Singapore, Hong Kong, 
Sabah, China, Thailand 
and New Zealand.

“I play to their other 
senses and to me its one 
of my favourite tours I do 
each year.

“When I lead a tour 
I use everything I ever 
learned from travelling 
and put it in the tour.”

This inspiring man 
is one whose book we 
could all take a leaf from 
and says two of his fa-
vourite quotes which I 
believe are good man-
tras to follow include, 
“It’s easy to be ordinary 
and persistence will win 
where talent will not.”

Keep on travelling 
George you are inspira-
tion to me, and many 
others.

George can be heard 
on Radio 6PR’s Re-
member When program 
on Sunday nights with        
Harvey Deegan.

*Reach us online
www.haveagonews.com.au

3,319,648 hits in 2015
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Day 1: Arrival Madrid
Welcome to Madrid, Spain’s 
central capital is a city of 
expansive boulevards and large 
manicured gardens. Many works 

in its museums and galleries such 
as the Prado, and being the home 
of Salsa, its lively nightlife and 
dancing culture is centred around 

Mayor. This evening, meet your 
Tour Director and fellow travellers 
for a welcome drink.
Three Night Stay: Madrid
Day 2: Madrid (B,D)
Enjoy a sightseeing tour of 
Madrid including the 17th century 

Gardens and the Royal Palace. 

tonight is an included dinner in a 
local restaurant.
Day 3: Madrid (B)
Day at leisure in Madrid.
Discover More: Excursion to 
Toledo (extra expense)

(B,D)

own expense) where you will 
board your Douro river cruise 
ship and be welcomed by your 
Captain and crew. Tonight enjoy 

on board while cruising past the 

Day 5: Porto – Pinhao (B,L,D)
Today enjoy a full day sailing the 
windy turns and twists of the 
Douro Valley. A UNESCO world 
heritage site this area is sparsely 
populated by small quaint villages 

vineyards and small farms. Your 
Cruise Director will host a lecture 
on board showcasing the history 
and wine culture of the region. 

of Pinhao which is situated on a 
river bend surrounded by terraced 
hillsides producing some of the 
world’s best Port. Tonight your 
captain will be delighted to host 
the welcome dinner and cocktail 

Day 6: Pinhao - Vega de Teron 
(B,L,D)
Today visit the marvelous baroque 
village of Lamego, where history 

of a Roman sanctuary and 

to Vega de Teron, your gateway 
into Spain. You’re Invited: Join 
your barman for a lesson on how 
to make cocktails using port wine 
on board.
Day 7: Salamanca (B,D)

city of Salamanca is home to 

Europe, the seat of the Spanish 

town. With its grand squares and 
medieval structures, a walking 
tour here is more like stepping 

Spanish music trickles out of 

You will enjoy a full day in 

independently. Upon returning 
to your ship from Salamanca, you 
will be invited to enjoy a BBQ 
dinner on the Terrace alongside 
your fellow guests.
Day 8: Pocinho (B,L,D)
This morning arrive in the 
picturesque village of Pocinho 
and embark on an excursion to 
the Coa Valley Museum. This 
impressive concrete structure 
details pre-historic stone carvings 
made by the early inhabitants of 
the Douro, which were uncovered 

nearby dam. Later return to your 
ship for lunch and enjoy your 
idyllic surroundings as you sail 
towards Regua. You’re Invited: 
This evening dinner will be hosted 
at a local winery estate.

Day 9: Regua (B,L,D)
Wake up this morning in the former 

Douro Museum for a look at wine 
making in the region. Discover More: 
Guided excursion to the Mateus 
Palace (extra expense).
Day 10: Porto (B,L,D)
Located at the mouth of the 

architecture. Its most famous export 

hillside across from the city centre 
features numerous wine caves and 

Nova de Gaia. Sample the local fair 
in one of these specially adapted 
wine cellars and learn about the long 

Discover More: Excursion to the 
Palacio da Bolsa (extra expense) 
or Excursion to Guimaraes (extra 
expense)

Lisbon (B,D)

cruise ship and transfer to Lisbon to 

steep hillsides that overlook the Rio 

that reveal the city in all its beauty.
Three Night Stay: Lisbon
Day 12: Lisbon (B)

walking tour of the city centre and 
view some of the famous points, as 
well as experience the sights of the 

lined streets.
Day 13: Lisbon (B)
Day at leisure in Lisbon.
Discover More: Excursion to Sintra 
(extra expense)
Day 14: Lisbon – Farewell (B)

airport for your onward or 

14 Days, 19 July to 1 August 2017

Portugal River Cruising

1800 677 760   www.kingstours.com.auq
110d Cambridge Street, West Leederville WA 6007 I  E: 

Madrid, Douro River & Lisbon Cruise Tour 

Included in Your Price:
 Emerald Star Ship EXCLUSIVE to Evergreen Tours
 Deluxe Emerald Balcony Suite
 The services of an Evergreen Tours and Tour 
Director

 Port taxes and charges included
 
 Free airport transfers
 7 nights on a luxury European river ship
 3 night stay in Madrid
 3 night stay in Lisbon
 
with a guide during our included tours and shore 
excursions

 City tour of Madrid
 Visit a local wine estate
 Tour of Salamanca
 Coa Valley pre-historic museum
 Tour of Lamego
 City tour of Porto including wine caves
 City Tour of Lisbon

Dining Highlights:
 27 superb meals including 13 Full Breakfasts (B), 5 
Lunches (L), 8 Dinners (D), 1 Highlight Dinner

 
 
with lunch and dinner while cruising

You're Invited:
 Local dinner at a Douro Valley wine estate
 Cocktail making lesson on board

Book through Kings and Receive 
Complimentary Home Pick-up*

Vega de TerronVega de Terron

Douro
River

PortoPorto

SPAIN

ReguaRegua

PinhàoPinhào
PocinhoPocinho

SalamancaSalamanca

7

PORTUGAL
MADRIDMADRID3

3LISBONLISBON
1 Night Stopovers

Land Content

Cruise Content

Flight (not included)

Map provided as a guide only.
Please refer to terms & conditions.

Only $7,295
PER PERSON TWIN SHARE FOR A DELUXE UPPER DECK 
EMERALD BALCONY SUITE PLUS AIRFARES

*Home pick-up is provided within the Perth Metro area. 
This tour is not escorted by a Kings Tour Manager

'Cruise through 
the stunning
Douro Valley...'

for bookings made through
Kings Tours Only

Brand New Luxury Small Ship Cruising

Exclusive

Saving up to $1350 per couple



Fremantle

Indonesia

Bali
Komodo Island

Ujung Pandang

Lombok
Probolinggo 

Semarang

Australia
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TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager subject to minimum 
numbers (10 passengers or more)

  Return economy airfares including taxes
  2 nights at the ParkRoyal Darling Harbour
 

  Transfers throughout
 s

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager
  Return economy airfares 
including taxes

 
the Mercure Resort in the 
Hunter Valley

  Exclusive Kings Tour to the 
Hunter Valley

  Luxury coach travel 
throughout

  Breakfast daily, 4 lunches 
and 5 dinners

  Sightseeing and entry fees 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
 Cruise in and out of Perth – no 

 Enjoy the stunning Indonesian 
sunsets

 
and do nothing the next 

 Take one of the ships personal 
enrichment class, do yoga, go duty-

dip in one of the pools or spas.

Only $3,890 
SINGLE PRICE $5,190  PER PERSON

 Kings has 30 years of Escorted Touring 
Experience 

 Kings Provides Home Pick-Up and Return 

 

Managers

 

a deposit is required Upfront With Final 
Payment Due Closer To Departure.

 Kings Don’t Build Credit Card Fees or 
Loyalty Programs Into Tour Costs

 

 

 

    

Interested in seeing 
what other tours we 

 

Contact us to receive 
your FREE brochure >

!

Phone us on 1800 677 760 (freecall)
 Visit www.kingstours.com.au

Singapore Christmas Lights holiday.  Whip out your cameras, and get ready for the must-see 

unlimited WIFI (internet), complimentary minibar restocked daily and Nespresso gourmet 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
 Seven night stay in Singapore
 Singapore Sights Tour
 
or shop

 Gardens by the Bay
 
 

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick up and return 
  Kings Tour Manager 
  Return economy airfare including taxes 

  Exclusive Kings Tour to Singapore
 
  Sightseeing and entry fees as per the 

  Breakfast daily, 1 high tea and 3 dinners

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

INCLUDES
RETURN
FLIGHTS

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

INCLUDES
RETURN
FLIGHTS

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

INCLUDES
RETURN
FLIGHTS

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

INCLUDES
RETURN
FLIGHTS

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

FULLY
ESCORTED

TOUR

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
 Celebrate Christmas over 4 
nights in Leogang village in an 

carriage ride on Christmas Day 
 Savour the fabulous Christmas 
Markets in Vienna, Salzburg, 
Innsbruck and in the grounds 

Palace at dusk 
 
Eve dinner, Turkey lunch on 
Christmas Day

 Stay 3 nights in glorious Vienna
 

Crystal Worlds 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
 
 

 

the series of photographs of music greats Dizzy 
Gillespie and BB King.

 

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
 Take a ferry ride from Nelsons 
Bay to the Tea Gardens

 
Morpeth

 
Gardens

 
 See the spectacular Christmas 
Lights

 

 Visit the Hunter Valley Zoo
 Dinner at the Harrigan’s Irish 
Pub

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
 Visit the historic Village of Wagin
 Enjoy a WOW Wilderness Cruise
 Visit the Valley of the Giants
 See the King Jarrah tree
 
Heritage Park

 Visit the Fine Wood Gallery and Tea 
Rooms

 Lunch at the Hidden River Estate
 Lunch at the Rose Hotel

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager
  Return economy airfares including taxes
 

  First class touring coach
 
 
  Hotel porterage 
 
  Turkey lunch on Christmas Day
  7 evening dinners including a special meal at the 
old Griechenbeisl Inn in Vienna, Christmas Eve 

at the Stadtkeller

Christmas Day. Savour the fabulous Christmas Markets in Vienna, Salzburg, and in 

Luzern’s Stadtkeller. 

Picture yourself surrounded 

climate is moderate, similar 
to that of the Mediterranean.  

Valley Gardens, you'll spend 

room that opens out onto a 
private balcony or courtyard.  
Enjoy the days touring 
around the region taking in 
the stunning sights and tasty 

Christmas lunch.  

Christmas Fremantle to Fremantle

Christmas in the
Hunter Valley Gardens
Featuring the Christmas Lights Spectacular 

Christmas in 

Singapore

Only $9,250 

Only $3,150 
SINGLE PRICE $3,950* PER PERSON

Only $2,190 
SINGLE PRICE $2,690*  PER PERSON

From $4,495* 

SINGLE PRICE $5,950* PER PERSON
UPGRADES AVAILABLE

TWO ROOMS

. 

ON SALE
UNTIL AUGUST 31 2016

WA COACH TOUR

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager
 
Top Walk Motel in Walpole

 
Western in Pemberton

 
professional driver

 
dinners

ON SALE
UNTIL AUGUST 31 2016

From $3,650 
SINGLE PRICE $6,185  PER PERSON

SYDNEY

Noumea

Mystery
Island

Port Vila

Luganville

Suva

Lautoka

Dravuni

Australia

a

a
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New Caledonia

Coral Sea

Vanuatu
Fiji

 

the big screen, the casino or even have 
a dance.

 The biggest highlight of this holiday 

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return
  Kings Tour Manager subject to 
minimum numbers (10 passengers or 
more)

  15 nights on board the Sun Princess
 
15 dinners

KINGS ESCORTED 
TOURS 
For The Over 55’S

e 
>
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WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

Call Aussie Redback Tours on 1300 662 026 
or email aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au

“Get caught in the 
travel web of 

Aussie Redback Tours”
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DAY TOURS
Araluen Tulip Festival           21 August
Balingup Medieval Carnival           28 August
New Norcia - Wild owers                    11 September
Hotham Valley Forest Train                    18 September
Seniors $85pp Adults $90pp inc M/tea and lunch
EXTENDED TOURS
Mt Augustus - Kennedy Range @ Wild ower time!
7 Days  25 August
Seniors $1740pp Adults $1790pp  S/Supp $450
Northern Wild owers with Wild ower guide! 
4 days                    4 & 9 September
Seniors $945pp Adults $995pp  S/Supp $250
Pilbara Magic - Fantastic scenery! 
14 days                  15 September
Seniors $3550pp Adults $3600pp  S/Supp $550

ABN 80 943 433 218

Day Tours  Extended Tours   
Mystery Tours  Interstate Tours   

Overseas Holidays
Single members welcome
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bookings@hireabus.com.au 
Phone 0473 514 944

Facebook Perth Seniors Travel Club

Cascade       Tours
Quality tours with a personal touch

4 to 9 October  5 night/6 days
Staying at Le Grande Motel Albany

Exciting highlights include:
• Harbour cruise
• Visit to the new ANZAC memorial
• Wine and cheese tasting
• Albany sights
• Day trip to beautiful Bremer Bay
• Full cooked breakfasts, dinners, 
   morning tea and some lunches  
• Luxury air-conditioned coach
• Visit Wagin on the return journey

Enjoy the fun and games on board with your 
friendly professional crew.

All you have to do is pack your bag and 
we will do the rest....prepare to be spoilt.
Home pick up & return by our support cars

Cost: $1595 twin/share • $1795 Single                            
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Spring Break

For bookings and enquiries contact: 
CHRIS 0413 741 556, MARY 042 1306 734 

9574 0218 (evenings)  cascadetours@bigpond.com
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FUNSEEKER TOURS & CHARTER 
PH 1300 660 668 (24hrs)  

Email funseek@iinet.net.au  Visit www.funseekertours.com.au 

Travel in our Mitsubishi Rosa 24 seater coach with seatbelts. 
Fully inclusive packages, home pick up and return - all meals, 

entries and ensuite accommodation. No hidden extras.

SEPTEMBER CAPE TO CAPE WILDFLOWERS $1,495
OCTOBER AMAZING ALBANY 

WILDFLOWERS
$1,795

DECEMBER MANJIMUP CHERRY FESTIVAL $   900
DECEMBER CHRISTMAS BY THE BAY $1,850

2016 TOURING PROGRAMME

Call Elite Tours on 9314 2170
www.elitetours.net.au

Elite Tours is your premiere club, 
retirement village and group tour company.

With 60 tours to choose from and tours 
starting from $56 per person including 

homemade morning tea, 3 course lunch with 
tea or coffee and a 5 star touring coach, 

also 1 FREE seat on all tours for organiser 
(minimum of 25 paying passengers required).
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Quiet, comfy, lovely garden setting. Free Wi .
Fully self-contained well-equipped units. 
Only a 2 min walk to beach and Marina.

COACH PICK-UP AVAILABLE
WEEKLY RATE $600 unit, $700 chalet

LAZY LOBSTER 
Holiday Units/Chalets, 

PORT DENISON/DONGARA

Ph 9927 2177  Email: lazylobster@westnet.com.au
Visit www.lazylobster.net.au
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Best Western Hospitality Inn Kalgoorlie
560 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
9021 2888 
kalgoorlie@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnkalgoorlie.com.au

Best Western Kalgoorlie

• FREE continental breakfast daily       
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the 
   Katherine Station Restaurant
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some blockout dates apply. 

*ONLY $119 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

l
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Best Western Hospitality Inn Esperance
44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
9071 1999 
esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

Best Western Esperance

• FREE continental breakfast daily
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the Seasons Restaurant
• CENTRAL town location opposite the bay
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some block out dates apply

*ONLY $125 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!
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by Mike Roennfeldt

IN SOME quarters the word barracuda con-
jures up images of fearsome predators, ag-
gressive monsters that threaten the life and 
limb of anyone who is sharing the ocean 
with them. Yet most of the more experienced 
 shermen I know that have had much to do 
with ‘cuda, hold these  sh in far less awe.

They do get big and have an absolutely 
scary set of dentures, but in reality, the ‘cuda 
is just a pussycat alongside some of the re-

ally tough customers of northern waters. A 
Spanish mackerel, for example, has an ex-
ceptionally businesslike array of teeth. They 
are razor sharp and powerful, and as I found 
out to my cost earlier this year at the Abrol-
hos, capable of slicing through  esh far more 
effi  ciently than their more feared cousins.

Mind you, ‘cuda are prone to snapping at 
anything nearby when landed and a friend of 
mine is convinced they look right at you and 
deliberately have a go. He’s an experienced 
 sho and de nitely a little unhappy when he 
hooks one.

 ‘Cuda are reputed to grow in excess of 
50kg and one I saw off  the north Kimberley 
coast would have been bigger than that, but 
in the main they are caught in the 2-10kg 
range.  The  ght from one of these  sh is 
a little disappointing alongside a mackerel, 
queen sh or trevally of similar size and they 
can feel decidedly slimy when you have to 
handle one to remove hooks. As if all that 
wasn’t enough, they are also regarded as 
only mediocre table fare.

So on a good day  shing up north, the 
hooking of a ‘cuda isn’t always greeted with 
wild enthusiasm by anglers, who would 
much rather be spending the time catching 
more sporting or better eating species. But 
on a slow day, when nothing seems to be 

interested in the lures, a ‘cuda can be a wel-
come diversion.

The most common way to catch them is 
with lures, either cast or trolled, and they 
don’t seem particularly fussy as to colour 
or size. Look for them in relatively shallow 
water, especially around reefs. Most north-
ern estuaries are good places to start look-
ing, but they can range well out to off shore 
reefs. They commonly turn up in tidal creeks, 
but the one place along the whole WA coast 
where you are most likely to strike a really big 
one is in the shallows along the western side 
of North West Cape.

On quite a few occasions I have been 
wandering and casting in thigh deep water 
in that part of the world and spotted what 
looks like a small log drifting along just under 
the surface. You can get surprisingly close to 
these logs, only to  nd they are big ‘cuda, of-
ten in the 1.2-1.4m range. Why they choose 
to just drift about aimlessly is a mystery. I 
also struck a couple of similar sized ‘cuda 
doing the same thing in just 40cm of water 
at Cocos Islands late last year.

Because they have those teeth, a short 
length of wire trace in front of the lure or bait 
is good insurance when  shing for what I be-
lieve is one of the most overrated predators 
in the sea.

Barry Wiseman with a sizeable Mackerel 
Island’s barracuda

The barracuda is a pussycat to  sh...

CASCADE TOURS are 
pleased to announce an-
other lovely extended tour. 
Join them on a  ve night 
six day spring break de-
parting on 4 October and 
returning on 9 October.

Guests only need to un-
pack their suitcase once 
as they are staying at the 
Le Grande Motel in Al-
bany all  ve nights. Worth 

a mention, the motel is on 
 at ground so there is no 
climbing hills to get to the 
bar and restaurant.

The tour will include full 
cooked breakfasts, full 
cooked dinners, morning 
tea and some lunches.

Some of the highlights of 
the holiday include lunch at 
Beaufort River on the jour-
ney to Albany, a harbour 
cruise, visit to Mount Ro-
mance Sandalwood fac-
tory, toff ee and cider, wine 
and cheese tasting, Albany 
sights and a day trip to 
beautiful Bremer Bay. A 
must is a visit to the new 
War Memorial. Returning 
via Wagin, the home of the 
Big Ram.

There will also be some 
free time in Albany to relax 
with a coff ee or enjoy a 
spot of shopping.

Cascade have free raf-
 es and fun and games 
on board the luxury coach 
with the friendly, profes-
sional crew.

Guests will be picked 
up from their home and 
delivered to the coach in 
Wellington Street and of 
course at the end of the-
tour they will be returned 
to their homes again by the 
support cars.

The cost of this fabulous 
tour is $1595 twin share 
and $1795 single.

To book a place on the 
tour or require more in-
formation please contact 
Mary on 0421 306 734 or 
Chris on 0413 741 556 or 
9378 9994 (evenings).

Early bookings are ad-
vised as room availability 
is limited at this beautiful 
motel. 

Spring break with Cascade ToursWild owers in the Capes

Experience Albany with 
Chris of Cascade Tours’ 

JOIN FUNSEEKER Tours for their  rst  ve-day 
four-night wild ower tour this year.  Touring in the 
Busselton, Cape Leeuwin and Naturaliste areas 
this tour has it all.

Travel to a special spot in Donnybrook and 
Ambergate to see a great display of  owers.  

Visits include The Berry Farm, Carbanup Re-
serve, Meelup Beach, Gracetown and Augusta, 
viewing  owers en route.

A home pickup and return is included together 
with ensuite accommodation, morning teas, 
lunches and evening meals.

Call Sharon at Funseeker Tours on 1300 660 
668 for a full itinerary.
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BOOKINGS
1800 096 002
www.kalbarribeachresort.com.au

at KALBARRI BEACH RESORT

*Minimum 3 night stay. Conditions apply. 
Offer valid 15/12/16

 Redeem your TransWA Pensioner Annual Free Trip 

Voucher for Regional Public Transport

Your TransWA driver stays at this resort with you!

WINTER SPECIALS
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$80*
per night

2 bedroom apartment ($40 per person as a couple)

We are a very neat and 
tidy Holiday Village
located 8km’s South 
from the city centre
• Greenough Rivermouth Walk Trail runs 15kms along 
the river which is a minutes walk from the park • Beach 
is 5 minutes walk • Free bbqs and camp kitchen               
facilities are available • Swimming pool • Tennis courts 
• Volleyball • Basketball hoop • Playground • We have 
a large bird aviary with peaceful surrounds • Offi  ce and 
mini mart open 8.30am to 5.30pm daily • pet friendly
Fully self contained cabin and chalet accommodation

is also available. These have their own ensuites, 
kitchens and all linen is provided.

THESE ARE PRICED FROM $140 PER NIGHT OR A 
DISCOUNTED RATE WILL APPLY IF MORE THAN

3 NIGHTS BOOKED.

4 Hull St, Cape Burnery WA 6532 
8km south of Geraldton

PH 9921 5845  
Email grcp@wn.com.au

www.doublebeach.com.au

Double Beach HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE
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THE OLD CONVENT 
DALWALLINU

Ideally located 1km south of Dalwallinu town site 
on 50 acres of beautiful countryside...
The Old Convent has 11 guest rooms available; king 
single, queen or king with shared ablution facilities.
Each room has tea and coff ee facilities, a bar fridge and 
tv. Continental breakfast included (cooked breakfasts 
and evening meals will incur additional charges).
Other facilities; large function room, pool, pool table, 
bar facilities, mini golf course, BBQ area, second hand 
book exchange, *wi  available. 
We also cater for diff erent types of functions.

BOOKINGS 9661 1551
Email admin@theoldconventdalwallinu.com.au
www.theoldconventdalwallinu.com.au
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Staying @ Ledge Point Holiday Park 

(Valid 1/06/16 to 31/08/16)

• Stay 3 nights Sun - Thu on a 10x10m grass powered 
caravan site
• 2 x Vouchers for 9 holes golf at Ledge Point Golf 
Club
• 2 x Vouchers for bowls at Ledge Point Country Club
• Wednesday night dinner at Country Club 
  - buy one meal get second meal half price
• Complimentary glass of wine or beer at Country Club
• Free sausage sizzle @ Camp Kitchen - Tuesday 
Night

$120 per couple or
$100 per couple for groups of 10 or more

For enquiries contact Wayne and Kathryn 
on 9655 2870 or 1300 856 088

Visit www.ledgepointholidaypark.com
Email reservations@lphp.com.au
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by Anthony von Leonhardi 

AS PERTH’S days and 
nights get chillier and win-
ter sets in, many people’s 
thoughts – especially 
this writer’s – turn to-
wards warmer climes and 
there’s none more popu-
lar than our own far north 
west.  

As a getaway destina-
tion or base for touring 
the Kimberley, historical 
Broome has something 
for everyone.

There’s a plethora of 
world-class resorts, ho-
tels and caravan parks 
to chose from, but if it’s 
prime beach location with 
a  ve star touch you’re af-
ter then a stay at the Ca-
ble Beach Club is a must.   

Located right opposite 
the pristine white sands 
of Cable Beach, Cable 
Beach Club Resort and 
Spa was built more than 
28 years ago by the late 
Lord Alistair McAlpine 
with the deal for the land 
signed on the back of a 
beer coaster at the Roe-
buck Bay Hotel. 

Set within acres of lush 
tropical-style gardens 
the property has just un-
dergone a spectacular 
multi-million dollar refur-
bishment of all its rooms, 
suites and bungalows. 

The on-site restaurants 
with cuisine re ecting 
Broome’s multicultural 
heritage are popular with 
both locals and tourists 
alike and a drink at its 
Sunset Bar is the perfect 
location from which to 
watch Broome’s world re-
nowned sunsets and get 
that postcard shot.

With its rich cultural 
heritage there’s plenty to 
do around town if you’re 
not inclined to go on long 
tours of the Kimberley.  

A visit to Broome’s tiny 
museum is incredibly in-
formative and a great way 
to get an insight into the 
origins of township. In-
clude a stroll around 
the Japanese and Chi-
nese cemeteries and 
a trip to Gantheaume 
Point where red cliff s 
meet the blue ocean to 
check out the ancient di-
nosaur prints.  

In Broome town there 
are many quaint little 
shops to pick up souve-
nirs of your trip. There are 
also the world-class big 
brand named jewel-
lery stores specialising 
in local pearl jewellery – 
you’ll feel just like a kid 
in a candy shop with the 
variety.  

If it’s learning more 
about the pearling in-
dustry you desire then a 
tour to the working Wil-
lie Creek Pearl farm is a 
must. 

Guests can either be 

picked up from their ho-
tel or make their own way 
to the farm where well 
informed guides impart 
their knowledge about 
the cultivation of these 
organic south sea gems. 

A highlight is a boat 
ride through the creek 
– with a bit of croc spot-
ting – and a morning 
or afternoon tea with 
delicious home made 
damper with jam and 

cream.  
I can also highly rec-

ommend the chopper 
ride along Cable Beach 
to and from the farm for 
the views. 

If it’s up close and per-
sonal with the local wild-
life you want, then visit 
the Malcolm Douglas 
Crocodile Park and Ani-
mal Refuge. It’s about 
a 15-minute drive from 
Broome and houses 

some of the biggest 
crocs in Australia. Feed-
ing time is an eye-open-
er and if you’re brave 
enough you can even 
hold a baby croc.

For a few nights 
each month be-
tween March and Oc-
tober there’s an almost 
surreal occurrence on 
the tidal  ats of Roe-
buck Bay where at low 
tide the moon appears 

to be accessible by 
stairs as it rises over the 
horizon.  

Watching this natural 
phenomenon from the 
gardens of the newly 
refurbished Mangrove 
Hotel there was a hush 
over the crowd on the 
evening this writer at-
tended as the substan-
tial crowd watched stairs 
magically appear over 
the mud ats from under 
a blood red moon. 

In the background 
the haunting sounds of 
a didgeridoo added to 
this once in a lifetime 
experience. One can 
only imagine what sig-
ni cance this held for 
the local indigenous 
community watch-
ing it for thousands of 
years before white set-
tlement.  

Another vantage point 
is at Town Beach with its 
vibrant night markets of-
fering a variety of local 

craft stalls, international 
food caravans and enter-
tainment. The pearl meat 
Laksa is to die for and 
uniquely Broome. 

Watching a movie un-
der the stars is some-
thing we all love to do 
and Broome has the 
oldest outdoor picture 
theatre in the world. 

There’s something 
surreal about sitting in a 
deck chair at Sun Pic-
tures on a balmy night 
with popcorn and choc 
top in hand watching a 
 lm when suddenly a 
plane  ies over low to 
land at Broome airport.

Broome becomes par-
ty central in mid August 
for the annual Racing 
carnival – although offi  -
cial racing starts in May.  
All the colours of the 
Kimberley are seen at 
the racetrack during 
race week which is full 
of glamorous lunches, 
cocktail parties and plen-

ty of socialising culminat-
ing in the Broome Cup. 

This writer has been 
many times and is al-
ways impressed with 
the fashion and glamour 
seen on and off  course. 

And the fun doesn’t 
stop there with The 
Shinju Matsuri Festival 
or Festival of the Pearl 
in September celebrates 
Broome’s diverse cul-
tural heritage. 

Highlights include 
the colourful street pa-
rade to wake up festi-
val mascot Sammy the 
Dragon and the magical 
long table dinner un-
der the stars on Cable 
Beach.  

This is just a 
small snapshot into 
what the gateway to the 
Kimberley has to off er. 

If you want to know 
more check out the 
website www.broome.
com.au  or ask at your 
hotel’s tour desk.

Escape to the warmth of Broome, the gateway to the Kimberley

DUYFKEN
2016 HARTOG EXHIBITION

BUNBURY
22nd August - 4th September

MANDURAH
5th - 14th September

HILLARYS
15th - 27th September

JURIEN BAY
29th September - 

3rd October

DONGARA
4th - 7th October

GERALDTON
8th - 16th October

DENHAM
19th - 24th October

www.duyfken.com

Event
Partners:

 The Duyfken 2016 Dirk Hartog Commemorative 
Voyage & Exhibition is proudly supported by the 

Government of Western Australia.
Made possible by Royalties for Regions.

EXHIBITION 
TICKETS

ticketek.com.au/duyfken

From left to right; Couple on Cable Beach, Broome - Group tour at the Willie Creek Pearl Farm, located just north of Broome 
- Alfresco luncheon at the Mangrove Hotel, overlooking Broome’s Roebuck Bay. Images © Tourism WA



36        HAVE-A-GO NEWS No. 293 AUGUST 2016

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

ENJOY MAGNIFICENT SUNSETS

PAY 2 STAY 3 NIGHTS*
• Kalbarri Motor Hotel offers budget style 
  accommodation with ocean views
• Located in the main part of town 
• Close to shops
• Short walk to river and beaches
• Restaurant premises - mouth watering menu, 
   Asian cuisine and gourmet pizza

*Excludes Easter and school holidays 

Ph: 9937 1000
Email: kalbarrihotel@wn.com.au
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Stay longer, explore further and experience more with 
a self-drive discovery of the Turquoise Coast. With mild coastal 

climates you can enjoy beautiful beaches one day 
and stunning inland drives the next!

TAKE A WALK ON THE Wild Side

TURQUOISE COAST VISITOR CENTRE  67 Bashford Street, Jurien Bay WA 6516
(08) 9652 0870 - tmc@dandaragan.wa.gov.au

www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au/tourism.aspx - www.facebook.com/TurquoiseCoastWA
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Outback WA Eastern Wheatbelt, near Southern Cross
541 Mckenzie Rd, Mt Hampton 

Ph: 9040 4034 
Email: goodhillp@skymesh.com.au

www.hamptonviewhomestead.com.au
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Do you enjoy camping?
Hampton View is a B&B/Farm Stay

Enjoy reminiscing around the camp re!

Enjoy the scenery - a photographer’s 
and artist’s delight 

Catch yabbies in the dam, bird watching, 
guided bush walks, wild owers,
 climb Mt Hampton or share in 

Hampton View’s farm stories and rich history. 

Offering scenery that re ects Australia’s 
true farming lifestyle. 

Visit the Grain Discovery Centre, explore 
nature trails, enjoy the undisturbed beauty.

PHONE (08) 9064 7055  
EMAIL crcmanager@narembeen.wa.gov.au

Located along the Pathway to 
Wave Rock and near the 

Great Eastern Highway, Narembeen 
is the perfect place to stay and relax.

NAREMBEEN WESTERN AUSTRALIA
Discover, Explore, Stay...

H
AG

N
#011/293

H
A

G
N

#028/293

Select from Wine, Sight Seeing or Gourmet Tours
Group & Private charters in Mandurah 

and WA’s beautiful South West
Ask us about our personalised half day,

 full day, groups & customised tours.
12 & 21 Seater air conditioned busses

Bottled water, esky for perishables 
and plenty of room for purchases on tour. 

Gift vouchers available.
For bookings or enquiries phone 

Mandurah Wine Tours & Charters on 0427 442 781 
Email: info@mandurahwinetours.com.au

www.mandurahwinetours.com.au

SPECIAL WINTER OFFER
BOOK 4 PEOPLE 

FOR THE PRICE OF 3

4 for 3

We cater for all, as we have cabins, cottages, glamping tents, caravan/
tents sites and beautiful natural unpowered sites all in bush setting. 

We are two minutes drive to the lake where you can swim, 
enjoy water sports, relax and even camp the night under the stars. 

Come and see us, we look forward to meeting our old and new friends.

147 Invarell Road, Waroona  Ph: 9733 3000
Email: linda@navarino.com.au  www.navarino.com.au

Family Holiday Park 

only 1 hour from Perth
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by Brad Elborough

A DAY that started out as 
a simple search for a Perth 
Hills breakfast venue, vis-

ited several years ago, re-
cently became so much 
more.

Terri c scenery, a lei-
surely stroll, amazing views 

and delightful markets all 
became unexpected high-
lights for a full day.

I was searching for a 
rose-themed café that I’d 

been to once before. The 
only vague memory remain-
ing though was of a very 
decent breakfast and beau-
tifully manicured gardens.

A wrong turn on my 
search found me on Les-
murdie Road though, with 
signs pointing to Lesmur-
die Falls. It had been a 
couple of decades since 
I’d be there too and again 
memories of the place were 
fond, although well and truly 
faded.

I was not on a schedule, 
so there was time for a de-
tour.

Even if I’d had vivid recol-
lections, they would still not 
have been as good as what 
I found. There has been an 
eff ort made recently to en-
tice visitors to the area to 
explore, safely and com-
fortably.

There are two car parks 
– the  rst of which is at Up-
per Lesmurdie Falls. As I’d 
done no homework, I didn’t 
know there was another at 

the end of the ‘No Through 
Road’, so I pulled in. I’m 
glad I did.

The sun was only just 
peeking through the trees 
and it was hitting the trickle 
of water that was passing 
through the area.

I was only 30 minutes 
from Perth, but already I 
was relaxed and felt much 
further away. But that’s one 
of the great things about 
Perth Hills.

There were several cars 
in the car park, but no 
people around. A quick 
exploration of the area led 
to some paths that clearly 
trailed off  to the bigger falls. 

The walk to Lesmur-
die Falls wasn’t diffi  cult, 
nor slippery or dangerous. 
Those not interested in the 
walking part of the experi-
ence can continue by car to 
the end of the road, where 
there is a larger car park, 
toilets, information posts 
and areas to sit and rest, or 
enjoy a picnic.

Terri c scenery, delightful markets, good walking trails and great food 
– all in a day’s visit to the Perth Hills

This area is located just 
a couple of hundred me-
tres from the  rst car park 
and only about 320m to the 
main Falls.

The  rst section of the 
trail ends at a viewing plat-
form that juts out from the 
hill. It provides a terri c view 
of the Lesmurdie Falls that 
drop spectacularly 50m 
down the hill.

(Tip: visit between June 
and November when there 
is plenty of water).

The views also open up 
west over Perth and the 
suburbs. Some visitors 
claim to be able to see out 
to Rottnest Island on a clear 
day, but I wasn’t that lucky. 
Perth, however, was easily 
identi ed.

The paths were pretty 
busy, with locals who clear-
ly use the trek as a part of 
their regular exercise re-
gime. Others were like me, 
checking it out for the  rst 
time, while some even ap-
peared to be visitors from 
even further away.

Some of them continued 
the whole way to the foot of 
the falls, while others, like 
me, settled for the platform. 
One adventurous guy even 
decided to trek up the north 
side of the falls, from the 
foot, through the shrubbery. 
For the record, I wouldn’t 
recommend it.

Less than 10 minutes 
from the car park (driving) 
are the Kalamunda Farmer 
Markets. 

They run every Sunday, 
from 8am-12noon. These 
are just like regional mar-
kets, with baked goods (the 
croissant was fab), chees-
es, fruit and veg, a chorizo 
and bacon specialist, some 
terri c chilli and feta cheese, 
some innovate dog treats 
and a newcomer specialis-
ing in goat cheese. There 
was even a solo guitarist 
playing some old country 
classics, to help add to the 
atmosphere.

They’re not big markets, 
so you don’t need a lot of 

time to explore all of the 
stalls.

So, it works out that the 
rose themed café, previ-
ously the Rose Heritage 
Gardens, has changed its 
name to Masonmill Gar-
dens. It’s located just 10 
minutes further south, 
down Canning Road.

The name had changed, 
but the gardens are still 
spectacular. It’ll take you 
a while to get from the car 
park to the restaurant. The 
koi pond is full and its ten-
ants will give you a close 
look at their colour and 
size; and there are sev-
eral gardens still very well 
manicured, off ering relax-
ing spots to stroll around, or 
just sit, relax and take in the 
surroundings.

If you have kids with you 
and you can pry them away 
from the koi pond, there is 
a terri c nature-play play-
ground for them to enjoy 
too. Some older kids… al-
right adults… were enjoying 
it as well.

Masonmill Gardens is 
fully licensed, but very 
family friendly. It has inside 
and outside dining options 
(some undercover, some 
not) and can cater for a lot 
of people. There was a bit 
of a wait for our breakfast, 
but it was worth it.

Our table enjoyed the 
full cooked $20.80 (bacon, 
sausages, tomato, mush-
ies, hash brown, eggs, 
toast and house chutney), 
and a bacon and egg roll 
$16.90.

After our walk at the 
falls and through the mar-
kets, needless to say there 
wasn’t a scrap of food left 
on our plates. We’ll have to 
come back one afternoon 
for the wood  red pizzas.

Lesmurdie Falls are in 
the Lesmurdie Falls Na-
tional Park, inside Mundy 
Regional Park. The Falls 
are one of a few that can 
be found along the Darling 
Range Escarpment.

Several walk trails are 
available from here of vary-
ing degrees of diffi  culty, 
Including:

The Falls Trail. 640m re-
turn, Class 2, allow 30 min.

The Shoulder Trail. 
1.5km return, Class 3, al-
low 1hr.

The Cascade Trail. 300m 
return, Class 3, allow 30 
min.

The Foot of the Falls 
Trail. 2km return, Class 3, 
allow 1hr.

The Valley Loop Trail. 
3km return, Class 3, allow 
2hrs.

Left to right; Masonmill Gardens - Kalamunda Farmers Markets - Lesmurdie Falls
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BOOKINGS: The Shire offi  ce 9645 2400 or Peter Ricetti 0427 392 407 (a/h)

QUAIRADING ATTRACTIONS: 
Quairading Nature Reserve - 527 hectares of native bushland west of the town along the 
railway line to York. The reserve contains York Gum, Salmon Gum, Wandoo and Casuarina 
trees, 11 species of orchids, wildlife including the eastern wallaroo, western grey kangaroo, 

echidnas, reptiles and birds. 
Nookaminnie Rock - a large granite rock, provides a view over the town, golf course                     

and surrounding areas. 
Pink lakes - Lies 11 km east of Quairading on the Bruce Rock Road. It is regarded as a 

phenomenon, as certain times in the year one side have a distinctive pink colour whilst the 
other side remains its natural blue. 

The Toapin Weir -12 kilometres northwest of the town, constructed in 1912 to collect 
rainwater runoff to supply the town and irrigate the nearby farms.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 16, 17 & 18 Sept, Feature Artist Day, 22 Sept, NAIDOC Day, 
8 Oct, Quairading Show (with Luke & Ebony Haythornthwaite) 

and 28 Oct, Spring Fling with Sabrina Hahn 

“One of the Best in the Wheatbelt”
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Quairading is located about 170 kms east of Perth 
in Western Australia’s wheatbelt.

Take Time out in Toodyay
Relax in a luxury B&B in the Avon Valley
Within an hour’s drive of magnificent wildflowers

248 Blackwattle Rd, Toodyay Tel: 9574 4086 
Email: blackwattleretreat@westnet.com.au

www.blackwattleretreat.com.au
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MID WEEK BREAKS SPECIAL
*Includes breakfast.  Minimum 2 night stay.
Offer valid Sunday to Thursday inclusive.

$99*PER 
NIGHT

Paradise 
Motor Inn

Friendly & Aff ordable

WINTER SPECIALS 
Free continental breakfast 
with every booking
Phone Louisa for details 9752 1200

6 Pries Avenue, Busselton
Email: paradisemotorinn@bigpond.com

www.paradisemotorinn.com.au

*MENTION 
THIS AD!
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The Perfect Getaway...
...located near 

Middleton Beach, Albany
Short drive to town centre, 

cafes and shops
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom

self contained apartments
from $99 OFF PEAK per night

19-21 Golf Links Rd, 
Middleton Beach, Albany

www.albanyholidayunits.com.au

PH 9841 7817
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*WINTER SPECIAL
STAY 5 NIGHTS 

PAY FOR 4

*Excludes school and public holidays

Limestone Spa cottages with wood res 
overlooking the river valley. 

Trout stocked lakes and river  shing. 
Grass tennis court and 

canoeing. Close to the many
wineries, restaurants and natural                                                                                  

attractions of Pemberton, Manjimup 
and Walpole region.

Contact Paul or Petrina 

9773 1262
info@clover-cottage.com.au

www.clovercottage.net
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Relax at CLOVER COTTAGE
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A JOURNEY through the heart of 
Australia is one that should be sa-
voured. Glimpses of kangaroos graz-
ing while you are dining aboard the 
Indian Paci c or waking to a sunrise 
over the boundless horizons from a 
private cabin on The Ghan – this is 
an experience not to be missed.

Combining the adventure of a true 
outback expedition with the style 
of deluxe travel, a journey on The 
Ghan and Indian Paci c is the de ni-
tive way to discover the people and 
places of Australia. On The Ghan Ex-
pedition, included excursions are of-
fered at Katherine, Alice Springs and 
Coober Pedy off ering unmatched 
access to some of the country’s 
most iconic heartland destinations 
over just four days.

Tour choices include cruising 
along the ancient sandstone cliff s of 
Nitmiluk Gorge or a visiting a cattle 
station on the new Katherine Out-
back Experience. In Alice Springs, 
upgrade to a scenic  ight over Uluru 
and a walk around the base of this 
breathtaking site, before returning to 
Alice for a dinner under the stars. On 

a full-day tour of Coober Pedy, delve 
beneath the surface and explore the 
underground homes and opal mines 
of this unique town.

The Ghan Expedition will be avail-
able on all Darwin to Adelaide de-
partures for an extended six month 
season next year 2017, from 3 May 
to 25 October. 

Or choose to cross the 4352 kilo-
metres from coast-to-coast aboard 
the Indian Paci c. A journey of epic 
proportions, experience the heights 
of the Blue Mountains and the bar-
ren expanse of the Nullarbor Plain, 
travel from cities of four million to 
ghost towns of just four citizens.

Travelling from Perth to Syd-
ney, the journey explores Kalgoor-
lie’s Great Golden Mile, stops for a 
morning Outback Experience on the 
Nullarbor (new from 1 April 2017), 
visit the food and wine mecca of 
Adelaide and the remarkable town 
of Broken Hill. Travelling westward 
from Sydney to Perth, the itinerary 
features an optional afternoon in 
the renowned Barossa Valley wine 
region and dinner under the stars 

at the remote Nullarbor outpost of 
Rawlinna.

Exceptional food, wine and ser-
vice are all part of this outback ad-
venture travelling aboard The Ghan 
or Indian Paci c. The all-inclusive 
fares mean private cabin accom-
modation, onboard dining and Off  
Train Excursions are all taken care 
of, making it the most relaxing way 
to travel through outback Australia.

To take advantage of the amaz-
ing journeys on off er, book now 
and save with Advance Purchase 
fares. Available for all-inclusive 
Gold Service travel on selected de-
partures, Advance Purchase fares 
off er incredible savings of up to 
$1200 per couple on the Indian Pa-
ci c (03/09/17 to 28/11/17, Perth to 
Sydney or v.v.) or save up to $1420 
per couple on The Ghan Expedition 
(03/05/17 to 25/10/17, Darwin to 
Adelaide) when booking at least six 
months prior to travel. 

For further details or to book con-
tact the WA Visitor Centre on freecall 
1800 812 808 or email at wa@ausvc.
com.au

Journey beyond with the Ghan and Indian Paci c

THE WILDFLOWER season is fast ap-
proaching and Aussie Redback Tours 
have a number of one day and four day 
tours and a seven-day tour with wild ower 
guide. 

Some of the day tours include Araluen 
Tulip Festival, New Norcia Wild owers, 
Southern Wild owers and Perth Hills Wild-
 owers and all of the day tours include 
morning tea and lunch. People won’t  nd 
much better value than that.

They also have two Northern Wild ow-
ers and two Southern Wild owers tours, 
both over four days, seeing some of the 
state’s best wild ower regions. 

Redback are also running a seven day 
Mt Augustus – Kennedy Range tour at 
Wild ower time. This tour will cover the 
Murchison area of WA, which includes 
two nights at Mt Augustus, the beautiful 
Lyons River with its amazing river gums, 

the Magical Kennedy Range, an ancient 
landscape, Gascoyne Junction and the 
delightful Gascoyne River. They will visit 
Quobba with its dramatic coastline, which 
is absolutely stunning.

In September they will be also con-
ducting a 14-day Pilbara Magic Tour. See 
the amazing Pilbara in all its glory. Visit 
Karijini National Park, Hamersley Gorge, 
the Chichester Ranges, Millstream Na-
tional Park, Burrup Peninsula, Cossack, 
Exmouth, Ningaloo Marine Park, Coral 
Bay and much more. This tour includes 
a Sunset Dampier cruise, Sunset Kalbarri 
cruise, Yardie Creek cruise and a tour of 
the Mt Whaleback mine in Newman. 

For more information and the latest bro-
chure call Aussie Redback Tours on 1300 
662 026 or email aussieredbacktours@
yahoo.com.au  All our tours are fully ac-
commodated.

RESIDENTS and visitors to the Peel region are invited to 
take part in Peel Paddling Carnival which runs from 1 to 
30 September and experience the diversity of Peel re-
gion’s waterways, paddling trails and clubs.

The carnival is an annual event that off ers a variety of 

paddling opportunities suitable for new and experienced 
paddlers with a number of events geared especially to 
the older adult. Most of the events are free.

Special events for seniors include  at water rafting on 
Saturday 10 September. The event is hosted by Dwellin-
gup Adventures and is followed by hot soup and a sau-
sage sizzle. Book on 9538 1127.

The Mandurah Over 55s Canoe Club is hosting social 
paddles on Monday 5 and 21 September. The Mandurah 
Murray Vietnam Veterans Group is also hosting social 
paddles on the 8 and 22 September. Details available in 
the full program on line.

Other activities include a selection of have-a-go events 
and recreational, sport, eco and skills workshop events.

The carnival is coordinated by Canoe Trail Friends of 
Mandurah and Pinjarra in partnership with local busi-
nesses, paddling clubs and groups and various local 
government agencies. 

For full program details and contact information visit 
the Peel Paddling Carnival website at www.peelpad-
dlingcarnival.my club.org.au or pick up a  yer from a Visi-
tor Information Centre in Mandurah or Dwellingup. 

The Peel region is the paddling capital of WA
- come and have a go during September

Over 55 rafting at Dwellingup Peel Paddling Carnival

Aussie Redback wild ower tours

FOR THE Noongar people 
in Australia’s southwest 
region, August marks the 
beginning of the Djilba 
season. Characterised by 
the blooming of wild ow-
ers, this is the time when, 
traditionally, the Noongar 
people would journey to 
the coast. The blistery 
winds are starting to slow 
down – making way for 
the warmer weather peri-
od. It’s the season of new 
life in the country – Djilba 
is the Noongar season of 
conception. 

Local birds are start-
ing to nest, preparing for 
their new chicks to arrive 
and wild owers are start-
ing to open - painting the 
country in beautiful vivid 

hues. It’s time for the male 
emus to ‘take a seat’ on 
their eggs – traditionally, 
emu eggs were gathered 
and sometimes the emus 
were hunted.

This year, the Makuru 
season (June, July) has 
fuelled the country with 
lots of rain, triggering an 
early burst of plant life 
such as golden wattles 
and kangaroo paw. Local 
native plants and  owers 
were used by the Ab-
original people long be-
fore European settlement 
and each new season 
delivers a wide variety of 
‘produce’ - more than just 
food or medicine, many 
plants were a resource 
material, used to make 

hunting, foraging and 
other tools.

Towards the end of Djil-
ba, when the baby swans 
are out on the water, there 
will be other plants like 
Boronia in  ower. It’s all 
part of nature’s cycle – 
everything is connected 
and carefully balanced.

The Noongar people of 
Western Australia have 
six seasons - Birak (De-
cember, January), Bunuru 
(February, March), Djeran 
(April, May), Makuru 
(June, July), Djilba (Au-
gust, September) and 
Kambarang (October, 
November). The Noongar 
people spent the summer 
months along the coast 
and the winter months 
inland using plants that 
were in season along the 
way.

Throughout Western 
Australia, there are local 
Aboriginal guides taking 
visitors on tours which 
venture deep into the 
ancient roots and tradi-
tional uses of wild owers 
– tours that are coloured 
with spectacular land-
scapes and panoramas 
of vivid, colourful carpets. 
For more information, visit 
www.waitoc.com.

Wild ower season is ‘Djilba’ season

Foraging for wild ower bush tucker in Australia’s 
south west

IF you’re thinking about tak-
ing a holiday this year, these 
gorgeous destinations of-
fer plenty of serenity and 
relaxation away from the 
crowds. 

Tropical Island Escape, 
Vanuatu  

This stunning island des-
tination is perfect for those 
who want to experience 
a tropical holiday without 
breaking the bank. 

Vanuatu has many relax-
ing resorts to choose from. 
You can stay in a resort 
close to the small hub of 
Port Vila (try Erakor or Iririki) 
or escape to one of the out-
lying islands, like Tanna or 
Espiritu Santo.

Thanks to its tropical cli-
mate, any time is a great 
time to visit Vanuatu.
Rocky Mountaineer Train 
Journey, US and Canada 

What could be better 
than relaxing back, watch-
ing the scenery go by and 
having everything you need 
at your  ngertips?

Riding the Rocky Moun-
taineer is an incredible ex-
perience, with magni cent 
mountain and forest scen-

ery to view, and stop-off s 
including Seattle, Vancou-
ver, Whistler and Lake Lou-
ise/Banff . 

Milford Sound Stay, 
New Zealand  

If nature (and perhaps 
a touch of adventure) is 
your thing, you’ll discover a 
wealth of tranquillity and fun 
in New Zealand’s beautiful 
Milford Sound. 

The dedicated lodge 
here sits beneath the Dar-
ran Mountains and off ers 
everything from camping to 
cabins to luxury chalets. 

During the day, you can 
do anything you like – go on 
a wandering hike, glide on 
a kayak or even take a day 
cruise. And at night, simply 
dine away or relax under 
the stars.

Big City Break, 
Switzerland 

Contrary to many as-
sumptions, breaks in a big 
city don’t necessarily have 
to be noisy and crowded. 
Zurich is a stunning city that 
off ers a rich cultural scene, 
excellent food, luxury 
shopping, and a generally 
peaceful atmosphere. 

Tranquil holiday escapes for lovers of peace and quiet
Walking and cycling 

through the streets is easy 
in Zurich, and a bundle of 
tours (food tours, trolley 
tours, Old Town tours, Seg-
way tours) are readily avail-
able if you want to do some 
city exploring. 

For the more adven-
turous, escaping into the 
surrounding Swiss Alps is 
entirely possible. Tours are 
great options if you’re un-
sure how to get there, and 
activities like skiing, hiking, 
taking the train, riding the 
cable car and dining at high 
altitudes are easy as pie. 

InsureandGo off ers com-
prehensive and aff ordable 
travel insurance cover for 
travellers up to the age of 
100. Call the friendly team 
on 1300 552 701 to  nd out 
more and quote ‘havea-
Go10’ to save 10 per cent. 

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance 
Company, Limited, ABN 49 000 
525 637, issues InsureandGo 
Travel Insurance poicies. Please 
read the combined product 
disclosure statement and  -
nancial services guide available 
at www.insureandgo.com.au/
policy-wordings.html to decide 
if the insurance is right for you.
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Shire of Lake Grace
• Lake Grace • Newdegate • Lake King 
• Varley • Pingaring

www.lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
p: (08) 9865 2140   e: lgvisitorscentre@westnet.com.au

•  Art, Culture, History, 
Wildfl owers and 
Natural Beauty
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Book your stay at Kooljaman, where every guest is family 

and you are always welcome home.
www.kooljaman.com.au

Ph 9192 4970  Email reservations@kooljaman.com.au
Kooljaman is proudly owned by the Bardi Communities of Djarindjin and Ardyaloon.

EXPERIENCE  |  EXPLORE  |  CONNECT  |  LEARN  |  PLAY  |   RELAX

Kooljaman
                                    at Cape Leveque
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Located on the Great Eastern Highway 

Over 20 powered sites, separate tent area 

En-suite powered site for disabled persons 

2 ablu  on blocks 

Campers kitchen, Recrea  on room, 
Laundry and BBQs 

Comfortable, fully equipped motel accommoda  on 
for singles, families and couples. 

Within walking distance of 2 service sta  ons and the CBD

For more informa  on

P: 9094 1212

Email: caravanpark@yilgarn.wa.gov.au

Or visit www.yilgarn.wa.gov.au

Southern Cross Caravan Park 
& Sandalwood Motel 
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 Go Ona Bus

Go Ona Bus offers a number of different group 
tours, contact us for your next group outing.

 Pickup is from your club location.
9453 3843

Email: info@goonabus.com.au     www.goonabus.com.au   

Specialising in groups and clubs
H
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3 DAY WILDFLOWERS TOUR
6-8 September  $500pp twin share
Includes 2 nights accommodation,

daily tours with a wild ower expert, luxury coach,
all meals plus night time entertainment.

SOUTH EAST DISCOVERY TOUR
11-14 October 

$800pp twin share, single supp available 
Fun  lled 4 day tour visiting a variety of locations with 
wild ower walks with local guide. This is a new tour 
we put together with local farmers and operators to 
showcase the beautiful Southern Wheatbelt area.

3 DAY WHEATBELT EXPERIENCE TOUR
18-20 October  $500pp twin share

Small elite private tour with maximum of 8 passengers.
Includes 2 nights accommodation, all meals,
daily tours visiting many wheatbelt locations

and attractions plus wild owers unique to this area.

 Individuals or couples welcome.
Call the of ce for a detailed itinerary. 

HISTORIC WOOLSHED 
In 1912 a huge 12-stand oregon 
and corrugated iron woolshed 
was constructed where up to 

20,000 sheep were shorn in the 
station’s hey-day. The Nyang 

wool shed is part of the historic 
Wool Wagon Way which leads 

through the Murchison and 
Pilbara regions to the old port 

of Onslow.

PERMANENT FRESH 
WATER POOL

When the weather is really warm, 
nothing beats a swim in our 

fresh-water pool which is up to 
two kilometres long most of the 
year. Use our kayaks and either 
burn up some kilojoules or just 
drift along taking in the terrain 
and the bird-life. Over 70 bird 
species have been recorded.

EMU CREEK STATION  1 Nyang Rd, (off North West Coastal Hwy) Barradale 
Located near the Yannerie River Bridge  PHONE: 9943 0534

Email: emucreekstation@hotmail.com  www.emucreekstation.com

NATURAL WONDERS
Emu Creek Station has 

something for everyone who 
loves wide open spaces with 
very few people but lots of 
interesting wildlife and big 
skies. If it’s wild owers, 
geology, birds, the iconic 

kangaroos and emus, insects or 
lizards which revs your motor, 
you’ll love Emu Creek Station.

An exciting station-stay experience located in the 
heart of the Western Australian Pilbara region
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We have accommodation and meals available. 
Caravans, camper trailers and tents/swags are welcome too...
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A wide range of accommodation is available throughout the area 
complemented by picnic areas, wineries and walk trails.

Seasonal fruit can be bought from roadside stalls and during spring 
the area is renowned for its wide range of wild owers.

2016 Chittering Wild ower Festival, Bindoon
Friday 16 - Sunday 18 September, 10am-4pm

Festival programme available on our website.

Chittering Visitor Centre
6180 Great Northern Hwy, Bindoon

Ph 9576 1100  Email bindinfo@iinet.net.au
www.chittering.travel
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Just one hour from Perth, travel 
through the rural landscape 

of the historic Chittering Valley 
for a weekend escape or day 

visit to Bindoon. 

KALBARRI Wild ower 
season, 2016, is set to 
be the best in a long time. 
Excellent May – July rain-
fall has paved the way for 

the National Park to be a 
blaze of colour. There are 
more than 800 species of 
wild owers in and around 
the park and even into 

Visit Kalbarri for bumper wild owers which are blooming now

town on the golf course, 
as well as along the sce-
nic coastal walking trails. 
Locals are saying this 
season is best in more 
than 20 years.

August onwards is the 
very best time to visit 
Kalbarri with a very mild 
winter (a lot warmer than 
Perth and down south) 
and the time when you 
see some of the best 
wild owers. Fields of 
everlastings, native or-
chids, Banksias, kanga-
roo paws, Thryptomene, 
cats paws, star owers, 
feather owers and 12 
O’Clocks are just a few of 
the many  owers people 
are likely to experience. 
It really promises to be 
a wonderful wild ower 
season and a must to at 
least get away from Perth 
and down south’s wet 
and cold weather. 

Later in the season 
people will see many 

wattles, Hakeas, Grevil-
leas, Verticordias and Le-
schenaultias. The coastal 
areas of the National Park 
boast plants such as the 
Murchison Rose which 
can only be found in Kal-
barri.  

Another feature of 
the holiday is watching 
the annual migration of 
approximately 22,000 
humpback whales as 
they pass the Kalbarri 
coastline (June to No-
vember) heading north 
to better feeding grounds 
and then August on-
wards after a good feed 
in warmer waters they 
begin to make the return 
journey back to Antarc-
tica. The average adult 
humpback is 14 – 18 me-
tres in length, weighs up 
to 50 tonnes and swims 
at about 7km per hour. 
So they are not hard to 
spot and to watch for a 
while from the many sce-

nic vantage points along 
the coastline near Kal-
barri township.  

Kalbarri Edge Resort is 
the perfect place to base 
your holiday in the centre 
of the seaside township.  
Choose a room upstairs 
with a view or downstairs 
for easy access. Treat 
yourself to a king bed (or 
twin king singles). The 
spa suite has a separate 
lounge area and also a 
private balcony with out-
door dining area and bar-
becue. Kalbarri is great for 
outdoor dining on warm, 
mild evenings. The resort 
is rated four stars and 
people will be pleasantly 
surprised with all the re-
sort features and quality 
room amenities. If you de-
cide not to cook there is a 
restaurant open for break-
fast and dinner and also 
plenty of other choices 
of eateries around town. 
Visitors must try of course 

some local seafood while 
in Kalbarri as this was the 
original industry in town 
and is still a thriving part 
of the local economy. Lo-
cal lobster, snapper, dhu 
 sh and emperor are often 
available fresh from the 
boats at the  sherman’s 
jetty. 

There is of course 
heaps more to do in Kal-
barri, so if possible visitors 
should stay at least  ve 
nights. Enjoy walking on 
the beach and the sce-
nic trails down towards 
the coastal gorges. Treat 
yourself to a scenic  ight 
to Monkey Mia or out 
to the incredible Abrol-
hos islands. Meander 
through the shops with a 
diff erence around town. 
Take a boat ride on the 
Reef Walker boat or the 
River Queen up the river. 
Spring, which begins early 
in Kalbarri, is the very best 
weather with average 

daytime temperatures up 
around 26 degrees and 
mild nights. Such a great 
time to get your body and 
soul defrosted after the 
colder weather in Perth 
and further south. 

There is at present a 
great seniors special of-
fering free room upgrade 
to spa suite with king bed, 
free restaurant breakfast 
daily, a welcome drink 
upon arrival, courtesy 
bus transfers for those 
who  arrive on Trans WA 
and a discount voucher 
for dinner in the restau-
rant. The best special is 
$66.50 per person per 
night which off ers all of 
those features mentioned. 
The spa suites have a full 
kitchen if people want to 
cater for their own meals 
and they also have their 
own private balcony with 
outdoor setting and bar-
becue. Even better idea, 
try catching a  sh such 
as whiting, bream, tailor 
or mulloway (which are 
plentiful all year round) 
and barbecue it fresh that 
evening. 

Free call the resort on 
1800 286 155 to book 
or email them on info@
kalbarriedge.com.au, for 
details and prices on all 
the packages go to www.
kalbarriedge.com.au  and 
click on rates/deals.

At Kalbarri Edge they-
promise people one thing 
– Kalbarri You’ll Love it.

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

WA WILDFLOWERS
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KALBARRI EDGE RESORT

Edge Seniors Deals!
Luxury accommodation
$66.50 per person per night...
that is less than half price!

Includes FREE restaurant breakfast daily
FREE courtesy coach pick up and Rainbow Jungle transfers
FREE welcome drink
FREE upgrade to spa suite. Min 2 persons (single supp. $60)  
And FREE desserts when having dinner at Edge Restaurant 
(with main course)

BOOK NOW
www.kalbarriedge.com.au
info@kalbarriedge.com.au

1800 286 155

Luxury new resort next to town centre
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Wildflowers 
down south

12 Little Colin Street, Busselton
bookings@capeviewapartments.com.au

www.capeviewapartments.com.au

Call us on 08 9755 4388

Book online at
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WONGAN HILLS VISITOR CENTRE 
PH: 9671 1973 Email: wongantourism@westnet.com.au

VISIT THE WONGAN HILLS 
VISITOR CENTRE 

Open: 9am-5pm, Sat & Sun 10-2pm
The Station, Wongan Rd, Wongan Hills 

Wongan Hills just two hours from Perth, 
call into the Visitor Centre for up to date 

information on the best places to  nd our 
many wild owers, enjoy our many 
beautiful walk trails and reserves. 

‘A Wild ower Adventure’ well worth a visit.
Reynoldson Reserve Festival

28, 29 30 October 2016
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Wildflower Tour; Dalwallinu, Cervantes & Geraldton  
29 August - 1 September,  $1120 per person
Elizabeth Quay & Perth Zoo 
Wednesday 17 August,  Adults $100  Seniors $95
Nannup Garden Festival
Saturday 20 August,  Adults $70  Seniors $65
Dowerin Field Day
Wednesday 24 August,  Adults $65  Seniors 60
Ballingup Medieval Carnivale
Saturday 27 August,  $25 per person
DAY TOURS   EXTENDED TOURS   CHARTERS

ROYAL 
GALA TOURS

1300 233 556
royalgala@bigpond.com 
www.royalgalatours.com.au

10% OFF 
Wildflower Tours
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Servicing • Repairs • Spare parts
Insurance work • Accessories

Solar Systems • Alterations • Awnings
We also manufacture composite panels

For all your Caravan, Motor home, or Camper
trailer needs. Secure indoor accommodation

if your van needs to spend the night.
PHONE 9206 4933

Unit 13/21 Warman St, Neerabup WA 6031
admin@joondalupcaravanrepairs.com.au

Joondalup Caravan Repairs
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Ravensthorpe Wild ower Show 
and Spring Festival

13-24 September, 9am-4pm
Wild ower Show will featuring more than 700 
diff erent species, Eve Green’s Bush Bizo and 

Sue Leighton’s creative masterpiece 
The Lady plus Devonshire teas and hot soups.
Spring Festival highlights; Pipe band Ceilidh, 

guided bush walks, 4WD tag-a-long tours, 
gala dinner with guest host Sabrina Hahn

Phone (08) 9835 7034 or visit
www.wild owersravensthorpe.org.au
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by Brad Elborough

FIRST, the disclaimer. If you 
are wowed only by the big-
gest and  ercest creatures 
in the animal kingdom, then 
the Peel Zoo isn’t for you.

You won’t  nd any lions, 
elephants, rhinos, or croco-
diles here. There are no po-
lar bears, or pandas. And 
the only tiger you’ll come 
across is the spotted tailed 
tiger quoll. It’s a carnivore 
(meat eater), like its name-
sake, but it’s generally the 
size of a domestic cat, not 
something you’ll see in a 
Katy Perry  lm clip eating 
a human whole (reference 
to the video for her song 
‘Roar’).

What you will  nd at Peel 
Zoo though are a couple 
of hundred animals that 
appear just as keen to see 
you, as you are them.

The young emus, for 
example, pretty much mir-
rored me as I walked along 
the outside of their enclo-
sure. I even tried to trick 
them by doubling back in 
the opposite direction, but 
they were on to me. 

As a keen viewer of the 
Net ix series Zoo, where 
the animal kingdom is start-
ing to  ght back against the 
human race and take over 
the planet, I must admit 
there were a few nervous 
moments. These guys 
seemed organised.

But what could these 
cute little emus do? Plus 
it’s only a television show, 
not a documentary (I kept 
reminding myself).

Some of the tenants at 
Peel Zoo share the walk-
ways with you. I’d swear a 
few of the ducks followed 
me during my entire stay. It 
was almost like I had a pri-
vate escort. 

And when I was looking 
for the toilets, the peacocks 
were more than happy to 
help me  nd my way. In 
fact, a few of them were 
perched above the entry 
of the WC, which I could 
easily locate while walking 
around the zoo. I almost ex-
pected them to off er me a 
hand towel on my way out.

Rest assured though, 
that although this is a wild-
life sanctuary, you don’t 
spend your visit walking 
among the animals while 
they scatter around freely 
among you. The majority of 
them are in enclosures.

Not that there isn’t a 
chance to interact. There 
are a couple of walk-
through areas (there’s a 
kangaroo petting area 
and a walk-in aviary) and 
if you’re in the right place 
at the right time, one of 
the keepers may off er a 
chance to touch, pet, or 
even hold one of the ani-
mals.

I had no such luck the 
day I visited though, as the 
bad weather meant many 
of the animals were doing 
their best to stay out of the 
rain.

Surprisingly though, I 
did still see most of the 
animals, including one of 
my favourites at any zoo, 
the Tasmanian Devil. 

The enclosures are such 
that those calling them 
home can still protect 
themselves while we get a 
good view of them. 

If you follow the news 
and saw the story recently 
where one of the dingoes 
bit one of the keepers, 
there is no need for alarm; 
the animals provide no 
danger to guests (provid-
ing you keep your  ngers 
and hands where they are 
supposed to be).

Peel Zoo claims to be a 
boutique zoo and wildlife 
sanctuary. 

It’s a family owned and 
run and couple Narelle 
MacPherson and David 
Cobbold were both up to 
their eyeballs in work the 
day I was on site. They 
are not alone though, with 
keepers and volunteers 
helping out. And if you 
have some spare time, 
there are opportunities (in-
formation is on their web-
site) where you can assist.

They have developed a 
terri c tourist destination 
and (as someone who has 
been involved in travel and 
tourism in WA for nearly 
two decades) I am embar-
rassed to declare I had not 
visited before.

The stroll around Peel 
Zoo is very relaxing.

It’s nowhere near the 
size of its equivalent found 
in the city, and it provides 
the ability to walk around it 
without feeling as though 
you are in a rush to avoid 
the risk of not seeing ev-
erything.

In fact, I found myself 
spending more time in 
front of enclosures check-

ing out the owls, parrots, 
quokkas and kangaroos, 
that I would any of the ex-
hibitions in Perth.

And if you have young-
sters, or those technolog-
ically savvy with you, at 
Peel Zoo they don’t need 
to leave their electronic 
device in the car (locked 
up, of course).

Each of the enclosures 
at Peel Zoo features a QR 
(quick response) code. 
You need to download 
the reader (on iPhone or 
Android device) before 
you get to the zoo. 

You can then just scan 
the boxed code with your 
device and you will be di-
verted to a website that 
provides you with a heap 
of information about the 
animals that are inside, as 
well as some information 
on its importance to the 
Noongar culture.

It’s like having your 
very own keeper or do-
cent follow you around 
during your visit.

Or you can just take 
your time and pretend 
that the animals are talk-
ing to you, like I do!

Peel Zoo is located 
10 minutes from Man-
durah, behind Pinjarra 
Golf Course (on Pinjarra 
Road).

It is open daily 10am-
4pm on weekdays, 9am-
5pm on weekends, pub-
lic holidays and during 
school holidays.

There is limited food 
and drink available for 
sale and there is a barbe-
cue and picnic area.

Tickets: Adult (16yo+) 
$23; Child (3-15yo) $12; 
Australian Senior $17.50; 
Family ticket (2 adults and 
2 children) $60.   

www.peelzoo.com.au.

Discover a boutique zoo and wildlife sanctuary 
in the heart of the Peel region

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

WA WILDFLOWERS

#BloomFestival
#HiddenTreasuresoftheGreatSouthern
Like us on Facebook
www.hiddentreasures.com.au

2016 SEPTEMBER 16
TO OCTOBER 16
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The Hidden Treasures of the Great Southern 2016 Bloom Festival celebrates all things 
Spring with more than 50 events and tours on off er.

Wildfl ower displays, guided tours, open gardens, workshops, local produce, 
art exhibitions, craft activities and more!

presented by Act-Belong-Commit
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Geraldton Visitor Centre
www.visitgeraldton.com.au
(08) 9956 6670
246 Marine Terrace, Geraldton

Plan your 
wildflower 
adventure 

now! 
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Phone Anne & Dave 9938 2524
Web: www.drummondcove.com   Email: holidays@drummondcove.com

DRUMMOND COVE
HOLIDAY PARK

Panoramic Ocean Views
1633 NW Coastal Hwy, Buller 

-10 mins North of Geraldton
Nestled in tranquil bushland
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• Self contained park homes
• Budget cabins      • Free gas BBQ 
• Miles of beach      • Dogs allowed  
• Disabled facilities    • Caravan sites
• Shop       • Liquor store
• Swimming pool      • Book online
• S/C RVs and campers $120/week

Discover Wildflowers 
in the Southern Forests
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The southwest corner of West Australia is known to be a biodiversity hotspot 
with a wide variety of unique orchids and  owers native to this region.
For info on trails, tours, events and maps, contact our Visitor Centres:
Manjimup     9771 1831 www.manjimupwa.com
Pemberton  9776 1133  www.pembertonvisitor.com.au
Northcliffe    9776 7203  www.northcliffevisitorcentre.com.au
Walpole      9840 1111  www.walpole.com.au
Blooming Wild Festival 3 Sep - 20 Nov 2016
Facebook: Blooming Wild-Southern Forests and Valleys
Website: www.bloomingwild owers.com.au
www.southernforests.com.au

The Moresby Range is the gateway from Geraldton 
with a range of self drive day trips including overnight 

and short term camp sites on the way.  
Enjoy our carpets of wild owers, heritage, cottage 
tourism activities and local facilities; BBQs & picnic 

areas, playgrounds, toilets, dump point.
www.chapmanvalley.wa.gov.au

Connecting visitors from the 
wild owers of the Midwest to 

the coast of Coronation Beach.
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THE world-renowned 
Bibbulmun Track gives 
people the opportunity to 
get right into the bush for 
a closer view of some of 
the best wild ower dis-
plays in WA.  Experience 
a spectacle of colour and 
gain an interesting in-

sight into this biodiversity 
hotspot.  More than 2,000 
species of plants can be 
seen along the track.

The Bibbulmun Track in 
Western Australia stretch-
es over 1000kms from 
Kalamunda in the Perth 
Hills to Albany on the 

south coast.  From giant 
boulders, to magni cent 
ancient forests of jarrah, 
karri and tingle, coastal 
heathlands and spectacu-
lar views, the track passes 
through some of the most 
diverse and unique areas 
of Australia’s south west.

As people step onto the 
Bibbulmun Track at the 
Northern Terminus in Ka-
lamunda and begin their 
journey into the botanical 
region of the jarrah forest. 

The jarrah forest is 
found on the Darling 
Plateau and during the 
months of July to October 
comes alive with a stun-
ning and colourful variety 
of native  owers. 

The soil on the slopes 
is very shallow so most of 
the plants are low grow-
ing and form a dense, co-

lourful, heath-like carpet, 
except where outcrops 
of ancient granite poke 
through giving a strong 
contrast to wild owers.

The  rst vibrant colours 
of the  owering season 
are the purples of hovea 
and the golden yellows of 
wattles.  Donkey Orchids 
can start  owering as 
early as July and bloom 
in clumps of yellow and 
brown heads that appear 
to have large donkey-like 
ears. 

Further east, the track 
will take you through typi-
cal spindly jarrah forest 
that has been harvested 
within the last 20 years.  
When you move from the 
typical red, pea gravel 
plateau of the jarrah forest 
along the edge of the Hel-
ena Valley, you descend 
through a small valley of 
deep, loamy soils that is 
wooded with wandoo and 
yarri (WA blackbutt). 

The wandoo are a very 
white barked tree, which 
stand out beautifully from 
the darker tree. 

The yarri have deeply 
furrowed grey bark, 
graceful weepy leaves 
and can grow to an enor-
mous 45m high. Below 
them the understory 

plants usually grow lush 
and thick, with soapbush, 
and yellow wattles and 
brightly coloured peas 
such as chorizemas and 
kennedias being very 
common.

Heading further south, 
the Bibbulmun Track 
parallels the Albany High-
way and crosses over 
and passes granite out-
crops. These areas are 
like rocky islands within 
the surrounding forests 
or bush-land and, like is-
lands, they usually have 
a unique range of plants 
and animals that are quite 
diff erent from their sur-
rounds. The granite has 
long spikes of  uff y pink 
and grey  owers.

From the Collie Valley 
southwards the jarrah 
forest receives more rain 
so the understory shrubs 
can be denser and lusher 
and some types are also 
found in karri forests. 

The richer soils sup-
port water bush, named 
for its abundance of  ne 
toothed leaves that have 
the ability to hold drop-
lets of water that will soak 
a passing walker to the 
skin.

At Karri Gully, on the 
Brockman Highway be-

tween Bridgetown and 
Nannup, jarrah forest 
gives way to karri and 
introduces a range of 
new understory  owering 
shrubs to walkers. 

The tall karri hazel with 
soft oak shaped leaves 
and karri wattle with fern-
like leaves and pale lem-
on wattle  owers.

For the plant lover it 
is a joy to walk the Bib-
bulmun Track along the 
south coast from Sep-
tember until the summer 
sets in. 

The vegetation is gen-
erally thick and low so 
views into the hinterland 
and across the ocean 
are mostly uninterrupted 
and the foreground of 
brightly coloured  ower-
ing shrubs sets the scene 
off  to a tee.

The colours that con-
tribute to this cheerful 
scene are the yellows 
and golds of coastal or 
shark’s tooth wattle, cut 
leaf hibbertia and the 
common but very grace-
ful Bossiaea Linophylla, 
a pea  ower that has no 
common name. 

Adding splashes of 
blue and mauve are shin-
ing feather  owers and 
the native wisteria.

Experience a spectacle of colour and gain insight into a WA biodiversity hotspot
The wild ower season 

starts in the north around 
late July and gradually 
blossoms from then on 
heading south. 

September and Octo-
ber tend to be the peak 
times but this can be ear-
lier or later depending on 
the season in any particu-
lar year. 

The  owers vary along 
the track in terms of vari-
ety, abundance and sea-
son.

Walking the Bibbulmun 
Track is a perfect way 
to immerse yourself in a 
dazzling display of plants 
and wild owers.  

It is easy to access and 
easy to navigate.  

People who wish to 
venture out; the Bibbul-
mun Track Foundation 
sells essential maps and 
guidebooks, and pro-
vides a wealth of informa-
tion and advice.  

Also available is a 
handy guide, Wild ow-
ers of the Northern Bib-
bulmun Track and Jarrah 
Forests which detail more 
than 300 of the most 
common wild owers 
found along the northern 
half of the Track. 

Or for those people 
unsure where to start, 
the foundation includes 
guided wild ower walks 
in its seasonal calendar 
of events. 

The foundation also 
organises walking and 
accommodation mini 
breaks in various loca-
tions along the Track.  

There are town-to-
town tours, where 
people can complete 
sections of the track in 
comfort, as well as the 
popular all-inclusive 
eight-day highlights of 
the Bibbulmun Track 
tour.  

One participant shared 
his experience on the 
track, “I have walked 
in many places around 
Australia and been on 
many wild ower tours 
with other companies, 
BUT the wild owers 
here were insane!  

“The variety, the colour, 
the abundance – they 
were everywhere you 
looked.  

“You promised wild-
 owers, and you deliv-
ered.”

Their current calendar 
of events includes wild-
 ower walks and off ers 
a variety of events for all 
ages and  tness levels.  

A copy can be ob-
tained by phoning                                      
9481 0551, email: friends@
bibbulmuntrack.org.au or 
online at https://www.bib-
bulmuntrack.org.au

Walkers and wattle

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

WA WILDFLOWERS
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Accommodation | Travel Bookings
Tours | Visitor Information

Souvenirs

www.kalgoorlietourism.com

1800 004 653
Corner of Hannan and 
Wilson St, Kalgoorlie
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Boulder Cup
Sun 18 Sep 2016

TABtouch
Hannans Handicap

Thu 22 Sep 2016

XXXX Gold
Kalgoorlie Cup
Sun 25 Sep 2016

ouch
Handicap

XXXX Gold
Kalgoorlie Cup

Tickets on sale at www.kbrc.com.au

Race Round 2016
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YALGOO CARAVAN PARK
Tel: 08 9962 8472  

cpark@yalgoo.wa.gov.au

Start your outback adventure with a stop at 
Yalgoo; a historic town offering  unique 

attractions, abundance of native wildlife 
and proli c seasonal wild owers. Visit the 

fascinating Jokers Tunnel carved through solid 
rock by early prospectors or drive the short 

distance to Paynes Find to see the only working 
Gold Battery left in WA. From late July to 

September carpets of white, cream, yellow and 
pink everlastings  ll the timeless landscape.  
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DOUBLE, TWIN & FAMILY ROOMS
PENSION RATE ON SITES

PET FRIENDLY        DUMP POINT

YALGOO

Esperance Island View Apartments 
offers self-contained accomm with an 
idyllic beachfront location. Guests enjoy 
free WiFi and on-site parking. 
Apartments include heating, BBQ, fully 
equipped kitchen, oven, microwave, 
private bathroom with hairdryer and 
complimentary toiletries. 

PH: 9072 0044  14-15 The Esplanade, Esperance
Email: admin@esperanceapartments.com.au

For further info visit www.esperanceapartments.com.au

H
A

G
N

#026/293

THE WILD outback his-
tory of Western Australia 
played a highly impor-
tant role in shaping the 
future of the entire state. 

As well as a rich Indig-
enous history and heri-
tage, the Golden Out-
back is the birth place of 
Western Australia’s gold 
rush era, and where the 
early pastoral pioneers 
laid the foundations for 
today’s agricultural in-
dustry.

Take an incred-
ible journey of discov-
ery through the outback 
history of Western Aus-
tralia and experience 
the unique history and 
ancient cultures of the 
Golden Outback’s Indig-
enous communities.

Learn how the lure of 
gold brought thousands 
of fortune seekers to the 
Kalgoorlie and Murchi-
son Gold elds in the late 
1800s. 

Many of the towns 
people see today, began 
life as gold rush settle-
ments and still retain 
their old-world charm. 

Others have long been 
abandoned and all that 
remains are eerie ghost 
towns and ruins.

The region’s agricul-
tural history is just as co-
lourful, and people can 
follow in the footsteps of 
the hardy pioneers who 
ventured deep into the 
outback and developed 
the untamed land for 
pastoral farming.

Why not visit some of 
the Golden Outback’s 
many historical sites, 
museums and heritage 
trails that off er amazing 
insights into the lives of 
the brave and coura-
geous who shaped the 
outback history of West-
ern Australia.

Indigenous history 
and culture

The Indigenous his-
tory and culture of West-
ern Australia’s Golden 
Outback was shaped by 
the ancient tribes who 
have inhabited the re-
gion for many thousands 
of years. 

These include the 
Wongi people of the 
Western Desert and the 
Gold elds, the Yamatji 
people of the Gascoyne-
Murchison region and 
the Noongar people 
from the Wheatbelt and 
Esperance-South Coast. 

Unlike other early ci-
vilisations around the 
world, the Indigenous 
history and culture of 

tribes to other Indige-
nous communities.

Spiritual sites and 
Indigenous art

Western Australia’s 
Golden Outback is rich 
in fascinating Dreamtime 
history. At Mulka’s Cave, 
near Hyden, you can 
learn about the legend of 
Mulka and marvel at well 
preserved examples of 
Indigenous rock art. 

Throughout the Gas-
coyne-Murchison region, 
Indigenous guided tours 
explain how the ancient 
land was shaped by the 
ancestral Dreaming spir-
its. 

And at Mt Augustus, 
you can see the world’s 
largest rock, twice as big 
as Ayers Rock (Uluru), 
and Indigenous rock art 
believed to be 10,000 to 

40,000 years old.
Conservation

Historic Indigenous 
sites are valuable resourc-
es. 

Please help preserve 
these places for future 
generations. Avoid touch-
ing or stepping on the 
area, leave no rubbish be-
hind and do not mark the 
site in any way. 

Indigenous art today
Indigenous art galleries 

and art centres through-
out the region showcase 
the work of local tradition-
al and contemporary In-
digenous artists. In some 
places, you can even 
watch the artists at work.

Authentic Indigenous 
tours

You can explore the 
Indigenous history and 
culture of Western Aus-
tralia’s Golden Outback 
by joining one of the 
many authentic Indig-
enous tours. See Indig-
enous experiences or 
visit www.waitoc.com for 
more details.

Gold rush history
The Western Austra-

lian gold rush began 
with the  rst discovery 
of gold in the late 1890s. 

News of the gold 
spread as fast as the re-
gion’s wild res and soon 
gold prospectors were 
arriving to seek their 
fortune and set up gold 
rush towns in the dusty 
landscapes of the Kal-
goorlie, Gold elds and 
Murchison regions. 

They came slowly at 
 rst, but as the  nds 
grew so too did the 
population. Lonely clus-
ters of tents and rough 

Learning about outback history and culture of the Golden Outback
in the late 1800s with 
fascinating stories of co-
lourful characters who 
ventured bravely into the 
remote plains. 

It was these hardy folk 
who laid the foundations 
for the agricultural and 
pastoral industries that 
still remain strong today.

These early pioneers 
drove mobs of cattle 
and sheep through the 
vast and often waterless 
countryside. 

Along the way, they 
carved out the original 
outback highways which 
now form the region’s 
roads, tracks and trails. 
And as more people 
arrived in the region, 
settlements transformed 
into small townships, 

with donkeys, camels, 
bullocks and horses 
adding to the hustle and 
bustle of these early re-
gional hubs.

You can experience 
the harsh rural life these 
early pastoralists en-
dured by visiting the 
historical sites, heritage 
trails and museums 
throughout the region. 
The Wheatbelt is par-
ticularly rich in histori-
cal towns and artefacts, 
with rusting ploughs, old 
tractors and traditional 
farming equipment 
standing as testimony 
to the early agricultural 
history. 

For more informa-
tion visit www.australias 
goldenoutback.com

bough sheds were soon 
transformed into boom-
ing Western Australian 
gold rush towns. 

Grand hotels lined the 
main streets and bus-
tling town centres soon 
boasted butchers, bak-
ers, schools and church-
es. 

And with the comple-
tion of the Golden Pipe-
line, this arid region was 
given a constant supply 
of fresh water.

Many of the original 
townships remain and 
though the populations 
are not as huge, the 
character buildings and 
museums provide a fas-
cinating glimpse into the 
wild and colourful spirit 
of the gold rush era.

Take a journey of 
discovery, starting at 
Hannans North Tourist 
Mine in Kalgoorlie-Boul-
der and visiting some of 
the region’s many muse-
ums. 

Try your luck at gold 
prospecting and fossick-
ing in the Gold elds. Or 
follow the Golden Quest 
Discovery Trail, leading 
you through the gold 
rush towns of Coolgar-
die, Laverton and Gwa-
lia.

Agricultural history
The agricultural his-

tory of the region begins 

Find us off  the Goldfi elds Highway, 1.5km left from 
the top end of Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie, WA

(08) 9022 1664
hannansnorth@kalgold.com.au
www.hannansnorth.com.au
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Western Australia’s 
Golden Outback was 
not focused on building 
permanent structures 
or clearing the earth to 
cultivate crops. Instead, 
their spiritual beliefs and 
way of life were closely 
bound to the land, sea 
and sky.

The Dreaming
The Dreaming is the 

foundation of Indigenous 
culture and spiritual be-
liefs. 

The ancestral Dream-
ing spirits, who could 
change their form into 
animals, people or any 
physical feature, trav-
elled across the country 
shaping the natural envi-
ronment and establish-
ing religious and moral 
systems for Indigenous 
Australians. 

They also created the 
natural environment, and 
the humans and animal 
species that populated 
the land.

When their work was 
complete, the spirits 
transformed themselves 
into hills and other physi-
cal features, leaving evi-
dence of their presence 
in the natural environ-
ment, where they still 
remain a powerful spiri-
tual force for Indigenous 
Australians.

The Dreaming is not 
just an integral part of the 
Indigenous history and 
culture of Western Aus-
tralia’s Golden Outback, 
it’s also an important 
source of information for 
day-to-day survival. 

Dreaming stories map 
out the location of water, 
places to gather food, 
campsites and signi -
cant landscape features, 
while also linking distant 

From left to right; The smallest hotel in Kalgoorlie - Gold panning is a great activity 
to try at Hannan’s Mine 

Email: reception@bayviewmotel.com.au

Esperance Getaway
Clean, comfortable and affordable
ATTRACTIVE AUTUMN RATES!

Group bookings

31 DEMPSTER ST, ESPERANCE  PH: 9071 1533
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WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

Australia’s Golden Outback
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NORSEMAN
The Gateway to Western Australia

• Nullabor Links Golf Course - the world’s longest golf course
• Tin Camels 

- a tribute to the Camel Trains that carried mail and freight
• Beacon Hill - Enjoy a walk trail and panoramic views of Norseman 
• Phoenix Tailings Dump

- resembles a topless pyramid and contains gold
• Granite Woodlands Discovery Trail - 16 interpretive sites, offers 

opportunities for camping, bushwalking, exploring granite rock 
formations and viewing spring wild owers

• Pack a BBQ picnic and take the 28 km heritage trail to explore 
Dundas Rocks’ huge ancient boulders and rock formations.

• Hyden Rock - enjoy the rock’s walks, surrounding  ora and fauna.
• Bromus Dam - free camping area with bushwalks, lots to explore 

or a great place to have a BBQ or picnic.
• Mt Jimberlana - 5km east of town, offering spectacular views from 

the top with a picnic area at the base.
• Phoenix Park - educational, historical and is close to the town centre
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#031/293 GOLD PROSPECTING?

What a great idea!

Phone 9250 3388
25B Helen Street, Bellevue

www.reedsprospecting.com.au

Get everything 
you need 
at Reeds
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GATEWAY TO THE 
OUTBACK WAY

4WD tracks - Golden Quest Discovery Trail

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 4.30pm and 
Sat - Sun 9am - 1pm
The Great Beyond Visitor Centre
Augusta St, Laverton WA
Tel: 9031 1361
Email: greatbeyond@laverton.wa.gov.au
www.laverton.wa.gov.au
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 3645 Dumbleyung-Lake Grace Rd, Kukerin
 PH: 9864 6054  MOBILE: 0437 341 679               
EMAIL: info@marysfarmcottages.com.au 
WEB: www.marysfarmcottages.com.au

An authentic WA farm experience
Enjoy luxurious king size beds or king twins, 

large  at screen TVs, beautifully appointed bathrooms, 
uninterrupted farm views, watch the sun go down from 

your own verandah or enjoy the nightly star studded sky. 
All cottages back onto a large lawned area 

shaded by natural trees.
 The barbecue is located under the bonnet of an ancient 
Austin Truck with the ‘tray’ providing a great picnic table.

WINTER SPECIAL
Mention Have a Go News and receive 

10% discount with a 3 night stay
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Experience Rest Relax Eat

Play

Explore

SENIORS DISCOUNT - $135 per room 
including full buffet breakfast

Quality Inn Railway Motel 
& Function Centre

Opposite the railway station 
- 5min walk to Hannan Street

51 Forrest St, Kalgoorlie  Freecall 1800 055 249
www.railwaymotel.com.au
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CUNDERDIN MUSEUM
No.3 Pump Station

Vintage Machinery  Gold elds Water Supply Scheme
Meckering Earthquake  Gold elds Railway

Only two hours drive from Perth
Cunderdin plays host to an abundance of spring wild owers

100 Forrest Street, Cunderdin, Western Australia
Ph/fax: 9635 1291  E: museum@cunderdin.wa.gov.au
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TAKE your time to explore at 
Hannans North Tourist Mine. 
Discover the secrets of gold 
rush history and modern 
day mining in the Gold elds.

After listening to Paddy 
Hannan tell his tale of dis-

covery, people can  nd 
their fortune panning for 
gold, and try a hand at the 
legendary game of two-up. 
Walk through original build-
ings relocated from mine 
sites along the Golden Mile, 

including an historical dy-
namite room and the Par-
inga gold room which was 
in use from 1920. The Daisy 
Mae engine room is home 
to beautiful early 1900s en-
gines which are still in work-
ing condition. The prospec-
tors campsite lets visitors  
see how miners of the 1890s 
lived and worked and gives 
people an idea of how tough 
life was in the early Gold-
 elds.

Get up close and per-
sonal to four headframes, 
including the Morty head-
frame originally erected in 
1890. Go inside a replica 
of the National Australia 
Bank’s 1934 Southern 
Cross branch to see an 
original De Grave bullion 
balance used to weigh gold 

in the early 1900s
Hannans North also al-

lows visitors to experience 
modern day mining as 
they climb aboard a giant 
793C haul truck, stand in 
the shovel of a 994F loader, 
and go inside a modern un-
derground refuge chamber 
where up to twelve people 
can survive for seventy-two 
hours.

With 34 points of inter-
est to tick off  the list on a 
self paced, self guided tour 
people won’t want to leave.

Open Sunday to Friday 
9am until 4pm.

For more information see 
Hannans North website, 
www.hannansnorth.com.au 
and Facebook page www.
facebook.com/hannansnor
thtouristmine/?ref=settings.

No trip to Kalgoorlie is complete without a visit 
to Hannans North Tourist Mine

THE ANIMAL and plant life 
of Western Australia’s Gol-
den Outback is incredibly 
diverse. 

In the national parks, re-
serves and woodlands peo-
ple can encounter everything 
from the iconic kangaroo to 
tiny, endangered marsupials. 

Crossing the vast outback 
plains there are birds and 
lizards thriving in harsh de-
sert conditions. 

Throughout the region, 
spectacular wild owers 
bloom from July to Novem-
ber. 

Meet the friendly resi-
dent kangaroos of Lucky 
Bay, near Esperance, or 
watch the sea lions and 
dolphins at play in the wa-
ters around the Recherche 
Archipelago. 

Discover the  sh species 
of the southern reefs, and 
in late winter and spring, 
see humpback whales 
on their annual migration 
along the coast.

On the sweeping red 
plains in the north of the re-
gion, you’ll  nd small, ver-
satile marsupials that have 
adapted perfectly to the 
dry outback environment.

It’s not unusual to see 
emus, kangaroos, wal-
labies, possums, dingoes 
and galahs roaming the 
wide-open spaces of the 
outback. 

And people who are pas-
sing through the Wheatbelt 
region, pay a visit to Barna 
Mia Animal Sanctuary near 
Narrogin, where they’ll 
 nd some of the rare and 
unusual native marsupials, 
including the bilby, boodie 
and woylie.

Discover the Golden Outback’s  ora and fauna
Explore the depths of 

the Dryandra Woodland in 
the Wheatbelt region – a 
tranquil sanctuary for some 
of the most endangered 
and unique wild animals of 
the outback. 

In contrast, the farm 
stays of the Wheatbelt re-
gion off er a very diff erent 
animal experience. Here, 
people can pet and cuddle 
cute farmyard animals and 
learn about rural life on a 
working farm.

The Gold elds and 
Gascoyne-Murchison re-
gions are famous for their 
profusion of birds and 
unique species of reptile. 

Be sure to look to the 
skies while travelling 
through the Northern Gol-
d elds for a glimpse of 
the majestic wedge-tailed 
eagle. 

Tiny zebra  nches  ock 
in clouds of colour. 

At dawn and dusk, the 
bush is alive with the chit-
ter-chatter of budgerigars, 
the raucous calls of galahs 
and the coo of doves.

To help preserve these 
pristine environments for 
future generations, follow 
the principles of Leave no 
Trace. 

For further information 
about where to spot kan-
garoos and encounter the 
wild animals of Western 
Australia’s Golden Out-
back, visit www.dryand-
ratourism.org.au or www.
dpaw.wa.gov.au

For more information 
about the region visit www.
australiasgoldenoutback.
com 

WELL a month has gone by and Perth Travel Club are 
really thrilled with the response. The facebook page has 
“likes” reaching more than 500. It is very gratifying and 
thank you to the people who found the time to let them 

know that they are on the “right track”. 
New schedules are in the planning and they have cho-

sen a fairly wide range of trips so people can have the 
choice of day trips, extended trips, over east trips and 
overseas trips. Trips being the ultimate word. 

The future schedule is well underway and if people call 
them they will be happy to arrange to send out a current 
copy with booking forms to plan well ahead. 

Perth Seniors Travel Club is about to undertake vis-
its to seniors clubs to inform people “ rst hand” of how 
they operate and off er a caring environment for people 
to come touring. If any club or group would like a “guest 
speaker” Anne will visit and give a personal insight and 
a “Travel Light” presentation so guests can learn how to 
really pack light.

For bookings with West Coast Bus Charters, con-
tact Anne Williams on 0408 912 642 or Geoff  Mead on           
0473 514 944.

Refer to ad on page 34.

Perth Seniors Travel Club

From left; Ryan Newman, Anne Williams and Geoff  Mead

Gold panning demonstration at Hannan’s Tourist Mine
© Tourism WA

Lizard on East Mount 
Barren, Golden Outback

© Tourism WA
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by Chris Frame

WHEN Royal Caribbean In-
ternational’s (RCI) Enchant-
ment of the Seas entered 
service in 1996 she was, at 
74,000 gross tons, one of 
the largest ships in the  eet. 

Considered small when 
compared to RCI’s cur-
rent holder of the largest 
title – the massive 225,000 
gross ton Allure of the Seas 
– the smaller and more in-
timate Enchantment is an 
ever-popular vessel among 
travellers planning a cruise 
as part of a holiday in the 
United States of America.

The ship underwent a 
dramatic transformation 
in 2005 where she was 
lengthened and fully refur-
bished. This process saw 
the ship cut in two, and a 
new 22m long central sec-
tion added to the ship. To-
day she weighs in at over 
82,900 gross tons making 
her bigger than the QE2.

Aside from additional 
cabins, this new section 
provided improved facilities 
for passengers to enjoy. Fa-
cilities include an expanded 
pool deck (which is actu-
ally more like a water park), 
extra bars, lounges and an 
expanded casino.

The interior of the ship 
has been decorated in a 
clean and modern style. 

Cabins of all categories 
are large and spacious. As 
expected, all include a pri-
vate and well-appointed 
ensuite bathroom and 
there are a wide variety of 
room types to choose from. 
Cabin designs start from 
inside (no window) rooms, 
through to large suites with 
private balconies. 24 hour 
room service is available. 

The ship’s many public 
rooms were all upgraded 
in 2005 and have been 
refreshed periodically 
since then. The main din-
ing room, named ‘My Fair 

Lady’, is a dramatic state-
ment of ocean liner dining 
rooms of days gone by. 
Double height; the room is 
accessed via a large grand 
staircase. Diners on the 
lower level sit below a giant 
chandelier, and passengers 
could be forgiven for think-
ing they were on the great 
passenger ships of old.  
After dinner, the waiters 
serenade the guests with a 
selection from the classics, 
followed by applause and 
cheering from the guests.

RCI know how to cater, 
and the Windjammer Café 
on Deck Nine is a perfect 
example of this. It’s the 
ship’s impressive buff et 
restaurant. With amazing 
views over the bow (and 
sides) of the ship, the res-
taurant has a seemingly 
endless supply of food. The 
design of the buff et makes 
choosing your meal easy 
and quick. In a matter of 
minutes you can – if you 

want – have multiple cours-
es on your tray and be at 
your table to enjoy.

Evening entertainment 
aboard this ship is impres-
sive. 

The Orpheum Theatre 
is the ship’s main show 
lounge. Spanning multiple 
decks at the forward end of 
the vessel, this impressive 
room has excellent seating, 
great sight lines and good 
sound. A specially designed 
program of production 
shows allow for excellent 
entertainment throughout 
the cruise, while comedy 
acts, singers and musicians 
also perform here.

At the opposite end 
of the ship, the Spotlight 
Lounge provides a subtler 
atmosphere. After dinner 
drinks, dancing and cocktail 
parties are featured here, 
while views astern make 
this an interesting place to 
visit during daylight hours.

High atop the ship, on 

deck eleven, is a hallmark 
of the RCI  eet, the ‘Viking 
Crown Lounge’. Named 
for the company logo, the 
lounge is featured aboard 
each RCI ship and off ers 
panoramic views over the 
decks below, as well as the 
ocean. 

Aboard Enchantment, 
the room acts as a quiet 
lounge by day, and the 
nightclub by night, and is 
very popular for people 
wishing to dance the night 
away.

There is a range of other 
activities aboard for you to 
enjoy.

These vary from rock 
climbing and bungee tram-
polines to more subdued 
pastimes such as art auc-
tions and bingo.  However 
in true RCI style, even the 
bingo is super-exciting, 
with the grand prize often 
being an upgrade to the 
prestigious ‘Royal Suite’ for 
the duration of the cruise! 
Well worth playing for and 
on our voyage the win-
ner was a lady travelling in 
the smallest inside cabin 
aboard. She was over-
joyed.

Age groups aboard En-
chantment of the Seas vary. 
On our voyage, the young-
est was around two years 
old while the oldest was 
an RCI regular, celebrating 
his 70th cruise aboard RCI 
ships at age 90. 

With something for ev-
eryone, this is an enchant-
ing ship, and will appeal 
to those wishing to experi-
ence a fun, active and en-
tertaining voyage. 

Sailing on the enchanting Enchantment of the Seas

THE  SHIRE of Wickepin has wild owers, big skies, lakes, 
the home of Albert Facey, great roads and backroads.  

The roads are RV friendly and the shire has three cara-
van parks with dump points.  

They also have sheep and gnomes and (just quietly, re-
ally cheap fuel).

The picturesque shire includes the historic towns of 
Wickepin, Yealering, Harrismith and Tincurrin.  Lake Tool-
ibin falls within its boundaries.

Wild owers including orchids, verticordias, grevilleas 
and banksias are to be found throughout the shire. Or-
chids include the white spider, red beaked, pink fairy, 
cowslips, donkey and green spider orchids. 

Orchid hotspots can be found in Harrismith, Malyalling, 
Yealering and Wickepin Cemetery.  Harrismith has a de-
 ned bush path enabling you to discover the sometimes 
hidden  ora and fauna and boasts a wide range of or-
chids and verticordias.  Early and plentiful rains this year 
have enthusiasts out walking the trails and paths already.

Albert Facey’s homestead is situated along the main 
road in Wickepin. A Fortunate Life his autobiography, is 
a much-loved and widely read story tracking the once-
simple but oh-so-hard farming life in the Wheatbelt in the 
early 1920s. The homestead is open to visitors with bar-
becue area and playground alongside.

Yealering nestles against Lake Yealering and has a 
diverse range of birdlife. Barbecue facilities and play-
grounds are situated lakeside with wild owers around the 
lake and town. 

Wickepin is a small but immaculate town with an im-
pressive collection of historic buildings along well de ned 
walk trails.  The WWI War Memorial is worth a visit alone.  
The biannual art prize on again with a  urry of activities 
planned for the weekend of the 14 to 16 October.

For stays contact the caravan parks at Wickepin (9888 
1089), Yealering (9888 7014) and Harrismith (9883 1010).

Stay a while at 
Wickepin

Left - The Enchantment of the Seas  Right - The beautiful dining room

© Jane Vlahov
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