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Journalist Josephine Allison is pictured in front of the Merlion on Singapore's Sentosa Island. Read more about the delights of Singapore on pages 24 and 25.
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The travel industry and readers are 
welcome to contact the travel editor:  

Ph 9227 8283  
Email: jen@haveagonews.com.au

Jen Merigan

SINGAPORE has been 
a favourite destination of 
many travellers and this 
month we feature some 
interesting and informa-
tive articles about this 
vibrant Asian city.

Writers Josephine Al-
lison and Steve Collins 
both have found some 
interesting places to visit 
in Singapore.

We held our  rst Talk-
ing Travel at the Per-
egrine Travel Centre last 
month with Mike Woods 
speaking about some of 
his travels.

He spent quite a lot 
of time outlining some 
of his visits to Antarctica 
and what an amazing 
place it would be to visit.

On Australia Day next 
year there is going to be 
a  ight leaving Perth and 

heading to Antarctica 
with QANTAS for a day 
trip.

It’s around 12 hours 
there and back and 
there is the opportunity 
for various seat options.

I have had quite a few 
readers interested in this 
amazing day trip and I 
have decided to get a 
Have a Go News’ group 
together for this event.

I will announce prices 
and seating options next 
month but seats are lim-
ited and if you would like 
to join us for this expe-
rience please register 
your details by either 
emailing me on jen@
haveagonews.com.au 
or call the offi  ce on 9227 
8283 and leave your de-
tails.

These trips book out 

quickly so we need to  -
nalise the bookings very 
soon.

The next Talking Trav-
el will be held in a few 
months, we are awaiting 
some dates from Perth 
Airport.

WA is sailing towards 
its biggest cruise season 
with P&O’s Paci c Eden 
being based in Fre-
mantle for the next four 
months.

There have already 
been 43 cruise visits to 
Fremantle this year and 
it provides a great injec-
tion into the local econ-
omy.

The new rail link to the 
Perth airport has been 
approved and the state 
government say that 
this will commence op-
eration in 2020.

If you have a travel 
issue, enquiry or would 
like to share some infor-
mation, don’t hesitate to 
contact me on the email 
below.

If you’re a face-
booker than like Have 
a Go News at https://
www.facebook.com/
Haveagonews.

Happy trails

Jennifer Merigan
Travel Editor

WUNDOWIE was the birthplace of 
WA’s iron ore industry. This unique 
event celebrates the heritage of the 
area. On Sunday 15 May, Wun-
dowie Oval comes to life with iron 
sculptures, paintings and photog-
raphy, as well as kids activities, 
stalls and much more.

Nestled amongst dense bush-
land, Wundowie is approximately 
65km east of Perth via the Great 
Eastern Highway and 30km west 
of Northam, the regional centre. 
Visiting this year’s Wundowie Iron 
Festival is the perfect scenic drive 
for any day tripper.

The original concept for Wun-
dowie was formed in 1942 follow-
ing an investigation into the fea-
sibility of establishing an iron and 

steel industry in WA. The industrial 
history of Wundowie was born on 
15 April, 1948, when the complet-
ed Wundowie Charcoal Iron and 
Steel mill was opened. The mill was 
closed in 1981 after 33 years of op-
eration and Bradken now operate 
out of the foundry facilities, keeping 
the link to Wundowie’s commercial 
heritage alive.

The core feature of this year’s 
celebrations is the Iron Beast Com-
petition. The Iron Beast is an indi-
vidual or team eff ort to build a de-
vice, predominantly from iron and 
steel, propelled by the downward 
force of a 20kg weight. A prize of 
$1,000 will be awarded for the lon-
gest distance travelled in 30 sec-
onds.

For 2016 the Festival will include 
prize money of: $1,500 for the 2016 
Bradken Iron Sculpture Award; 
$1,000 for the Linley Valley Fresh 
Painting (iron theme) Award; $500 
BGC Open painting any theme; 
$500 Komcat Electro Photogra-
phy Award and $350 each for the 
Peoples choice 2D and 3D Awards.

All work will be displayed in the 
Wundowie Community Hall from 
10am to 4pm Sunday 15 May. Priz-
es will be presented on the Wun-
dowie Sports Oval.

Date: Sunday 15 May 9am – 
4pm. Venues: Wundowie Commu-
nity Hall and Wundowie Oval.

For more information please 
contact Helen Hayward 0417 903 
867or email wif@live.com.au

It’s all about our iron heritage in Wundowie

PREDICTED to be the 
next new hotspot of 
Europe, Romania is a 
diverse and authentic 
destination that is still 
relatively untouched by 
tourism. It is compara-
ble to what Europe was 
100 years ago accord-
ing to Sydney-based 
Eastern Europe spe-
cialist Beyond Travel.

Off ering a wealth of 
medieval towns, forti-
 ed churches, rugged 
mountains, ski resorts 
and traditional food and 
wine – it is best known 
for the fabled region of 
Transylvania – home to 

Discover a diff erent Europe with Beyond Travel
the legend of Dracula.

Beyond Travel has 
a range of tailor-made 
privately escorted tours 
that can be customised 
to suit individual travel-
lers. Most popular is 
the seven-day Discov-
er Romania itinerary, 
a roundtrip from Bu-
charest visiting many 
highlights such as the 
beautiful citadel Sighi-
soara known as the last 
inhabited citadel in Eu-
rope and the birthplace 
of Vlad Dracul. 

Priced from $2465 
per person twin share 
the Discover Romania 
private tour includes 
accommodation with 
daily breakfast and 
dinner, transporta-
tion, sightseeing with 
English-speaking tour 
escort and return trans-
fers.

For those with less 
time there are three 
and four-day options in 
Transylvania from only 
$1425 per person twin 
share with the same in-
clusions. Beyond also 
off er other escorted 
tours and short city 
stays with accommo-
dation, transfers and 
sightseeing in Bucha-
rest and regional cities.

For more details con-
tact Beyond Travel on 
1300 363 554 or visit 
www.beyondtravel.
com.au/romania

Sighisoara to the clock tower

Discount applies to ADT club members. Please join now (Conditions apply)

All prices include airfare, airport tax & fuel surcharge (subject to change), transfers 
& transport, most meals, 4 or 5* hotels, 5* cruise ship for China Yangtze cruise, 
sightseeing tours with admission & English speaking guide.

Email sales@asiadiscoverytours.com.au

Web www.asiadiscoverytours.com.au

Free call 1300 789 252

Brochures Free

19 Day Scandinavia & Baltic States Tour
*$8,680 now $7,980 departing 05/08/16 

including 9 countries in Scandinavia and Baltic areas.

*Special conditions apply to all our special offers.

www.asiadiscoverytours.com.au Lic: 2TA005740  HAGN#033/290

ASIA DISCOVERY TOURS
13 Day China Tour with Majestic Yangtze

*$3,490, now fr. $3,090 departing 05/09/16 & 17/10/16 
 ying Singapore Airlines including Shanghai, Yichang, Yangtze River 

Cruise, Chongqing (visiting Panda House), Xian & Beijing.

10 Day Best Hits of Japan Tour 
*$4,580, now fr. $4,180 departing 28/06, 09/09, 

03/11/16 & 02/04/17 and  ying Singapore Airlines including 
many highlights in Japan from Tokyo to Osaka. 

15 Day Vietnam and Cambodia Tour
*$3,780, now $3,480  ying Singapore Airlines and departing monthly 

until Nov. 16 including 10 days in Vietnam & 4 days in Cambodia

17 Day Myanmar Highlights Tour
*Fr $5,580, now fr. $4,880 departing in May and September 
covering lots of highlights in Myanmar including Yangon, Bagan, 

Heho, Kalaw, Pindaya, Inle, Sakar, Sittwe & Mrank U. 

14 Day Panoramic Sri Lanka Tour (with option to Maldives)

*$3,980 now $3,780  ying Singapore Airlines and departing 24/07, 03/09 & 
05/11/2016 including Colombo, Negombo, Anuradhapura, Habaran, 

Kandy and Nuwara Eliya. 

17 Day Ultimate Russia Waterways Tour
*$4,680, now $4,280 departing 15/09/16 on a deluxe Russia river 

cruise from Moscow to St Petersburg with stopover in Shanghai.

13 Day Vietnam Holiday Special Tour

*$2,980, now fr. $2,680  ying Singapore Airlines and departing 
monthly till Nov. 16 covering the must-see highlights in Vietnam 

from North to South.
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FUNSEEKER TOURS & CHARTER 
PH 1300 660 668 (24hrs)  

Email funseek@iinet.net.au  Visit www.funseekertours.com.au 

Travel in our Mitsubishi Rosa 24 seater coach
 with seatbelts. Fully inclusive packages, 

home pick up and return - all meals, entries and 
ensuite accommodation. No hidden extras.

MAY THREE RIVERS CRUISING $1,795
SEPTEMBER CAPE TO CAPE WILDFLOWERS $1,495
OCTOBER AMAZING ALBANY 

WILDFLOWERS
$1,795

DECEMBER MANJIMUP CHERRY FESTIVAL $   900
DECEMBER CHRISTMAS BY THE BAY $1,850

2016 TOURING PROGRAMME

Conditions apply, subject to availability, correct at the time of printing.

www.australianholidaycentre.com.au
email: perth@australianholidaycentre.com.au

Conditions apply subject to availability correct at the time of printing

GOLD $3450 per person twin share
PLATINUM $5620 per person twin share 

CALL 1300 799 342

3 Cities 
& 3 Trains

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH ON SUNDAYS

• Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Perth to Sydney in gold service cabin                
• 3 nts in Sydney • Sydney Harbour Story Cruise • Rail travel on the XPT, 
Day Service Sydney to Melbourne • 3 nights in Melbourne • City tour and 
river cruise • Rail travel on the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nights 
in Adelaide • Adelaide City Sights Tour • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

Christmas 
in July

TWO DEPARTURES 
7 AND 28 JULY

Return  ights Perth, Adelaide Perth • 2 nt in Adelaide • 3 nt Murray             
Princess cruise inc Return transfers, all meals, onshore excursions

ON SALE FROM ONLY $3905 pp twin share

South African 
Treasure

16 DAY TOUR
DEPARTS 11 JUNE, 2 & 16 JULY 

AND 13 AUGUST

Return  ights from Perth • transfers and transport • 14 nights accommodation – room 
and breakfasts & 4 dinners • Discover the Rainbow Nation, a land of breathtaking 
scenery, colourful history and cultural contrasts. This odyssey between South Africa’s 
2 largest cities showcases the major highlights: The Panorama Route from Johan-
nesburg to  Kruger NP, Hluhluwe-Imfolozi NP, St Lucia World Heritage Wetland Park, 
the Drakensberg Mountains, along the Garden Route and touching the Karoo to arrive 
in vibrant, cosmopolitan Cape Town nestling in the shadow of the spectacular Table 
Mountain.

ON SALE $1999 per person twin share 
(based on inside cabin)

Around Australia 
by Rail

18 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH ON TUESDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Broome • 3 nts in Broome • Town Tour • Air travel, 
Broome to Darwin • 2 nts Darwin • City Tour • Air travel, Darwin to Cairns • 
3 nts in Cairns • Rail travel on the Spirit of Queensland, Cairns to Brisbane 
(Rail Bed) inc meals • 1 nt Brisbane • Rail travel on the XPT, Brisbane to 
Sydney • 2 nts Sydney • City Tour • Rail travel on the XPT, Sydney to Mel-
bourne (First Class Seat) • 2 nts Melbourne • City Tour • Rail travel on the 
Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nts Adelaide • City Tour • Rail travel 
on the Indian Paci c, Adelaide to Perth in Gold Service inc meals 
GOLD $5590 per person twin share
PLATINUM $7680 per person twin share Darwin 

& The Top End
7 NIGHTS

DEPARTS PERTH ON SATURDAYS

• Air travel, Perth to Darwin • 3 nights in Darwin • 2 day Kakadu and East 
Alligator Tour including all touring and 1 night accommodation in Kakadu 
• Darwin City Tour • Rail travel on The Ghan, Darwin to Adelaide in gold 
service cabin • Including all meals, drinks and off train excursions • 1 night 
in Adelaide • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth
GOLD $3830 per person twin share
PLATINUM $5530 per person twin share 

3 STATE 
FLY & SAIL 
GETAWAY

DEPARTS 7 DECEMBER 
VISITING SA, VICTORIA 

AND TASMANIA

Air travel, Perth to Adelaide • 3 night’s accommodation in Adelaide • City 
Tour • Barossa & Hahndorf full day tour • 7 night cruise on the Sun Princess 
(inside cabin), departing Adelaide and visiting: Burnie •  Melbourne • Port 
Lincoln and disembark in Fremantle (includes: meals & entertainment)
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FREE UPGRADE 
TO AN OUTSIDE 

CABIN - BOOK NOW!

INCLUDING FLIGHTS

ON SALE FROM ONLY $1680 per person twin share 
(Upgrades available based on interior cabin)



Thursday 30 June 2016 Featuring Antarctica, Tasmania, The America’s and New Zealand
Thursday 28 July 2016 Featuring Discovery and Just for Singles Tours, Christmas in New Zealand and Europe
Tuesday 9 August 2016 Featuring 2017 Holidays and Last Chance 2016 Departures.
FreeCall 1800 066 272 or email events@villa.com.au  RSVP is essential

New England and East Coast Canada in Fall

Exclusive Solo Traveller Holiday to Singapore 

Tantalizing Tasmania is Calling Spectacular Lord Howe Island Awaits

Cruise Ocean to Ocean Through the Panama Canal

Explore the Islands of Hawaii

Small Group Wilderness Adventures!

Fabulous Floral Fun with Villa!

Travel Overseas with Villa Carlotta Travel

FreeCall 1800 066 272    travel@villa.com.au    www.villa.com.au

Highlights  Hudson River Cruise, New York 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York 

Broadway Show, New York  10 Day Cruise: Massachusetts, 
Maine, Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, Gulf of St Lawrence, 

Quebec City, Saguenay Fjord  City Tours – New York, 
Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto  Royal Canadian Mounted Police 

Stables Tour  Scenic 1000 Island Cruise 
Casa Loma, Canada’s Castle  Omega Wildlife Park 

Niagara Falls Cruise and Illumination Dinner
East Coast Canada, New England and New York 

Featuring Colours of Canada and New England Cruise

24 Days  Wed 21 Sep to Fri 14 Oct 2016
Staterooms From $13100 pptw  Single Option $2925 

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

On this exclusive solo traveller getaway, spend time wandering 
through the amazing variety of shops, stalls and markets and 
discover gardens, culture, enclaves and sights. With amazing 

sights and sounds, Singapore is a wonder to behold.
Highlights  Arab Street and Kampong Glam  Singapore River Cruise 
National Orchid Garden  Jurong Bird Park   Afternoon Tea at Raffles 

Peranakan Culture Tour  Singapore Night Markets 
Chinatown Evening  Free Day in Singapore

Just for Singles Singapore Sights and Shopping

24 Days  Fri 25 to Wed 30 Nov 2016
Guaranteed Single Room $5160  Share a Room and Save $830

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

Toowoomba Flower Festival Fun
A kaleidoscope of colour will greet you at one of Australia’s 
longest running flower shows of its kind. Floral Parades, the 
Flower, Food and Wines Festival, entertainment, visual arts 

and stunning gardens will leave you spellbound. 

Highlights  Cobb and Co Museum  Spring Bluff Railway 
Highfields Pioneer Village  DownsSteam Tourist Railway and Museum 

Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers  Grand Central Floral Parade 
Australian Army Flying Museum

Toowoomba the Garden City and Carnival of Flowers

7 Days  Tuesday 13 to Monday 19 September 2016
Price $3685 pptw  Single Option $600

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

Exclusive Solo Traveller Holiday
Join with your fellow solo travellers for this amazing holiday 

to the beautiful Yarra Valley. The feature will be the 
Tesselaar Tulip Festival that includes over 500,000 tulips  

and 100 varieties in bloom!
Highlights  Full Day at Tesselaar Tulip Festival  Dandenong Steam Train Ride 

Bavarian Entertainment and Dining  Skyhigh Mount Dandenong 
Dame Nellie Melba Estate  Tractor Orchard Tour 

Garden Tours – Coombe Estate and Big Bouquet  Mont De Lancey Homestead 
Who Dunnit Mystery Night  Yarra Valley Produce

Just for Singles Yarra Valley and Tesselaar Tulip Festival

6 Days  Monday 19 to Saturday 24 September 2016
Guaranteed Single Room $3535 
Share a Room and Save $305

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

Floriade Festival Canberra to Sydney
Showcasing Australia’s best spring colours with glorious 

displays, Canberra’s springtime gift to the people of Australia 
is festive in spirit and filled with celebrations including music, 

entertainment, demonstrations, arts, crafts and produce.
Highlights  Entry to the Floriade Festival  Canberra City Sightseeing Tour 
Southern Highlands and Blue Mountains  Tulip Farm, Corbett Gardens, 

Greenbrier Park Garden  Berrima and Bowral 
The International Cricket Hall of Fame  Norman Lindsay Gallery 

Blue Mountains Scenic Railway  Cableway and Skyway 
Mount Tomah Botanical Gardens  Sydney Harbour Cruise

Floriade Festival and Glorious NSW Gardens

11 Days  Monday 19 to Thursday 29 September 2016
Price $4595 pptw  Single Option $950

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

Explore Central America with Holland 
America’s extraordinary choice of shore 

excursions and relax in the famous Bahamas.
Highlights  2 Nights San Diego, USA 

15 Nights Holland America Cruise  5 Ports of Call 
6 Days at Sea  6 Countries  Puerto Vallarta and Huatulco, 
Mexico  Puerto Quetzal, Guatemala  Corinto, Nicaragua 
Puerto Caldera (Puntarenas), Costa Rica  Panama Canal 

Cartagena, Colombia  Half Moon Cay, Bahamas
Panama Canal Adventure Cruise 

Featuring Mexico, Bahamas and Central America
21 Days  Wed 25 Jan to Tue 14 Feb 2017

Staterooms from $10995 pptw  Single Options $2355
FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

Enjoy 2 amazing nights in Los Angeles and a 15 night Star Princess 
cruise crossing the Pacific Ocean to beautiful Hawaii. Experience 

enriching activities, world-class entertainment and gourmet cuisine. 
Journey home via Ensenada, Mexico before returning to LA. The 
perfect way to see Hawaii and with a variety of restaurants, pools 

and activities on board, you will have the cruise of a lifetime!
Highlights  1 Night Sydney  2 Nights Los Angeles  Los Angeles City Tour 
15 Night Hawaii Cruise  9 Days at Sea  Hilo, Hawaii  Honolulu, Hawaii 

Kauai, Hawaii  Maui, Hawaii  Ensenada, Mexico
Hawaiian Islands Cruising

21 Days  Sun 19 Feb to Sat 11 Mar 2017
FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

Your Tasmanian Wilderness Explorer holiday will reward 
you with pristine wilderness, breathtaking scenery, distinctive 
wildlife, colonial heritage, ruins and architecture, memorable 

encounters with the locals and culinary delights. 
Highlights  Maria Island Walks, History, Nature  Freycinet Peninsula Cruise 

Freycinet Marine Farm Tour  Corinna Wilderness Experience 
Pieman River Cruise, Tarkine Wilderness  Tarraleah Village and History 
Guided Walk  Tasman Peninsula Cruise  Salamanca Markets, Hobart 

Port Arthur  Cradle Mountain  Mt Field National Park Walks 
Marakoopa Cave Guided Tour

Discovery Tasmanian Ultimate Wilderness Explorer
14 Days  Saturday 5 to Friday 18 November 2016

Price $6490 pptw  Single Option $1365 
FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

Less than 2 hours from Sydney is a world of paradise to be 
discovered. World Heritage listed Lord Howe’s beauty and 
natural wonders will take you on a journey of discovery and 
tranquillity. This will be a world away from the city sights of 

Sydney that prelude your paradise experience.  
Highlights  3 Nights Sydney  5 Nights Lord Howe Island 
Taronga Zoo Adventure  Bondi to Coogee Coastal Walk 

Fort Dennison Tour and Lunch  Lord Howe Island Adventures 
Guided Walking Tour  Glass Bottom Cruise 

Island Tour  Turtle Tours  Environmental and History Tours
Discovery Lord Howe Island – The Last Paradise

9 Days  Saturday 12 to Sunday 20 November 2016
Price $6685 pptw  Single Option $1085

FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full itinerary details

All Villa Carlotta Travel holidays are fully escorted, depart from Perth and include courtesy home collection (Perth and Mandurah metro only)*, airfares, taxes, insurance*, gratuities* and most meals. *Terms and conditions apply.

2016
2017

2016
2017

SMALL  

GROUP  

HOLID
AY!

SMALL  

GROUP  

HOLID
AY!

Villa’s Free Travel Presentations in 2016
Villa is delighted to announce the launch of our monthly free travel information sessions in Perth  
at the State Library of Western Australia. Each session runs from 9am to 1pm. Come to one, come to them all!

NEW YORK

Gloucester

MontrealOttawa

Toronto

NIAGARA 
FALLS

Bar Harbor

Quebec
Saguenay

Saguenay Fjord

Sydney

Prince 
Edward 
Island

Halifax

CANADA

USA

San Diego

Puerto Vallarta

Ft Lauderdale

Half Moon Cay

Hautulco Corinto
Puerto Quetzal

Puerto Caldera Cartagena

USA

PANAMA CANAL

Door to Door Service All Holidays Depart from Perth
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 1800 630 343 www.travelrite.com.au423 Whitehorse Road, Balwyn Vic 3103

QUEBEC
CHARLOTTETOWN

HALIFAX

SYDNEYBAR HARBOR

BOSTON
NEWPORT

MONTREAL

NEW YORK

Fall Colours Sail on MS Rotterdam from Montreal to
New York, visiting stunning gardens 
in glorious Fall Colours. Visit Quebec, 
Charlottetown, Sydney and Halifax in Canada, 
Bar Harbor, Boston and Newport USA, with 2 
nights in Montreal and 4 nights in New York.

Garden Cruise 
of Canada & USA

13 Oct - 1 Nov 2016Led by garden expert Deryn Thorpe
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For a brochure call 
9721 9588 or

Free Call 1800 177 788
*Conditions apply. Price valid for travel ex PER and includes pre paid taxes.

Single supplement available

Cathie Rice Travel
presents

ROCK & ROLL - RAIL & SAIL!
Travel in style on the Indian Paci c to join the 

PS MURRAY PRINCESS

Train inclusions:
• 3 days/2 nights in a Gold Service private  
   sleeper cabin with ensuite from Perth 
   to Adelaide
• Off  train excursions in Kalgoorlie and Cook
• All meals and beverages onboard the train

Cruise inclusions:
• 3 night PS Murray Princess cruise in an 
   Outside Cabin
• All meals onboard including the 
   Captains Buff et dinner
• Live entertainment every night of the cruise!
• A selection of onshore tours and onboard activities
Also includes Qantas airfare Adelaide to Perth,        
3 nights at the Stamford Plaza Adelaide including 
breakfast daily, half day Adelaide city tour, and             
Hahndorf & Barossa Valley full day tour with wine 

tasting and lunch.

60s, 70s & 80s
MUSIC CRUISE

Departs Perth 31 July 2016 
8 NIGHTS from ONLY $3695 ppts

LIVE 
entertainment 

every night 
onboard the 

cruise! ALL
INCLUSIVE 

TRAIN & CRUISE 
PACKAGE!

Call Elite Tours on 9314 2170
www.elitetours.net.au

Elite Tours is your premiere club, 
retirement village and group tour company.

With 60 tours to choose from and tours 
starting from $56 per person including 

homemade morning tea, 3 course lunch with 
tea or coffee and a 5 star touring coach, 

also 1 FREE seat on all tours for organiser 
(minimum of 25 paying passengers required).
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On the Blackwood River, Bridgetown

RAC ★★★★ Your tranquil adult retreat in
a picturesque riverbank setting 2 kms from 

Bridgetown CBD featuring
• Spacious, self-contained, luxury accommodation
• Stunning riverside location
• Bird lovers’ paradise with late afternoon feeding
• Unit for disabled available with King size 
   or twin bed con guration
View our website and/or give Julian and Jenny a call

Tel: 9761 2828
www.tweedvalleylodge.com.au
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by Josephine Allison

IT HAD been almost 12 
years since we last vis-
ited Singapore and we 
weren’t really prepared 
for the dramatic trans-
formation.  We decided 
to visit during the Chi-
nese New Year which 
added to the  avour and 
spectacle of our stay; it 
was also was one of the 

coolest times of the year.
We stayed at a hotel-

style serviced apartment 
not far from Orchard 
Road which was conve-
nient to restaurants and 
the MRT. 

Orchard Road is now 
very much upmarket, 
lined with luxury stores 
including Gucci,  Dior, 
Armani, Burberry and 
Calvin Klein. But peel 

Sophisticated Singapore: a modern city of many moods and colours

back the sophisticated 
veneer of Singapore 
and you still  nd a city 
steeped in tradition with 
its own unique cuisine, 
lifestyle and customs.

I especially enjoyed 
the Chinese New Year 
performances by young 
Singaporeans clad in 
neon orange costumes. 
We dropped into various 
shopping centres and 
managed to view some 
of the performances by 
lion dancers who did the 
high pole dance which 
calls for great agility and 
physical  tness.

According to the Sin-
gapore Wushu Dragon 

and Lion Dance Fed-
eration, demand for lion 
dance performances 
has gone up 10 per cent 
compared with last year 
but the number of fresh 
recruits is dwindling. 
There is a call for young 
members to do the 
jumps, lifts and climbing 
but parents worry about 
the risks of their children 
doing these stunts.

Performers get paid 
around $50 a day for 
Chinese New Year per-
formances and $20 a 
day during the rest of the 
year.  Several schools 
have lion dance groups 
which helps encourage 

the preservation of lion 
dance.

We were swept up 
in the colourful perfor-
mances, the bang of 
the drum signalling the 
young performers to 
roar into action, showing 
their athletic skills and 
commitment to a spe-
cial part of the Chinese 
culture. They work hard 
during performances 
and have a busy sched-
ule during Chinese New 
Year.

Singapore’s reputation 
for innovation and enter-
prise is well re ected in 
Gardens by the Bay, a 
nature park spanning 
101 hectares opened to 
the public in June 2012. 
We visited the park dur-
ing the day and again at 
night to see the super-
trees come alive with a 
light and music show 
called the OCBC Garden 
Rhapsody. The night 
show was packed with 
locals and international 
visitors who marvelled at 
the spectacle.

Gardens by the Bay 
consists of three water-
front gardens with the 
largest, the Bay South 
Garden, at 54ha which 
showcases the best of 
tropical horticulture and 
garden artistry.

Even if you aren’t a 
gardener, you can wan-
der at your heart’s con-

tent and marvel at the 
logistics behind the proj-
ect,  part of a strategy by 
the Singapore govern-
ment to transform Sin-
gapore from a garden 
city to a city in a garden.

There are two cooled 
conservatories, the 
Flower Dome and the 
Cloud Forest, located 
along the edge of the 
Marina Reservoir. The 
Flower Dome at 1.2ha 
features seven diff erent 
gardens as well as an 
olive grove with a bistro 
and an ever changing 
central display  eld de-
signed to allow  ower 
shows and displays to 
be held within the con-
servatory. 

The Cloud Forest at 
2ha replicates the cool, 
moist conditions found 
in tropical mountain re-
gions. You can explore 
the highlands amidst or-
chids, pitcher plants and 
ferns complete with a 
35m man-made moun-
tain and waterfall.

We also opted for a 
rooftop view from the 
opulent Marina Bay 
Sands Hotel which looks 
like a giant surfboard 
stretched across the top 
of three separate build-
ings.  

Our friends, who used 
to live in Singapore but 
now live in Perth, took 
us to their former sub-

urb, Joo Chiat, where 
we sampled the local 
cuisine and an authen-
tic, local buzz unique 
to Singapore with the 
neighbourhood vibe in 
contrast to sophisticat-
ed Orchard Road.

Each business off ers 
a product with a strong 
heritage story to it, local 
snacks and delicacies, 
traditional Peranakan 
(Straits-born Chinese) 
attire and accessories 
and various heritage-
inspired souvenirs. 

 On another day we 
headed for Sentosa us-
ing the travellator which 
opened in 2011. The 
island has changed dra-
matically from more than 
a decade ago with many 
attractions including 
Universal Studios theme 
park, Madame Tussauds 
and stores.

No visit to Singapore 
would be complete 
without a stop at the Bo-
tanic Gardens which has 
more than four millions 
visitors annually.  The 
national orchid garden is 
a highlight and has more 
than 1000 species and 
2000 hybrids, off ering 
a permanent showcase 
and the largest display 
of orchids in the world.

After all, the orchid 
epitomises the colour, 
grace and many moods 
that is Singapore. 

CATHIE Rice Travel has put together a 
fantastic package for the inaugural PS 
Murray Princess Music Cruise, includ-
ing  rst class rail, a short stay in Ade-
laide, the three night music cruise, and 
 ights with Qantas.

If you loved the music of the 60s, 70s 
and 80s, then you’ll love this cruise. 
Why not get a group of friends together, 
get your 70s costume out of the back 
of the cupboard and put your dancing 
shoes on for a fun music cruise on the 
Murray River?  

Travel in all-inclusive comfort and 
style on the mighty Indian Paci c from 
Perth to Adelaide, departing 31 July.  
Your journey includes gourmet meals 
in the Queen Adelaide Restaurant; a 
superb selection of wines, and an array 
of popular and boutique beers; hand-
picked off -train excursions in Kalgoorlie 
and Cook; and beautifully appointed 

private sleeper accommodation in twin 
or single cabins that convert to a lounge 
during the day.  

The Outback Explorer Lounge is the 
social hub of the train, exclusive to Gold 
Service travellers, a place to meet new 
friends over a cup of coff ee or a glass 
of wine.

Guests enjoy a short stay in Adelaide 
at the central Stamford Plaza Hotel with 
local and Barossa Valley sightseeing, 
before travelling to Mannum to join the 
PS Murray Princess.

The Murray Princess Music Cruise 
includes live entertainment every night, 
all meals onboard including the cap-
tains buff et dinner, accommodation in 
an outside cabin, dance competitions, 
music quizzes, shore tours and more.

Call Cathie Rice Travel on 9721 9588 
or Free call 1800 177788 for more de-
tails.

Rock and Roll aboard the
Rail and Sail Music Cruise

Young Singaporeans perform for Chinese New Year - Illuminated super trees, part of the Bay South Garden - rooftop view from the Marina Bay Sands Hotel
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We provide a free booking service for Great Southern Rail, 
accommodation, car hire, tours and much more.

FREECALL 1800 812 808
Email wa@ausvc.com.au

Western Australian Visitor Centre  
55 William Street, Perth   

Please note that  ights are not included. Prices are valid for all bookings prior to 04 July 2016. Please note that any components of the package are subject to change. Please be advised that Australian Visitor Centres P/L always acts as a travel agent 
in booking or arranging travel related services on your behalf. Therefore the contracted responsibility and liability to provide or deliver those services is always that of the relevant services provider.
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PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• 3 Nights’ accommodation at the 5 Star Oaks Elan Darwin with uninterrupted views over Darwin Harbour and Frances Bay
• Exclusive 3-course Sunset group dinner inclusive of drinks and overlooking Darwin 
• 4 days aboard The All Inclusive Ghan Expedition
• With full day inclusive Off Train Excursions at Katherine Gorge, Alice Springs and Coober Pedy.
• Katherine Gorge: Choice of a spectacular gorge cruise or Katherine Outback Experience
• Alice Springs: A town tour of various landmarks and a visit to the Dessert Park or a guided walk through Simpsons Gap
• Coober Pedy: Tour many of Coober Pedy’s many underground sites as well as lunch in an underground setting. Enjoy sunset drinks 
and canapés at Breakaways • 3 Nights’ accommodation at the 5 Star Stamford Plaza Adelaide

$3,382 per person twin share 
or $4,345 solo travellers

The Outback Discoverer  10 DAY HOLIDAY PACKAGE  2 to 11 October 2016
Experience the beauty, culture and gourmet delights of the heart of Australia on board the All Inclusive Ghan Expedition Rail journey!

2016 On Sale
15 Days Natural Wonders of China

Zhangjiajie, Tian Men Mountain, Yichang, Three 
Gorges Cruise, Chongqing, Jiuzhaigou & Chengdu

Fully inclusive from $4,785
16 Days Vietnam & Cambodia delights

Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hue, Hoi An, Danang, 
Ho Chi Minh City, Phnom Penh & Siem Rep

Fully inclusive from $4,495
14 Days The Spirits of India with Camel Fair

Kolkata, Varanasi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri, 
Jaipur, Pushkar & Delhi

Fully inclusive from $4,885
19 Days Sri Lanka, India & Nepal Triple Indulgence

Colombo, Kandy, Yala, Bentota, Delhi, Agra, 
Ranthambore, Jaipur, Ranthambore & Jaipur

Fully inclusive from $7,988

20 Days Japan, Korea & Taiwan Triple Indulgence
Taipei, Sun Moon Lake, Kaohsiung, Kenting, Seoul, 
Gongju, Suncheon, Tokyo, Mt.Fuji, Kyoto & Osaka

Fully inclusive from $6,895
15 Days Japan Cherry Blossom and Garden 2017
Tokyo, Hakone, Mt Fuji, Takayama, Kanazawa, Kyoto, 

Nara, Hiroshima, Miyajima, Kobe & Osaka
Fully inclusive from $7,080

16 Days Mighty Yangtze and Hong Kong
Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Fengdu, Chongqing, 
Victoria Cruise on Three Gorges and Hong Kong

Fully inclusive from $4,145
15 Days The Best of Vietnam

Hochiminh City, Saigon, Mekong Delta, Hanoi, 
Cu Chi Tunnels, Dalat, Nha Trang, Danang & Hoi An

Fully inclusive from $4,035

Free Brochures2016 On Sale

Inclusions: All  ights with taxes and fuel surcharge, meals, 4-5*
hotels, sightseeing & tranfers, English Speaking Tour Guide,
tipping for most of tours. *Travel insurance, visa are excluded 

Toll free: 1300 842 688
E: sales@mwtravel.com.au
W: www.mwtravel.com.au

F B hures
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Call Elite Tours on 9314 2170
www.elitetours.net.au

UPCOMING 
2016 TOURS
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  9 May Chidlow $75
20 May Mundaring Crafty Corner $75
30 May 3 Day Wave Rock Tour $795*

10 June Paddy’s Bush Bar $80
28 June Dwellingup $85

  7 July Xmas in July @ Seabird Tavern $85
25 July Coorinja Winery Toodyay $85

10 August York & Beverley $85
30 August Mystery Tour $85
*twin share price per person

by Steve Collins

I WAS wandering through 
Singapore’s Chinatown 
when the heavens sud-
denly opened up. It was a 
typical tropical storm, rain-
drops as large as marbles 
fell in a torrent from the 
darkened skies.

Charging for the cover of 
a nearby food market I was 
nearly soaked after just a 
few seconds. When  nally 
protected I looked around 
for something to drink and 
perhaps a small snack to 
keep me occupied for the 
duration of the storm.

I had started to love the 
local iced lemon tea, which 
is brilliantly refreshing in 
Singapore’s hot and sultry 
climate. Being smack-bang 
in the middle of Chinatown 
I was expecting to order 
usual Asian fare, noodles, 
pork buns, perhaps one 
or two dim sum snacks. 
Then I saw a large sign for 
the Wuerstelstand which 
proudly advertised that it 
was: the last sausage kiosk 
before the equator.

Truthfully, that’s no idle 
boast for Singapore is in-
deed very close to the 
equator and sausage ki-
osks are not terribly com-
mon throughout Asia.

The stall was owned by 
Erich, an ex-pat Austrian, 

A sausage, a sel e and stock exchange priced beer - three uncanny 
Singapore experiences to  nd in Chinatown...

good to dismiss, so I took 
the camera and pulled a 
stupid face, not that you 
can tell with me.

After ordering an iced 
coff ee I sat at an outside 
table and waited.  Soon, 
my drink arrived and, as 
promised, my face was 
emblazoned across the 
foam in full colour.  I have 
no idea how the printing 
process works, but it was 
actually quite impressive. 

So, I put a straw through 
my eye and started drink-
ing.

This was much bet-
ter than dieting because 
the more I drank the skin-
nier my face became.  If I 
had of known this earlier 
I would have taken a full 
length sel e so I could 
watch myself get slimmer 
just by drinking iced cof-
fee.

The saddest part is 
when you ingest the last of 
your face.  

By then I really needed 
to get moving again, to 
walk off  all those calories 
I’d just enjoyed.

who seemed to have the 
Singaporean market for 
German-style sausage 
pretty well covered.  He also 
did a nice line in Backstube, 
Austrian-style muffi  ns. 
Erich is a fantastic, larger-
than-life, lanky character 
who is both garrulous and 
very entertaining.  He was 
immaculately dressed in a 

Clockwise from left; #Sel e Coff ee - The Wuerstel-
stand - be emblazoned in coff ee at #Sel e Coff ee

spotlessly clean, starched 
chef’s jacket, and for me he 
even donned a tall toque. 
Erich would have looked 
at home in a Michelin three 
star kitchen. 

His signature currywurst 
was indeed a delicious and 
very cheap accompani-
ment to the iced lemon tea.  

The Wuerstelstand was 
not what I was expecting 
to  nd in Chinatown but my 
trip was de nitely enriched 
by having the opportunity 
to taste and discuss sau-
sage with Erich.

Singaporeans are known 
for their business acu-
men and in nearby Clarke 
Quay I found a bar that 
operates much like a stock 
exchange. By climbing a 
steep, dark staircase I en-
tered a large space that 
is the beer market. Big 
screens were scattered 

around the bar.  Embla-
zoned across them were 
the brand names of beers, 
with their prices heralded in 
diff erent colours in the next 
row.

These prices are 
changed every 20 min-
utes. I didn’t ask why they 
magically changed after 20 
minutes. Perhaps that’s the 
average time for chugging 
down a pint? In which case, 
beer drinking is about the 
only pursuit I can accom-
plish in better-than-average 
time. 

I learnt that if the price is 
unchanged, its colour ap-
pears as white. If the price 
has risen, green is the indi-
cator. The one to look for is 
red, for this con rms that 
particular brew is cheaper 
than previously. The spot 
prices are based on popu-
larity; the more a particular 

beer sells, the higher its 
price.  Those that are sel-
dom purchased lose value.

Not all beers are initially 
priced the same, so that 
even if a poor-selling beer 
drops in price, it may still be 
more expensive that those 
on the rise. Reason being 
that not all beers are the 
same. Price depends on 
type, brand and especially 
alcoholic content, with 
strong beers costing more 
than light beers.

I had one beer, admit-
tedly one that had fallen 
in price, then left,  guring 
that I would save a lot more 
money by not drinking beer 
at all.

There was one experi-
ence in Singapore that I 
have never had before – 
sucking my own face.

This was in one of my 
favourite areas, Kampong 
Glam, around Arab Street, 
which now is a really hip 
place. Whilst idling along 
Haji Lane which, with its 
garishly-painted buildings, 
cafes and boutiques, is 
full of interesting places to 
visit, I saw a shop called 
#Sel e Coff ee.

Being naturally curious I 
ambled in to ask how it all 
worked. 

They hand you a camera, 
you take a sel e, choose 
your brew, and it gets deliv-
ered with your face printed 
on the foam. I’m not at all 
into taking sel es, but this 
opportunity seemed too 

Call Aussie Redback Tours for bookings 
and full itineraries 1300 662 026 
or email aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au

“Get caught in the 

travel web of 
Aussie Redback Tours”
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DAY TOURS
Xmas in July        10 July 2016
Northern Wild owers           7 & 21 August 2016
Balingup Medieval Carnivale 28 August 2016
EXTENDED TOURS
Gibb River - Bungle Bungles 15 Days     18 June 2016
Seniors $4900  Adults $4950  S/Sup $980
Kimberley Dreaming Tour 9 Days     15 July 2016
Seniors $3600pp  Adults $3650  S/Sup $500
Historic Outback Tours 15 Days             6 August 2016
Seniors $4350pp  Adults $4400  S/Supp $950    
Mt Augustus - Kennedy Range 7 Days 
At Wild ower Time!                       
Seniors $1740pp Adults $1790pp  S/Supp $450
All tours are fully accommodated motel/cabin



travellinglet’s go ADVERTISING FEATURE

26        HAVE-A-GO NEWS No. 290 MAY 2016

FREE entry to Festival
FREE children entertainment and activities

Art competition & exhibition for both adults and youth
Iron Beast

Circle of Swords
Produce and Craft Stalls

Show Bags
Food and Refreshments available

Visit our website for more information wif.kittenworx.net
Like us on Facebook Wundowie Iron Festival 

or phone Helen on 0417 903 867

Wundowie Iron Festival
“It’s all about our iron history”

Proudly sponsored by:

Sunday 15 May 2016  9am-4pm
Wundowie Community Hall and Oval
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Hurry, book now with Kalgoorlie Boulder 
Pure Gold Visitor Centre Cnr Hannan & 
Wilson Sts, Kalgoorlie Tel: 1800 004 653  
|Email: visitors@kalgoorlie.com

Prices correct at the time of publication but subject to increase. Pensioners & Seniors discounts only available for holders of WA Pension Card & Seniors Card. 
All products are subject to availability. Prices for tours are per person twin share, valid to 31/7/2016, extra cost for single accommodation. 

Amendment and cancellation fees apply, $20 per booking. 

Pensioner Rail Packages

4 Day Kalgoorlie 
Golf Extravaganza
Gold was discovered in Kalgoorlie in 1893 and 
the gold rush began, but these days it’s the GOLF 
RUSH! Play one of the world’s greatest desert golf 
courses, designed by Graham Marsh. Travel to 
Kalgoorlie FREE on the Prospector by using your 
Transwa pensioner pass. 

Holiday includes:

(buffet b/fast at Quality Inn)  

inc. 2 days green fees & 2 days golf buggy hire 

the 2 games.

Day 1: Perth to Kalgoorlie
7.10am depart Perth on the Prospector and travel through 

2pm. Transfer to your hotel at own expense, then free 
afternoon to explore the city. 

Day 2: Kalgoorlie Golf

Day 3: Kalgoorlie Golf
After breakfast, you are again free to enjoy the sights 

golf games.

Day 4: Kalgoorlie to Perth
After breakfast transfer to rail station at own expense. 

Departs Perth  Monday or Tuesday, every week

Cost per person  Free Pass  Pen/Sen  Adult
(twin share)

4 Day Kalgoorlie 
Step Back in Time
Discover the history and heritage of the Goldfi elds 
with this exclusive “Step Back in Time” holiday 
package. Use your free Transwa pensioner pass to 
travel on the Prospector and undertake three tours. 

Holiday includes:

(buffet b/fast at Quality Inn)  

Day 1: Perth to Kalgoorlie
7.10am depart Perth on the Prospector and travel through 

2pm. Transfer to your hotel at own expense, then free 
afternoon to explore the city.

Day 2: Kalgoorlie touring
After breakfast, make your way to the Visitor Centre at own 

Day 3: Kalgoorlie touring
After breakfast, make your way to the Visitor Centre at own 

Tour package, which includes your head set, souvenir guide 
book, bottled water, hat and stubby cooler. In the afternoon, join 

Day 4: Kalgoorlie to Perth
After early breakfast, transfer to the rail station at own 

Departs Perth Monday or Tuesday, every week

Cost per person  Free Pass  Pen/Sen  Adult
(twin share)

4 Day Golden Quest 
Discovery Trail Drive
Discover Kalgoorlie Boulder and the Goldfi elds at 
your own pace with the convenience of a rental car. 
Perhaps visit The Superpit, Hannans North Tourist 
Mine and wander the historic streets of Kalgoorlie 
and Boulder before you head north on the fabulous 
Golden Quest Discovery Trail.

Holiday includes:

(buffet b/fast at Quality Inn)  

guide book 

Days 1 and  2: Perth to Kalgoorlie
7.10am depart Perth on the Prospector and travel through 

the Station with your rental car. The next 2 days are free to 
explore this wonderful inland city. Wander its wide streets 
and take in the vivid architecture, check out the view from 

Day 3: Kalgoorlie to Leonora (235km)

Day 4: Leonora to Kalgoorlie to Perth

Departs Perth Tuesday, every week

Cost per person  Free Pass  Pen/Sen  Adult
(twin share)

Station. Unlimited mileage and collision damage waiver inc., normal 

drivers. Car to be returned with a full tank of fuel. 

Australia’s

GOLDEN OUTBACK
HOLIDAY PLANNER 2016/17

2015 | 2016

Western Australia

from$285twin share with 
pensioner free pass 

(adult $475)

from$299twin share with 
pensioner free pass 

(adult $475)

from$320twin share with 
pensioner free pass 

(adult $495)

by Barry Matheson with 
Michael Osborne

SIPPING a crisp Pino Gris 
with Albert Seltz in his cel-
lar, I’m somewhat startled 
when he pours me what 
he calls his love wine, a 
tasty Gewurztraminer, 
one of the seven white 
wine varieties his fam-
ily has been growing for 
fourteen generations on 
his vast Alsatian estate.

“It’s guaranteed to give 
you amour,” says this 
passionate French vintner 
who proudly tells me it’s a 
wine for ladies.

“We had a group visit 
us from Germany and I 
told them about my love 
wine and one lady or-
dered her husband to buy 
a half a dozen bottles im-
mediately”, he laughed.

The 17th century Al-
bert Seltz Winery is in the 
heart of Mittelbergheim, 
one of the 120 pretty vil-
lages that dot the 170 
km Alsatian Wine Route 
(Route des Vins) where 
wine growers have been 
producing fragrant white 
wine since the 2nd and 
3rd centuries. 

Of the 80 million tour-
ists who visit France an-
nually, it’s safe to say a 
good majority of them will 

head for Bordeaux and 
Burgundy, renowned for 
their irresistible red wine.

But, if you’re a white 
wine lover, Alsace is for 
you, and it’s less than two 
hours from Paris on the 
TGV.

White wine seems to 
be everywhere, and in ev-
erything – at La Gouronne 
restaurant in the village of 
Scherwiller, 30 minutes’ 
drive from the capital 
Strasbourg, I was served 
a Riesling soup followed 
by a  llet of Perch with 
Riesling sauce, with a 
bottle of delicious Ries-
ling wine, of course.

Winemakers even put 
empty Riesling bottles on 
their roofs to signify they 
have a daughter to marry 
off , and there were plenty 
of those bottles hanging 
from the roofs as I drove 
through Scherwiller.

Some 18 million tour-
ists visited Alsace in 
2014. With the combina-
tion of wine, the beauty of 
the villages and houses 
decorated with  owers, 
many of which date as far 
back as 1570, they have a 
timeless charm.

Stop in the town of 
Rosheim to see its 10th 
century church, and in 
Klingenthal drop into the 

Sword Museum. The 
place has been making 
swords since the 18th 
century. Napoleon had 
his swords made here.

If you’re really into me-
dieval weapons, head 
up to Haut-Koenigs-
bourg Castle built in the 
12th century. Perched 
700-metres high on a 
mountain top, the castle 
has a large collection of 
crossbows, swords and 
armour, not to mention 
beautiful rooms, paint-
ings, Renaissance furni-
ture and enormous cast-
iron stoves. 

In the city of Stras-
bourg, a must-see is its 
splendid gothic cathe-
dral – Notre-Dame – and 
its amazing astronomi-
cal clock with its moving 
 gures. There are daily 
shows and from the top 
of the 142-metre spire, 
you’ll get sweeping views 
of the River Rhine.

Make sure you visit 
the Strasbourg hospital, 
called Porte de l’Hôpital 
and its underground 
wine cellars which are a 
tourist attraction in their 
own right. The hospital 
was devastated by  re in 
1716, but the wine cellars 
dating back to 1395 were 
spared.

Barry Matheson sips his way around Alsace

Clockwise from left; Colombarge Alscae © Colmar - Cycling through the vines ©  Infra -
Strasbourg Cathedral © Krysztof Janiczek and The Quay at Strasburg © Nadi+ Moreau

Back then, patients 
were given two-litres of 
wine a day and many 
paid for their care by leav-
ing parcels of land, mainly 
vineyards to the hospital.

Today, the cellars pro-
duce some 150,000 bot-
tles a year, quality stuff , 
and a steal at only around 
eight Euro a bottle. Staff  
will show you one bar-
rel that contains what is 
reputed to be the oldest 
wine on earth, dating from 
1472.

Not far from Strasbourg 
is Colmar which calls it-
self the capital of Alsatian 
wine. It was the last town 
in France to be freed dur-
ing the Second World 
War, and it’s just about 
the prettiest place you’ll 
see.

Known as Little Venice, 
it has a well-preserved 
Old Town and on each 
side of the Lauch River 
that winds its way through 
the city are fairytale, multi-
storey, half-timbered 
houses built centuries 
ago, all beautifully kept 
with  ower baskets hang-
ing from the walls.

Colmar’s most famous 
son is Frederric Barthol-
di who conceived and 
designed the Statue of 
Liberty. A 12-metre high 
replica greets you on the 
outskirts of the town, 
while his memory is trea-
sured by his museum 
which is in the house 
where he was born in the 
Old Town.

Here, you’ll  nd the 
original drawings for the 
Statue of Liberty.

Eating in Alsace, expect 
a combination of German 
hearty fare, fused with the 
elegance of French cui-
sine.

Accommodation in 
Alsace ranges from bou-
tique and chain hotels 
to guest houses and B 
and Bs. Two-star hotels 
cost from 60-70 Euros 
a night, three-star from 
70-110 Euros a night and 
four-star 110-160 Euros a 
night.

More information: 
www.tourism-alsace.com 

The writer was a guest 
of Alsace Tourism.
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AFTER ten weeks of toil, 
all the major renovation 
and maintenance tasks 
to prepare Duyfken for 
her voyage to Shark Bay, 
and Dirk Hartog Island 
are nearly done.

This has been a mas-
sive undertaking, the  rst 
major renovation of the 
ship since it hit the water 
back in 1999. 

The list was long and 

included the complete 
replacement of the old 
deck with new Oregon 
timbers sourced from 
the forests of the United 
States. Our team of ship-
wrights, most of whom 
had helped build Duyfken 
back in the late 90’s, used 
many of the traditional 
timber skills of 400 years 
ago to complete the task. 
Oakum was laid between 

each of the new deck 
planks, with heated black 
pitch then poured over 
the seams to make the 
deck water tight.

The success of this 
deck replacement proj-
ect has been important in 
extending the life of Duy-
fken for at least another 
30 years, that will make 
her 46, and she will have 
lived 34 years longer than 
the original which came 
to grief after a 12-year life 
back in the early 1600s.

Not content with just a 
makeover of the deck, a 
hardy team of volunteers 
set to work in chipping 
back the old anti-fouling 
paint in preparation for a 
refreshing facial of new 
paint. This is an ardu-
ous task, its all done with 
paint scraper in hand and 
plenty of elbow grease… 
and the consequent 
sweat equity.

With 200 square me-
tres of hull to scrape 
back, the team of 12 

set about their task and 
had the job done in two 
days. Being a volunteer 
as part of the Duyfken 
crew is viewed by all as 
a most rewarding experi-
ence as each ‘vollie’ puts 
a little bit of themselves 
into the upkeep of this 
magni cent sailing ship 
that represents so much 
of signi cance in the early 
European engagement 
with Australia back in the 
1600s.

Over coming weeks, 
the crew that have nomi-
nated to be part of this 
year’s Duyfken 2016 Har-
tog Commemorative Voy-
age will hit the water for 
a series of sea trials and 
sail training sessions in 
preparation for the voy-
age from Fremantle to 
Shark Bay.

Then on 20 August, 
2016 Duyfken will depart 
from Fremantle Harbour 
bound for Bunbury, the 
 rst of seven ports of call 
where she will open on ex-

hibition for school groups 
and members of the local 
community. Aside from 
Bunbury, Duyfken will visit 
Mandurah, Hillarys, Jurien 
Bay, Dongara, Geraldton, 
and Denham.

Tickets for the Duyfken/
Hartog Community Exhi-
bition will go on sale for 
all ports in mid-May and 
will be available by visit-
ing www.ticketek.com.
au. This is one exhibition 
you and your friends will 
not want to miss.

Well that’s all for this 
month from the Duy-
fken team…see you next 
month.

www.duyfken.com

Dirk Hartog - here comes the Duyfken

The Duyfken in dry dock

VILLA Carlotta Travel have a great 
range of wild ower holidays to 
tantalise you this spring. Whether 
you want to head north, south 
or east they have you covered.  
Starting with their West Coast 
Wild owers Explorer, check out 
the wonders of the Batavia Coast 
and enjoy seeing the dolphins of 
Monkey Mia.  Departing Tuesday 
2 to Monday 8 August, this is a 
wonderful holiday experience.  

Still in the north, Villa’s Geraldton 
and Midlands Wild ower Ex-
travaganza includes the Mullewa 
Wild ower Show and the Coal-
seam Conservation Reserve.  Go 
in search of the fabled Wreath 
Leschenaultia from Saturday 27 
to Wednesday 31 August.

Just north of Perth is beauti-
ful Cervantes.  Villa’s Cervantes 
Wild ower tour includes the 
Lesueur and Badgingarra Na-

tional Parks and the Pinnacles 
and departs Friday 16 to Monday 
19 September.  Heading south, 
villa’s Southern Wheatbelt Wild-
 ower Wonders holiday features 
the Stirling Range and Fitzgerald 
River National Parks.  Both amaz-
ing places to see WA’s amazing 
range of wild owers.  This tour 
departs Wednesday 5 to Sun-
day 9 October.  Last but by no 
means least, Villa’s Hyden and 

the Wheatbelt Wild ower Trail 
getaway will take to Hyden to see 
incredible Wave Rock and the 
rural hamlet of Lake Grace.  This 
holiday departs Tuesday 11 to 
Friday 14 October.  

To  nd out more or to book on 
one of these amazing wild ower 
holidays, FreeCall 1800 066 272, 
email holidays@villa.com.au or 
check out their website www.
villa.com.au today!

WA Wild ower holidays are calling people this spring

KALBARRI EDGE RESORT

Edge Seniors Deals!
Luxury accommodation
$66.50 per person per night...
that is less than half price!

Includes FREE restaurant breakfast daily
FREE courtesy coach pick up and Rainbow Jungle transfers
FREE welcome drink
FREE upgrade to spa suite. Min 2 persons (single supp. $60)  
And FREE desserts when having dinner at Edge Restaurant 
(with main course)

BOOK NOW
www.kalbarriedge.com.au
info@kalbarriedge.com.au

1800 286 155

Luxury new resort next to town centre
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1Book your tour online at www.kingstours.com.au

2016/2017 Travel Brochure

Fully Escorted Holidays for the Over 55's

Ful ly Escorted

Australian & 

Overseas Tours

Ful ly Escorted

Australia Day,

Easter, Christmas

& New Years Tours

Get your FREE 

KINGS
Brochure today

Featuring our  
Australian,  

Overseas and  
 

and Cruises  

27 DAYS, MONDAY 22 MAY TO SATURDAY 17 JUNE 2017
When you hear someone say that they are going to Canada and Alaska, chances are you’re imaging 
one of a few things; the turquoise blue water in stunning Lake Louise, winding through the Rockies 
on the world famous Rocky Mountaineer or seeing the ice fall from the glacier while you’re cruising 
through the Inside Passage. We invite you to experience the breathtaking scenery and witness the 

 
Rockies staying in deluxe hotels, you’ll cruise up the inside passage to Anchorage where you’ll begin 
your next adventure. Board the full dome railcar on the ‘Midnight Sun Express’ train to the Denali 
Princess Wilderness Lodge and encounter the unique Alaskan wilderness.

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS
Cruise the spectacular waterways of the Inside 
Passage

Discover Vancouver’s famous sights

Visit the ski resort town of Whistler

Explore Juneau, the colourful Alaskan capital

Relive the gold rush history of Skagway

Fairbank

Canada & Alaska

TOUR INCLUSIONS
Home pick-up and return

The services of a local Tour Director

 
View Stateroom

Silver leaf
Premium First Class hotels including all hotel 
service charges and porterage
Return airport transfers
Port taxes and charges included

 

P: F: Freecall:
E: 

kingstours.com.au

 
 
 

TWIN SHARE PP  
SINGLE 

 
  

TWIN SHARE PP 
SINGLE 

 
A visa waiver is required for the US and Canada  

tour cost. Special Deals Apply.
70

VANCOUVER

Whistler

Sun Peaks

Victoria

Kamloops

Lake Louise

Jasper

Skagway
Glacier Bay

College Fjord

1

Rocky Mountaineer Rail 

7 NIGHT
GULF OF ALASKA

CRUISE
1

1

1
2

1

2
11

7

Ketchikan

Juneau

Canada

a
Anchorage

Mt McKinley

Fairbanks

1
1

2 1

Your holiday begins from when you are picked 
up from home in a private car and transferred 
to the airport. Meet your Tour Manager 

leisure.  

You will have the morning at leisure before 

on to Victoria. Welcome to Canada! You will 

transferred to your hotel. This evening
meet your Tour Director and fellow travellers 
for a welcome dinner at your hotel. 

 

This morning visit the world-famous Butchart 

areas.

Drive north along Vancouver Island to 

through Georgia Strait to Horseshoe Bay. 
Journey along the Sea to Sky Highway as the 
road follows the rugged coastline. You will 
have the chance to stop at the awesome
Shannon Falls before arriving at the charming 
alpine resort of Whistler Village. 

landscape from the air with a one hour 

alpine resort of Whistler (seasonal, must be 

with thick forest into the town of Lillooet. In 

Today you will be rewarded with astounding views 
as you reach the grandeur of the Canadian Rockies. 
Weave through thick forests, past meandering 

age glaciers and tumbling waterfalls as you make 

Park. 

 

stunning Maligne Canyon, one of Canada’s most
spectacular gorges. Depart Jasper and travel along 

you’ll climb aboard the mighty Ice Explorer for an 

Athabasca Glacier. Finish the day at the famous 

Louise where we will stay in one of the Rockies 

River, the Hoodoos, Bow Falls and a ride to the top 
of Sulphur Mountain for incredible views across 
the Rockies. 
nights

 

in your Silver Leaf carriage (upgrade to Gold Leaf at 

view glaciers and snow-capped mountains before 

 

This morning we re-board the Rocky Mountaineer 

Fraser Valley and arrive into Vancouver. 

food scene as you're guided through some award 
winning restaurants and cafés on a breakfast 

Vancouver including Stanley Park, famous for its 
totem poles, the waterfront and Gastown. Visit 

above the river. Make your way across, then 
walk amongst the canopy on the award winning 
Treetops Adventure.

 

This morning board your luxurious cruise ship for a 

on the Star Princess. Discover the many services, 
 

wildlife such as orcas, humpback whales and bald 
eagles. 

Welcome to the salmon capital of the world! Part 
of the town is built along a steep hillside, part is 
built on pilings over the water where bald eagles 

Alaska’s capital is famed for its scenery and 

weathered boardwalks admiring the shop front 
facades, reminiscent of the gold rush era.

Early this morning, enter the iceberg strewn 

glacial ice wall carved by nature. This breath-taking 

Service Ranger as they help you spot wildlife and 

cruise ship.

Wildlife Refuge to Anchorage. Explore Anchorage 

at leisure. 

dogs and take a virtual trip along the Iditarod trail 

wilderness adventure.

Board our full dome railcar on the ‘Midnight Sun 

you to step outdoors for the perfect snapshot. The 
highlight this evening is a Music of Denali Dinner 
Show. 

Denali is deep in the Alaskan wilderness and this 

Embark on a Tundra Wilderness Tour which takes 

Director. 

take you home.

FULLY

TOUR
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Book your stay at Kooljaman, where every guest is family 

and you are always welcome home.
www.kooljaman.com.au

Ph 9192 4970  Email reservations@kooljaman.com.au
Kooljaman is proudly owned by the Bardi Communities of Djarindjin and Ardyaloon.

EXPERIENCE  |  EXPLORE  |  CONNECT  |  LEARN  |  PLAY  |   RELAX

Kooljaman
                                    at Cape Leveque
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MY husband and I left 
Busselton for a three-
month holiday to visit 
our family in Port Lincoln 
South Australia.

After a great night rest 
in Mundrabilla caravan 
park, all was going well, 
when an idiot in a hur-
ry and driving at great 
speed and coming in on 
the wrong way (the exit) 
on the dirt driveway to 
the Mundrabilla Road 
House, nearly cleaned us 
up (car and caravan) and 
the poor people in an Ex-
penda behind us. 

My husband had a 
tough job controlling the 
situation and said that it 
was the worst experience 
he ever had in the many 
years of his trucking life.

We always travel with 
our CB on channel 40, 
however before we left 
that morning, we had 
changed to 38, because 
we had been trying to 

reach a friend, who was 
working on the road 
works along that stretch.

A further 18km east 
and we heard this al-
mighty bang and the car 
and vehicle swayed, and 
we nearly went over. The 
person behind us had 
been calling on channel 
40 to tell us that our right 
hand tyre on the van was 
smoking, and apparently 
this was from the time my 
husband put the skids on 
to try to miss the idiot be-
fore, and got worse when 
we restarted our trip.

My husband is 68 in 
the fourth stage of COPD, 
and has severe asthma. 
This was to be our last trip 
across the paddock, after 
waiting for our doctor to 
say “ok you can travel.”  
We had been looking for-
ward to seeing our son 
and his family for so long, 
but this was going to end 
our holiday for sure.  

We and Jimmy (the per-
son behind us) stopped 
to see what could be 

done, but the job was too 
big for us all.

A lady travelling to-
wards Perth, stopped 
and asked if she can do 
something to help, be-
cause there is no phone 
signal out there. She told 
us that she would get to 
the next roadhouse and 
send someone to help. 

However I had vi-
sions of being stuck out 
there for days, though we 
would have been ok, we 
had plenty of food and 
water, but the van was 
not off  the road properly, 
so I was panicking (a) be-
cause of what could hap-
pen and (b) because of 
my husband’s health.

Jimmy reminded me of 
the CB, “ Get on CB and 
start calling and see who 
will answer,” he said. So I 
was calling Peter our road 
works friend on 38, and 
Jim’s wife was on 40 call-
ing truckies. Not that any 
of them replied, much 
less slow down as they 
came past.

A caravan tale of epic proportions – saviours help along the Nullarbor
About an hour later a 

white van arrived heading 
towards Perth, and the 
driver yelled out, “OK, we 
are here to help.” 

My heart just sank and 
I could not believe what 
was happening to us. 
Thanks to Freddie Pots, 
who was on his way to 
see a doctor in Norseman 
because he had injured 
his leg, and his mate. 
They got us going again – 
our saviours; angels from 
heaven. 

I off ered them enough 
money for a few beers 
each, but they refused, 
I just threw my arms 
around them and cried on 
their shoulder.

Now you might say 
why did they start the trip 
if they could not handle 
the repairs, if anything 
happened. Well we could 
have done except the tyre 
jack that we had been 
told was good enough 
to lift the Queen Mary a 
month before at the cost 
of $97, was not able to lift 
a motor bike let alone a 
loaded caravan. And be-
cause of the shock of the 
whole event my husband 
had an asthma attack.

We arrived at Madura 

Pass, and I went in to 
book in for the night and 
told the manager what 
had happened to us 
along the way. He prom-
ised that all will be well, 
because he was going 
to get the service station 
manager on to it, and they 
would  nd us a new tyre, 
and what ever else we 
needed. But we had to 
wait till Sunday morning.

Early Sunday morning I 
get back to the van after 
a shower, and lo and be-
hold the van was leaning 
to the right. The spare tyre 
had gone  at over night, 
when I told my husband 
he came out the van, 
slamming the door shut. 
This locked us out, with 
the van and our car keys 
inside the van.

Thanks to John the 
service station man-
ager and the manager at 
Madura Pass Caravan 
Park, our trip was saved 
once more. Hence we 
got to our family in South 
Australia and had a great 
holiday.

On our way back all 
was well until we got 
to Esperance, tired and 
hungry after seven hours 
of driving and heat, we 

pull into the Esperance 
Caravan Park.

I asked if we could 
have a spot close to the 
ablutions and someplace 
so we did not have to 
unhook the van because 
my husband still had 
problems with his back 
after the  rst episode and 
would have found it hard 
to unhook the van.

Unfortunately they 
would not let us stay if we 
could not unhook so we 
headed to Ravensthorpe 
to stay there.

We started out early in 
the morning thinking we’ll 
be home by 6pm, wrong, 
40km along the track I 
stated hearing this funny 
sound, and this voice 
came over the CB, “driver 
in the Viscount van, you 
better stop, I think you 
blew a tyre.”  

My heart sank once 
again, I knew we had not 
run over any black cats, 
or any of the proverbial 
things that gets blamed 
for mishaps, in years (not 
that we ever did). Sure 
as apples grow on trees, 
we had a  at tyre on the 
left hand side of the van, 
and this was after we had 
taken the van to a tyre 

place in Port Lincoln and 
had three new tyres put 
on to make sure that we 
did not have the problem 
again. But we ended up 
getting home safe.

I share this story with 
readers to remind them 
about checking your van 
as well as you can before 
travelling.  Also be grate-
ful for the road workers 
out there on the track as 
they may be able to as-
sist and help in a situa-
tion. 

And I would like to 
say a massive thanks to 
Freddie Potts, and his 
off sider ( rst episode) 
and  John the service 
station manager and 
park manager at Madura 
Pass and Ben (second 
episode). 

My husband is doing 
 ne and I have once again 
started to believe that 
there are good people in 
this country of ours. 

Oh and I must not for-
get the young guy who 
was woken up early from 
his cosy bed in Madura 
Pass, so he could come 
down and crawl through 
the van window and open 
the door for us. Again, 
thank you.

AUSTRALIANS are trav-
elling overseas in ever-
increasing numbers. 
Whatever your age and 

destination, preparing 
properly and staying in 
good health while travelling 
help to ensure you have an 

policy and asking the right 
questions beforehand is es-
sential.

COTA Insurance spe-
cialises in off ering insur-
ance for travellers over 50. 
When you call COTA you 
will speak to a real person 
from a small, local offi  ce 
right here in Australia. They 
pride themselves in taking 
the time to answer all your 
questions and provide you 
with the information you 
need to decide what travel 
insurance cover is best for 
you. 

They will discuss your 
options so you can decide 
what travel insurance cover 
is best for your individual 
circumstances. COTA travel 
insurance is underwritten 
by underwriters at Lloyd’s, 
the world’s leading insur-
ance market. This provides 
real peace of mind. 

COTA Travel Insurance 
has no age limits and off ers 
an over-the-phone medical 
assessment, which means 
no forms to  ll out and no 
doctor’s visits. The com-
prehensive travel insurance 
policy covers overseas 
medical and hospital ex-
penses (including approved 
medical evacuations) for 
an unlimited dollar amount 
and features no general ex-
cess to pay in the event of 
a claim.

With 24-hour emergency 
assistance, you can relax 
knowing that COTA will 
be by your side, no mat-
ter where in the world you 
travel. 

For an obligation free 
travel insurance quote, call 
1300 1300 50.

Insurance and Member-
ship Services Limited ABN 
59 057 159 743 AR 246235 
trading as COTA Travel In-
surance is an authorised 
representative of Cerberus 
Special Risks Pty Limited 
ABN 81 115 932 173, AFS 
Licence No. 308461. Before 
deciding to purchase the 
product, please read the 
Product Disclosure State-
ment available at www.cota.
com.au. This insurance is 
underwritten by certain un-
derwriters at Lloyd’s.

Travel insurance is a must for safe travelling

Retreat to the Forest in the South West 
Secluded and pet friendly, close to the 

Karri Forest, birdlife, wild owers, marron, trout, 
bushwalking, swimming and history.

Ph: 9777 1196    
Email: chalets@onetreebridge.com.au  

www.onetreebridge.com.au
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enjoyable trip. 
Whether you’re travelling 

in Australia or overseas, on 
the trip of a lifetime or as a 
frequent and experienced 
traveller, the most important 
thing to insure is you.

Unexpected things can 
happen, and people often 
underestimate how much 
a medical emergency can 
cost in a foreign country.

Remember, overseas 
medical costs are NOT cov-
ered by Medicare. 

The Department of For-
eign Aff airs and Trade 
strongly advises all travel-
lers to take out compre-
hensive travel insurance. 
Medical costs overseas can 
be in the tens or even hun-
dreds of thousands of dol-
lars and many families have 
been burdened  nancially 
in paying these costs when 
things go wrong.

Of course we all hope 
we never need to use our 
insurance but if and when 
it does come time to make 
a claim, you don’t want a 
nasty shock if you’re not 
fully covered! 

Understanding your 

Enjoy travelling with peace of mind

WA’s GREAT Outdoors
CARAVANNING • CAMPING • ACCOMMODATION travellinglet’s go 

WINTER IN THE WEST

GOLD PROSPECTING?
What a great idea!

Phone 9250 3388
25B Helen Street, Bellevue

www.reedsprospecting.com.au

Get everything 
you need 
at Reeds
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$80*
 

per night
2 bedroom 
apartment 

($40 per person 
as a couple)

BOOKINGS
1800 096 002
www.kalbarribeachresort.com.au

at KALBARRI BEACH RESORT

*Minimum 3 night stay. Conditions apply. 
Offer valid 01/02/16 to 21/03/16

 Redeem your
TransWA Pensioner 

Annual Free 
Trip Voucher 
for Regional 

Public Transport

Your TransWA 
driver stays 
at this resort 

with you!

AUTUMN SPECIALS
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Join us online:
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THE OLD CONVENT 
DALWALLINU

Ideally located 1km south of Dalwallinu town site 
on 50 acres of beautiful countryside...
The Old Convent has 11 guest rooms available; king 
single, queen or king with shared ablution facilities.
Each room has tea and coff ee facilities, a bar fridge and 
tv. Continental breakfast included (cooked breakfasts 
and evening meals will incur additional charges).
Other facilities; large function room, pool, pool table, 
bar facilities, mini golf course, BBQ area, second hand 
book exchange, *wi  available. 
We also cater for diff erent types of functions.

BOOKINGS 9661 1551
Email admin@theoldconventdalwallinu.com.au
www.theoldconventdalwallinu.com.au
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We are a very neat and 
tidy Holiday Village
located 8km’s South 
from the city centre
• Greenough Rivermouth Walk Trail runs 15kms along 
the river which is a minutes walk from the park • Beach 
is 5 minutes walk • Free bbqs and camp kitchen               
facilities are available • Swimming pool • Tennis courts 
• Volleyball • Basketball hoop • Playground • We have 
a large bird aviary with peaceful surrounds • Offi  ce and 
mini mart open 8.30am to 5.30pm daily • pet friendly
Fully self contained cabin and chalet accommodation

is also available. These have their own ensuites, 
kitchens and all linen is provided.

THESE ARE PRICED FROM $140 PER NIGHT OR A 
DISCOUNTED RATE WILL APPLY IF MORE THAN

3 NIGHTS BOOKED.

4 Hull St, Cape Burnery WA 6532 
8km south of Geraldton
PH 9921 5845  
Email grcp@wn.com.au
www.doublebeach.com.au

Powered 
sites for 
seniors 

$30 p/night or 
$200 p/week

RV FRIENDLY!

Double Beach HOLIDAY 
VILLAGE
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ENJOY MAGNIFICENT SUNSETS

PAY 2 STAY 3 NIGHTS*
• Kalbarri Motor Hotel offers budget style 
  accommodation with ocean views
• Located in the main part of town 
• Close to shops
• Short walk to river and beaches
• Restaurant premises - mouth watering menu, 
   Asian cuisine and gourmet pizza

*Excludes Easter and school holidays 

Ph: 9937 1000
Email: kalbarrihotel@wn.com.au
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by Helen Flanagan, with Michael Osborne

AUSTRALIA’S hottest food and wine destination 
is arguably the Margaret River Region. Forget the 
blink-and-miss-tour, take the slow indulgent route 
and let the taste buds dance on the tongue all the 
way. Seriously. 

From Perth, turn off  the Forrest Highway and me-
ander the wild ower-fringed road to the Margaret 
River region from Busselton to Albany, the 300km 
length of Western Australia’s southwest coast, 
which is bookmarked by the lighthouses of Cape 
Naturaliste to the north, and Cape Leeuwin in the 

south. 
In-between are 40-plus beaches with surf-lashed 

sands and huge swells, national parks, karri for-
ests and oft spooky caves, and a region which has 
successively prospered on timber, cattle and more 
recently world class wine. Add best surf breaks, hik-
ing tracks, golf, water sports and seasonal whale 
watching. Little wonder locals are adamant there 
is no comparable region in Australia. Others say 
it’s two faced. Cheeky perhaps? Well, there is the 
glossy magazine pro le of fancy pants cellar doors, 
multi-course lunches, being seduced by the partic-
ular ‘nose’ of  a chardonnay or cabernet sauvignon 

or a craft beer plus elegant retreats where  ne din-
ing and sumptuous suites are de rigueur. 

Turn the other cheek and head up a dusty bumpy 
track to lurk amongst  season-worshipping small 
batch farmers, biodynamic bakers, sheep’s cheese 
makers, snout-to-ground-pig producers plus small 
wineries where the pick, crush and pour is done by 
hand, by the family. And let’s not forget freshly for-
aged truffl  es even the French are clamouring for.

Where to start? Go In Style with Peter Norris at 
the wheel of his Jaguar Sovereign, with a tea and 
scones stop at quaint Nannup before heading to 
Manjimup for a tour of the 75ha Oak Valley Truffl  e 
Farm, a large contributor to the 85 per cent of Aus-
tralian truffl  e production. English oak and hazelnut 
trees, inoculated with the melanosporum fungus are 
planted alternatively in rows. “We’ve seen an amaz-
ing elevation in truffl  e quality this season,” says an 
elated Fabio Deitos, the Oak Valley truffl  e manager 
who uses trained truffl  e dogs ranging from labra-
dors and kelpies to German short haired pointers to 
detect the ripe Perigord beauties. “Plus there’s been 
a 130 per cent increase in production”. 

Time to whet the appetite and be spoilt for 
choice.  An understatement. 

Vasse Felix was established in 1967 by Dr 
Tom Cullity. Today it’s one of the region’s largest 
producers and is owned by the powerful Holmes 
a Court family. Large sculptures grace the mani-
cured gardens, there’s a chic-looking cellar door 
and a gallery of paintings houses Janet Holmes 
a Court’s private collection. Sitting on the deck 
enjoying a splendid spring day it’s easy to be pla-
cated by chef’s charcuterie plate and a glass of 
cabernet sauvignon.

Since 1971 when Cullen Estate was planted, 
chemical intervention is minimal and the family’s 
concern for the environment paramount. All food 
prepared in the restaurant uses only fresh, bio-
dynamic and organic produce which is sourced 
mainly from its own garden, such as the chardon-
nay honey used on the Kytren goats cheese dish. 
And how about a glass of Kevin John chardonnay 
before a stroll amongst the vines. 

Degustations don’t get much better than at light-
 lled, breezy and view-tiful Wills Domain, where the 
quiet unassuming chef Seth James creates an im-
pressive six or eight course marathon, using only 
the best ingredients. Matching wines are optional. 

For festival a cionados, diarise November’s 
three-day Margaret River Gourmet Escape extrav-
aganza with more than 45 food and wine events 
including indulgent beach barbecues, sumptuous 
forest feasts under the stars, extra-long lunches in 
award-winning wineries plus culinary super-stars 
such as Marco Pierre White and Rick Stein.

Where to stay? The Grand Mercure Basildene 
Manor, classi ed by the National Trust of Australia, 
has sumptuous rooms, delightful breakfasts, and 
delicious afternoon teas featuring home-made 
jams plus beautiful gardens to admire.

Cape Lodge has the feel of a grand country-
house estate. Twenty-two lavish guest suites plus 
a  ve-bedroom private residence are arranged 
across 16ha of parkland, lakes and garden. For-
est Suites, with lake and woodland views, private 
balcony and under oor heating in the bathroom 
have an I-could-easily-live-here quality. Stroll to 
the Cape Dutch-style main lodge for aperitifs in 
the Drawing Room before a decadent dinner in the 
award-winning lakeside restaurant. Savour Marga-
ret River wineries’ back vintages and  ne fare from 
executive chef Michael Elfwing, who champions 
local produce such as Pemberton marron and 
Arkady lamb and also leads farmgate tours and 
cooking classes.

Who doesn’t love sleeping under the stars? Five 
stars of course!

If you go:
www.basildenemanor.com.au
www.vassefelix.com.au 
www.goinstyle.com.au 
www.oakvalleytruffl  es.com.au 
www.cullenwines.co.au 
www.capelodge.com.au 
www.willsdomain.com.au 
www.margaretriver.com 
www.gourmetescape.com.au

Margaret River - rich and famous, bountiful and beautiful

Clockwise from left; Kytren Goats Cheese and Cullen Chardonnay Honey - Basildene Manor and Oak 
Valley Truffl  e Farm

THE UPGRADE of facili-
ties a The Gap and Nat-
ural Bridge in Torndirrup 
National Park on the 
south coast opened last 
month.

The redevelopment 
features two univer-
sally accessible lookout 
structures with con-
necting paths, a picnic 
area, interpretive sig-
nage and a car park.

Visitors can expe-
rience the dramatic 
coastline and spec-
tacular scenery out to 
West Cape Howe from a 
grated see through plat-
form that rises about 40 
metres above the ocean 
and extends 10 metres 
out from the cliff  face 
with four metres directly 
above the ocean.

The Gap and Natural 
Bridge receive more 
than 210,000 visits a 
year and this new devel-
opment which provides 
wonderful views of the 
Great Southern Ocean 
should encourage more 
tourists to visit the area.

New 
lookout is 
open at 
The Gap 

near Albany

CRUISE the Donnelly and Kalgan Rivers along with the Nornalup Inlet. 
This is one of Funseeker Tours most popular tours departing in 

May.  Enjoy a home pick up and return together with twin share or sin-
gle accommodation and wonderful country cooked meals on this  ve-
day extended tour.  

The tour takes in Pemberton, Walpole, Albany, Balingup, Franklin 
River, Mount Barker and Williams.

Fully inclusive of all entries, meals and accommodation, there are 
no hidden extras. Call Sharon today on 1300 660 668 for a full itinerary. 

They look forward to seeing you in May.

Three rivers cruising

Sally Bostwick and family at The Gap

SPORTING PACKAGE 
Staying @ Ledge Point Holiday Park 

(Valid 1/06/16 to 31/08/16)

• Stay 3 nights Sun - Thu on a 10x10m grass powered 
caravan site
• 2 x Vouchers for 9 holes golf at Ledge Point Golf 
Club
• 2 x Vouchers for bowls at Ledge Point Country Club
• Wednesday night dinner at Country Club 
  - buy one meal get second meal half price
• Complimentary glass of wine or beer at Country Club
• Free sausage sizzle @ Camp Kitchen - Tuesday 
Night

$120 per couple or
$100 per couple for groups of 10 or more

For enquiries contact Wayne and Kathryn 
on 9655 2870 or 1300 856 088

Visit www.ledgepointholidaypark.com
Email reservations@lphp.com.au
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Ahoy Buccaneers
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We cater for all, as we have cabins, cottages, glamping tents, caravan/
tents sites and beautiful natural unpowered sites all in bush setting. 

We are two minutes drive to the lake where you can swim, 
enjoy water sports, relax and even camp the night under the stars. 

Come and see us, we look forward to meeting our old and new friends.

147 Invarell Road, Waroona  Ph: 9733 3000
Email: linda@navarino.com.au  www.navarino.com.au

Family Holiday Park 

only 1 hour from Perth
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Limestone Spa cottages with wood res 
overlooking the river valley. 

Trout stocked lakes and river  shing. 
Grass tennis court and 

canoeing. Close to the many
wineries, restaurants and natural                                                                                  

attractions of Pemberton, Manjimup 
and Walpole region.

Contact Paul or Petrina 

9773 1262
info@clover-cottage.com.au

www.clovercottage.net
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Relax at CLOVER COTTAGE
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BUSSELTON BEACH RESORT
LIMITED PURCHASE OFFER

We are making a special offer for 
2 bedroom 1 bathroom Villas. 

NOMINAL COST ($100)
Conditions apply:
• 2 bedroom 1 bathroom WHITE TIME weeks only
• Available from NOW until 30.06 2021
• As an owner you will be responsible for the yearly levy
• Available from week 12 (mid March) to Week 48 (end of November) excluding School Holidays.
• You will be able to use your time in the exchange system (exchange fees apply)
• These weeks cannot be rental pooled
• Current levy 2015/16 is $590 subject to minimal increases each year

A CHANCE TO EXPERIENCE TIMESHARE 
WITHOUT THE SET UP COSTS

For further information 
please contact the resort on 9752 3444
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WINTER RENTAL SPECIAL
June until Sept excluding school holidays

2 bedroom fully self contained villas
3 nights $360 or 7 nights $770

Phone 9752 3444 to make a reservation 
or email bsnbeach@compwest.net.au or

Visit our web page Busselton Beach Resort 
and use Book Now

DUNSBOROUGH Central Motel

Rooms ranging from Standard Motel 
style rooms to our Luxurious Spa Suites.

Located in the town centre. Just a stroll to shops, supermarkets, 
restaurants, cafes and beach. Outdoor pool, heated spa and bbq. 

FREE In-house movies plus WiFi now available.
 Just ask our friendly staff. 

PHONE: 9756 7711
50 Dunn Bay Rd, Dunsborough WA 6281
Email: reservations@dunsboroughmotel.com.au
Web: www.dunsboroughmotel.com.au
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STAY ANY 3 NIGHTS SUNDAY - THURSDAY 
AND RECEIVE 10% OFF*

Including complimentary bottle of wine

LEDGE POINT Holiday Park in conjunc-
tion with the Ledge Point Country Club 
would like to invite your group to experi-
ence the wonderful facilities they have in 
Ledge Point.

Get a group together and come to 
Ledge Point and enjoy a game of golf, 
lawn bowls, darts or any other activity 
that suits your group. Even combine a 
couple of the sporting options.

They can cater to your group’s indi-
vidual needs. Accommodation, sporting 
events and meals can be provided at a 

discounted rate.
The Ledge Point Holiday Park provides 

a range of accommodation including 
cabins, chalets, studio rooms, powered 
caravan sites and camping sites.

Ledge Point is situated 113km north of 
Perth’s CBD on the coast. An easy drive 
along the new Indian Ocean Drive. The 
town boasts beautiful beaches, good 
 shing and a relaxed country town feel.

A fully grassed 9-hole golf course is 
situated next to the Ledge Point Holiday 
Park. This golf course is an amazing fa-
cility and has grassed greens which are 
unique to the region. 

The Ledge Point Country Club is situ-
ated next to the golf course and is open 
every day of the week. 

A la carte dining is available on Friday 
and Saturday nights. At the club people 
can play lawn bowls, darts or just relax 
with a few drinks.

THE four surviving Port 
of Fremantle Harbour 
Masters gathered in the 
Harbour Master’s offi  ce 
recently to celebrate Cap-
tain John (Jack) Adams’ 
100th birthday on 15 
March.

Captain Adams began 
working for the then Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust in 
1949 as a marine pilot. 
He served as Chief Pilot 
(1963-65), Deputy Har-
bour Master (1965-68), 
Harbour Master (1968-72) 

and Divisional Manager - 
Operations (from1972 un-
til retirement in 1976).

Accompanied by his 
wife Lorna, daughter Judy 
Boyne and son Ross Ad-
ams, Capt. Adams was 
pleased to see former 
Harbour Masters Capt. 
Michael Coleman and his 
wife Lyn, and Capt. Eric 
Atkinson. They also met 
current Harbour Master 
Capt. Allan Gray and Dep-
uty Harbour Master Capt. 
Stuart Davey in Freman-
tle Ports’ administration 
building, on Victoria Quay.

After signing the roll 
call of Fremantle Har-
bour Masters that usu-
ally hangs in the Harbour 
Master restaurant at Ry-
dges’ Esplanade Hotel, in 
Fremantle, Capt. Adams 
cut a chocolate birthday 
cake and enjoyed after-
noon tea and the views 
of the harbour from his 
old offi  ce. Capt. Gray pre-
sented him with a copy of 

John Dowson’s book Fre-
mantle Port.

The Fremantle Harbour 
Master is responsible for 
enforcing the regulations 
of the Port of Fremantle to 
ensure the safety, security 
and operation of the port 
and shipping.

The Port of Fremantle 
encompasses Fremantle 
Inner Harbour, and  ve 
bulk facilities in the Outer 
Harbour in Cockburn 
Sound: Kwinana Bulk 
Jetty and Kwinana Bulk 
Terminal (both owned by 
Fremantle Ports), Alcoa 
Alumina Jetty, BP Jetty 
and Co-operative Bulk 
Handling Grain Jetty, and 
383 square kilometres of 
water.

Current Harbour Master 
Capt. Gray also holds the 
position of general man-
ager port operations.

The  rst Port of Fre-
mantle Harbour Master, 
Capt. Mark John Currie, 
was appointed in 1829.

Fremantle Harbour Masters gather for a special
100th birthday celebration

Ledge Point beckons...

Celebrating Capt. Adams’ 100th birthday were        
(from left) Capt. Allan Gray (No.21, 2008 - present), 
Capt. Michael Coleman (seated, No. 18, 1976-86), 

Capt. John (Jack) Adams (No. 16, 1968-72) and Capt. 
Eric Atkinson (No. 20, 1988-2008)

by Mike Roennfeldt

BY the time this is in print 
the 2016 metro salmon 
season should just about 
be over. Having said that, 
the 2015 season didn’t 
end in May as is usu-
ally the case, with fair 
numbers of  sh hanging 
around right through the 
winter months out behind 
Garden Island, Carnac 
and the Mewstone. 

Who knows what will 
happen this year, but with 
the warm inshore water of 
recent years still happen-
ing we may well have the 

same situation again.
I’ve just returned from 

a couple of days down at 
Dunsborough, getting in 
an early season preview 
of what we might expect 
salmon-wise up here in 
Perth this year. It was pret-
ty encouraging, although 
we didn’t fare particularly 
well. You know how it is, 
sometimes you zig when 
you should have zagged 
and we spent a lot of time 
zigging. Big salmon were 
about in good numbers 
and those  sher people 
lucky enough to be out in 
boats were into the thick 

of the action.
Fish that make their 

way up the west coast 
are generally a fair bit big-
ger than those along the 
south coast and this year 
was no exception. Most 
we saw or caught were 
over 5kg and pretty keen 
on having a swipe at a 
passing lure. 

On the few occasions 
when schools came in 
within casting distance of 
shore there were almost 
always several boats 
in attendance, some of 
which made life diffi  cult 
for the unfortunate shore-
bound contingent, plac-
ing themselves between 
the shore and the school. 
We did manage to hook 
up on three  sh though 
and they each performed 
in spectacular fashion in 
the shallows.

What we missed big 
time was a red hot ses-
sion at Bunker Bay  rst 
thing on the  rst morn-
ing we were there, where 
it seemed everybody 
caught  sh before the 
boats turned up. I was 
too busy having a mag-
ni cent breakfast and 
coff ee at my favourite 
Dunsborough cafe, so I 
had no one to blame but 
myself. 

Not helping our cause 

were the prevailing west-
erly winds while we were 
there, which meant most 
of the spots between the 
Capes would have been 
diffi  cult to  sh. It meant 
we weren’t able to get 
in a session at Mitchells 
Rocks between Wyadup 
and Injidup, a place that 
has given me so many 
happy salmon  shing 
memories from past 
years.

Most people lure  sh 
for salmon, although a 
mulie or live bait  shed 
on the bottom or under 
a  oat will do the trick as 
well. Which lure to use 
depends largely on the 
situation. When distance 
casting is important, as 
it often is along Dunsbor-
ough beaches, the best 
option is a metal lure. 
With the 2.7m, 6kg out t I 
use, a 40g Twisty is ideal, 
while heavier lures suit 
bigger out ts.

When the  sh are in 
closer, 120-140 mm shal-
low running minnow style 
lures are the go, while 
surface poppers and 
stickbaits off er the most 
fun when the  sh are 
hungry. I was particularly 
impressed with the cast-
ability and action of the 
new Halco C-gar on this 
trip.

A nice early season salmon from Bunker Bay

Chasing salmon in Dunsborough
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Web: www.targasouthwest.com.au

Quit Targa South West (QTSW) is a 3 day Tarmac Rally of up to 60 classic                   
& modern cars competing over 21 special stages.  Over the past 8 years the 
event has become a  rm favourite on the Southern Forests calendar attracting             
thousands of spectators each year to Manjimup & Pemberton.
Spectating is free and there are many opportunities to see the rally action. People 
can even ride in a rally car in exchange for a donation at the Charity Ride Day 
on Friday.  On the Saturday evening 400 competitors, of cials, service crews,           
volunteers and public then enjoy a buffet meal at the Pemberton Sports Club.
Sunday the action commences early with the rally staying in close proximity to 
Pemberton and culminating with a number of runs through the town centre.  
Sunday afternoon the Pemberton’s main street hosts the podium  nish and trophy 
presentation.
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Email: reception@bayviewmotel.com.au

Esperance Getaway
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Clean, comfortable and affordable
ATTRACTIVE AUTUMN RATES!

Group bookings

31 DEMPSTER ST, ESPERANCE  PH: 9071 1533

Esperance Island View Apartments 
offers self-contained accomm with an 
idyllic beachfront location. Guests enjoy 
free WiFi and on-site parking. 
Apartments include heating, BBQ, fully 
equipped kitchen, oven, microwave, 
private bathroom with hairdryer and 
complimentary toiletries. 

PH: 9072 0044  14-15 The Esplanade, Esperance
Email: admin@esperanceapartments.com.au

For further info visit www.esperanceapartments.com.au
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The Perfect Getaway...
...located near 

Middleton Beach, Albany
Short drive to town centre, 

cafes and shops
1, 2 & 3 Bedroom

self contained apartments
from $99 OFF PEAK per night

19-21 Golf Links Rd, 
Middleton Beach, Albany

www.albanyholidayunits.com.au

PH 9841 7817
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*WINTER SPECIAL
STAY 5 NIGHTS 

PAY FOR 4

*Excludes school and public holidays

Paradise 
Motor Inn

Friendly & Aff ordable

WINTER SPECIALS 
Free continental breakfast 
with every booking
Phone Louisa for details 9752 1200

6 Pries Avenue, Busselton
Email: paradisemotorinn@bigpond.com

www.paradisemotorinn.com.au

*MENTION 
THIS AD!
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Best Western Hospitality Inn Kalgoorlie
560 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
9021 2888 
kalgoorlie@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnkalgoorlie.com.au

Best Western Kalgoorlie

• FREE continental breakfast daily       
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the 
   Katherine Station Restaurant
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some blockout dates apply. 

*ONLY $119 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

l
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Best Western Hospitality Inn Esperance
44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
9071 1999 
esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

Best Western Esperance

• FREE continental breakfast daily
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the Seasons Restaurant
• CENTRAL town location opposite the bay
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some block out dates apply

*ONLY $125 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!
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Quiet, comfy, lovely garden setting. Free Wi .
Fully self-contained well-equipped units. 
Only a 2 min walk to beach and Marina.

COACH PICK-UP AVAILABLE
WEEKLY RATE $600 unit, $700 chalet

LAZY LOBSTER 
Holiday Units/Chalets, 

PORT DENISON/DONGARA

Ph 9927 2177  Email: lazylobster@westnet.com.au
Visit www.lazylobster.net.au
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IN his continuing search for the more weird, wacky and 
wondrous in this world, David Ellis says there’s a park 
bench in Perth’s Queens Gardens that looks like it could be 
any old-style bench in any gardens in any part of the world.

But this one has fame on its side, although not many 
visitors are actually aware, for it has a history that’s both 
equally famous and sad.

Famous because it was the park bench on which Julia 
Roberts and Hugh Grant talked love in the 1999 romantic 
comedy Notting Hill.

And sad because a Perth man subsequently bought the 
bench after the  lm had creamed the box offi  ce, and gave 
it as a birthday gift to his girlfriend – and one day when they 
sat on it, proposed to her.

Unfortunately for him his plea was rebuff ed, the relation-
ship ended and he  nished up with the bench, which he 
decided to give to the Gardens, so that with its history, it 
could be enjoyed by others.

Now considered something of a Gardens treasure it still 
has the words carved onto it from the  lm: ‘For June who 
loved this garden, from Joseph who always sat beside her.’

The donor insisted that despite the value of his gift to the 
Gardens his identity always remain secret, the only clue to 
he and the lady who rejected his hand in marriage being 
‘Rodd & Nicole 2002,’ etched behind the bench’s top rail.

Words and images by 
Dallas Sherringham 
with Michael Osborne

WHILE sitting around 
the camp re recently at 
the beautiful Wellington 
Caves in western NSW, 
the eternal question was 
raised once again.

Which is better for tour-
ing Australia – a caravan 
or a motor home? 

As the sun set over the 
wilderness of the Catom-
bal Ranges and kanga-
roos and wallabies came 
down from the hills to 
feed on the sweet grass 
of the nearby golf course, 
the camping battle of the 
ages was in full swing.

There were two sides 
to the argument roughly 
divided between the griz-
zled, bearded veterans 
who loved their vans and 
those “haughty newcom-
ers”, the swanky motor 
home brigade.

Of course there was 
no perfect answer, but it 
got me thinking about my 
own experiences in Aus-
tralia and overseas.

It all comes down to 
how you plan to travel. 
Will you be spending one 
night in every town, or will 
you stay for a week? Will 
you be simply driving to 
North Queensland and 
parking near a beach for 
the whole winter?

If you plan one night-
ers, the motor home is 
perfect. If you plan longer 
stays, I would go for the 
caravan option.

I had a motor home in 
New Zealand some years 
ago and it was a great 
way to get around. The 
major drawback was the 
amount of time it took to 
get anywhere. The small 
diesel engine was unable 
to go much over 80kph 
and going uphill I was 
passed by joggers head-
ing in the same direction.

A big bonus was the 
fact that the design had 
seatbelts installed in the 
back so you could sit 
around the table and gaze 

out the big rear window 
as New Zealand passed 
you by.

It was annoying hav-
ing to pack everything up 
when you left the camp 
site to drive into town, so 
we made sure we did our 
shopping along the way.

Motor homes are also 
smaller inside than most 
caravans. However this 
allows them to park in a 
normal car space at shop-
ping centres and in towns.

The answer is to sell the 
family home, spend the 
kids’ inheritance and buy 
one of those big rigs that 
have plenty of room inside 
and allow you to tow a car 
behind.

However I’m told the 
fuel bill can be horrendous 
and they are slow to drive 
and hard to park in town.

Another thing you have 
to factor into your camp-
ing trip these days is the 
high price of overnight 
stays in major caravan 
parks. This has grown 
rapidly from $15 a night 
in a powered site to more 
than $50 in some parks. 
If you are on a six-month 
journey, that works out 
at a costing of just under 
$10,000 for camp sites.

One answer is to stay at 
free camp sites or cheap 
council sites such as 
showgrounds.

Free camping is well 

catered for in some ar-
eas of Australia, particu-
larly the Northern Territory. 
However, they normally 
have pit toilets which are 
horrendous and have no 
water supply or electric-
ity. The garbage often sits 
for days before being col-
lected.

Something to also con-
sider is the re-sale value of 
your motor home or cara-
van. Motor homes hold 
their value much better in 
my experience.

 I had friends who 
bought a good second 
hand van in Los Angeles 
for $28,000. They toured 
the USA for six months 
and sold the van for 

$30,000 at the end of their 
trip.

Caravans are economi-
cal if you buy a second 
hand one. I have seen 
excellent vans for around 
$15,000.

However you need rear 
wheel drive and prefer-
ably a 4wd vehicle to 
tow them and this can be 
quite pricey.

Finally, at a camp re 
somewhere in Australia 
tonight the eternal ques-
tion will be asked once 
again. And once again 
there will be as many 
viewpoints as there are 
people. I hope I have 
helped you make up your 
mind.

The eternal question – caravan or motor home to travel around Australia…

Modern motor homes are great for one nighters - Traditional caravan is ideal for longer stays - A luxury motor home with a car towed behind and Australia has thousands of amazing campsites like Myall Lakes

Struth - movie’s park bench a Perth treasure

The park bench from the 1999 romantic comedy, Notting Hill – now a treasure 
at Perth’s Queens Gardens with a history that’s both richly famous and sad. 

(Parks Photography)
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NO PRICE INCREASE: Still $20 per van, 
we do off er special discount for Caravan Clubs. 

BOOKINGS: The Shire offi  ce 9645 2400 or Peter Ricetti 0427 392 407 (a/h)

Quairading is located about 170 kms east of Perth in Western Australia’s wheatbelt.
QUAIRADING ATTRACTIONS: 

Quairading Nature Reserve - 527 hectares of native bushland west of the town along the railway 
line to York. The reserve contains York Gum, Salmon Gum, Wandoo and Casuarina trees, and 

wildlife including the eastern wallaroo, western grey kangaroo, echidnas, reptiles and birds. 
Nookaminnie Rock - a large granite rock, provides a view over the town and surrounding areas. 

Pink lakes - Lies 11 km east of Quairading on the Bruce Rock Road. It is regarded as a 
phenomenon, as certain times in the year one side have a distinctive pink colour whilst the other 

side remains its natural blue. The Toapin Weir -12 kilometres northwest of the town, 
constructed in 1912 to collect rainwater runoff and irrigate the nearby farms.

Cubbine - a homestead 17 kms north of Quairading originally owned by Alexander Forrest.

We would like to welcome you to our 
BRAND NEW Caravan Park in Quairading.

We had our of cial opening on Friday 22 April by Shire President Brian Caporn 
and Mia Davies, local member of The National Party who quoted 

“One of the Best in the Wheatbelt”
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Perfect tours for all occasions
Wine Tours  Sight Seeing Tours  Gourmet Tours

Group & Private charters in Mandurah 
and the South West of W.A.

Personalised tours
Have a relaxing day out exploring the countryside tasting

 some of the regions best wines, beers and food. 
Our personalised tours are  exible and we have a range 

of inclusive venues, activities and options to suit your taste. 
Half day, full day, groups & customised tours.

Drinking and non drinking tours available.
12 & 21 Seater air conditioned busses

Bottled water on tours, esky for perishables 
and plenty of room for purchases on tour. 

Gift vouchers available.

Phone Mandurah Wine Tours & Charters 
for bookings and enquiries on 0427 442 781 

Email: info@mandurahwinetours.com.au
Website: www.mandurahwinetours.com.au
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NORSEMAN
The Gateway to Western Australia

• Nullabor Links Golf Course - the world’s longest golf course
• Tin Camels 

- a tribute to the Camel Trains that carried mail and freight
• Beacon Hill - Enjoy a walk trail and panoramic views of Norseman 
• Phoenix Tailings Dump

- resembles a topless pyramid and contains gold
• Granite Woodlands Discovery Trail - 16 interpretive sites, offers 

opportunities for camping, bushwalking, exploring granite rock 
formations and viewing spring wild owers

• Pack a BBQ picnic and take the 28 km heritage trail to explore 
Dundas Rocks’ huge ancient boulders and rock formations.

• Hyden Rock - enjoy the rock’s walks, surrounding  ora and fauna.
• Bromus Dam - free camping area with bushwalks, lots to explore 

or a great place to have a BBQ or picnic.
• Mt Jimberlana - 5km east of town, offering spectacular views from 

the top with a picnic area at the base.
• Phoenix Park - educational, historical and is close to the town centre
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 Hampton View Homestay B&B/Farm Stay, 
Outback WA Eastern Wheatbelt, near Southern Cross

541 Mckenzie Rd, Mt Hampton 
Ph: 9040 4034 

Email: goodhillp@skymesh.com.au
www.hamptonviewhomestead.com.au
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Huskies and Hounds 
at The Hamptons

The Western Australian Dog Sled Association 
is hosting The HAMPTON HOON at 

Hampton View Homestead, Mount Hampton
16 to 17 July 2016
Come one-come all!

Sled dog racing in the Wheatbelt!

The dry-land 
sled dog 

races 
- has to be 
seen to be 
believed!

YALGOO CARAVAN PARK
Tel: 08 9962 8472  

cpark@yalgoo.wa.gov.au

Start your outback adventure with a stop at 
Yalgoo; a historic town offering  unique 

attractions, abundance of native wildlife 
and proli c seasonal wild owers. Visit the 

fascinating Jokers Tunnel carved through solid 
rock by early prospectors or drive the short 

distance to Paynes Find to see the only working 
Gold Battery left in WA. From late July to 

September carpets of white, cream, yellow and 
pink everlastings  ll the timeless landscape.  
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DOUBLE, TWIN & FAMILY ROOMS
PENSION RATE ON SITES

PET FRIENDLY        DUMP POINT

YALGOO

by John Newton with 
Michael Osborne

NOT LONG ago, you 
could jump aboard the 
Indian Paci c from Syd-
ney to Perth for a lot less 
than the cost of  ying 
economy across the 
continent. But it’s a dif-
ferent story today with 
one of the world’s great 

railway journeys out-
pricing the trip by air.

It’s simple really. The 
train journey these days 
is a four day/three night 
adventure in either Plati-
num or Gold Service 
class with all gourmet 
meals, selected compli-
mentary drinks and ex-
cursions included in the 
price - which is around 

the same as staying at 
a  ve-star city hotel with 
meals and a few top 
drops.

But price aside, it’s 
the glorious Australian 
landscapes – from the 
lushness of the Blue 
Mountains to the vast 
wilderness of the Nullar-
bor Plain – that you can’t 
see from 35,000 feet up 
above the clouds.

For a train pulling as 
many as 32 carriages 
with an average length 
of 774 metres, the Indian 
Paci c team at Sydney 
Central Station make 
the boarding process 
appear like a simple 
operation, despite hav-
ing to load the heavy 
suitcases of most pas-
sengers onto a separate 
carriage.

And it’s not surprising 

that the train – resplen-
dent with its wedge-tail 
eagle symbol on the side 
of each carriage - slowly 
heaves its way out of 
Sydney’s Central Sta-
tion, picking up speed 
in the mid-afternoon sun 
as it heads west on the 
long-haul journey – a 
whopping 4352 kilome-
tres (2704 miles) to the 
sun-drenched  shores 
of the West Australian 
capital. 

It seems like Sydney’s 
urban sprawl will never 
end before the train be-
gins its huff  and puff  
up towards the tower-
ing majesty of the Blue 
Mountains, where the 
blue haze covering the 
valleys contrasts with 
the famous sandstone 
escarpments. By dusk, 
the train is on the straight 

and narrow again with 
the two locomotives 
stepping up the pace to 
the maximum 115 km/
hr (average 85 km/hr) - 
clickety clacking across 
the rolling green hillsides 
of the Flinders Ranges

They even serve the 
‘upper classes’ with an 
early morning cup of 
tea every day. This was 
a much-needed pick-
up after the  rst night 
aboard, particularly as 
were up just after dawn 
to trudge around the 
so-called Silver City of 
Broken Hill, where the 
golden days of its rich 
lead-zinc ore deposit 
have seemingly fallen in 
a hole.

Back on track, Ade-
laide beckons in another 
seven hours and time 
to stretch the legs for 
an extended stay when 
Platinum and Gold Ser-
vice passengers can 
opt for a tour of the fast-
growing South Austra-
lian capital or a coach 
trip for a Shiraz or two 
in the Barossa Valley, 
topped off  with a succu-
lent roast lamb dinner at 
the farm shop of celeb-
rity chef Maggie Beers 
- a delightful end to an 
indulgent half-day quaff -
ing some of Australia’s 
premium wines.

No sooner had we 
hit the unusually green 
Nullarbor than wedge-
tail eagles began to 
hover above in search of 
some tasty morsel. Rab-
bits and reptiles - and 
perhaps a hairy-nosed 
wombat – would be on 
the menu list for Austra-
lia’s largest bird of prey 
with its massive two-
metre wingspan. One of 
Australia’s largest popu-
lation of these wombats 
live on the Nullarbor, as 
do more than 80 reptile 
species and more than 
200 bird species.  

Derived from Latin 
meaning ‘no trees’ - the 
Nullarbor was not living 
up to its name as min-
iature trees had burst 
into life as we zipped 
along the world’s longest 
straight railway stretch 
covering 478 kilometres 
between Ooldea and 
Loongana, with human 
habitation non-existent 
apart from two couples 
living at Cook, where we 
clambered off  while the 
train was topped up with 
fuel and water. 

There’s still another 
1520 plus kilometres to 
go as the replenished 
train set off  for the last 
stop before Perth. This 
time it’s in the evening 
glow of the moon at 

Rawlinna, a railway sid-
ing next to and named 
after Australia’s largest 
sheep station. Eager - 
and hungry – passengers 
are met by lanterns and 
log  res (it does get cool 
after dark on the Nullar-
bor) as they mix for a slap 
up roast dinner on trestle 
tables laid out as far as 
the eye can see along the 
side of the train. It was an 
idyllic scene under the 
stars that will live in the 
memory of hundreds of 
people travelling on the 
weekly Sydney-Perth In-
dian Paci c run.

The gold mining city 
of Kalgoorlie passed 
by in the middle of the 
night with just a matter of 
hours before the Indian 
Ocean was a continent 
away from its Paci c 
counterpart.

After an epic, eye-
opening journey – with 
many amusing moments 
(and few dull ones) - the 
Indian Paci c  nally 
rolled into East Perth Sta-
tion 65 hours after it left 
Sydney Central.

For Sydney-Perth 
and Perth-Sydney time-
tables and prices on the 
Indian Paci c -  go to: 
www.greatsouthernrail.
com.au   

The author travelled as 
a guest of GSR

Travelling by train...from the lushness of the Blue Mountains to the 
vast wilderness of the Nullarbor Plain
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WINTER IN THE WEST
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Seniors Recreation Council of WA

Phone 9492 9771
www.srcwa.asn.au
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Have a Go Day
a LiveLighter Event

9 November 2016

The Indian Paci c - The dining car
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$29.95 for 12 months or $59 for 24 months, covers postage and packaging 
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to:
‘Subscriptions’ Have a Go News, PO Box 1042, West Leederville WA 6901 
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Experience Rest Relax

SENIORS DISCOUNT - $130 per room including full buffet breakfast

Quality Inn Railway Motel & Function Centre
Opposite the railway station - 5min walk to Hannan Street

51 Forrest St, Kalgoorlie  Freecall 1800 055 249
E: reception@railwaymotel.com.au

www.railwaymotel.com.au  www.choicehotels.com.au

Eat Play Explore

by Jeanette Woolerton

“IMPERFECTION is beau-
ty, madness is genius and 
it’s better to be absolutely 
ridiculous than absolutely 
boring” – Marilyn Monroe

A CHILD by the name 
of Norma Jean Baker was 

born into this world on 1 
June, 1926.

Over the years and 
despite incredible odds, 
Norma Jean transformed 
herself into the iconic and 
unforgettable screen icon, 
Marilyn Monroe.

Since her untimely 
death on 5 August, 1962, 
Marilyn has become one 
of the most celebrated 
and enigmatic  lm stars in 
history.

In celebration of her life, 
The Bendigo Art Gallery 
brings together authen-
tic artefacts, clothing and 
other objects belonging 
to (or worn by) Marilyn in a 
breathtaking exhibition. 

The exhibition, which 
runs until the 10 July, dis-
plays more than twenty 
original costumes from 
some of Marilyn’s great-
est  lms (such as Gentle-
men Prefer Blondes, How 
to Marry a Millionaire and 
Love Nest) which fea-
ture alongside numerous 
dresses and accessories 
from Marilyn’s personal 
wardrobe. 

This exceptional col-
laboration with Twentieth 
Century Fox allowed un-
precedented access to 
twelve of the  lms that 
Marilyn completed with 
the studio.

Curated by Bendigo 
Art Gallery, the costumes, 
personal clothing and ar-
tefacts have been drawn 
from private collections 
around the world and this 
is the  rst exhibit of its kind 
to take place  in Australia.

To complement the ex-
hibition, Bendigo Art Gal-
lery has secured Seward 
Johnson’s eight metre 
high sculpture of Marilyn 
Monroe, Forever Marilyn. 
The sculpture has been 

seen in Chicago and Palm 
Springs, USA, and makes 
its international debut in 
Bendigo as an integral part 
of the exhibition.

Tickets are currently on 
sale through the Bendigo 
Art Gallery website and are 
priced $25 for Adults and 
$20 for Concession Card 
holders (include seniors, 
Health Care Card holders, 
pensioners and full time 
tertiary students). 

Gallery Members (Ben-
digo Art Gallery and PGAV) 
pay the discounted price 
of $16 and children aged 
5 to 18 years are $12. Chil-
dren under 5 are free and 
do not require a ticket. A 
family ticket of 2 adults and 
2 children is priced at $60. 

For group bookings 
contact box offi  ce on (03) 
5434 6100. An exhibition 
catalogue, priced at $35, 
can also be purchased 
online or from the gallery 
shop.

For more information 
about the exhibition, ticket-
ing and what’s on in Bendi-
go, visit: www.bendigoart-
gallery.com.au/Exhibitions/
Current_Exhibitions/Ben-
digo_Art_Gallery_and_
Twentieth_Century_Fox_
present_Marilyn_Monroe

Bendigo is about 150km 
north-west of Melbourne 
or 90 minutes by car or Vic 
Rail. 

Book now and celebrate 
Marilyn’s birthday with the 
respect and reverence that 
this remarkable woman 
deserves. 

Bendigo celebrates Marilyn Monroe

Above; Marilyn Monroe 
and Jeanette Woolerton
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