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There’s so much more to see than the beer halls during Oktoberfest in German Bavaria. Christine Retschlag discovers German nature at its most magni cent. 
Read her story on page 25.
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NORWAY & THE HIGH ARTIC
16 DAY EXCLUSIVE FULLY ESCORTED SMALL GROUP TOUR

DEPARTING PERTH 10 JUNE 2018
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ANTARCTICA & CHILE’S ATACAMA DESERT
16 DAY EXCLUSIVE FULLY ESCORTED SMALL GROUP TOUR

DEPARTING PERTH 1 FEBRUARY 2018
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A visit to the High Arctic island of Spitsbergen is a visit to one of our world’s last wilderness areas.         
In June, the arctic tundra is bursting with a rich collection of amazing wildlife and diverse  ora, and 
the northern sea ice is still thick, giving guests a good chance of spotting the majestic polar bear.
Andrea is returning to Norway and Spitsbergen in 2018 and invites you to join her on this unique           
adventure for travellers of any age.  
• Cruise Spitsbergen onboard the small ship MS Expedition, taking only 134 passengers
• Small group tour – only 12 guests
• Enjoy daily tundra walks and Zodiac excursions
• Post-cruise visit to Oslo including city tour and visit 
to the Viking Ship Museum 

Antarctica, the world’s  nal frontier, a land of mystery and wonder. Indescribably beautiful, this is 
the backdrop for one of the greatest adventures on earth. After three successful polar expeditions, 
Crandon will be returning to Antarctica to escort this tour. 
• Fly from South America to Antarctica - no Drake Passage crossing required!  
• Cruise the Antarctic Peninsula onboard the fully inclusive, all-suite small ship Island Sky. Take daily 
Zodiac excursions - scout for whales & seals, visit penguin rookeries, and explore historic sites. 
Enjoy onboard lectures and educational presentations from polar experts.
• Explore the Atacama Desert, the world’s highest and driest desert. Steaming geysers and hot springs, 
volcanoes and salt  ats, this region is such a contrast to Antarctica.
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The travel industry and readers are welcome to contact the travel editor: Ph 9227 8283  Email: jen@haveagonews.com.au

Jennifer Merigan

NANnUP FLOWER and GARDEN FESTIVAL
17 - 20 August 2017 | daily 10AM - 4pm 

Living Garden Sanctuaries 

WWW.NANNUPGARDENS.ORG.au|       Nannup Flower & Garden FestivaL

saving the planet one bee at a time
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Email: reception@bayviewmotel.com.au

Esperance Getaway
Clean, comfortable and affordable
ATTRACTIVE AUTUMN RATES!

Group bookings

31 DEMPSTER ST, ESPERANCE  PH: 9071 1533
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FINALLY, the green out-
bound passenger card 
which travellers have 
had to  ll in when leav-
ing Australia is now 
abolished. I am sure like 
myself, travellers will be 
pleased about this out-
come. 

   A spokesman for the 
Department for Immi-
gration and Border Pro-
tection said that remov-
ing paper based manual 
processes is integral to 
achieving a seamless 
and automated traveller 
experience. The orange 
incoming passenger 
card for people arriving 
into Australia will still be 
required in a revised ver-
sion from 1 July ahead 
of a phase out in 2018.

★ ★ ★
One of our readers 

John Belmar visited Tai-
pei (Taiwan) for the  rst 
time and said he was 
caught out by their lack 

of credit card accep-
tance.  Only the top ho-
tels and very few restau-
rants will accept credit 
cards, so one needs to 
load up on cash before 
arriving in Taiwan.  There 
is no street foreign ex-
change like Hong Kong 
as it appears that only 
the banks can provide 
exchanges services, 
and their hours are simi-
lar to that in Australia.

John said that apart 
form that Taipei is a 
great place to visit (a 
little quirky at times), 
the people are friendly 
and very helpful to tour-
ists.  He stayed for one 

week in the “Relax 3” 
hotel in central Taipei 
which was a short walk 
from the central train/
bus station.  The room 
was small but very clean 
and new looking, the 
staff  excellent, and the 
food wonderful.

Taipei 101 tower is a 
must do as the view is 
fantastic (on a clear day 
your can see forever), 
with plenty of high end 
shopping on the lower 
 oors including a great 
French Bakery (Lalos) 
and a TWG Restaurant.

★ ★ ★
The state government 

has announced a par-

liamentary enquiry into 
the high cost of regional 
airfares which I believe 
will be a step forward to 
improving our state tour-
ism sector, I will keep 
you posted on results as 
they come to hand.

★ ★ ★
Rail Plus have an-

nounced an exclusive 
luggage service for trav-
ellers with a seamless 
station delivery between 
the city’s two main air-
ports, major train sta-
tions and hotels. Prices 
start from $57 for a 
minimum of two pieces 
of luggage for same 
day delivery and up to 

$120 for  ve pieces of 
luggage and storage of 
three days. 

★ ★ ★
The annual whale mi-

gration of humpback 
whales is under way with 
sightings reported from 
Albany to Exmouth. It’s 
a great time to be head-
ing north and following 
the whales. Our journal-
ist Lee Tate shares his 
experience on heading 
north with some great 
tips about stocking up 
the caravan prior to leav-
ing Perth.

★ ★ ★
If you have a travel 

issue, enquiry or would 

like to share some infor-
mation, don’t hesitate to 
contact me on the email 
below. If you’re a face-
booker than like Have a 
Go News at www.face 
book.com/Haveagone 
ws.

   Happy trails 

Jennifer Merigan
 Travel Editor

CATHIE  Rice Travel spe-
cialises in escorted tours 
and now off ers  adventure 
travel as a new and excit-
ing guided holiday option.  

In June 2018, Andrea 
will escort a small group 
of 12 guests to Norway 
and the high Arctic. An-
drea escorted the 2015 
Arctic tour group and has 
also guided holidays to 
Antarctica and the Gala-
pagos Islands – she is 
thrilled to return to this 
beautiful part of the world.

This exciting cruising 
holiday travels to the fur-

thest reaches of the High 
Arctic island of Spitsber-
gen, accessible only by 
expedition ship.  The sea 
ice is still thick, off ering 
the local polar bears a rich 
hunting ground, and giv-
ing passengers the best 
chance of spotting one of 
these majestic creatures.

In the early Arctic sum-
mer, the tundra is dotted 
with a diverse range of 
 ora and all kinds of wild-
life are active. Continuous 
daylight off ers endless 
opportunities to look for 
reindeer, arctic fox, wal-
rus, whales, and many va-
rieties of birds, as well as 
the polar bear.

The MS Expedition is a 
comfortable and spacious 
expedition ship taking 
only 130 guests.  All cab-
ins have an ocean-facing 
window or porthole and 
private ensuite facilities, 
and the large common 
areas and observation 
decks provide panoram-
ic views of the regions 
amazing sea- and land-
scapes.

Guests are treated to 
daily presentations by the 
experienced Polar Expe-
dition Team, go Zodiac 
cruising in small groups 
for exciting encounters 
with nature, and travel 
ashore to hike, explore 
and enjoy the beauty of 
the Arctic.  

Only eight places re-
main so call Cathie Rice 
Travel on free call 1800 
177 788 or 9721 9588 for 
more information about 
this adventure for all ages.

An adventurous escorted trip to Norway 
and a high Arctic tour

FLOREAT World of Travel is providing 
an excellent opportunity for people to 
plan the next perfect holiday with their 
Travel and Cruise Expo to be held on 
Sunday 10 September from 1pm to 
5pm. The expo will be held at the Tav-
ern @ Rocks which is located on the 
footsteps of the Two Rocks Marina. 
Enjoy sweeping views of the Indian 
Ocean, while planning the next holi-
day.
   The downstairs of the tavern will 
be transformed into a world of travel 
where people can take their pick from 
a big family adventure or trip of a life 
time.  Meet experts from the travel in-
dustry who will help  nd the perfect 
destination. 
   Some of those attending include 

APT, Insight Vacations, Swagman 
Tours, Air New Zealand and South Af-
rican Airways who will be able to pro-
vide expert assistance.
   Tavern @ the rocks is located in Two 
Rocks just a 20-minute drive from 
Joondalup. Make a day of it and come 
and enjoy some lunch while taking in 
the amazing views of the Indian Ocean 
and planning the next perfect holiday.
   To register for this event and to be in 
the running to win the door prize, reg-
ister  attendance with Floreat World 
of Travel at sales@ oreat-travel.com 
by 8 September or by phone on 9387 
6211 or for country callers Freecall 
1800 998 014. The  rst 50 attendees 
on the day will receive a free glass of 
bubbles.

Come along to the Floreat World 
of Travel holiday expo

BICTON Travel is off ering 
free travel presentations 
over the new few months 
for people planning a 
holiday.            

Wednesday  12 July 
– 1.15pm and 6.15pm 
APT off ers an impressive 
range of travel styles and 
itineraries in Europe and 
North America. Exclu-
sive deals available on 

the day.
  Tuesday  18 July – 
10.15am Travelmarvel 
showcase Bicton Travels 
exclusive Hosted 2018 
Rail journeys, including 
the Arctica Circle Express 
and China and Japan by 
rail.
  Tuesday 18 July – 
6.15pm Back roads tour-
ing explain their unique 

approach to touring. Mini 
coach travel small groups 
(max 18 guests), back 
roads trips, culinary ex-
periences, authentic and 
local, leisurely paced.
   Wednesday  19 Jul – 
6.30pm Uniworld pres-
ent  iconic and lesser 
known itineraries on-
board their boutique river 
boats in Europe.
   Tuesday  8 Aug – 
10.15am And Beyond 
present a stunning se-
lection of travel options 
in South Africa and Latin 
America.
   Seats are limited – reg-
ister online www.bicton 
travel.com.au/events or 
call 9339 0277 for de-
tails.

Plan ahead and enjoy free 
travel presentations

Free Entry • Exclusive offers • Special presentations
First 50 attendees will receive a free glass of champagne!

RSVP to enter the major prize draw!*

FLOREAT WORLD OF TRAVEL
sales@floreat-travel.com • 9387 6211

www.floreat-travel.com

10 September • 1.00pm - 5.00pm 
Tavern @ the Rocks, Two Rocks

SAVE THE DATE!

FLOREAT WORLD OF TRAVEL

Travel Expo

*Conditions apply. Visit www.floreat-travel.com/our-events for full details. ATAS No. A10622.
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Speakers on board on history of Albany and 
World War I PLUS memorial service in Albany

 For information and bookings contact 
Chris Dagostino on 9382 5011 or 
email: chrisd@traveltree.com.au

DEPARTS Fremantle 
21 January 2018

RETURNS 
25 January 2018

CMV Astor ANZAC Memorial 
5 Day cruise to ALBANY

SPECIAL LIMITED OFFER 
BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

from $504.50 per person*
(*Price inclusive of BUY ONE GET ONE FREE off er)
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1300 146 757
wannadoo@westnet.com.au  www.wannadootours.com

Call today for the 2017/2018 
FREE Group or Individual Travel Brochure

Coach Tours for Seniors
Wannadoo Tours specialise in day and extended coach 

tours for groups and individuals.
Clubs and villages tour op  ons at reasonable prices to suit 

all budgets, includes choice of own pickup point.
You choose your tour and we take care of the rest,          

from promo  ng the tour to the small details.
Our day tours are at a leisurely pace so enjoy your day out.

Courtesy home pickups for extended tours.

t

  

.

Tours from 

only $25pp!
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by Christine Retschlag

THINK Munich and most 
Australians imagine Ok-
toberfest, but just south 
of this Bavarian beauty 
sits Germany’s highest 
mountain and nature ga-
lore. 

A bunch of Bavarian 
boys are slapping their 
thighs like they are at 
a Australian barbecue 
plagued by mozzies but 
who can blame them? 
Apart from partaking 
in a traditional South-
ern German dance (the 
Schuplatter Knee Dance 
or Slap Dance) there’s 
much to celebrate in the 
tiny township of Gar-
misch-Partenkirchen in 
which I  nd myself. 

Australia’s own Hugh 
Jackman recently put this 
darling destination, about 
1.5 hours south of Mu-
nich, on the global map, 
with his  lm Eddie The 
Eagle. 

For it was here that 
Jackman and co-star 
Taron Egerton, who 
played British underdog 
ski jumper Eddie “The 
Eagle” Edwards, used 
the impressive ski jump 
which dates back to the 
1936 Olympics, for much 
of the  lm’s hero shots. 

It’s stunning spring 
weather in Southern Ger-
many and I am here to 
write a story on nature, 
but I am having all the 
luck of the four ice skat-
ers who tripped and relin-
quished a gold medal to 
Australia’s Steven Brad-
bury in the 2002 Winter 
Olympics. 

The two-person cable 
car I am meant to be 
catching to the recent-
ly-opened Hotel Das 
Graseck is closed for 
renovations on my arrival, 
as is the hotel itself, and 
a planned hike through 

nearby Partnach Gorge 
has also been cancelled 
at the last minute as the 
warm weather is send-
ing too much water down 
the gorge from a melting 
glacier. 

But I have Bradbury 
luck after all, as Gar-
misch-Partenkirchen is 
also home to Germany’s 
tallest mountain – Zug-
spitze – at almost 3000 
metres high. On a good 
day, once you catch a 
10-minute cable car ride 
to this 2962 metre peak, 
you can see as many as 
400 mountain peaks in 
neighbouring Austria, 
Italy, Switzerland and 
France. And even on a 
“bad” day, when it’s rain-
ing in the valley below, the 
mountain is high enough 
to clear the clouds. 

Apart from the views, 
the beauty of this moun-
tain is that it’s charming in 
all seasons. It guarantees 
seven months of snow 
throughout the year and 
in winter, there’s an igloo 
village in which visitors 
can stay and witness art 
installations carved from 
ice. 

There’s four dining op-
tions on the mountain 
and plenty of options for 
non-sporty types such as 
relaxing in the sun lounge; 
visiting the Zugspitze ex-
hibition; admiring the ig-
loo village ice art; or the 
Maria Heimsuchung cha-
pel – Germany’s highest 
chapel.

Sporty types will adore 
the 20km of snow which 
off ers something for ev-
eryone from beginners 
to snowboarders and 
even free riders. Down 
below, Garmisch-Parten-
kirchen has a population 
of 28,000 people and 
has 10,000 tourist beds, 
which rapidly  ll with en-
thusiastic hikers in the 

Enjoy Germany in all its natural and Bavarian glory

Left to right; German Mountain - Bavarian architecture - Bavarian street scene

Call 1800 812 808 
to make a booking today

We provide a free booking service for Great Southern Rail, 
accommodation, car hire, tours and much more.

FREECALL 1800 812 808

Western Australian Visitor Centre  
55 William Street, Perth   

Lic No 9TA 1364  HAGN#304-047436

T & C’s;  All Price & Taxes are subject to change. Deposit is $200/person,  nal balance due 03/11/17. Solo Traveller rates available upon request.          
“Please be advised that Australian Visitor Centres P/L always acts as a travel agent in booking or arranging travel related services on your behalf.           
Therefore the contracted responsibility and liability to provide or deliver those services is always that of the relevant services provider.”

Package inclusions:
• 3 Day all inclusive rail journey Perth to Adelaide 
   on board the Indian Pacifi c
• 1 Nights accommodation in Adelaide
• 6 Day cruise Adelaide to Perth 
   on board the Astor

from $2,421pp 
twin share

9 Day Perth to Adelaide
Rail & Cruise Holiday 4-12 March 2018

COAST TO 
CAPITALS 
RAIL, SAIL & FLY

15 NIGHTS
DEPARTS 2 OCTOBER

• Air travel, Perth to Brisbane • 3 night’s accommodation in Brisbane • 3 night cruise 
on the Sun Princess from Brisbane to Sydney with a Port Call in Newcastle (Includes: 
meals & entertainment) • 3 night’s accommodation in Sydney • Rail travel on the XPT 
train from Sydney to Melbourne (First Class Seats) • 3 night’s accommodation in                                     
Melbourne  • Rail travel on the Overland from Melbourne to Adelaide in Premium Red 
Seats (Includes: meals and non-alcoholic beverages) • 2 night’s accommodation in       
Adelaide • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth
PRICES FROM $2475 INSIDE CABIN pp t/share
PRICES FROM $2585 OUTSIDE CABIN pp t/share

Conditions apply, subject to availability, correct at the time of printing. All sale fares require full payment on booking.

www.australianholidaycentre.com.au   
email: perth@australianholidaycentre.com.au  

BOOK NOW 1300 799 342

AUCKLAND 
TO ADELAIDE 
FLY CRUISE

16 NIGHTS 
DEPARTS 22 NOVEMBER

Air travel, Perth to Auckland • Hotel Transfer • 4 night’s accommodation in               
Auckland  • Auckland Sky Tower Ticket including access to the Sky Deck • Half Day 
City Tour  • Afternoon Auckland Harbour Cruise (Includes: afternoon tea) • 12 nt 
cruise on the Astor travelling from Auckland to Adelaide, with a port call in Sydney 
and Kangaroo Island and Adelaide and arrive into Fremantle (Includes: on-board 
meals and entertainment)

ON SALE FROM ONLY $2675 INSIDE CABIN pp t/share
ON SALE FROM ONLY $2990 OUTSIDE CABIN pp t/share

AROUND 
AUSTRALIA 
BY RAIL

18 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH ON TUESDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Broome • 3 nts in Broome • Town Tour • Air travel, Broome to Darwin 
• 2 nts Darwin • City Tour • Air travel, Darwin to Cairns • 3 nts in Cairns • Rail travel on 
the Spirit of Queensland, Cairns to Brisbane (Rail Bed) inc meals • 1 nt Brisbane • Rail 
travel on the XPT, Brisbane to Sydney • 2 nts Sydney • City Tour • Rail travel on the XPT, 
Sydney to Melbourne (First Class Seat) • 2 nts Melbourne • City Tour • Rail travel on the 
Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nts Adelaide • City Tour • Rail travel on the Indian 
Paci c, Adelaide to Perth in Gold Service inc meals, drinks and off train experiences. 

GOLD $5920 pp t/share PLATINUM $7730 pp t/share 

TALE OF 
3 CITIES
SAIL & RAIL

11 NIGHTS 
DEPARTS 26 NOVEMBER

Air travel, Perth to Sydney • 2 nights accommodation in Sydney • 3 night 
cruise on Golden Princess - Sydney to Melbourne (Includes: meals and 
entertainment) • 4 nights accommodation in Melbourne • One way rail             
journey on the Overland Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nights accommodation 
in Adelaide • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

INSIDE CABIN FROM $1999* pp t/share

SA CRUISE 
GETAWAY

7 NIGHTS 
DEPARTS 12 FEBRUARY 2018

Join your 5 night Astor cruise departing from Fremantle to Adelaide with a 
port visit at Esperence, including meals & entertainment • Arrive Adelaide 
where you have 2 night’s accommodation included at the Grosvenor Hotel        
• Air travel, Adelaide to Perth.

ON SALE FROM ONLY $999 INSIDE CABIN pp t/share
ON SALE FROM ONLY $1120 OUTSIDE CABIN pp t/share GOLD $4170 pp t/share PLATINUM $6180 pp t/share

3 CITIES & 3 TRAINS

Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Perth to Sydney in Gold Service cabin,                                                                                                                                       
includes meals, drinks and off train experiences • 3 nts in Sydney • Syd-
ney Harbour Story Cruise • Rail travel on the XPT, Day Service Sydney to                   
Melbourne • 3 nights in Melbourne • City tour and river cruise • Rail travel on 
the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nights in Adelaide • Adelaide City 
Sights Tour • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH 

ON SUNDAYS
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Day Tours $169pp*
Wild owers of the Mid-West Day Tour 
See the everlasting wild owers and search for the 
rare wreath  ower on a trip of natural wonder.   
Kalbarri National Park Day Trip
Explore the coastal and inland gorges of Kalbarri, 
see Nature’s Window, Z Bend and the Pink Lake. 

Overnight Tours*

Wooleen Station Outback Farm Stay 
2 Nights / 3 Days $929pp
Visit the real outback and enjoy country hospitality on a quarter 
million acre property for a tour like no other. 
Aboriginal Walga Rock Art & Wilgie Mia Cave, Cue 
1 Night / 2 Days $729pp
Have the traditional owners show you WA’s largest rock art gallery 
and the worlds oldest mine.

Geraldton Half Day Tours*
Star Gazing & Astronomy Tours $129pp
See the Rings of Saturn and the vast milky way through the lens 
of a large telescope with the help of our local astronomer.
Geraldton & Greenough Sightseeing Tour $69pp
While in Geraldton why not let a local show you the histori-
cal sites and history of this modern port and agricultural city.  
*seniors prices

GERALDTON BUS TOURS 
628 Chapman Rd, Geraldton
BOOKINGS 0408 932 454 or 9938 2836
Visit www.geraldtonbustours.com.au
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summer months. Ger-
man composer Richard 
Strauss (best known for 
his opera Elektra) lived 
here and Michael Ende, 
who wrote the German 
fantasy novel Neverend-
ing Story was born in the 
town. 

This is a tale of two 
towns combined into 
one. In 1935 the Ger-
man Government said 
Garmisch and Parten-
kirchen must combine for 
the 1936 Winter Olympic 
Games but they did not 
want to be one. These 
days, the rivalry is more 

of a friendly joke and both 
sides of this town, divided 
by the Partnach River, are 
equally beautiful, boast-
ing beautiful ancient 
buildings with colourful 
frescos. Early Italian trad-
ers used this town to stay 
in the guesthouses, and 
there’s still plenty of Ital-
ian in uence here through 
wine and food. But for a 
true Bavarian experience, 
head to one of the old 
restaurants along Lud-
wigstrasse for traditional 
dancing and hearty dish-
es such as schnitzel and 
pork knuckle.

In all, there’s 300km of 
hiking paths, 450km of 
cycling routes, 60km of 
ski runs, 28km of cross 
country skiing trails, and 
19 golf courses within a  
one  hour radius in this 
area. Partnach Gorge 
boasts a bridge almost 
70 metres high, or closer 
to the water there’s an 
easier walking patch used 
by ancient foresters and 
hunters. In the distance, 
on Dreitorspitze Moun-
tain, squint and you can 
see the hut of Bavaria’s 
King Ludwig who was 
also a fan of Germany’s 
alpine country.

But one of the highlights 
remains the steep Olym-
pic ski jump, which was 
originally constructed in 
1923 and rebuilt in 2007. 
Its highest point is 62 me-
tres above the ground. 

And if Garmisch-
Partenkirchen is good 
enough for Hugh Jack-
man, it’s good enough for 
me. 

The writer travelled on 
a  rst-class German Rail 
Pass ( ve days within one 
month) as a guest of Rail 
Europe and The German 
National Tourist Offi  ce - 
www.germany.travel

Fast Facts
Staying There

Hotel Dorint is in Garmisch-Partenkirchen and is 
surrounded by the German Alps. From some rooms 
you can see the Olympic ski jump. http://hotel-gar-
misch-partenkirchen.dorint.com/de/

Hotel Das Graesck is a modern boutique hotel with 
ideal views of Dreitorspitze Mountain. Owned by two 
doctors, it also boasts a preventative medicine cen-
tre for treatments such as dentistry. The two-person 
cable car, which is the only access to the hotel, is the 
oldest automatic cable car in the world, built in 1954. 
http://www.das-graseck.de/?lang=en
Travelling There

Rail Europe has regular trains from Munich’s main 
train station to Garmisch-Partenkirchen. www.raileu 
rope.com.au Zugspitzbahn runs regular cable car 
and train rides up and down Zugspitze. http://zug 
spitze.de
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by David Ellis 

THEY’RE just as much 
a part of hotel rooms 
in some 200 countries 
around the world as are 
the towels in the bath-
rooms.

And while most of us 
know they are there, of all 
things in a hotel or motel 
room that we use or play 
with, only an estimated 
quarter of guests actually 
use what we are talking 
about – despite not only 
being encouraged to use, 
but to actually knock-off  
when we leave. 

We’re referring to the 
ubiquitous Gideons Bible 
that you’ll  nd in your 
bedside table drawer or 
tucked away in the ward-
robe, and which the peo-
ple who put them there 
suggest that if you’ve any 
wayward thoughts upon 
leaving, “you steal the 

Bible, not the towels.” 
And remarkably Gide-

ons International that put 
that Bible in your room 
all came about because 
a hotel called the Cen-
tral House in Boscobel 
in Wisconsin was over-
booked one night in 
the American autumn 
of 1898. It meant that 
two commercial travel-
lers, John H Nicholson 
and Samuel E Hill had 
a choice: sleep on the 
street, or share a room. 

They chose the latter, 
quickly discovered that 
they also shared strong 
Christian beliefs and val-
ues, and established a 
life-long friendship. As a 
result they also gradually 
brought together a fra-
ternity of other Christians 
in their profession – men 
who spent long and lone-
ly hours away from their 
families, moving from ho-

tel room to hotel room as 
they  ogged their wares 
along the highways and 
by-ways of America. 

By September 1899 
these men had formed 
a small group that called 
themselves the Gideons, 
after a warrior in the Book 
of Judges who would do 
anything God wanted him 
to. And at a meeting in 
1904 they decided that to 
provide spiritual comfort 
for travellers, each man 
would contribute towards 
the cost of a Bible at the 
reception desk of hotels 
in which they stayed. 

Four years later at a 
convention in Louisville, 
Kentucky, the Gideons 
voted to go further than a 
Bible at every Reception 
Desk: they’d place one in 
every room of every hotel 
in America. The  rst went 
into twenty- ve rooms in 
the Superior Hotel in the 

boisterous little mining 
town of Superior, Mon-
tana and were paid for 
by one devout Gideon, 
Archie Bailey.

Since then 
2,000,000,000 Bibles and 
New Testaments printed 
in 94 languages have 
been put free of cost into 
places as diverse as  ve-
star hotels, cheap board-
ing houses, in prisons, 
at Antarctic bases and 
in desert military camps, 
aboard cruise ships, in 
hospitals and in nursing 
homes in 200 countries 
world-wide… currently 
being distributed at a 
rate of 80-million annu-
ally, which is 2.5 for every 
second of the year. 

Initially members of the 
Gideons met the costs of 
the Bibles and their distri-
bution, but later Christian 
churches began contrib-
uting to the cause. 

And in a-near 50 years 
that we’ve been travelling 
within and out of Aus-
tralia, we’ve found only 
three hotels in Christian 
countries that did not 
have a Gideons Bible in 
their rooms. 

One was at Cun-
namulla in outback 
Queensland, where the 
hotelier told us that while 
there may not be a Bible 
in every bedside cabinet, 
they did have one for ev-
ery room. 

“They’re in the offi  ce,” 
she said. “We found 
some blokes who came 

in on weekends from 
cattle stations where they 
worked, were sneak-
ing the pages out of our 
Bibles because they’re 
rice paper – and those 
blokes reckoned they 
made the best roll-your-
own smokes,” she said. 
“There’s now a note in 
rooms saying they can 
borrow a Bible from the 
offi  ce if they want.” 

Our second encounter 
was at the Wickaninnish 
Inn on Vancouver Island 
in Canada, where the 
owners said they’d told 
the Gideons they could 
put a Bible in every room 
– if they also gave a holy 
book for all other major 
religions. 

“They didn’t of course, 
but we relented,” they 
said. “And while not in 
each room, we do have 
Gideons Bibles available 
at Reception. 

And the third was in 
New York where guests 
at a hotel are off ered a 
complimentary pet gold-
 sh in a tank during their 
stay, but not a Gideon’s 
Bible. Their explana-
tion was that “society 
evolves.” 

And to think it all be-
gan two-billion Bibles 
and 119-years ago, when 
two commercial travellers 
were forced to share a 
room in an over-booked 
hotel in a small town in 
rural America.

Feature supplied by: 
www.wtfmedia.com.au

Spreading the word room by room...

AFTER  three extremely successful polar expeditions, 
Cathie Rice tour manager Crandon will return to Ant-
arctica in February 2018. The Antarctica small group 
tour also includes Chile’s amazing Atacama Desert.

Travellers  y across the Drake Passage instead of 
travelling this infamous stretch of ocean by ship. Upon 
arrival in the South Shetland Islands, guests join the 
all-suite ship Island Sky for an exciting cruise. 

Hike to huge penguin rookeries, Zodiac cruise along-
side minke and humpback whales, and watch a leop-
ard seal as it hunts a penguin – each day presents new 
wildlife sightings and photo opportunities.  Throughout 
the journey, the on-board team of expert lecturers will 
provide in-depth explanations of the geology, history, 
and wildlife of this breathtaking land.

After the cruise, guests  y to the Atacama Desert, 
the archaeological capital of Chile. A barren, sun-
baked expanse and the driest location on the planet, 
Atacama off ers some of the most spectacular scenery 
in the world.  Steaming geysers, vibrant  amingos, and 
captivating clear skies perfect for stargazing, the Ata-
cama is such an incredible contrast to icy Antarctica.

This tour has only one cabin left - call Cathie Rice 
Travel now on free call 1800 177 788 or 9721 9588 for 
more information and a brochure.

Last chance to join 
a thrilling Antarctica 

small group tour 

Queensland’s Cunnamulla Hotel: guests discovered Gideons Bibles’ rice-paper 
pages made ideal roll-your - own smokes. (Photo: Weekend Notes)

Bask in the culture, cuisine, sunny skies and blue seas of 
the Mediterranean.  Begin your journey in cosmopolitan 
Barcelona where you’ll enjoy a 3-night stay before 
embarking on a 12-night Mediterranean Cruise.  

Mediterranean cruises combine the sights, sounds and 
flavours of this rich region. Whether you’d rather discover 
the ancient wonders of Greece or sample authentic tapas 
in Spain, discover a new world of experiences.

19 September to 6 October 2018

LUXURY OVERSEAS TOUR

$7,695*FROM

18 DAYS

 Enjoy cruising around the Mediterranean 
in a Balcony Stateroom

 3 night mini-stay in central Barcelona
 Local lunch in Barcelona
 Visit to The Sagrada Familia and Parque 

Guell

  Home pick up and return by Hughes
  Kings Tour Manager
  Return economy airfares including taxes
  3 nights’ accommodation in Barcelona
  12 night cruise on-board Celebrity 
Eclipse

  Breakfast daily, 13 lunches and 13 dinners
  All entertainment included whilst on-
board 

 All sightseeing and entry fees 

INCLUSIONS

TOUR COST PER PERSON

BALCONY STATEROOM CATEGORY D

$7,695* 
Twin Share

$11,495* 
    Single Price

HIGHLIGHTS

BARCELONABARCELONAa a

Spain

Italy
3

PALMA DE
MALLORCA
Spain SICILY (Messina)

Italy

MYKONOS
Greece

SANTORINI
Greece

VALLETTA
Malta

RHODES
Greece

ATHENS
Greece

12

BOOK AND DEPOSIT BY 
31 AUGUST 2017 & RECEIVE  $200 DISCOUNT PP

q 1800 677 760 (freecall)            boooook onnnnnllliiinnnneeeee at kingstours.com.au          OPERATING
SINCE 1986

PICK-UP
& RETURN
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FROM PERTHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT
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ANN Rickard hopped 
on board the luxury ho-
tel barge Panache in 
France and glided slowly 
from Pont-L’Eveque to 
Paris.  She offers her 10 
top reasons to go barg-
ing, beginning with the 
obvious: it‘s perfect for 
seniors in no hurry.

1.  Because it is slow.  
Just the dawdling pace 
of a luxury barge makes 
you wind down. It travels 
only a few kilometres a 
day and  oats so slowly 
you can disembark after 
breakfast, walk or cycle 
along the towpath and 
embark for lunch (or 
morning tea if you like a 
short walk.)

2. You are spoilt:  Pa-
nache has a crew of 
six: captain, pilot, chef, 
stewards and deck-
hand.   As it takes only 

12 guests that means 
plenty of attention and 
lots of indulgence. You 
lift not a  nger. 

3. Food: With an on-
board chef sourcing the 
best local produce, ev-
ery meal is a gourmet 
adventure.  Our chef Oli 
presented us with salads 
that ranged from beet-
root and goat cheese to 
duck with artichoke and 
capers. Main courses of 
stuff ed pork  llet, rack 
of lamb, seared pigeon, 
scallops with cray sh 
and beef bourgignon, 
delighted all of us.  Des-
serts de ed any attempt 
at restraint, from triple 
chocolate terrine to ap-
ple tart tatin.  Cheeses 
we’d never encountered 
before (Morbier, Saint 
Nectaire, Munster) came 
with each meal and a 

charming story of their 
origins. 

4.  Wine:   Local wines 
are chosen with meticu-
lous care and off ered 
with engaging informa-
tion.  It’s wine-education 
at each meal. Just saying 
a few of the wine names 
we enjoyed on Panache 
stirs the memory:  Pouilly 
Fuisse; Sancerre; Chas-
sagne Montrachet…
more please.

5. Accommodation:  
Panache has spacious 
cabins with gleaming 
bathrooms stocked with 
L’occitane products.  
Cabins are serviced dai-
ly, showers and loo work 
very well.  Evening turn-
down and a little choco-
late on the pillow…who 
doesn’t love that?

6. Le Bar.  European 
Waterways who oper-

ate a  eet of barges in 
France, Scotland, the 
UK, and Holland, has an 
open-bar policy.  Help 
yourself any time from 
well-stocked shelves or 
ask one of the stewards 
to make you a cocktail.  
French martinis before 
lunch, sidecars before 
dinner, brandy after 
dinner (usually refused 
but nice to know it was 
there.)  No nasty bar-bill 
surprises at the end of 
the cruise.

7. Excursions: Euro-
pean Waterways puts 
as much thought into 
its shore excursions as 
it does to ensure your 
comfort and gastronomy 
ful lment. A mini-van 
waits at each anchorage 
and you are comfortably 
driven into the coun-
tryside to experience 

famous landmarks, re-
nowned cultural and his-
toric sites…each time to 
return to the comforting 
arms of the crew waiting 
with a new-to-you cock-
tail. 

8. Friends:   Most Eu-
ropean waterways barg-
es take eight guests, 
some 12, so the atmo-
sphere is more like a 
house party on a private 
vessel.  Guests’ ages 
usually range in  gures 
us mature folks like.  
(About 45 upwards).  
Full charters mean you 
can get the gang or the 
family together and have 
the barge to yourselves. 

9. Style and elegance:  
Panache is all teak and 
leather and fresh  ow-
er displays.  Beautiful 
china and glassware 
adorned the table at 

every meal.  Service is 
intimate, friendly with a 
‘nothing is too hard’ ap-
proach.  The crew speak 
English.     

10. Adventure and 
scenery: Going through 
the many locks along the 
waterways provides live-
ly entertainment. Watch-
ing deckhand Judy jump 
on and off  the barge with 
the deftness of a moun-
tain goat to do nautical 

things with ropes and 
bollards was part of the 
experience.  Then there 
are all those bridges to 
go under and the slow-
passing French coun-
tryside stretching to the 
horizon. 

Barging provides more 
than ten reasons to go…
it’s all about leisure, in-
dulgence and discovery. 

The writer was a guest 
on board Panache.

10 reasons to go barging in France - you’ll love it…

From left to right; Panache in lock - dining area - sundeck

FACT BOX
Prices for a six-night cruise on a European 

Waterways hotel barge are from €3,190pp in a 
twin/double cabin, including all meals, wines, 
an open bar, excursions and local transfers. Full 
barge charters are also available for families and 
groups.

European Waterways: Tel Toll Free:                            
1800 828 050 

Visit website:  www.gobarging.com

q 1800 677 760 (freecall)            boooook onnnnnllliiinnnneeeee at kingstours.com.au          OPERATING
SINCE 1986

PICK-UP
& RETURN

ESCORTED
FROM PERTHTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

INCLUSIONS
  Home pick up and return by Hughes
  Kings Tour Manager
  Return economy airfare including taxes with 
Singapore airlines

 Exclusive Kings Tour to Singapore
  7-nights at Hotel Jen 
  Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary
  Breakfast daily, 1 high tea and 3 dinners

TOUR COST PER PERSON
$3,490*  $4,450*   
TWIN SHARE SINGLE PRICE

The above price includes $120pp of air taxes which are subject to change.

INCLUSIONS
 Home pick-up and return by Hughes
 Kings Tour Manager
 Luxury Coach Travel with Professional Driver
 4-nights at the Quality Inn Margaret River
 Breakfast daily, 5 lunches and 5 dinners
 Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary

TOUR COST PER PERSON
$2,150* $2,750* 
TWIN SHARE SINGLE PRICE

INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return by Hughes
  Kings Tour Manager 
  Return economy airfares including taxes
  2 nights at the Parkroyal Darling Harbour
  12 Night Cruise on-board the Celebrity Solstice
  All meals and entertainment on-board the cruise
  Cruise Port Charges, taxes and gratuities
  Breakfast daily, 12 lunches and 12 dinners
  Transfers throughout

TOUR COST PER PERSON
Balcony Stateroom Category 2B. Private sanctuaries 
where you’ll enjoy both in and outdoor space

$5,995* $9,950* 
TWIN SHARE   SINGLE PRICE
* e. 

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNNNNGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAAAAPPPPPPPPPOOOOOOOORRRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
Christmas Lights & Sights

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCHHHHHHHHHHHHRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSSSTTTTTTTTTMMMMMMMMAAAAAAAAAAAAASSSSSSSSSSSSSSS  IIIIIIIIIIIIIIINNNNNNNNNN
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRRGGGGGGGGGGGAAAAAAAAARRRRRRRRRRREEEEEEEEETTTTTT RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIVVVVVVVVVVVVVVVEEEEEEEEEERRR

NNNNNNNNEEEEEEEEEEWWWWWWWWWWWW ZZZZZZEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLLLLLLLLLAAAAAANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNDDDDDDDDDDDD 
CCCCCCCCCCCRRRRRRRRRRRRUUUUUUUUIIIIIIIISSSSSSSSSEEEEEEEEE
Christmas & New Year on 
board the Celebrity Solstice

1 TO 8 DECEMBER 2017

23 TO 27 DECEMBER 2017

19 DECEMBER 2017 TO 2 JANUARY 2018 

LUXURY ESCORTED TOURS FROM PERTH
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Toll Free: 1300 842 688
E: sales@mwtravel.com.au
W: www.mwtravel.com.au

Mandarin World Tours
mandarinworldtours

Fully inclusive
From $4,295

16 Days Vietnam and Cambodia Delight
Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hoian, Ho Chi Minh City
Saigon, Cu Chi Tunnels, 
Phnom Peh&Siem Reap

Fully inclusive
From $3,785

15 Days The Best of Vietnam
Hochiminh City, Saigon, Mekong Delta, Hanoi, 
Cu Chi Tunnels, Dalat, 
Nha Trang, Danang & Hoi An

Fully inclusive
From $4,685

16 Days Mighty Yangtze & Hong Kong
Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Fengdu, Chongqing,
Victoria Cruise on Three 
Gorges & Hong Kong

Fully inclusive
From $5,185

15 Days Natural Wonders of China
Zhangjiajie, Tian Men Mt, Yichang, Yangtze River
Cruise, Chongqing, 
Jiuzhaigou & Chengdu

Fully inclusive
From $6,995

20 Days Japan, Korea, Taiwan Triple Indulgence
Taipei, Kaohsiung, Kenting, Seoul, Gwangju, Sun 
Moon Lake, Busan, Andong,
Mt.Sorak, Tokyo, Kyoto&Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $7,480

15 Days Japan Cherry Blossom & Garden 2018
Tokyo, Hakone, Mt.Fuji, Takayama, Kanazawa,
Kyoto, Nara, Hiroshima,
Miyajima,Kobe, Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $4,995

14 Days Colourful Holi Festival
Delhi, Agra, Bharatpur, Ranthambore, Jaipur, 
Jodhpur,Udaipur

Fully inclusive
From $4,885

14 Days The Spirits of India with Camel Fair
Kolkata, Varanasi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri, Jaipur, 
Pushkar & Delhi RE
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DAY TOURS   EXTENDED TOURS   CHARTERS

ROYAL 
GALA TOURS

1300 233 556
royalgala@bigpond.com 
www.royalgalatours.com.au
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Boddington Gold Mine Tour, 3 July 
Adults $110  Seniors $100
Includes transport, morning/afternoon tea, BYO lunch

Kununurra Top End, 5-22 August
Adults $5240  Seniors $5040  Single Sup $1560
Optional: Scenic  ight, Bungle Bungles 
and Diamond Mine Tour $749 (Day 9)
Ravensthorpe Wild ower Show, 13-16 Sept 
Adults $1040  Seniors $1020  Single Sup $190

It’s time to stop and smell the roses and discover 
the art of slow travel

by Tiana Templeman

A WARM breeze tinged 
with the heady scent of 
frangipani wafts through 
the reception area as each 
newly arrived guest is 
presented with a colour-
ful cocktail. The resort’s 
atmosphere is pure island 
holiday but the woman 
beside me seems oblivi-
ous. She twirls a pair of 
oversize sunglasses as her 
husband strides purpose-
fully towards the gift shop. 

‘Hurry up!’ she calls af-
ter him. ‘I’m trying to relax!’

Her comment would be 
hilarious if, for many travel-
lers, it were not so true. 

Holidays were once an 
opportunity to unwind and 
enjoy a destination; to rev-
el in its sense of place; to 
forge relationships with lo-
cal people and take home 
memories more precious 

and long lasting than any 
video recording. Unfortu-
nately life has since be-
come so fast-paced that 
travellers often feel com-
pelled to cram in as much 
fun and activity as possi-
ble. But what joy is there in 
spending vast amounts of 
time and money selecting 
a destination, accommo-
dation and activities, only 
to arrive too harried and 
stressed to enjoy it?

Many time-poor adults 
long for the laid back holi-
days of their childhood, 
when simple pleasures 
like wandering up the road 
for an ice-cream or laugh-
ing with new-found friends 
used to bring them such 
joy. Although it did not 
have a name back then, 
most of these holidays 
revolved around what has 
since become known as 
“slow travel” and holi-

day makers have come 
to realise how much they 
have come to miss them. 
Rediscovering the art of 
travelling slowly is perhaps 
the most rewarding jour-
ney modern travellers can 
take. 

A leisurely schedule is 
helpful when it comes to 
travelling slowly but it is 
far from essential. Slow 
travel is not about moving 
at a snail’s pace, rather it is 
about taking time to revel 
in the whole travel expe-
rience. Your slow travel 
journey can begin before 
you leave home. Reading 
a travel narrative or novel 
set in your destination of 
choice helps to create a 
sense of connection with 
the place you are visiting 
long before you arrive. The 
characters in novels grab 
you by the hand and drag 
you through a city. They 

Melasti Festival © Trevor Templeman

make you live it through 
their eyes, make you walk 
the streets with them and 
make you fall in love with 
it. And if their view is gritty 
rather than romanticised?  
Well, perhaps that’s not 
such a bad thing. 

Slow travel means re-
sisting the temptation to 
create a long list of “must-
do” sights so you can fo-
cus on engaging with the 
local culture instead. Take 
a cooking class to learn 
more about the cuisine, 
stay with a local family or 
time your visit to coincide 
with a cultural or religious 
festival. EatWith can 
match you with someone 
who will cook you dinner 
in their own home or you 
could support the slow 
travel philosophy of mi-
crophilanthropy by seek-
ing out the work of local 
artists. All of these mo-
ments of connection help 
travellers develop and 
maintain meaningful links 
with distant places long 
after they return home. 

Slow travel can also be 
about embracing the road 
less travelled. Sometimes 
it pays to look beyond the 
standard tourist trail for 
sights and activities which 
encapsulate a destination. 
Angkor Wat is deservedly 
popular but why not ex-
plore some of Cambodia’s 

beautiful, lesser known 
monuments instead? Ru-
ins such as Beng Mealea 
and Koh Ker are worthy 
rivals to Angkor and can 
easily be visited in a day. 
The lack of tourists is an 
added bonus, allowing 
visitors to fully experience 
the ruins and gain a unique 
appreciation of their re-
mote beauty. 

It is true that some lo-
cations make slow travel 
easier than others. On the 
Maldives, sunlight glim-
mers on the ocean, se-
cluded beaches beckon 
and there is seldom a 
cloud in the sky. It is al-
most impossible not to 
travel slowly in a destina-
tion such as this. That said, 
travelling slowly requires a 
certain state of mind rather 
than a speci c destination. 
Anyone can do it, regard-
less of their budget, desti-
nation or age. 

The faster we live life, the 
more we lose the connec-
tion to its most important 
and rewarding aspects: 
the people, places, learn-
ing, sharing and sense of 
community which make 
life great. 

American actress Mae 
West once said, “Anything 
worth doing is worth doing 
slowly.”  Those who prac-
tice the art of slow travel 
would agree.

CMV CRUISES have designed a speci c four-night 
cruise departing Fremantle on 21 January 2018 to hon-
our the 41,000 ANZAC’s that passed through Albany 
during World War I.

 The Astor with a comfortable range of cabins and a 
capacity of 620 passengers has combined its on-board 
features with activities in Albany to make it a memo-
rable event around the celebration.

 There will be an exclusive dawn service on the 23 
January off  Middleton Beach held by the captain of the 
Astor, a dusk service held by Albany RSL at the Na-
tional ANZAC Centre with the last post at sunset, a gun 
 ring ceremony culminating in an afternoon tea with on-
board speaker Regimental Brigadier Geoff  Hand AM 
RFD.

A historical lecturer Don Doust will be on the cruise to 
cover topics such as the history of Albany, The ANZAC 
horse and local family war stories and battle details.

A shore excursion is available to visit the National AN-
ZAC Centre during the stopover. Meanwhile the itiner-
ary that sees the ship in Albany from 9am to 6pm on 
Tuesday 23 January off ers the balance of days at sea to 
enjoy the excellent facilities provided by Astor.

The cruise line CMV are off ering a special early bird 
fare with pay one person and get the other free with the 
opening level $1009 ($504.50 per person) that includes 
all meals, on board lectures, entertainment, swimming 
pool, deck sports plus for relaxation the wellness cen-
tre.

No passports required, no vaccinations, drinks and 
retail shopping on-board in Australian dollars make it 
an easy opportunity to cruise. For more information 
and bookings contact Chris Dagostino on 9382 5011 or 
email chrisd@traveltree.com.au

ANZAC memorial 
cruise to Albany 

next January

On the Blackwood River, Bridgetown

RAC ★★★★ Your tranquil adult retreat in
a picturesque riverbank setting 2 kms from 

Bridgetown CBD featuring
• Spacious, self-contained, luxury accommodation
• Stunning riverside location
• Bird lovers’ paradise with late afternoon feeding
• Unit for disabled available with King size 
   or twin bed con guration
View our website and/or give Julian and Jenny a call

Tel: 9761 2828
www.tweedvalleylodge.com.au
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FAST FACTS:
Want to know more about the slow movement 

and travelling slowly? Visit www.slowmovement.
com, www.slowtraveleurope.eu www.slowtravel 
magazine.com
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KALBARRI EDGE RESORT

Edge Seniors Deals!
Luxury accommodation
*$71.50 per person per night...
that is less than half price!

Includes FREE restaurant breakfast daily
FREE courtesy coach pick up and Rainbow Jungle transfers
FREE welcome drink
FREE upgrade to spa suite. Min 2 persons  
And FREE desserts when having dinner at Edge Restaurant 
(with main course)
*conditions apply

BOOK NOW
www.kalbarriedge.com.au
info@kalbarriedge.com.au

1800 286 155
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Luxury new resort next to town centre

Unlimited overseas
medical expenses

All medical 
conditions considered

Cover up to 100 
years of age

Mitsui Sumitomo Insurance Company, Limited, ABN 49 000 525 637, issues InsureandGo Travel Insurance 
(the insurance). Please read the combined product disclosure statement and financial services guide 
available at www.insureandgo.com.au/policy-wordings.html to decide if the insurance is right for you.

insureandgo.com.auP:1300 550 396
Promo code: haveaGo10
10% off travel insurance!
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Fully accommodated tours - Air con vehicles - most meals
Call 1300 662 026 Email aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au
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DAY TOURS
Northern Wild owers                            20 August
New Norcia and Wild owers                    17 September
Millbrook Winery, Mandurah  Dolphins         29 October
Busselton Underwater Observatory Tour  26 November
Seniors $90pp, Adults $95pp inc morning tea & lunch 
EXTENDED TOURS
Kimberley Dreaming 23 - 31 July, 9 days, 
Seniors $3600pp  Adults $3650pp  S/Supp $560
Paint the Pilbara Art Tour 3 - 10 Aug, 8 days, 
$4250pp  S/Supp $780
Wave Rock - Balingup Medieval Festival 26-27 Aug, 
2 days, Seniors $445pp  Adults $495pp  S/Supp $70
Northern Wild owers with Wild ower Guide 
3 - 6 September, 4 days, 
$1050pp  S/Supp $250
Mt Augustus - Karijini - At Wild ower Time 
10 - 19 September, 10 days, 
Seniors $2825pp  Adults $2875pp  S/Supp $650

by Mike Roennfeldt

I WAS  recently in the Cocos 

Keeling Islands. It’s something 
I try to on a regular basis be-
cause I’m happily addicted to 

the place, as are my son Toby 
and  shing mate Dan Tenardi.

There’s an incredibly laid 
back air about Cocos and the 
speed limit of 30Kmph in town 
and 50Kmph on the “open 
road” seems about right. Peo-
ple wave or smile when you 
pass them in the street, be it on 
West Island where the airstrip 
and main infrastructure are, or 
across the lagoon on Home Is-
land where 450 Cocos Malays 
call the place home.

Our excuse for being there is 
that we are hooked on catch-
ing bone sh, one of the true 
cult species on the planet. They 
have a mystique all their own 
and are commonly referred to 

as the grey ghosts of the  ats. 
Nothing runs as hard as a bone 
and the experience of catching 
one in less than 30cm of crystal 
clear water is unique and unfor-
gettable, especially when using 
 y gear.

Imagine a  sh of 1kg or 
so that is capable of running 
100m at blistering speed, be-
ing wound right back in and still 
has the energy left to do it all 
again. Now imagine how a  sh 
of 3kg or even 4kg performs.

Having said that, if it were 
always that easy everyone 
would be doing it. I have been 
to a place where it is that easy. 
Kiritimati, another atoll, three 
or four hours  ying south of 

Hawaii, is absolutely alive with 
bones. It’s a place where you 
 sh with local guides and if you 
don’t catch at least 50 for the 
week you haven’t been trying. 
Kiritimati is remote and getting 
there can be expensive. Cocos 
isn’t quite so expensive but at 
least it is still in Australia.

To put the comparison be-
tween Cocos and Kiritimati 
into perspective, Dan Tenardi 
alone caught nine on his  rst 
day there a few years ago, de-
spite the fact that it was the  rst 
time he had picked up a  y rod 
in anger. On our most recent 
trip to Cocos we only caught 
three and a half bones between 
us for the week. The half was 

courtesy of the annoyingly 
proli c black tipped reef shark 
population.

The  sh were big though and 
we did have our share of lesser 
species to amuse us between 
the moments of bone sh ac-
tion. Foremost among these 
was the delightful silver biddy, a 
bream- like  sh that  ghts with 
enormous energy and spirit 
and tastes really good in bat-
ter. The locals absolutely love 
them.

There were small trevally, 
dart and barracuda too, but 
de nitely not enough bone-
 sh this time around. Still, that 
leaves us something to look 
forward to on the next trip.

BOOK clubs off er a fun 
and interactive way to 
share the joy of reading 
with like-minded people. 

The ABC’s television 
show The Book Club 
hosted by Jennifer Byrne 
televises a weekly show 

featuring a multitude of 
authors and books.
   Kings Tours and Travel 
know that many of their 
clients love reading and 
talking about books. 
People the world over 
enjoy the love of read-
ing when travelling and 
this spurred them onto to 
putting together a special 
tour for bookworms.
 The  ve-day trip includ-
ed accommodation at 
the Park Royal Darling 
Harbour, a visit to the Bo-
tanical Gardens and be-
ing part of the studio au-
dience for two episodes 
of the television show 
The Book Club.

They were certainly in 

for a treat when the  rst 
episode featured four 
writers from the Sydney 
Writers Festival and the 
second show featured 
two guest authors. Sev-
eral of the ladies were 
thrilled when they were 
chosen to be interviewed 
for segments “What is 
your favourite book” and 
‘What is your bedside 
reading at the moment?”
   Another highlight for the 
group when visiting the 
ABC studios was seeing 
Stan Grant and Wendy 
Harman nonchalantly 
walking through the foyer.
Everyone on the tour 
agreed that it was an 
extra highlight to the trip 

that the Vivid light show 
commenced when they 
arrived and Sydney was 
illuminated for their trip.

Many of Sydney’s fa-
mous attractions lit up for 
the festival including the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge 
and the Opera House. 
Another fun part of the 
trip was a visit to the Tea 
Cosy coff ee shop at the 
Rocks. Here delicious 
home made afternoon 
teas are served in lovely 
china and on the tables 
were balls of wool and 
knitting needles for crafty 
people to add some rows 
to the knitting.
   Carrie Bassett-Scarfe, 
who took part in the tour, 

The Kings group at the ABC studios in Sydney

Lights, camera and action in Sydney for a special book club lovers tour 
said, “The Book Club tour 
was fantastic and a very 
interesting experience, 
especially with an added 
bonus of being part of the 
Sydney Writers Festival.”
   Kings Tours and Travel 

off er a variety of tours for 
people, the Book Club 
Tour will run again next 
year. For more informa-
tion contact 9380 6656 
or visit www.kingstours.
com.au

It was light on bone sh but Cocos Islands an idyllic  shing spot

Fly  shing in paradise
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Discover the magic 
of gold on Go West’s 
Gold Mine Experience 
Tour of Newmont 
Boddington Gold, 
one of Australia’s 
largest producing 
mines.

   Visit the giant pit

   Watch ore processing

   Pan for gold

A comfortable day tour   
just 130km from Perth.

Tour Prices from Perth
Children (8 to 17): $ 44.00
Adults (18+): $ 60.00
Seniors: $ 54.00

What to Wear
•  Covered shoes (not sandals 

or thongs)
• Long sleeved cotton shirt
• Long cotton pants
• Camera

Safety Equipment
You will be issued with Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE)
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Albany Gardens Winter Special
Stay 7, Pay 5

Explore Albany this winter and save! 
Stay 7 nights and only pay for 5 in any of 
our comfortable cabins or spacious sites! 
Centrally located in Albany, our park offers a 
range of accommodation to suit your needs.

08 9841 4616
www.albanygardens.com.au
22 Wellington St, Albany

Conditions apply: Offer valid to 31st August 2017. Excludes June long weekend, 
subject to availability at time of booking.
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Long Table Lunch 24 Sept 
with Angus Stewart & Sabrina Hahn   

booking essential
www.wild owersravensthorpe.org.au     

Ph 9835 7034

RAVENSTHORPE WILDFLOWER SHOW 
& SPRING FESTIVAL 9-24 September

 Street Parade & Concert 9 Sept
 Over 600 wild ower specimens on show 10-23 Sept; 

Floral sculptures, guided bush walk 17 Sept, 
4WD Wild ower Tag Along Tours 16, 21, 22 Sept, 

art exhibition & patchwork display, public art silo mural, 
soup & Devonshire Tea.

HAG
N#304-047886

Quiet, comfy, lovely garden setting. Free Wi .
Fully self-contained well-equipped units. 
Only a 2 min walk to beach and Marina.

COACH PICK-UP AVAILABLE
WEEKLY RATE $500 unit, $600 chalet

LAZY LOBSTER 
Holiday Units/Chalets, 

PORT DENISON/DONGARA

Ph 9927 2177  Email: lazylobster@westnet.com.au
Visit www.lazylobster.net.au
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by Lee Tate

WE ARE towing our cara-
van up the well-worn trail 
from Perth to WA’s north-
west favoured by grey 
nomads and families. We 
are on a mission to taste 
the services and check 
the costs for Have a Go 
News campers and cara-
vanners.

Tradition has it that 
the budget-conscious 
motorist stocks-up with 
everything before leaving 

Perth. Rural high prices 
and poor supplies are 
well remembered by se-
nior campers and cara-
vanners.

In Perth, after super-
market shopping, our van 
fridge, cupboards and ev-
ery available space in car 
and van are jam-packed 
with food and water and, 
of course, both fuel tanks 
in the 4WD are up to the 
brim. Now we’re off .

For motorists who 
haven’t taken these north-

bound roads in decades, 
the most obvious change 
is traffi  c. Mining and de-
velopment has brought 
mass numbers of mon-
ster road trains, extra-
wide loads and commut-
ing trucks. Oncoming, 
wide-load trucks can take 
up most of the road and 
the northern traveller has 
no option but to heave-to. 
Right off  to the side of the 
road. Size matters.

The good news is that 
truck traffi  c is down from 
the frantic construction 
days. We happily note im-
provements to road signs 
but more can be done to 
meet the needs of us, the 
caravan set, who want  to 
know, for safety, what’s 
ahead, well ahead. A 

turn-off  or a major stop. 
Getting onto Brand 

Highway and the Great 
Northern Highway when 
leaving Perth on Roe 
Highway is confusing and 
frustrating when there 
is no direction given to 
points north. We  nd 
we are on Reid Highway 
Joondalup-bound before 
making amends.

Ten points to Geraldton 
for its road signs entering 
and exiting the city. But 
further along, road signs 
that point  to attractions 
and stopovers off  the 
main road fail to say how 
far they are. Distance, of 
course, is a key factor in 
making a towing motor-
ist’s decision, especially 
on long hauls. 

For service, we give 
delightful Dongara a tick 
of approval. It’s just a little 
thing but we want a small 
bag of ice just to put in 
drinks for the evening. 
We tell the bottle shop 
attendant that the stan-
dard bags are far too big 
for our immediate needs. 
She kindly  nds a broken, 
part- lled ice bag and 
charges us just 99c. Cool! 
Such little gestures go a 
long way to bringing back 
the tourist.

So far, our Perth sup-
plies have held up and 
we’ve found acceptable 
prices for our short stop-
overs. For fuel, we’re in 
the hands of the gods 
and can only ease the 
burden with any super-
market or RAC deals. It 
doesn’t help fuel econo-
mies when you are load-
ed with heavy food and 
water – and towing a 20ft 
van (they still refer to the 
old measurements). 

When we reach Car-
narvon, a revelation! 
When we get into town 
our eyes light up. A city-
size Woolworths has ev-
erything we need and at 
city-comparable prices. 
We could have simply 
packed minimal supplies 
in Perth, reduced fuel 
costs carting it all and 
topped-up with groceries 
and water in Carnarvon. 
Is this the start of a rural 

trend? We sincerely hope 
so. We could also have 
picked up all our supplies 
at Geraldton supermar-
kets at reasonable prices 
but wanted to get clear of 
urban areas.

   Down at Carnarvon’s 
Pickle Point we paid $10 
for six whiting  llets. No 
bargain but caught local-
ly. There’s excellent cof-
fee at the One Mile Jetty 
which has a brilliant little 
free museum attached.

And for dog-lovers, 
Carnarvon brochures 
proclaims: “Pets are cer-
tainly welcome” with sev-
eral caravan sites making 
provision, including Win-
tersun which has an on-
site, fenced, dog exercise 
yard. Seats are provided 
to allow owners to watch 
their charges run free of 
leashes on lawn.

At Carnarvon’s Space 
and Technology Museum 
there are discounts for 
seniors. This, the last sta-
tion to communicate with 
American space craft be-
fore they left earth. Astro-
nauts Buzz Aldrin, Andy 
Thomas and Gene Cer-
nan have all visited and 
opened diff erent sections 
of the museum. Visitors 
can take a simulated blast 
into space – and get free 
tea and coff ee.

Our trip north through 
the state’s mid-west has 
been enlightening and 

encouraging. Tastes and 
traditions are turning, 
the trip remains excit-
ing and, signi cantly, the 
people proving friendly. 
En route, we haven’t for-
gotten to soak-up the ru-
ral atmosphere. We learn 
we’re in the midst of an 
eight-year-long drought. 
Grain-growing giant John 
Nicoletti has decided to 
sell  ve of his farms and 
divert to sheep, given a 
strong export market. 
His  ock is burgeoning to 
40,000. Country initiative.

And there’s a big turn-
out for the Mullewa Mus-
ter. Cowgirl Courtney 
Reinke, just 15, thrills the 
crowd, riding angry bulls 
weighing in at 400kg and 
is a national titles con-
tender. 

Also heading north are 
“Mr and Mrs B”, a couple 
from Rockingham who 
modestly don’t want their 
names used. But they 
stand out as they make 
the epic Perth-Darwin 
journey exposed to the 
dust and the trucks and 
the heat sitting up in their 
leathers on a shiny-black, 
four-wheel, customised 
motorbike. They’re tow-
ing a pint-size camper 
with barely sleeping room 
for two.

They’re still living the life 
on road. In their eighties!  
NEXT ISSUE: Camping 
in our north. Free or fee?

Left to right; Mr and Mrs B - not too old at 80 - Dogs welcome - Steve with Sooty from Albany in Carnarvon

North by caravan - in search of value and service on the road

BENDIGO Bank pres-
ents Mandurah’s Fan-
tasy of Flowers on Sat-
urday 19 August and 

Sunday 20 August. This 
free event will be held at 
the Mandurah Perform-
ing Arts Centre in Orms-

by Terrace in Mandurah.
Visitors will enjoy 

the experiences of the 
smells and colour of 
Mandurah’s glorious 
 oral event, - people 
will be surrounded with 
both wild owers and 
some of the world’s 
best non-native  ow-
ers arranged with love 
and joy and presented 
for this magni cent 

Mandurah’s Fantasy of 
Flowers.

Avid growers are invit-
ed to be part of the show 
with a variety of themes. 
There are seven classes 
to enter in including a 
category for children. 
Entry forms must be 
received by 1 August 
and there are monetary 
rewards for  rst, second 
and third prizes.

For further informa-
tion go on line to Face-
book site Mandurah’s 
Fantasy of Flowers 
page or telephone Col-
leen on 0408 947 178 
or Jude on 9534 6608 
for further information. 
Senior citizens can take 
advantage of the free 
bus to and from Man-
durah train station for 
this event.

Mandurah in full bloom for the Fantasy of Flowers

12 Little Colin Street, Busselton
book@capeviewbeachresort.com.au

www.capeviewbeachresort.com.au

Call us on 08 9755 4388

Book online at

 

Wildflowers Down South 2 night Package $360 available online
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Best Western Hospitality Inn Esperance
44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
9071 1999 
esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

Best Western Esperance

• FREE continental breakfast daily
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the Seasons Restaurant
• CENTRAL town location opposite the bay
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some block out dates apply

*ONLY $125 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!
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Best Western Hospitality Inn Kalgoorlie
560 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
9021 2888 
kalgoorlie@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnkalgoorlie.com.au

Best Western Kalgoorlie

• FREE continental breakfast daily       
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the 
   Katherine Station Restaurant
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some blockout dates apply. 

*ONLY $119 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

l
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WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION

travellinglet’s go 

WILDFLOWERS

 

Chi ering Landcare Centre     
175 Old Gingin Rd Muchea  

 off Great Northern Hwy north of Brand Hwy lights  
chi eringlandcare@iinet.net.au 

9571 0400  

Large display of named 
local wildowers. 
Garden thugs keep them 
in check.  
Wildowers of Chi�ering 
book for sale 
Need a name for that 
wildower or weed - ask 
us 
Biological bulldozer - 
learn how to protect our 
wildowers from die-
back. 

Meet wildlife with Wild-
life Carers 
Food and drinks availa-
ble. 

Accessible facili�es. 

Coaches welcome.  
       Just let us know when to 
expect you. 

Family day Saturday.  
More to experience - 
Animal Ark, Birds of 
Prey, heritage sheep, 
children’s ac�vi�es.  

Thurs. 14th Sept. to  
Sat. 16th Sept. 2017 

10am to 4 pm 
daily 
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by Frank Smith

AUSTRALIA could not 

function without the work 
done by volunteers. Ev-
erything from charity 

fund raising to environ-
mental management de-
pends on volunteers and 

with most adults of work-
ing age employed, the 
burden of volunteering 
falls largely on seniors.

Prominent amongst 
the volunteers are 130 
‘friends’ groups who help 
maintain important heri-
tage and environmental 
areas around Perth.

Mr Peter Schneider 
CEO of the Eastern Met-
ropolitan Regional Coun-
cil estimates 1,700 volun-
teers contribute 30,000 
volunteer hours annually 
to environmental projects 
in the Eastern Region. 

“These volunteer hours 
are vital to the ongoing 
protection of the natural 
environment, particularly 
in a region as unique as 
this,” he said. 

The eastern Swan 
Coastal Plain supports 
over 70 rare and prior-
ity  ora species and is 
a bio diversity hot spot 

within the south-west of 
Western Australia – one 
of 25 global biodiversity 
hotspots. 

He said the Swan 
River is a Perth icon and 
its health is at risk from 
urban and rural high nu-
trient run off . The catch-
ments and creek lines of 
the eastern region are vi-
tal water sources for the 
river; therefore improve-
ment of the environment 
of the eastern region has 
direct, positive impacts 
on the Swan and Helena 
Rivers and other tributar-
ies. 

Many regions in Aus-
tralia face similar threats 
of clearing, dieback, 
weeds and  re, but 
the high biodiversity of 
Perth’s Eastern Region, 
and its outer urban loca-
tion, means that eff ective 
management of these 
threats is critical. 

“Our volunteers have 
a strong interest in en-
vironmental protection 
and a willingness to get 
their hands dirty. Many 
members are also ex-
perts in environmental 
management with a 
huge depth of knowl-
edge and a diverse skill 
set,” Mr Schneider said. 

He warns that the to-
tal number of volunteers 
is declining and the av-
erage age is rising. 

It seems that baby 
boomers are less willing 
to volunteer, at least for 
outside work, than pre-
vious generations.

One such group is the 
Friends of Boya Trail. 
Begun 14 years ago 
they maintain an area 
of bush in Greenmount 
National Park including 
the heritage trail on the 
former narrow-gauge 
railway reserve from 

Midland to Mundaring.
One third of active 

members are in their 
eighties and the young-
est in their mid sixties.

“We desperately need 
more younger mem-
bers,” said Friends of 
Boya Trail coordinator, 
June Prouse. “All we 
ask is one hour’s work 
a week and unlike most 
forms of volunteering 
you get healthy exercise 
in the open air and en-
joy our natural environ-
ment.”

“The group has also 
been a source of educa-
tion, friendship and sup-
port to me and probably 
that’s the case for most 
of us,” she said.

Interested potential 
volunteers can contact 
Ms Prowse on 9250 
6468. Follow them on 
Facebook: Friends of 
Boya Trail.

Join the grey eco-warriors and help maintain our natural bush and river heritage

Take Time out in Toodyay
Relax in a luxury B&B in the Avon Valley
Within an hour’s drive of magnificent wildflowers

248 Blackwattle Rd, Toodyay Tel: 9574 4086 
Email: blackwattleretreat@westnet.com.au

www.blackwattleretreat.com.au
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MID WEEK BREAKS SPECIAL
*Includes breakfast.  Minimum 2 night stay.
Offer valid Sunday to Thursday inclusive.

$99*PER 
NIGHT

This could 
be you!

Discover the Kennedy Range 
National Park this Winter!

Tour Dates - 15 July / 29 July  
 5 August & 19 August
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So many holiday 
destinations to choose 

from at Villa Carlotta Travel

by Jennifer Merigan

Historical romance - Fire in the Heart
EIGHTY six-year old Lesley Mooney has written 
her  rst historical period drama. Lesley was born in 
Perth and now lives in Mackay in Queensland. Her 
book Fire in the Heart is set in Scotland and the 
story features a Scottish laird who takes a young 
wife. Their passion becomes overwhelming but a 
wedge is driven between them when she fails to 
produce an heir. The story has all the formulas for 
historical romance with death and heartbreak in its 
wake. It’s been Lesley’s dream to be a published 
and recognised author and this was an admirable 
eff ort for her  rst book.

Fire in the Heart is available through Amazon.
Romance - Talk of the Town

LOCAL  author Rachel Johns has written a 
cracker of a novel which has a little bit of intrigue, 
romance, history and new beginnings all centred in 
a small dairy farming town in WA as its backdrop. 

Johns writes well and her character develop-
ment throughout the book is excellent.

Main character Meg is a young woman looking 
for a new start in life and wants to remain reclu-
sive but by chance meets a local dairy farmer and 
his son and develops a relationship with them. It 
proves not to be smooth sailing as she battles her 
own secrets and their grief.

Johns weaves a historical twist into the plot 
which keeps the reader absorbed mixing it with 
love, loss and new beginnings. It’s an easy and 
enjoyable read that’s hard to put down and great 
to know that we have such talent residing in WA.

Published by Harlequin Books and available at 
all good bookstores and online.

Historical Non Fiction 
- A Heritage Walk - Cleaver Precinct West 

Perth.
MARIE Slyth has produced a book highlighting 

the heritage area of Clever Precinct in West Perth. 
The book was published in 2009 for a series of 
heritage walks conducted in the area. It looks back 
on the history of the streets including Newcastle, 
Carr, Cleaver, Charles, Strathcoma and Florence 
Streets.

The book contains stories of life in the 1930s on-
wards, by a number of locals who lived in the area, 
together with pictures of historic heritage build-
ings, houses and sites within Cleaver Precinct and 
on the boundary.

It’s provides an opportunity for people who are 
interested in the history of these streets with an 
interesting background of the everyday lives of 
people in the area.

The book is an excellent resource for people 
who love historic walks and is available from Marie 
Slyth on 9227 1940 or email patricem38@iinet.net.
au

Volunteers ready for action

Books I’ve read…local 
authors dominate the 

desk this month…

SHUFFLE is the new 
range of interactive card 
games based on fam-
ily classics, impress the 
grandchildren with these 
interactive games.

By downloading the 
relevant app to a phone 
or tablet, Shuffl  e can 
bring a fun new dimen-
sion to Twister, bring 
Chance cards to life in 
Monopoly, produce or 
create customised pic-
tures of friends and fami-
ly using the Guess Who? 
imagery. 

New titles are Monop-

NOW is the time to book 
that next holiday and Villa 
Carlotta Travel has a fan-
tastic range just waiting 
for people to enjoy. For 
people who are into arts 
and crafts then Villa has 
the holiday you’ve been 
waiting for.  Their brand 
new six-day tour, Craft 
and Quilt Fair Adelaide 
features markets, galler-
ies, historic collections 
and scenic touring.  

The highlight of this 
holiday is Australia’s 
number one Craft and 
Quilt Fair.  There will be 
a huge range of stalls, 
displays and workshops 
to choose from all under 
the one roof.  Add to this 
a great range of tour-
ing including Hahndorf, 
Carrick Hill, the famous 
Barossa Valley and the 
Yalumba Estate.  This 
will be a crafters delight 
so get  friends together 
for a wonderful holiday 
experience.  Departing 
Tuesday 19 to Sunday 
24 September 2017 and 
starting from just $2920 
per person twin share, 
this will be the ultimate 
arts and crafts pilgrim-
age.

For those who are lov-
ers of gardens then The 
Yarra Valley and Tesse-
laar Tulip Festival holiday 
is the perfect trip.  The 
highlight will be the 64th 
Annual Tesselaar Tulip 
Festival.  Set in the lush 
Dandenong Ranges and 
covering over  ve acres, 
will delight in more than 
750,000 magni cent tu-
lips, a sight not to forget.  
Other highlights include 
tractor orchard tours, 
steam train rides, garden 
tours and estates, local 
history, Bavarian feasts 
and entertainment, a 
Who Dunnit Murder 
Mystery night. This six-
day holiday departs 11 to 
16 September 2017 and 
starts from $3195 per 
person twin share.  

Sticking with  owers, 
exclusively for the solo 
traveller, Villa’s won-
derful Just for Singles 
Toowoomba Carnival of 

Flowers holiday is a must 
for those that appreciate 
a great  ower festival.  
Departing 19 to 25 Sep-
tember 2017, this seven- 
day holiday includes not 
only the festival but also 
the Cobb & Co Museum, 
Spring Bluff  Railway Sta-
tion, Harrow Gardens 
Afternoon Tea and much 
more.  With a guaran-
teed single room price of 
$3690, this is a great way 
to enjoy this festival.

Also for the solo trav-
eller is Villa’s brand new 
Just for Singles Adelaide 
and the Indian Paci c 
six-day holiday.  Featur-
ing three days touring the 
sights of Adelaide includ-
ing the Adelaide Gaol, 
Botanical Gardens and 
Central Markets followed 
by two nights in Gold 
Class aboard the Indian 
Paci c.  

The highlight of the 
journey will be an eve-
ning  under the stars at 
Rawlinna, just spectacu-
lar.  Departing 26 March 
2018, don’t miss out on 
this amazing holiday.  To 
book on any of these Villa 
holidays, simply FreeCall 
1800 066 272 or email 
holidays@villa.com.au

oly, Monopoly Junior, 
Trivial Pursuit, My Little 
Pony, Operation, Guess 
Who? Cluedo, Connect 
4, Boggle and The Game 
of Life. RRP $19.95 
each.  

The Game of Things
The Game of Things 

is the ultimate “who-
said-what” game that 
presents players with 
provocative questions 
such as “Things… you 
wouldn’t do for a million 
dollars”, “Things… you 
wish grew on trees”, or 
“Things... your parents 
forgot to tell you”. Sim-
ply pick a topic, have all 
players write a response, 
then read them out loud 
and guess who said 
what. There are no right 
or wrong answers, just a 

whole lot of laughs. RRP 
$39.95, suitable for ages 
14+.

WIN WIN WIN 
We have a selec-

tion of games includ-
ing Cluedo, Trivial Pur-
suit and The Game of 
Things to give away 
to some lucky readers 
this month. To be in the 
draw simply email win@
haveagonews.com.
au with Games in the 
subject line or send an 
envelope to Crown and 
Andrews Board Games 
– C/- Have a Go News 
– PO Box 1042, West 
Leederville 6901. Please 
include your name, ad-
dress and phone num-
ber on the reverse side. 
Competition closes 
31/07/17.

New generation board games for great 
holiday entertainment

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION

travellinglet’s go 

WILDFLOWERS

Victoria Plains encompasses many charming little 
farming communities within an easily accessible 

drive (via the Great Northern Highway or through 
Toodyay) less than 2 hours from Perth. 

The drive alone is breathtakingly beautiful in the 
Winter and Spring, with wild owers, bright yellow 

canola crops and the remains of many early 
buildings still visible from the roads. The area 

includes the historic monastic town of New Norcia; 
however it is often the other small rural towns that 
impress visitors who just want a peaceful stopover 

or base when exploring the rich history, wild owers, 
renown star gazing or thriving agriculture.

VISIT THE Shire of Victoria Plains WEBPAGE 
www.victoriaplains.wa.gov.au 

FOR CARAVAN PARK BOOKING DETAILS.
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 Climb aboard the Ice Explorer and 
ascend onto the Athabasca Glacier 

 Stay in one of the Rockies most 
stunning lodges, Emerald Lake Lodge 

 Travel on board the Rocky Mountaineer 
 Visit the “Diamond in the Wilderness”, 

Lake Louise 
 Ascend Sulphur Mountain in a gondola 

for stunning views over Banff 
 Explore Banff & Jasper National Parks 
 Take a guided tour around Vancouver  
 Wander through world famous Butchart 

Gardens 
 Cruise the Inside Passage one of the 

world’s most spectacular waterways 
 Visit the ski resort town of Whistler 
 Experience the splendour of Alaska’s 

number one glacier viewing attraction 
in the famous Glacier Bay

 Home pick up and return by Hughes* 
 Kings Tour Manager 
 Return economy airfares and taxes 
(subject to availability, surcharges may apply)

 14 Day Canadian Rockies Experience 
  7 Nights on a luxury cruise ship – 
Princess Cruises Ruby Princess 

 2 Day Rocky Mountaineer Rail 
Experience, one of the world’s great rail 
journeys 

 First Class hotels including all hotel 
service charges and porterage 

 Return airport transfers 
 Port taxes and charges 
 All tipping and gratuities

HIGHLIGHTS

INCLUSIONS

$12,790*  TWIN SHARE

$16,490*   SINGLE PRICE

TOUR COST PER PERSON

LUXURY OVERSEAS TOUR

$12,790*FROM

24 DAYSOPERATING
SINCE 1986

PICK-UP
& RETURN

ESCORTED
FROM PERTHT

LUXURY ESCORTED HOLIDAYS FROM PERTH. EXXPPERRRIEENCE TTTTTHHHHEEE KKKKIINNNNGGGGGS TOURS DIFFFFFFFFFFEEEEERENCE.q 1800 677 760 (freecall)            boooook onnnnnllliiinnnneeeee at kingstours.com.au          

Experience the romance of rail travel, the majesty of cruising and the luxury of 
coach on this enthralling holiday. Visit all the ‘best of’ attractions of the North and 
South Islands and be escorted by a professional Tour Guide. Highlights include 
3 spectacular rail journeys and 5 scenic cruises, with an overnight cruise on the 
beautiful Milford Sound. This tour includes 2 night stays in the Bay of Islands, 
Rotorua, Wellington, Christchurch, Queenstown and Dunedin. Not only will you tour through the Rockies staying in deluxe hotels at 

magical places like Lake Louise, Banff, Thompson River and Whistler, 
you’ll spend two days on-board the Rocky Mountaineer before joining a 
7-night Inside passage cruise.  

CRUISE, RAIL & COACH

Friday 1 June to 
Friday 15 June 2018

 Complimentary Early Check-in* 
 Tour through the North and South 

Islands of New Zealand
 Overnight Cruise in the spectacular 

Milford Sound
 Ride on the Glenbrook Vintage Steam 

Train for a nostalgic trip back in time
 See the snow-capped peaks of the 

Southern Alps
 Cruise across Lake Te Anau to visit 

the Glow Worms Cave
 Scottish evening with bagpipes and 

great food
 Take a rail journey on the TranzAlpine, 

one of the great train journeys in the 
world

 Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
 Return airfares from Perth
 Modern coach travel & professional 
driver

 Escorted from NZ by an experienced 
Grand Pacific Tour Director

 18 nights 4 star hotel accommodation
 Overnight Milford Sound Cruise
 Five two-night stays
 Three rail journeys
 Five scenic cruises
 Breakfast daily, 2 morning teas & 15 
dinners

 All sightseeing and entry fees as per 
the itinerary

 BONUS Touring Jacket*

HIGHLIGHTS

INCLUSIONS

$7,190*  TWIN SHARE

$9,090*  SINGLE PRICE

TOUR COST PER PERSON

LUXURY OVERSEAS TOUR

$7,190*FROM

20 DAYS
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Two Departures: 
24 October to 12 November 2017
& 17 March to 5 April 2018

4 SEATS LEFT!

aaaaaaaaaaaaaaa
INCLUDES 
AIRFARES

Find us at Head Office
110d Cambridge Street, West Leederville WA 6007

P: 08 9380 6656  |  E: office@kingstours.com.au 
www.kingstours.com.auEvery Monday Morning

Marmion Branch
Northern Beaches Travel & Cruise

Shop 1B, Marmion Village, 19 Sheppard Way
Marmion WA 6020 | P: 08 9246 1222

DOWNLOAD YOUR COPY AT
WWW.KINGSTOURS.COM.AU

OR REQUEST A FREE PRINTED COPY
1800 677 760 or 9380 6656qNEW BROCHURE

OUT NOW!

OPERATING
SINCE 1986

PICK-UP
& RETURN

ESCORTED
FROM PERTHT
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Augusta’s Georgiana Molloy Motel
The friendly place, where people matter

Central location • Guest laundry • Self-contained rooms • TV • Internet 
• Room available to accommodate the disabled 

Close walking distance to restaurants, museums and craft shops

84 Blackwood Avenue, Augusta
P: 9758 1255   E: gmolloy@wn.com.au

For reservations call 1800 180 288
www.augustamolloymotel.com.au

*10-20% DISCOUNT WHALE TOURS
 WITH 2 NIGHT STAY July to September

*conditions apply

*10-20% DISCOUNT WHALE TOURS
SPECIAL FOR WINTER: STAY 4 NIGHTS PAY FOR 3*
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ENJOY MAGNIFICENT SUNSETS

PAY 2 STAY 3 NIGHTS*
• Kalbarri Motor Hotel offers budget style 
  accommodation with ocean views
• Located in the main part of town 
• Close to shops
• Short walk to river and beaches
• Restaurant premises - mouth watering menu, 
   Asian cuisine and gourmet pizza

*Excludes school holidays 

Ph: 9937 1000
Email: kalbarrihotel@wn.com.au
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ATTRACTIVE RATES FOR 
A WINTER VACATION

Come along to stay with us at Kalgan River Chalets   
& Caravan Park for a holiday stay to remember.

46 acres beside the beautiful Kalgan River 
kangaroos, birds, 9 hole golf course, peace and quiet

Clean amenities, campers kitchen and  shing.
Group bookings are welcome

Stunning coastline, inspiring rock formations 

‘Your home among the gumtrees’

Ph: 9844 7937                          
info@kalganrivercaravanpark.com.au
www.kalganrivercaravanpark.com.au 
247 Nanarup Road, Kalgan WA

3 nights $225 (2 people) 
3 nights $375 (4 people)

CHALET 
SPECIALS
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We cater for all, as we have cabins, cottages, glamping tents, caravan/
tents sites and beautiful natural unpowered sites all in bush setting. 

We are two minutes drive to the lake where you can swim, 
enjoy water sports, relax and even camp the night under the stars. 

Come and see us, we look forward to meeting our old and new friends.

147 Invarell Road, Waroona  Ph: 9733 3000
Email: linda@navarino.com.au  www.navarino.com.au

Family Holiday Park 

only 1 hour from Perth
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Limestone Spa cottages with wood res 
overlooking the river valley. 

Trout stocked lakes and river  shing. 
Grass tennis court and canoeing. Close to 

the many wineries, restaurants and natural                                                                                  
attractions of Pemberton, Manjimup 

and Walpole region.
Contact Paul or Petrina 

www.clover-cottage.com.au
info@clover-cottage.com.au

9773 1262
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The Perfect Getaway...
...located near 

Middleton Beach, Albany
Short drive to town centre, 

cafes and shops
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom

self contained apartments
from $99 OFF PEAK per night

19-21 Golf Links Rd, 
Middleton Beach, Albany

www.albanyholidayunits.com.au

PH 9841 7817
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*WINTER SPECIAL
STAY 5 NIGHTS 

PAY FOR 4

*Excludes school and public holidays

by Kerran Olson

EDITH Cowan University tourism 
students were given the oppor-
tunity to board P&O Cruise’s Pa-
ci c Eden at Fremantle port for a 
ship tour, accompanied by Peter 
French on its recent visit. Enter-
tainment staff  member Debra led 
the group through several of the 
ship’s nine decks, describing ship 
life and answering questions along 
the way. 

Comfortable lounge areas sur-
round bars on each deck, and im-
pressive décor and artworks indi-
cate that guests will certainly travel 
in style. Visiting the penthouse and 
deluxe suite cabins was a highlight 
for many students, and most were 
pleasantly surprised by the size 
of indoor cabins, which appeared 
well suited to families or those 
planning to spend most of their 

time on deck or enjoying activities 
and shore excursions.

Although duty-free shopping and 
casino facilities are not available on 
WA coastal cruises, there are still 
plenty of activities to keep Paci c 
Eden guests busy, with an enter-
tainment centre, cinema, gym, dai-
ly activities, and shore excursions 
off ered at port destinations. For 
those who prefer to sit back and 
relax, Elemis at Sea off ers luxurious 
spa experiences, and the adults-
only pool area provides uninter-
rupted views of the horizon from 
comfortable deck chairs. The main 
pool area also features a whirlpool 
and spa, as well as a bar on deck 
so guests never have to go far for a 
drink or snack. 

Food is central to many cruise-
passenger’s experiences, and 
Paci c Eden is home to a range 
of restaurants, with most dining 

options included. These include 
casual dining at The Pantry, and 
atmospheric experiences at res-
taurants Angelo’s and Dragon 
Lady. Dining at Salt Grill by Luke 
Mangan is available at an ex-
tra charge. ECU students were 
treated to lunch on-board at The 
Pantry, and were impressed by 
a range of meal choices and an 
impressive dessert bar. The group 
disembarked Paci c Eden well-
fed, and wishing they could stay 
longer and set sail.

P&O Cruises Paci c Eden was 
home-ported in Fremantle and 
had three to 10-night round trip 
voyages off ering itineraries fea-
turing Margaret River, Broome, 
Esperance, The Kimberley Coast, 
Geraldton, and Exmouth, giving 
passengers a chance to relax and 
experience WA’s beautiful coast 
line in style.

Cruising through classes: ECU students visit Paci c Eden

Edith Cowan students on board Paci c Eden with Peter French 
and staff  member Debra.

THE ancient art of black-
smithing has supported 
our primary and second-
ary industry for decades 
and this ageless skill still 
fascinates and has rel-
evance in today’s world.  
The Boyanup Founda-
tion Blacksmiths, oper-
ating at the South West 
Rail and Heritage Cen-
tre, is a fortunate group 
in that their guidance in 
acquiring the necessary 
blacksmith skills and 
knowledge is provided 
by a master of the prac-
tice, both in word and 
deed.

Malcolm Paine is one 
of only two people in 
Australia who have be-
come an Associate of 
the Worshipful Company 
of Blacksmiths (London).  
Malcolm has been in-
volved in blacksmithing 
for more than  70 years, 
starting this work in the 
UK in 1945, one week 
after he left school at 
14.  Since this begin-
ning, Malcolm has used 
his considerable skills to 

fashion all sorts of items 
from horseshoes through 
to decorative and orna-
mental ironwork.  A great 
example of his work can 
be seen in Boyanup’s 
Fettlers’ Park, where the 
fettler who overlooks the 
park was fashioned by 
Malcolm.

The Boyanup Founda-
tion Blacksmiths group 
has grown since its hum-
ble beginnings. Now the 
blacksmith forge, which 
operates on each open 
day on the fourth Sunday 
of each month is, like its 
mentor, turning out all 
manner of ironwork, from 
broad-axes to hop-bicks, 
from dragons to roses.

The forge is used as 
a training workshop, led 
by the ever-generous 
Malcolm. He unstintingly 
shares his expertise and 
experience, not only ed-
ucating the current crop 
of blacksmiths, but en-
suring that this important 
traditional trade contin-
ues to support  industries 
and supplies  the deco-

rative ironwork that em-
bellishes WA buildings 
and surroundings. 

On 23 July, the South 
West Rail and Heritage 
Centre will celebrate this 
long-established prac-
tice with its “Blacksmith 
Bash” open day where 
visitors can see black-
smiths at work and  have 
the opportunity to chat 
to them and ask ques-
tions about their work.  
As always, the black-
smiths will be working 
on a special project for 
the Blacksmith Bash day, 
with Malcolm introduc-
ing to and instructing the 
blacksmiths in new skills 
and techniques to pro-
duce a very special piece 
of work.

As with so many men 
of his generation, Mal-
com has a wide and 

varied work experience 
that has encompassed 
a great number of loca-
tions and even covered a 
couple of continents.  His 
ability, his talent and his 
competencies, so freely 
shared with later genera-
tions, have played a cru-
cial part in guaranteeing 
that his knowledge will 
be passed on for many 
years to come. Another 
skill that has delighted 
many is Malcolm’s deft-
ness on the harmonica, 
not to mention his vocal 
rendition of the black-
smith songs.

Men and women from 
Malcolm’s era have 
not only educated  but 
passed on  the attitudes, 
work ethic and the stan-
dards of conduct that 
have made the world a 
better place.

Malcolm to showcase his 
blacksmithing skills at  the South 
West Rail and Heritage Centre

Mastercraftsman Malcolm Paine demonstrating         
his blacksmithskills

© Busselton Historical Society

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION

travellinglet’s go 



All of the iconic Tassie sights are here including Hobart, the Western Wilderness Railway, a Tarkine 
Wilderness river cruise, the amazing Wall in the Wilderness, Strahan, Cradle Mountain Wilderness region, 

Port Arthur and the Tasman Peninsula, Bicheno, Launceston and so much more!

Highlights  Salamanca Markets  Mawson’s Hut Replica  Beaconsfield Mine and Heritage Centre  The Tamar Valley 
Tahune Airwalk  Specialised Tour of Cradle Mountain  Huon Valley  Bass Strait Maritime Museum 

Bridestowe Lavender  Historic Midlands  Richmond and Old Hobart Town
Grand Tasmania Experience

14 Days  Friday 20 October to Thursday 2 November 2017  Price $5960 pptw  Single Option $995
14 Days  Friday 9 to Thursday 22 February 2018  Price $6375 pptw  Single Option $1095

Come along with villa on a very special Christmas holiday to the wonderful Apple Isle.  Indulge in 
Christmas fare and see the iconic sights of Hobart and its surrounds. A highlight will be staying in 

Hadley’s Orient Hotel, nestled in the heart of Hobart. You will also delight in the Peter Rabbit Garden, 
tour Bruny Island and visit historic Port Arthur for a memorable Christmas Day. The best part is you’ll be 

staying in just one hotel. Unpack once and enjoy your Christmas escape. 

Highlights  Christmas Day Feasts and Activities  Salamanca Markets  Derwent River and D’Entrecasteux Channel Cruise 
Richmond Goal and Old Hobart Town  Bruny Island Touring and Produce  Riversdale Estate High Tea 

Peter Rabbit Garden  Wrest Point Casino Revolving Restaurant  Mawson’s Hut Replica Tour 
Cascades Brewery Heritage Tour  Tasmanian Maritime Museum  Huon Valley Apple Heritage  Tahune Airwalk

Christmas Festivities in Hobart
9 Days  Monday 18 to Tuesday 26 December 2017  Price $5035 pptw  Single Option $720

Discover yourself a world away on this relaxed tour discovering the stunning scenery, history and local 
produce of Southern Tasmania. Staying 8 nights in Hobart, you will enjoy the cultural and colonial 

delights of Hobart and Richmond, visit Australia’s premier convict site, Port Arthur, take a cruise down 
the D’Entrecasteux Channel, travel by ferry and coach to Bruny Island and meet many of the locals on 

your guided experiences. You will love your Tasmanian Easter getaway.

Highlights  Salamanca Markets  Mawson’s Hut Replica Tour  Richmond and Old Hobart Town 
Riverslea Estate High Tea  Tasman Peninsula and Port Arthur  Bruny Island Touring and Produce 

Historic Walking Tour of Hobart  D’Entrecasteux Channel Cruise  Free Day in Hobart
Easter in Charming Hobart

9 Days  Tuesday 27 March to Wednesday 4 April 2018  Price $4395 pptw  Single Option $715

Australia’s little know but fascinating islands
Join with villa to tour remote King and Flinders Island and discover rich heritage, oversized wildlife, fine 

produce, pristine wilderness, shipwrecks and lighthouses. Add to this rugged mountain ranges, lush 
green pastures, landscapes and lagoons filled with birdlife and spectacular rocky cliffs and rugged coastal 

scenery. Spend three nights on each island and satisfy your sense of adventure with this great tour. Enjoy 
delights from the famous King Island Dairy and whatever you do, don’t forget to bring your camera on 

this amazing small group adventure!

Discovery King and Flinders Island Adventure
8 Days  Monday 20 to Monday 27 November 2017 

Price $5520 pptw  Single Option $475

Itineraries are subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. FreeCall 1800 066 272 for details.

LAUNCESTON
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Grand Tasmania Experience in 2017 and 2018

Celebrate Christmas in Beautiful Hobart

Enjoy Easter in Hobart 

King and Flinders Island Adventure

Six Sensational Reasons to Head to Tasmania

Exclusive Solo Traveller Departure
Just for Singles Grand Tasmania Experience

14 Days  Friday 2 to Thursday 15 March 2018  Guaranteed Single Room $7370  Share a Room and Save $995

2017 / 2018 Holiday Brochures Out Now!
Packed full of Australian and international holidays and packages 

FreeCall 1800 066 272 or email travel@villa.com.au for your FREE copy now!

VIVIVVVIVICCCCCCCCC
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 1800 066 272   travel@villa.com.au   villa.com.au   villa holiday your way

All Villa Carlotta Travel holidays are fully escorted, depart from Perth and include courtesy home collection (Perth and Mandurah metro only)*, airfares, taxes, insurance*, gratuities* and most meals.

Door to Door Service All Holidays Depart from Perth

and most meals* airfares taxes insurance
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into the never never
GIBB RIVER ROAD, KIMBERLEY

CALL  1300 134 044  EMAIL  travel@voyages.com.au   VISIT  hvstation.com.au

* Conditions apply, offer is subject to availability. Lead-in price per person based on 2 adults staying in the Guesthouse Room using existing bedding for travel until 31 Aug ’17. Low season rate of $210pp twin share applies for travel 
1 Sep-31 Oct ’17. Minimum 2 night stay applies. All prices quoted are in Australian dollars, inclusive of GST. Voyages general terms and conditions apply, visit voyages.com.au/terms. Photo credit: Carlisle Rogers

Engulfed by a landscape 
of breathtaking contrast, 
Home Valley Station is located 
on the iconic Gibb River Road, 
at the foot of the majestic 
Cockburn Range. A truly 
unique and intimate 

Kimberley wilderness experience with a warm 
and decidedly Australian style of hospitality.

Reignite your spirit of adventure. Reel in that elusive 
Barramundi from the banks of the Pentecost River, 
swim in natural sapphire pools dwarfed by ancient 
red gorges or explore Australia’s last 
frontier from the air or by foot.

Includes
+  2 nights accommodation 

in a Guesthouse Room

+  Daily buffet breakfast

+  Access to walking trails

+  Entertainment at Dusty Bar & Grill

$250*OUTBACK PACKAGE

2 nights per person tw
in
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DUNSBOROUGH Central Motel

Rooms ranging from Standard Motel 
style rooms to our Luxurious Spa Suites.

Located in the town centre. Just a stroll to shops, 
supermarkets, restaurants, cafes and beach. Outdoor pool, 

heated spa and bbq. FREE In-house movies plus WiFi  
now available.  Just ask our friendly staff. 

PHONE: 9756 7711
50 Dunn Bay Rd, Dunsborough WA 6281
Email: reservations@dunsboroughmotel.com.au
Web: www.dunsboroughmotel.com.au

H
AG

N
#3

04
-0

47
25

4

RAC

WINTER SPECIAL $159
Stay two nights in a superior motel room 

and receive a complimentary bottle of wine.
Book your stay at Kooljaman, where every guest is family 

and you are always welcome home.
www.kooljaman.com.au

Ph 9192 4970  Email reservations@kooljaman.com.au
Kooljaman is proudly owned by the Bardi Communities of Djarindjin and Ardyaloon.

EXPERIENCE  |  EXPLORE  |  CONNECT  |  LEARN  |  PLAY  |   RELAX

Kooljaman
                                    at Cape Leveque
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NORSEMAN
The Gateway to Western Australia

• Nullabor Links Golf Course - the world’s longest golf course
• Tin Camels 

- a tribute to the Camel Trains that carried mail and freight
• Beacon Hill - Enjoy a walk trail and panoramic views of Norseman 
• Phoenix Tailings Dump

- resembles a topless pyramid and contains gold
• Granite Woodlands Discovery Trail - 16 interpretive sites, offers 

opportunities for camping, bushwalking, exploring granite rock 
formations and viewing spring wild owers

• Pack a BBQ picnic and take the 28 km heritage trail to explore 
Dundas Rocks’ huge ancient boulders and rock formations.

• Hyden Rock - enjoy the rock’s walks, surrounding  ora and fauna.
• Bromus Dam - free camping area with bushwalks, lots to explore 

or a great place to have a BBQ or picnic.
• Mt Jimberlana - 5km east of town, offering spectacular views from 

the top with a picnic area at the base.
• Phoenix Park - educational, historical and is close to the town centre

HAG
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Esperance Island View Apartments 
offers self-contained accomm with an 
idyllic beachfront location. Guests enjoy 
free WiFi and on-site parking. 
Apartments include heating, BBQ, fully 
equipped kitchen, oven, microwave, 
private bathroom with hairdryer and 
complimentary toiletries. 

PH: 9072 0044  14-15 The Esplanade, Esperance
Email: admin@esperanceapartments.com.au

For further info visit www.esperanceapartments.com.au
H
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THERE are even more reasons 
to follow the Working Life Heri-
tage Trail now that new sites 
of interest have been added to 
the popular link of heritage at-
tractions. Busselton’s Railway 
House, Balingup Heritage Pre-
cinct, Bridgetown’s Old Gaol, 
Donnybrook Historic Railway 
Precinct, Nannup Heritage Trail, 
Pemberton Historic Timber 
Town and the Bunbury Museum 
and Heritage Centre have been 

offi  cially announced as the lat-
est sites to join the trail.

The new additions will bene t 
from being promoted to visitors 
interested in discovering more 
about the region’s past, the life 
of early settlers, and how work-
ers helped to shape the south 
west.

The Working Life Heritage 
Trail is a partnership between 
the South West Development 
Commission and the South West 

Working Life Association, which 
comprises individual site opera-
tors. Trail attractions include Har-
vey Heritage Precinct, Collie’s 
replica underground coal mine, 
and the Capes lighthouses.

Heritage enthusiasts can also 
learn about the trail by visiting 
the Working Life display hub at 
the Bunbury Visitor Centre. For 
more information about the trail 
or any of its attractions, visit 
www.workinglife.com.au 

Exciting new sites for visitors to explore on 
the Working Life Heritage Trail

PEOPLE are invited 
to help showcase the 
history of the Margaret 
River region to more 
than 200,000 visitors 
per year by contribut-
ing historical materi-
als for display at two 
new state-of-the-art 
interpretive centres to 
be established in the 
refurbished keepers’ 
cottages at Cape Natu-
raliste and Cape Leeu-
win lighthouses.

The Margaret River 
Busselton Tourism As-
sociation (MRBTA) is 
working with a team 
of locals and heritage 
consultants on the dis-
plays, which will cover 
the lighthouses and the 
region’s shipping, tim-
ber, whaling and farm-

ing industries.
For Cape Naturaliste 

lighthouse, the team 
is speci cally on the 
hunt for stories from 
the families who settled 
and lived on the Cape, 
together with informa-
tion about Castle Bay/
Castle Rock whaling 
station; photographs 
of light keepers and the 
lighthouse construction 
team; photographs of a 
1904 cricket game cel-
ebrating the comple-
tion of the lighthouse 
and an image of load-
ing a horse-drawn wag-
on at Bunker Bay.

For Cape Leeuwin 
lighthouse, along-
side photographs 
and home movies relat-
ing to the lighthouse it-

EAST of the unique holi-
day destination of Car-
narvon is a magni cent 
escarpement, the Ken-
nedy Range National 
Park. The Kennedy 
Ranges is home to more 
than 400 plant species, 
including 80 species of 
annual wild owers such 
as the Mulla Mulla and 

Everlasting daisies. 
There are several trails 

in the park and the best 
way to discover these 
is by jumping on board 
with Carnarvon Bus 
Charters and Tours. Full 
day guided tours are 
scheduled every fort-
night between July and 
September departing 

from Carnarvon. 
Some of the highlights 

along the on this tour in-
cludes morning tea on 
the Gascoyne River, dis-
covering the small town 
of Gascoyne Junction 
and taking part in two 
of the most incredible 
walking trails.  One is the 
Honeycomb Gorge Trail 

which  takes walkers 
to a large amphitheatre 
containing seasonal wa-
terfalls and natural pool. 

Marvel at Honey-
comb cavities that have 
been eroded into the 
cliff  face. The day tour 
isn’t complete without 
viewing this amazing 
escapement from the 
air; you can now add a 
scenic helicopter  ight 
with Coral Coast Heli-
copters to complete the 
overall experience.  The 
tour starts at $125 per 
person, bookings are 
essential and minimum 
numbers are required. 

Find out more by con-
tacting the Carnarvon 
Visitor Centre.

Discover the the beauty of the Carnarvon 
region starting this month

self, materials showing 
working life around the 
cottages and outbuild-
ing will be equally as 
interesting for visitors. 
Materials illustrating the 
lighthouse’s connection 
with Augusta, as well as 
photographs of ships 
and boats in the bay 
and materials relat-
ing to the lighthouse 
at Hamelin Bay or Foul 
Bay are also of interest.

“With the region’s 
fascinating and var-
ied history, there is a 
good chance that there 
is a whole host of trea-
sures hidden away and 
forgotten about in stor-
age boxes. Now is the 
time to dig them out 
and take a trip down 
memory lane,” said 
MRBTA CEO Pip Close.

“Anything which tells 
the story of the people 
involved in the light-
houses would be re-
ally popular with visi-
tors, so we are keen to 
also talk to anyone who 
lived at the lighthouses 
or spent any signi cant 
time at either site.”

All contributions will 
be appreciated, wheth-
er on a permanent, loan 
or copy basis. Con-
tact Mark Delane via 
mark.delane@margare 
triver.com.

On the lookout for lighthouse 
information and memorabilia
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BOOKINGS
1800 096 002
www.kalbarribeachresort.com.au

at KALBARRI BEACH RESORT

*Minimum 3 night stay. Offer valid 31/07/17
Conditions apply. Not valid during WA School Holidays.

 Redeem your TransWA Pensioner Annual Free Trip Voucher for Regional Public Transport
Your TransWA driver stays at this resort with you!

WINTER SPECIALS

$95
*per night
2 bedroom apartment 

($47.50 per person as a couple)

SENIORS MEAL PACKAGE 
SPECIAL AVAILABLE - 

BREAKFAST AND DINNER
FOR ONLY $50 PER PERSON

IN OUR NEW 
ON-SITE RESTAURANTYALGOO CARAVAN PARK

Tel: 08 9962 8472  
cpark@yalgoo.wa.gov.au

Situated along the historic Miner’s Pathway, Yalgoo 
offers outback adventure & unique attractions 

- the Courthouse Museum, Jokers Tunnel, Railway 
Station, Monsignor Hawes Chapel & Emu Cup family 

fun day held on 7 October.
Accommodation: Caravan Park/Yalgoo Hotel.

QUEEN, TWIN & FAMILY ROOMS
PENSION RATE ON SITES

PET FRIENDLY        DUMP POINT

YALGOO
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7 October 2017

www.riverviewtouristpark.com  8 Willmott Ave Margaret River  
For bookings call 1300 666 105 or email: info@riverviewtouristpark.com

You will also receive a 20% discount on the 
Cheers all day wine tour. www.cheers.com

Visit Margaret River 
in the Winter

Have a Go News readers receive 10% OFF accommodation during 
June, July and August on presentation of this advertisement

Riverview Tourist Park welcomes you to 
our riverside accommodation which 
overlooks the state forest.
Enjoy the birdlife while having a barbecue 
on the riverfront.
The Park is also in walking distance of the 
town centre, canoes, bikes, beachlife, caves, 
whale watching, a vist to the silk farm.
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200 METRES TO BEAUTIFUL BEACHES

• Self-contained cottages
• On site vans • Powered sites
• Unpowered sites

Don’t leave your 
trusted friend 

at home...
We’re pet friendly!!

Dog friendly 
accommodation 
all year around.

Tel: 9755 4082
585 Caves Road Busselton
stay@fourseasonsresort.com.au
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STAY 7 PAY 5
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by Lee Tate 

APPROACHING their 
golden years, Don and 
Glenne Carter have the 
golden touch. Chased by 
camels and emus, endur-
ing desert heat, cold and 
isolation and relying on 
their wits, they relish re-
tirement.

The grandparents are 
gold fossickers, among 
thousands of retirees 
across Australia who set 
out with metal detectors 
and a sense of adventure 
in the hope of the next big 
discovery.

The couple is more 
dedicated than most, 
having acquired their  rst 
prospecting licence in 
1991, doing intense re-
search and re ning their 
technique over many 
searching, digging years.

And they have had their 
paydays.

The Carters cruise into 
Karratha in their caravan 
with their trusted, four-
legged side-kick, Cuba.

Tucked away in their 
caravan’s locker are their 
detectors with batteries, 
GPS, safety kit and their 
heavy boots that will carry 
them across wilderness 
for  ve or six hours a day, 
sometimes for months on 
end.

Their major hunting 
grounds are in the Gold-
 elds.

“The  rst time we went 
away over six months 

They’ve got gold fever - fossicking for gold in retirement…

we found nothing for two 
months,” says Glenne.

“But,” quips Don, “our 
six-month tally was 514 
pieces of gold including a 
5oz nugget looking like a 
Freddo Frog but bigger”.

The couple, who paid 
the $25-a-person lifetime 
WA prospecting licence, 
estimate their gold haul 
over the years totals 
60oz. That’s worth about 
$120,000 (unre ned nug-
gets can fetch higher-
than-market prices es-
pecially if they have an 
interesting shape).

But the Carters have 
never sold an ounce. They 
do it for their unapologetic 
love of gold nuggets 

The parents of two 
aren’t rich but they love 
to gift nuggets to rela-
tives, friends and the 
needy. They might do-
nate a nugget for a bowls 

club fundraiser.
They keep their  nd-

ings in a safe.
“West Australia nug-

gets are just beautiful,” 
says Glenne.

“I believe everyone in 
WA should have one.”

Don adds: “They are 
more than 98 per cent 
pure”.

On their travels Don 
and Glenne play lawn 
bowls along the way, at-
tending competitions, 
meeting new people and 
inevitably when people 
 nd out their hobby, talk-
ing gold.

Glenne says when she 
 nds a nugget she pops 
it into her mouth, spits out 
the red dust and keeps it 
there for safe-keeping.

“They are heavy in the 
mouth so you don’t swal-
low them. They seem 
to get lost if you just put 

in the ground that compa-
nies go after but nuggets 
are getting harder to  nd. 
They are becoming rarer 
than diamonds,” says 
Don.

Once prospectors pay 
their licence fee, they can 
get maps from the Mines 
Department showing 
searching areas outside 
company leases.

With GPS they can 
establish their hunting 
grounds. Gold can be 
tested by authorities to 
test its exact origin and 
rangers look out for illegal 
trespassing.

The Gold elds are nat-
urally popular. 

“There were 800 pros-
pectors’ caravans in the 
region on one occasion,” 
says Don.

Glenne explains how 
they have come across 
Aboriginal men, some 
prospecting themselves, 
have steered the Carters 
away from gold-barren 
areas onto fruitful spots.

“They have been really 
nice. Very helpful,” says 
Glenne.

Faithful Cuba loves the 
travel and waits patiently 
in the car, parked under a 
tree, equipped with drink-
ing water and  y-wire          

Left to right; Gold 
fossickers Glenne 
and Don Carter 

with Cuba - gold earrings

on windows.
Detectors, costing 

up to $9,500 each new, 
come with headphones 
to pick up tell-tale noises 
but Don says they can 
become “hot and sweaty” 
with wind noises through 
them. So he has an en-
hanced-noise speaker to 
wear in his pocket. 

Among the couple’s 
 ndings is a nugget with 
an amazing resemblance 
to a famous Madonna 
statue. 

Glenne wears a mar-
ble-size nugget with its 
natural, raw look on a 
gold chain around her 
neck.

The Carters say they 
may not be in the same 
league as Bernhardt Otto 

Holtermann, discoverer of 
the Holtermann Nugget, 
the largest gold specimen 
ever found in Australia at 
1.5m long and weighing 
290kg near Bathurst.

But they enjoy the hunt, 
the fun and whatever 
nuggets they turn up. 
Their pattern is to go out 
for a number of weeks, 
every two years.

“We’re doing our thing,” 
smiles Glenne, handing 
over some of their  nds 
for my inspection.

The nuggets of pure 
gold, chunky and heavy, 
have been washed. But 
they must carry some-
thing highly-contagious. 
And I’ve come down with 
it.

I’ve got gold fever.

them in a pocket and 
go on prospecting,” she 
said.

“When we go pros-
pecting, we don’t muck 
around,” says Don.

“We go out at say, 
8.30am and come in at 
5.30pm. We might stop 
for a smoko.

“Many people get the 
equipment but have little 
knowledge or experience 
and have a go for a while, 
go back to the caravan 
park for lunch and don’t 
bother coming out again 
and wonder why they 
never  nd anything,” says 
Don.

The Carters’  ndings 
include a 1893 three-
pence, bullets by the arm-
ful, horse hoof nails and 
a coal- red iron. Not all 
discoveries are welcome.

“Tin cans are among 
the worst for setting off  
our detectors. Lizards 
drag them down into 
holes and the detector 
sound is similar to  nding 
gold,” says Glenne.

Cigarette packet tin-
foil, even after burned 
in camp res, also sets 
off  the gold detector’s 
“woop, woop, woop” 
sound.

 Glenne, a former Port 
Authority public relations 
manager in Gladstone, 
Queensland is proud of 
one nugget  nd.

“It’s bigger than any-
thing Don has found. We 
are competitive,” she 
laughs.

Glenne’s  nd required 
four hours of digging and 
rock-hammering by Don.

At almost waist-high 
he struck rock, reached 
into the hole and pulled 
out the gold, relishing the 
weight and its distinctive 
the feel.

“There’s plenty of gold 
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Stay longer, explore further and experience more with 
a self-drive discovery of the Turquoise Coast. With mild coastal 

climates you can enjoy beautiful beaches one day 
and stunning inland drives the next!

TAKE A WALK ON THE Wild Side

TURQUOISE COAST VISITOR CENTRE  67 Bashford Street, Jurien Bay WA 6516
(08) 9652 0870 - tmc@dandaragan.wa.gov.au

www.dandaragan.wa.gov.au/tourism.aspx - www.facebook.com/TurquoiseCoastWA
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170 Gardiner Road Walpole 6398   
 9840 1491   

waresort@wn.com.au   
www.walpolewildernessresort.com.au 

Winter Breaks Special—the longer 
the stay, the greater the discount! 

 

Walpole Wilderness Resort has been 
designed for discerning guests who 

appreciate luxurious comfort, style and 
country charm.  

 

Our chalets are perfect, whether a 
roman c escape for two or that family 

getaway. 
 

Enquire today to enjoy your ul mate 
wilderness experience in our uniquely 

Australian forest. 
 

Phone bookings only to Rhonda - 
9840 1481 
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Located on the scenic route between Albany and 
Denmark, Uhuru Chalets offer peace and seclusion in a 
bush setting.The 2 bedroom chalet sleeps four people, 
is airy and light for warm summer days but cosy and 

warm when the days are shorter and cooler. 

 UHURU Chalets 189 Railway Rd, Torbay WA
Phone: 9845 1020  Email: uhuru@iinet.net.au  Web: www.uhuru.net.au
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 The Wagon (pictured) is a comfortable, romantic hideaway for a couple. Both chalets 
are fully equipped, immaculate and ready to provide a memorable holidaying 

experience. Uhuru Chalets have been the winners of the most dog-friendly holiday 
accommodation in Western Australia for many years and welcome well-behaved dogs.

WILLOWBROOK FARM 
CARAVAN PARK

Situated in a great rural setting with 
large grassed powered and non 
powered sites. Pet friendly with full
amenities, including wheelchair 
access. Beautiful gardens with 
abundant bird life.
• Located only 1 hour north of Perth
• 5 mins to Gingin Observatory & Gravity Centre
• 15 mins to Guilderton Beach/Moore River and Gingin Township
• Complimentary freshly baked scones, jam, cream 
   served every Sunday morning
• Camp res in season     
• Dump point
• Sheep, cow and alpaca feeding for children daily

Bookings Phone: 9575 7566
Email willowbrook.farm@bigpond.com
Web www.willowbrookfarm.com.au

1679 Gingin Brook Road, Neergabby

“NO INCREASE OVER PEAK PERIOD”
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AN overnight stop is de nitely not 
enough to experience the best of 
the Turquoise Coast.  A three-day 
sojourn to the area is well recom-
mended and see below for a great 
itinerary.

Day 1 - Perth to Cervantes. On 
the road into Cervantes stop off  at 

Lake Thetis and see the ancient 
stromatolites. Doing a tour of the 
Lobster Shack lobster process-
ing factory is a must for all visitors. 
After that and a stroll along the 
foreshore and beautiful beaches, 
head out to the Pinnacles and 
watch the sun go down over the 
coast amongst these amazing 
limestone structures. 

 Day 2 - Cervantes to Jurien 
Bay. Check out the beautiful fore-
shore and walk along part of the 
14km the Turquoise Way path to-
wards the boat harbour to watch 
the skydivers land on the beach. 
Take a drive out to Lesueur Na-
tional Park to see the wild owers 
with so many diff erent varieties 

there are blooms all year round. 
If you have a 4WD you can con-
tinue north to the Stockyard Gully 
Caves. A quick detour into Green 
Head on your way back to look at 
the art galleries or the beauty of 
the Three Bays Walk is well rec-
ommended.

Day 3 - Jurien Bay to Perth.       
Take the scenic route home and 
go back to Perth via Brand High-
way. Quaint small towns such as 
Badgingarra, Dandaragan and 
Gingin are lovely stops to break up 
the trip and off er their own brand 
of regional charm to visitors. 

Stay longer, explore further and 
experience more on the Turquoise 
Coast.

Turquoise Coast treasures not to be missed

WITH more than 50 years of Murray River background 
Captain Jock Veenstra knows Australia’s great river better 
than almost anyone.  His long association with Austra-
lia’s lakes and rivers started when, as a boy, he moved to 
Goolwa, near the mouth of the Murray in the early 1960s.
   “I have worked on the Murray all my life and I love to 
take passengers where the old paddle-steamers travelled 
and show them this part of Australia’s fascinating river 
history” Captain Veenstra said.  
   These days Capt Veenstra operates Spirit Australia 
Cruises, off ering a series of cruises along the length of 
the Murray River ranging between three and eight days  
and travelling sections of the Murray River between 
Goolwa SA and Albury NSW.  They also off er a couple 
of river cruise and coach touring combinations:  Five Riv-
ers Outback Safari and Source to the Sea and a six day/
 ve night Gippsland Lakes Cruise from Sale to Lakes 

Entrance in Victoria.  
Unlike traditional cruise boats Spirit Australia pas-

sengers do not stay on-board in cabins. The boats are 
therefore smaller, allowing access to untravelled waters 
and off ering a more personalised cruising experience.  
Passenger accommodation is on-shore in comfortable 
en-suite riverside town motels allowing time to explore a 
diff erent riverside town most evenings.

Most of Spirit Australia’s Murray River cruises travel 
one way along the river with coach return to port of origin 
to maximise distance cruised and minimise duplication of 
scenery.  Cruises also include knowledgeable commen-
tary and river history, speci ed on shore activities and all 
meals (including morning and afternoon tea).  
   Enquiries about any of these cruises can be directed to 
Spirit Australia Cruises, by phone 1800 442 203 or online 
www.spiritaustraliacruises.com.au.

Cruising the length of the beautiful Murray River in unique style  

WITH one Chamberlain 
tractor and a crew of 12, 
Tail End Charlie the trac-

tor will start a journey 
around Australia  this 
month from Wundowie 

in the Shire of Northam.  
The aim  is to celebrate 
the 60th Anniversary of 
the Chamberlain tractor 
aff ectionately known as 
“Tail End Charlie” in the 
1957 Round Australia 
car rally.  

The crew has part-
nered with the Prostate 
Cancer Foundation of 
Australia and Breast 
Cancer Network Aus-
tralia to also promote 
their awareness mes-
sages and raise funds 
on their behalf. The 
tractor crew pay their 
own travel expenses 
and every dollar do-

nated goes to these 
charities.

Tail End Charlie will 
travel through some 50 
major towns and nu-
merous small commu-
nities in WA, totalling 
5,500 kms and clock-
ing up a total of 15,000 
kms for the trip. 

Many functions have 
been arranged by local 
communities to coin-
cide with the arrival and 
encourage people to 
take an interest in their 
health and have  regu-
lar medical check-ups.  
The early detection of 
a health condition fol-

lowed by prompt treat-
ment gives a greater 
chance of success. 

The tractor crew in-
cludes two people from 
the UK for the entire  
trip and two from New 
Zealnd who will join 
them for two weeks. 
The journey will offi  -
cially end at the Dow-
erin Field Days on 31 
August, and the crew 
will be in Northam for 
the start of the National 
Ballooning Champi-
onships. Follow their 
progress on the web-
site at www.tailend 
charliethetractor.org

Celebrating Tail End Charlie the tractor’s 60th anniversary

Original 1957 team 
© tailendcharliethetractor.org.au

Ahoy Buccaneers
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AUSTRALIAN designed 
jeans from Tre Bliss of-
fer mature travellers the 
perfect wardrobe ac-
companiment.

The Judy jean is ideal 
for travelling and can 
take your look from day 
to evening. They are tai-
lored like a fashion pant 
but wear like a jean.

They are easy to care 

for on the road, wash 
well, can be tumbled 
dried and don’t need 
ironing. They take up 
little space in your suit-
case and can provide a 
multitude of looks for 
the travelling woman.

Not only are they styl-
ish they are extremely 
comfortable.

Whatever season 

you are travelling; to 
warm or cold climes 
purchasing a pair of 
Judy jeans will mean 
you are stylish through-
out your trip.

The Judy is wonder-
ful value at $139.

Barry Silbert Market-
ing have a huge clear-
ance on now at ridicu-
lous prices – styles to 

Look stylish and be comfortable with these 
perfect travel companions

suit all ladies including 
your daughters and 
granddaughters. Pop 
in for a bargain.

For enquiries contact 
B S M, Barry Silbert 
Marketing, 88 Parry 
Street, East Perth, 
phone 9322 6048, email 
judy@barrysilbertmar 
keting.com.au or visit 
www.trebliss.com.au
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Countryman

One of Australia’s 
largest agricultural 

expos just two 
hours from 

Perth!

Celebrating 
‘The NewAge 

Of Agriculture’

Educational Activities, 
Family Entertainment,

 Fashion Parades,
 Cooking Demonstrations 

Over 750 Exhibitors 
Give your family the 

ultimate country 
experience

AUGUST 
30-31 2017

www.dowerinfi elddays.com.au
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BOOKINGS: The Shire offi  ce 9645 2400 or Peter Ricetti 0427 392 407 (a/h)

QUAIRADING ATTRACTIONS: 
Quairading Nature Reserve - 527 hectares of native bushland west of the town along the 
railway line to York. The reserve contains York Gum, Salmon Gum, Wandoo and Casuarina 
trees, 11 species of orchids, wildlife including the eastern wallaroo, western grey kangaroo, 

echidnas, reptiles and birds. 
Nookaminnie Rock - a large granite rock, provides a view over the town, golf course                     

and surrounding areas. 
Pink lakes - Lies 11 km east of Quairading on the Bruce Rock Road. It is regarded as a 

phenomenon, as certain times in the year one side has a distinctive pink colour whilst the 
other side remains its natural blue. 

The Toapin Weir -12 kilometres northwest of the town, constructed in 1912 to collect 
rainwater runoff to supply the town and irrigate the nearby farms.

UPCOMING EVENTS: 22 September, NAIDOC celebrations - all welcome, 
26 October, Silver Threads luncheon and performance, 7 October, Agricultural Show, 

20, 21, 27 & 28 October, local production “Curtain Raiser” meal and show $45 per person

“One of the Best in the Wheatbelt”
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#304-048171Quairading is located about 170 kms east of Perth 
in Western Australia’s wheatbelt.

THE New Age of Agriculture is 
here, with advances in technol-
ogy opening opportunities in the 
face of an increasingly uncertain 
climate. Despite a diffi  cult start to 
the season, farmers will receive the 
support they need from exhibitors 
at this year’s Dowerin GWN7 Ma-
chinery Field Days.

More than 700 businesses are 
booked to attend in the face of an 
uncertain year.  
 Dowerin events management 
chairman Michael Metcalf said this 
year’s event, on 30 and 31 August, 

would celebrate the New Age of 
Agriculture by highlighting some of 
the great technological advances 
the industry has to off er.
   “We are giving the Synergy tech-
nology and innovation’s area a 
facelift and visitors can expect to 
see some new businesses off ering 
the latest in agricultural technol-
ogy,” Mr Metcalf said.
   “There have also been several 
changes to the livestock pavilions, 
with the introduction of the sire 
evaluation into the Bayer Avenge 
ram shed and junior Merino judging 

into the Milne marquee.The prog-
eny of 11 sires will be evaluated to 
determine which positive attributes 
are passed on. It will include in-
formation from the partners and a 
shearing demonstration. 
   As well as changes to the agricul-
tural program, there will also be a 
number of new family exhibits and 
attractions, including the return of 
a fashion parade in a new format.
   Event co-ordinator Sue Blay said 
the  eld days have partnered with 
Eco Fashion Week to off er two 
daily parades at this year’s event.

“The fashion parades will include 
a preview of Eco Fashion Week, 
the only showcase of its kind in 
WA, with designers using only sus-
tainable products, such as wool 
and cashmere, to create their gar-
ments,” Ms Blay said. “They will 
take place in the GWN7 Pavilion, 
which this year will be located at 
the community club.” 
   Families will be well catered for 
with the introduction of the new 
Empowering Parents pavilion. Af-
ter the success of the equestrian 
exhibit last year, the attraction will 

continue to grow, with new pre-
senters added to this years’ pro-
gram.

 “Some of the new demonstra-
tions will include eventing by 
Olympic medalist Sonja Johnson 
and con dence clinics by east-
ern state’s trainer Sandi Simons,” 
Mrs Santos said. “Equine enthusi-
asts can also expect to see clinics 
on starting horses under saddle, 
working equitation, ranch sorting 
and physiotherapy, as well as re-
turning presenters including top 
dressage rider Victoria Hamilton.”  

New agricultural age comes to the Dowerin Field Day this year

THE CENTRAL Wheat-
belt towns are all within 
around a two to three 
hour drive from Perth.   

Visitors to the area have 
the opportunity to see 
vistas of open farmland, 
walk the wild ower trails, 
climb granite rocks, and 
enjoy the small country 
towns.  

Stay a while and enjoy 
the magic of the Central 
Wheatbelt. This guide 
provides you with infor-
mation on some of the 
towns which make up this 
important farming area in 
WA. For more informa-
tion visit the http://www.
wheatbelttourism.com

Bencubbin
270 kilometres north-

east of Perth
Bencubbin is located 

three and a half hours’ 
drive northeast of Perth.

Sandalwood cutters 
were in the area as early 
as the 1860s and a sheep 
station was established 
in 1867. Bencubbin is 
on the border of wheat 
and station country. This 
contributes to the won-
derful variety of beauti-
ful wild owers and bird 
life found throughout the 
shire. Birds are numerous 
all year round, and the 
stunning wild ower sea-
son lasts from June until 
October. There are many 
varied points of inter-
est, all serviced by good 
roads.

The wild owers in 
Bencubbin are spectacu-
lar, when there are good 
winter rains, the district 
blooms. Between July 
and October experience 
the diverse range of  ow-
ers.

Bencubbin lies in the 
Shire of Mt Marshall for 
more information visit 
www.mtmarshall.wa.gov.
au/

Bruce Rock 
243kms from Perth
A traditional farming 

town, Bruce Rock pro-
duces crops of wheat, 
barley, lupin and peas. 
Sheep, pigs and goats are 
also farmed in the area.

The Bruce Rock Mu-
seum comprises a histori-

cal display in the restored 
Bank with adjoining re-
constructions of an origi-
nal one-roomed school, a 
typical mud brick settlers 
hut and a blacksmiths 
shop. 

An arts and crafts cen-
tre is located in the main 
street displaying a wide 
variety of work by local 
artists. Bruce Rock cel-
ebrated its centenary in 
2013 with a community 
project that records the 
history of the district, its 
people, farming and busi-
ness enterprises and so-
cial life.  The nearby bank 
at Shackleton is said to be 
Australia’s smallest bank 
and is well worth a visit.

continued on page 40

WA’s Central Wheatbelt invites you to explore 
the area and discover farming history…
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WA’s Central Wheatbelt invites you to explore the area and discover farming history…
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page 39
Corrigin
230 kilometres south-

east of Perth
Corrigin is a popular 

stopover when visiting 
Hyden’s Wave Rock and 
the seasonal wild ow-
ers of the area. Located 
three and a half hours’ 
drive east of Perth, it is a 
very attractive town.

Corrigin is widely 
known as a ‘Town of 
Windmills’ due to the 
abundant supply of 
ground water. Almost 
every home had a wind-
mill until 1960 when the 
town was supplied with 
scheme water.

The town is nestled 
at the base of Corrigin 
Rock and to experience 
it on foot off ers a vari-
ety of dedicated tracks 
and trails.  Tour the sur-
rounding countryside 
during wild ower season 
and enjoy the wonder of 
these beautiful plants. 

The Corrigin Museum 
provides a link with the 
past in its display of early 
Australian farm machin-
ery. For more informa-
tion visit www.corrigin.
wa.gov.au/

Karlgarin
317 kilometres south 

east of Perth
Karlgarin has a popu-

lation of less than 50 
people and was  rst set-
tled to support farming in 
the early 1920s.  

It derives its name from 
the Aboriginal name of a 
nearby hill and means 
‘place of  re’.  The Sur-
veyor General J S Roe 
 rst recorded the town in 
1848 and was a soldier 
settlement site gazetted 
in 1931. Nearby Tressie’s 
Museum off ers a collec-
tion of pioneer farming 
tools and equipment, as 
well as a working display 
of gramophones and 78 
records.

Visitors enjoy the yes-
teryear style of the beau-

tiful Catholic Church and 
the Primary School. Sce-
nic vistas can be seen 
at McCann, Buckley’s 
Breakaway and the Karl-
garin Hills.

Koorda
238 kilometres north-

east of Perth
Just over three hours’ 

drive northeast of Perth 
is the town of Koorda. 

The predominantly 
farming community dedi-
cates itself to growing 
wheat, coarse grains and 
sheep. Corn dollies are 
an ancient craft practised 
in many cereal-growing 
areas worldwide.  In 
1911 Frank Lodge made 
a simple countryman’s 
favour the corn dolly 
and it was adopted as 
the shire emblem in 
1974.  Early in Septem-
ber, Koorda hosts its an-
nual Agricultural Show, 
which brings together 
past and present resi-
dents, along with a large 
number of visitors. The 
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WONGAN HILLS VISITOR CENTRE 
PH: 9671 1973 Email: wongantourism@westnet.com.au

VISIT THE WONGAN HILLS 
VISITOR CENTRE 

Open: 9am-5pm, Sat & Sun 10-2pm
The Station, Wongan Rd, Wongan Hills 

Wongan Hills just two hours from Perth, 
call into the Visitor Centre for up to date 

information on the best places to  nd our 
many wild owers, enjoy our many 
beautiful walk trails and reserves. 

‘A Wild ower Adventure’ well worth a visit.
Reynoldson Reserve Festival

27, 28, 29 October 2017
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show features many ag-
ricultural displays, includ-
ing the ‘corn dollies’.You 
can  nd out more about 
the show at www.koor 
dashow.com or for more 
information visit www.
koorda.wa.gov.au/

Lake Grace
345 kilometres south 

east of Perth 
The Shire of Lake 

Grace is home to the 
towns of Lake Grace, 
Newdegate, Lake King, 
Varley and Pingaring. Es-
tablished in 1911, one of 
the most historical build-
ings is The Lake Grace 
Australian Inland Mission 
hospital which was es-
tablished in 1926 through 
the work of Dr John Flynn 
and the local community. 
The building has been 
restored as a hospital 
museum and visitors can 
walk through the old style 
wards, duty room, kitch-
en and laundry to expe-
rience the atmosphere 
of an early 20th century 
rural hospital.

Lake Grace itself is 
one of Western Austra-
lia’s largest inland salt 
lakes and comprises two 
separate water bodies; 
one 25.75kms long and 
7.24kms wide at its wid-
est point and this wet-
land is part of a chain of 
lakes which  ow into the 
Avon River. For more in-
formation contact the 
Lake Grace Visitor Cen-
tre on (08) 9865 2140 or 

visit www.lakegracevisi-
torcentre.com.au 

Southern Cross
367 kilometres east of 

Perth
Southern Cross is lo-

cated on the Great East-
ern Highway, three hours’ 
drive west of Kalgoorlie. 
It is the centre for the Yil-
garn Shire and Yilgarn is 
the Aboriginal word for 
white stone or quartz. 
The area includes the 
towns of Bull nch, Mar-
vel Loch, Moorine Rock, 
Bodallin and Koolyanob-
bing.

Southern Cross is 
situated in a prosperous, 
well-established farm-
ing area including some 
of the largest farms in 
the state. The land is 
spectacularly beautiful in 
spring with wild owers.  
Popular attractions within 
the Southern Cross area 
include Baladjie Rock, 
Frog Rock, Karalee Dam 
and Hunt’s Soak - all in-
teresting spots to visit 
and ideal picnic spots. 

For a panoramic view 
of the area people can 
drive up to Wimmera Hill 
lookout which overlooks 
the township, the sur-
rounding farmland and 
goldmines. Just east of 
town is the old cemetery 
which was developed as 
a Pioneer Memorial. Yil-
garn History Museum is 
open daily and provides 
a glimpse of the area’s 
history.

For more information 
visit www.yilgarn.wa.gov.
au 

Trayning
235 kilometres north 

east of Perth
Trayning has natural 

granite outcrops, native 
birds, insects, reptiles, 
woodlands and stunning 
panoramas of wild ow-
ers in season which are 
all easily accessible. The 
town is 70 kilometres 
from Merredin and in the 
heart of the northeast-
ern wheatbelt and is with 
good roads. 

The Shire attractions 
are well sign posted with 
maps readily available. 
The district produces 
mostly wheat and sheep 
and with its natural beau-
ty and pioneer heritage 
Trayning is a great town to 
visit.For more information 
about the Shire of Trayn-
ing please visit www.
trayning.wa.gov.au

Westonia
316 kilometres east of 

Perth
Westonia is located just 

over four hours drive east 
of Perth and half an hour 
from Merredin. Named 
after Alfred David Weston, 
a sandalwood cutter and 
part time prospector, the 
town owes its origins to 
gold mining. Gold min-
ing is still an important 
industry in the area, al-
though the shire’s primary 
industry is now wheat and 
sheep farming. Visitors 
can explore the massive 
granite outcrop of Elach-
butting that includes a 
giant wave-shaped for-
mation and 30-metre 
rock tunnel which people 

can walk through. Sand-
ford Rock reserve is also 
located in the Westonia 
Shire.

For more information 
on Westonia visit www.
westonia.wa.gov.au.

Wyalkatchem
200 kilometres north 

east of Perth
The town is said to have 

been named after the Wy-
alkatchem tank which 
was built by sandalwood 
cutters in 1881.

The gateways to the 
town are historical grain 
elevators which mark the 
regions claim to fame as 
the cradle of bulk han-
dling” because it was 
the  rst place where bulk 
wheat was collected in 
WA. It is also home to 
some of the best wild-
 ower displays. 

The town lies on the Pi-
oneers’ Pathway – the old 
Gold elds Track which 
was the route taken by 
fortune seekers making 
their way toward Kalgoor-
lie. 

Wyalkatchem has most 
of the delights of a small 
country town and the 
CBH museum houses an 
impressive collection of 
early farming equipment. 

The Old School House 
Museum is set up as a 
house of earlier times with 
articles in room settings, 
and is well worth a look. 
Korrelocking reserve, 
just out of town covers 
259 hectares of pristine 
bushland and is a popular 
picnicking spot especially 
during wild ower season.

For more information 
visit www.wyalkatchem.
wa.gov.au.

Field of wheat stubble  © Tourism WA

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

CENTRAL WHEATBELT

Shire of Lake Grace
• Lake Grace • Newdegate • Lake King 
• Varley • Pingaring

www.lakegrace.wa.gov.au 
p: (08) 9865 2140   e: lgvisitorscentre@westnet.com.au

•  Agriculture, History, 
Art, Wildfl owers and 
Natural Beauty
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DEPARTS PERTH 
2 MAY 2018

HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
Escorted from Perth
Return fl ights from Perth to Delhi
18nt Premium Escorted Tour of India
First Class hotel accommodation throughout
Breakfast daily and other meals as per itinerary

    Drinks during welcome & farewell dinner 
and mineral water on the coaches
All applicable entrance fees, porterage and 
gratuities through the tour

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
New Delhi (3nts) • Agra (2nts) • Ranthambhore 
(2nts) • Jaipur (3nts) • Bikaner (2nts) • Jaisalmer 
(2nts) • Jodhpur (2nts) • Udaipur (2nts)

HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
Flights from Perth to Vancouver flying 
Cathay Pacific
Bicton Travel host travelling with you throughout
12nt/13 day Canadian Rockies Tour 
 from Vancouver
1nt post tour accommodation Vancouver
7nt Alaska cruise on Nieuw Amsterdam
Flights from Vancouver to Perth flying 
Cathay Pacific
All airport & port taxes included

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Vancouver • Kelowna • Banff • Jasper 
• Sun Peaks • Whistler • Victoria

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS: 
• Vancouver • Inside Passage (cruising) • Tracy Arm 
Inlet • Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay (cruising) 
• Ketchikan • Inside Passage (cruising) • Vancouver

ESCORTED INDIA INCLUDING 
DIWALI FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS

ESCORTED ALASKA 
& THE CANADIAN ROCKIES ALASKA & THE CANADIAN ROCKIES

18NT

20NT

DEPARTS PERTH 
10 OCT 2017

DEPARTS PERTH 
13 MAY 2018

HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
17nt Cruise from Fremantle to Cape Town 
on The Astor
 2nts Cape Town Hotel stay including breakfast, all 
transfers, City & Table Mountain sightseeing
Flight & transfers from Cape Town 
to Makutsi Springs
6nt/7 Day Classic Safari at Makutsi Safari Springs 
including breakfast & dinner daily, game drives 
and sightseeing activities
Flight & transfers from Makutsi Springs 
to Johannesburg
Direct Flight from Johannesburg to Perth
All taxes and port charges

SAFARI HIGHLIGHTS:
 3x 3-hour Game Drives
 Kruger National Park excursion
 Blyde River Canyon excursion
 Simba Night Safari

HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
Flights from Perth to Vancouver flying 
Cathay Pacific
  12nt/13 day Canadian Rockies Tour 
from Vancouver
 1nt post tour accommodation Vancouver
 7nt Alaska cruise on Nieuw Amsterdam
Flights from Vancouver to Perth flying
Cathay Pacific
 All airport & port taxes included

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
Vancouver • Kelowna • Banff • Jasper • Sun Peaks  
• Whistler • Victoria

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS:
• Vancouver • Inside Passage (cruising) • Tracy Arm 
Inlet • Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay (cruising) 
• Ketchikan • Inside Passage (cruising) • Vancouver 

AFRICA CRUISE & SAFARI

25NT

20NT

DEPARTS PERTH 
12 MARCH 2018

DEPARTS PERTH 
19 AUG 2018

HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
 Return fl ights from Perth fl ying Singapore Airlines
 Bicton Travel Host travelling with you throughout
 2nts Amsterdam hotel stay including breakfast
 Direct train from Amsterdam to Paris
  7nt Seine & Normandy River Cruise onboard 
A-ROSA VIVA
 Direct train from Paris to Lyon
7nt South of France River Cruise onboard 
A-ROSA STELLA

 Direct train from Lyon to Barcelona
 2nts Barcelona hotel stay including breakfast
 All overseas transfers
 All taxes and port charges

HOLIDAY INCLUDES:
 Return fl ights from Perth
  14nt/15 day Eastern US & Canada Tour 
from New York
 1nt post tour accommodation New York
  7nt Regal Princess Canada 
& New England Cruise
 All airport & port taxes included

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS: 
New York City • Boston • Quebec City • Montreal • 
Ottawa • Thousand Island National Park • Kingston 
• Toronto • Niagara Falls • Lancaster • Pennsylvania 
Dutch Country • Washington DC • Philadelphia • 
New York City
CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS:
New York City • Newport, Rhode Island • Boston • 
Bar Harbor, Maine • Saint John, New Brunswick (for 
the Bay of Fundy) • Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
New York City

TULIPS & TAPAS 
ESCORTED HOLIDAY

EASTERN USA 
& CANADA IN THE FALL 

18NT

22NT DEPARTS PERTH 
13 SEP 2018

LAST 
SEATS 

FROM
$9,795pp TWIN 

SHARE

OCEAN VIEW 
FROM

$6,395pp TWIN 
SHARE FROM +$495PP 

OCEAN VIEW 
FROM

$5,995pp TWIN 
SHARE FROM +$695PP 

OCEAN VIEW 
FROM

$6,695pp TWIN 
SHARE FROM +$595PP 

FROM
$7,395pp TWIN 

SHARE

BALCONY 
FROM
$6,795pp TWIN 

SHARE

Prices correct 4/7/17 including port charges and taxes. Gratuities may be payable locally, this will be advised at time of enquiry. Visas and travel insurance required at additional cost. 
Promotional fares are subject to availability. Payment by credit card attracts a merchant fee. Full terms and conditions specifi c to your chosen holiday provided at the time of booking.

T 08 9339 0177  E journeys@bictontravel.com.au W bictontravel.com.au/exclusive

AMAZING VALUE CRUISE & TOUR HOLIDAYS

WED 12 JULY – 1:15PM AND 6:15PM
APT off er an impressive range of travel styles 
and itineraries in Europe and North America. 
Exclusive deals available on the day.

TUE 18 JULY – 10:15AM
Travelmarvel showcase Bicton Travels 
exclusive Hosted 2018 Rail journeys, 
including the Arctic Circle Express 
and China & Japan by rail.

TUE 18 JULY – 6:15PM
Back Roads Touring explain their unique 
approach to touring. Mini Coach Travel, 
Small Groups (max 18 guests), Back Roads 
Trips, Culinary Experiences, Authentic 
& Local, Leisurely Paced

WED 19 JUL – 6:30PM
Uniworld present iconic and lesser known 
itineraries onboard their Boutique river 
boats in Europe.

TUE 8 AUG – 10:15AM
&Beyond present a stunning selection 
of travel options in South Africa 
and Latin America.

Seats are limited – register online 
www.bictontravel.com.au/events 
or call 08 9339 0277

FREE TRAVEL PRESENTATIONS

FROM +$895PP 
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