
Have a Go News' travel liftout
...for the mature traveller

travelling
let’s go travelling

Bob and Carol Simpkins love to go off the beaten track when they travel. This month they share with readers their four-month adventure throughout South America. 
See page 25 for the full story.

WA's Great Outdoors • Transatlantic History • Rediscover the North West
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f u l l y  e s c o r t e d  t o u r s  t o  w o r l d  c l a s s  d e s t i n a t i o n s

Escorted Tour CollectionTHE HOLIDAYPLANET GROUP
P R O U D L Y  P R E S E N T  T h e i r  E x c l u s i v e

The Ghan Expedition with Darwin & Adelaide
Sightseeing Tour

31 July 2017 – 8 Days

DEAL ID

GHEX17
DEAL IDp l e a s e  c a l l  f o r  a

d a y  b y  d a y  i t i n e r a r y

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• One way airfare from Perth to Darwin
• 2 nights at the 5 star Hilton 

Darwin with breakfast
• 3 nights onboard Ghan from Darwin 

to Adelaide in a Gold Service Cabin
• All-inclusive dining in the 

Queen Adelaide Restaurant
• All-inclusive Australian wines, 

beers, base spirits on train

• 2 nights at the 5 star Stamford Plaza 
Hotel Adelaide including breakfast

• One way airfare from Adelaide to Perth
• All transfers as required in 

Darwin & Adelaide
• Holiday Planet Tour Escort
• Local Guides when Sightseeing
• Exclusive Holiday Planet Ticket Wallet
• Exclusive Holiday Planet Luggage Strap

SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES:
• 3 course dinner and drinks at Pee 

Wee’s at the Point restaurant Darwin

• 5 hours Darwin City Highlights Tour 
• City Highlights Tour of Adelaide

Earlybird 
Offer

NORMAL PRICE 
from

$5699
EARLYBIRD PRICE 

from

$5499*

EARLY BOOKING 
DISCOUNT! 

SAVE $200PP
MUST BOOK BY

FRIDAY 21 APRIL

is a Division of The Holidayplanet Group 
serving West Australian’s for over 15 years

WE ARE AVAILABLE:  
        BY PHONE: 7 Days a week on 1300 789 567;         PERSONAL VISIT: Mon-Fri: 299 Vincent Street Leederville;
        ONLINE: Seniorsplanet.com.au or         EMAIL: haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

Prices Correct as at 4 April. Early booking discount valid for new bookings only, and must be booked by Friday 21 April. Not combinable with any other discount or promotion. Prices are per person, twin share. Off ers available for limited time only 
or unless sold out. Promotion can be withdrawn at any stage. Hotels and inclusions are subject to change. An alternative hotel or inclusion may be off ered if the advertised inclusions are changed. Payment by credit/ debit card will incur a fee. 
Conditions apply. For more information please call one of our consultants. AFTA 03350. ATAS A11328.

HAGN#301-047347
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The travel industry and readers are welcome 
to contact the travel editor: Ph 9227 8283  

Email: jen@haveagonews.com.au

Top; Glamping in 
Margaret River

Left; Jennifer Merigan

Fully accommodated tours - Air con vehicles - most meals
Call 1300 662 026 Email aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au

HAGN#301-047017

DAY TOURS
Fairbridge Festival                               23 April
Christmas in July                                                   9 July
Hotham Valley Train Tour                                23 July
Moore River - Pinnacles                             6 August
Northern Wild owers                           20 August
Seniors $90pp, Adults $95pp inc morning tea & lunch 
EXTENDED TOURS
Gibb River - Bungle Bungles 10-23 June, 14 days, 
Seniors $4900pp  Adults $4950pp  S/Supp $980
Alice to the Top End 9-20 July, 12 days 
Seniors $4320, Adults $4279 S/Supp $770
Kimberley Dreaming 23 - 31 July, 9 days, 
Seniors $3600pp  Adults $3650pp  S/Supp $560
Mt Augustus - Karijini - At Wild ower Time 
14 - 23 August, 10 days, 
Seniors $2825pp  Adults $2875pp  S/Supp $650
Wave Rock - Balingup Medieval Festival 26-27 Aug, 
2 days, Seniors $445pp  Adults $495pp  S/Supp $70

Get a quoteinsureandgo.com.au
P:1300 550 396
Promo code: haveaGo10
10% off travel insurance!

Unlimited overseas
medical expenses

Most existing medical 
conditions covered

Cover up to 100 
years of age
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HAGN#301-047448

AS THE weather cools in 
Perth many of our grey 
nomads are preparing to 
head to warmer climes 
and it’s timely that we 
have some good infor-
mation for travellers to 
the north west.

For those who love 
their pets and don’t want 
to travel without them, 
we have a great feature 
highlighting pet friendly 
accommodations.

 ★★★
Glamping is becom-

ing popular in WA and 
Have a Go News’ admin 
lady Lisa McMahon re-
cently spent a weekend 
glamping in Margaret 
River.

She said it was per-
fect for those who 
wanted to have a go at 
camping but not buy all 
the equipment or have 
to set it up.

She and a group of six 
friends went on a hens 
weekend staying at 
Wharncliff e Mill Eco Re-
treat on Carters Road.

Lisa said that when 
they arrived their canvas 
bell tent was completely 
set up with beds made, 
heaters, lights, little 
touches like sheepskins 
and extra blankets, out-
door chairs and tables 

and they paid a little 
extra for a kitchen and 
pantry supplies box.

She said it was a great 
experience with every-
thing really well styled in 
the tent, very comfort-
able beds and the loca-
tion which was a couple 
of kilometres out of Mar-
garet River was pretty 
and peaceful.

It cost her about $60 
per night and she said 
for someone who hasn’t 
camped before it was 
a very comfortable and 
enjoyable experience.

The girls booked 
through Wild Goose 
Camping which set up 
the glamping experi-
ence at any destination.

 ★★★
Some trivia came 

across my desk the oth-
er day from my journal-
ist extraordinaire Frank 
Smith…

He said he pities 
the poor Germans as 
they could be forgiven 
for having a confused 
identity. They call them-
selves Deutsche, we call 
them Germans with its 
hint of lack of hygiene, 
the Spanish Alemá, the 
Danes Tysk, the French 
say Les Allemands 
when being polite, the 

Italians i Tedesci and the 
Poles Niemiecki which 
can be loosely trans-
lated as ‘without brains’. 

Maybe Donald Trump 
had read this when he 
decided not to shake 
Angela Merkel’s hand 
on her recent visit to the 
US.

 ★★★
Many parts of the 

state are much greener 
and there are many 
more active rivers and 
waterfalls due to the 
substantial rains over 
summer. If you’re head-
ing north or east send us 
a photo or publish one 
to our Facebook page.

If you have a travel 
issue, enquiry or would 
like to share some infor-
mation, don’t hesitate to 
contact me on the email 
below. If you’re a face-
booker than like Have a 
Go News at www.face 
book.com/Haveagone 
ws.

Happy trails 

Jennifer Merigan 
Travel Editor

IMAGINE travelling on the iconic Gibb River Road, or 
walking through the towering Bungle Bungle Range, 
or even marvelling at the ancient boabs that dot the 
Kimberley.  

For people who want to do this, Aussie Redback 
Tours have three amazing tours to the Kimberley this 
year to experience the beauty and grandeur of the 
area, with its mind-blowing scenery and its powerful 
presence.

Their 14 day Gibb River – Bungle Bungles tour, which 
leaves on the 10 June takes guests to places they’ve 
only dreamt about, such as Bells Gorge (pictured), 
Galvins Gorge, the unbelievable Cockburn Ranges, 
El Questro, Cambridge Gulf, Cathedral Gorge (in the 
Bungle Bungles), and Hidden Valley, just to name a 
few. They make sure guests enjoy each spot and have 
time to immerse themselves in one of the world’s most 
pristine untouched landscapes in the world.  

Their nine-day Kimberley Dreaming tour, departing 
on the 23 July takes guests to Kununurra, Tunnel Creek, 
Lake Argyle, Keep National Park, El Questro, Windjana 
Gorge, China Wall, Geikie Gorge and more.  This tour 
would suit those wanting just a taste of the Kimberley 
but be warned, it will leave people wanting more.

Their 11-day Kimberley Landscapes Art Tour de-
parts on the 27 May and has been tailored for artists 
and photographers to spend extra time in diff erent lo-
cations to really capture the spirit of the Kimberley on 
paper and canvas.  Well-known Australian artist, Greg 
Allen, will be the tutor for this tour.

This year the Kimberley experienced an above-
average wet season which means visitors should be 
treated to some of the most colourful scenery the area 
has ever seen. For those who have wanted to travel to 
the Kimberley, now is the time. All of the tours include 
the opportunity to  y by helicopter or  xed wing over 
these popular attractions. All tours include motel and 
cabin accommodation,  ights, most attractions and 
most meals.

Contact Aussie Redback Tours on 1300 662 026 or 
aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au for a detailed itin-
erary or for more information.

Discovering Gibb 
River, the Bungles 
and the Kimberley

EAST COAST 
EXPLORER

8 NIGHTS
DEPARTS 15 APRIL

Air travel, Perth to Adelaide • 2 nights accommodation in Adelaide  • One way 
rail travel on The Overland, Adelaide to Melbourne • 2 nights accommodation 
in Melbourne • 2 night cruise on the Golden Princess - Melbourne to Sydney 
(Includes: meals and entertainment) • 2 nights accommodation in Sydney • 
One way economy airfare - Sydney to Perth
INSIDE FROM $1620* per person twin share
(Cabin upgrades available additional cost)

Conditions apply, subject to availability, correct at the time of printing. All sale fares require full payment on booking.

www.australianholidaycentre.com.au   
email: perth@australianholidaycentre.com.au  

GOLD $4170 per person twin share
PLATINUM $6180 per person twin share

BOOK NOW 1300 799 342

3 CITIES & 3 TRAINS

Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Perth to Sydney in Gold Service cabin,                                                                                                                                       
includes meals, drinks and off train experiences • 3 nts in Sydney                                
• Sydney Harbour Story Cruise • Rail travel on the XPT, Day Service Sydney 
to Melbourne • 3 nights in Melbourne • City tour and river cruise • Rail travel 
on the Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nights in Adelaide • Adelaide 
City Sights Tour • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

ACROSS THE 
BIGHT 
RAIL & SAIL

8 NIGHTS 
DEPARTS 4 MARCH

Rail travel, Perth to Adelaide in Gold Service inc meals, drinks and 
off train experiences (Single cabins only) • 1 night accommodation in                        
Adelaide • Join your Astor 5 night cruise from Adelaide to Fremantle           
(inside cabin) port visit at Albany inc meals and entertainment.

ON SALE FROM ONLY $2499 INSIDE  pp twin share
ON SALE FROM ONLY $2630 OUTSIDE pp twin share

AROUND 
AUSTRALIA 
BY RAIL

18 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH ON TUESDAYS

Air travel, Perth to Broome • 3 nts in Broome • Town Tour • Air travel, Broome to Darwin 
• 2 nts Darwin • City Tour • Air travel, Darwin to Cairns • 3 nts in Cairns • Rail travel on 
the Spirit of Queensland, Cairns to Brisbane (Rail Bed) inc meals • 1 nt Brisbane • Rail 
travel on the XPT, Brisbane to Sydney • 2 nts Sydney • City Tour • Rail travel on the XPT, 
Sydney to Melbourne (First Class Seat) • 2 nts Melbourne • City Tour • Rail travel on the 
Overland, Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nts Adelaide • City Tour • Rail travel on the Indian 
Paci c, Adelaide to Perth in Gold Service inc meals, drinks and off train experiences. 
GOLD $5920 per person twin share
PLATINUM $7730 per person twin share 

TALE OF 
3 CITIES
SAIL & RAIL

11 NIGHTS 
DEPARTS 26 NOVEMBER

Air travel, Perth to Sydney • 2 nights accommodation in Sydney • 3 
night cruise on Golden Princess - Sydney to Melbourne (Includes: 
meals and entertainment) • 4 nights accommodation in Melbourne • 
One way rail journey on the Overland Melbourne to Adelaide • 2 nights                                    
accommodation in Adelaide • Air travel, Adelaide to Perth

HAGN#052/299

INSIDE FROM $1859* per person twin share
(cabin upgardes available additional cost)

THE BEST 
OF SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA

11 NIGHTS
SET DEPARTURES

Air travel, Perth to Adelaide • 5 nights accommodation in Adelaide • City 
Tour • Barossa & Hahndorf Tour • 2 day Kangaroo Island Tour including 1 
night accommodation • 3 night Murray River Cruise inc: transfers and all 
meals on-board • Rail travel on the Indian Paci c, Adelaide to Perth in Gold 
Service includes meals, drinks and off train experiences.

ON SALE FROM $3999 per person twin share

11 NIGHTS
DEPARTS PERTH 

ON SUNDAYS

HAGN#301-047038

DDE

Adelaide in Gold Service inc

A
SS

CHRISTMAS IN JULY 
CRUISES ONBOARD 

THE MURRAY 
PRINCESS AVAILABLE

NEW ASTOR 
PACKAGE

i
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INFORMATION SESSIONS:
19 April, 11.30am-1.30pm Sunbreakers Mandurah
    110 Mandurah Terrace, Mandurah
22 April, 2.30pm-4.30pm Mandurah Travel & Cruise of ce
    3/12 Sutton Street, Mandurah
RSVP/bookings essential:  Phone 9581 5944 or email 
    info@mandurahtravelandcruise.com.au

Join Mandurah Travel & Cruise / Travel with Me along with their industry partners 
and  nd out about some of the amazing river cruises now on off er from around 
the world.
If you are a solo traveller then be sure to join the Travel with Me Solo Traveller   
meetup group held prior to the information sessions.

HAGN#301-047507

Interested in a RIVER CRUISE?
Discover river cruising in Europe, America, Asia, 

South America, India, Africa and Australia

GREAT DEALS 
AND 

BONUSES 
will be off ered on the day

www.gowesttours.com.au.com.au Ph: 9791 4143

Discover the magic 
of gold on Go West’s 
Gold Mine Experience 
Tour of Newmont 
Boddington Gold, 
one of Australia’s 
largest producing 
mines.

   Visit the giant pit

   Watch ore processing

   Pan for gold

A comfortable day tour   
just 130km from Perth.

Tour Prices from Perth
Children (8 to 17): $ 44.00
Adults (18+): $ 60.00
Seniors: $ 54.00

What to Wear
•  Covered shoes (not sandals 

or thongs)
• Long sleeved cotton shirt
• Long cotton pants
• Camera

Safety Equipment
You will be issued with Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE)

HAGN#301-047233

1800 586 868 | info@visitkununurra.com

Start your 
Kimberley 
adventure 
with us.
visitkununurra.com

HAGN#301-047093

KEN PEACHEY 
CARAVAN REPAIRS

194 Campbell Street, BELMONT
Phone: AVRIL, MIKE, JASON DAVIES

9277 1381  Fax: 9277 8528 
Email: info@kenpeachey.com

• Specialists in all types of caravan  
  repairs and alterations
• Insurance claims
• Jayco warranty
• Canvas, vinyl work

HAGN#301-047483   MRB1167

Quiet, comfy, lovely garden setting. Free Wi .
Fully self-contained well-equipped units. 
Only a 2 min walk to beach and Marina.

COACH PICK-UP AVAILABLE
WEEKLY RATE $600 unit, $700 chalet

LAZY LOBSTER 
Holiday Units/Chalets, 

PORT DENISON/DONGARA

Ph 9927 2177  Email: lazylobster@westnet.com.au
Visit www.lazylobster.net.au
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by Josephine Allison

INTREPID travellers Bob 
and Carol Simpkins of 
Pinjarra like to go off  
the beaten track when 
it comes to seeing other 
parts of the world. Not for 
them tourist buses and 
 rst class hotels; they like 
to sample the local cul-
ture  rsthand and are not 
adverse to roughing it.

The couple returned 
home last December 
after a memorable four-
month trip to South 
America where they 
climbed lots of moun-
tains, saw wondrous wa-
terfalls and wildlife and  
took a 40-day Drago-
man Overland truck tour. 
Bob even survived being 
locked up in a chocolate 
factory in Ecuador.

To prepare for the trip 
the  t 65-year-olds, who 
have two adult children, 
undertook two years of 
training – three days a 
week at their local gym 
and 10km to 16km walks 
around Pinjarra, the Man-
durah beach front, walk-
ing trails and parts of the 
Bibbulmun Track.

The Simpkins want 
other people to know 
that people of their age 
group can do such travel, 
as long as they are  t 
and ready for anything. 
As backpackers in their 
youth, they were pre-
pared for any problem 

and adapted well to diffi  -
cult terrains and cultures.

They  rst went to 
Santiago, taking a cable 
car to the top of the hill, 
Cerro San Cristobal, for 
a view over the city and 
the snow-capped moun-
tains. They then headed 
to Valparaiso, Chile’s 
political capital famous 
for its street art and 
where Augusto Pinochet 
launched his coup d’état 
in 1973 and later visited 
Arica at the extreme top 
of Chile on the edge of 
the Atacama Desert.

Bob said: “We decided 
to visit South America 
several years previously 
when we met a man the 
same age as us from 
Mandurah in Rwanda 
while looking at the go-
rillas and he inspired us. 
We set ourselves some 
goals to be physically  t 
to do the Machu Picchu 
four-day trail which is a 
real slog at high altitude. 
We joined an overland 
truck in Bolivia for 40 
days and went down up 
to the border with Peru to 
Lake Titicaca.

“From there we 
crossed into Peru and 
headed to Cusco where 
a political protest meant 
people were block-
ing roads and we had 
to make long detours. 
We did a four-day hike 
over passes, the worst 
is Deadwoman’s Pass 

Much travelled Pinjarra couple enjoy big adventure to South America  

at 4200 metres; the sec-
ond pass is around 4000 
metres. It’s pretty tough 
going.

“The truck had 13 peo-
ple on board and we were 
the only two doing the 
classic Inca trail, along 
with four other people 
from Britain and Brazil 
who joined us on it. The 
British man was a pole 
dancer and ultra mara-
thon runner and extreme-
ly  t, the Brazilian girl was 
in the army. Only 500 
people are allowed on the 
trail on any one day, 200 
hikers with the remainder 
porters and guides.

“The porters go on 
ahead and set up tents 
and a three-course lunch, 
then they run on again 

to set up tents for the 
night. On our last day we 
were up at 3am to see 
Sun Gate where the sun 
shines through a certain 
archway and lights up the 
whole of Machu Picchu 
below.”

The  nal section of the 
trek is known as the grin-
go killer which is straight 
up and aptly named, ac-
cording to Bob. 

“You go hand and foot 
up but we survived it. We 
were slower than some 
others but there is a lot of 
camaraderie on the trail.”

The couple visited the 
Colca Canyon, a river 
canyon in southern Peru 
to view the condors, wak-
ing early to see the birds 
with three-metre wing 
spans soar out of the 
canyons. They also saw 
the World Heritage listed 
Nazca Lines ancient geo-
glyphs in the Nazca Des-
ert which can only be fully 
appreciated from the air.

They stayed at a home-
stay at Raqchi where 
they had a special home-
cooked meal by a local 
woman. 

“There are 3000 diff er-
ent types of potatoes in 
Peru and we had three 
or four diff erent ones with 

each meal,” Bob said. 
Bob’s brush with the 

chocolate factory hap-
pened in the small town 
of Salinas in Chile. The 
couple had a coff ee and 
then headed down the 
valley but Bob’s stomach 
started playing up so he 
headed back to the fac-
tory to use the toilet.

“When I came out it was 
siesta time and everyone 
had left not knowing I 
was locked inside. Carol 
realised my predicament 
when she heard the front 
door being rattled from 
the inside. I was  nally 
set free by the manager 
about an hour later.”

The couple visited 
Iguazu Falls (regarded 
as the best in the world) 
on the border of Brazil 
and Argentina. They  ew 
to Buenos Aires for  ve 
days and then to Ush-
uaia – which has the most 

southerly post offi  ce in 
the world – to join a 10-
day Tucan overland trip to 
Patagonia travelling in a 
truck to see the Torres del 
Paine national park. 

As Carol says: “its 
turquoise lakes, snow-
capped mountains and 
glaciers are breathtaking.  
It can cost up to $500 
(US) per person a night in 
hotels so we enjoyed the 
delights of camping and 
the beautiful views.”

Undeterred by previ-
ous reports of mishaps, 
the couple boarded a 
cargo ferry in Puerto Na-
tales to see the Chilean 
fjords.  The boat had 
basic cabins and cafe-
teria-style food but the 
couple said the trip was 
well worthwhile, with a 
naturalist on board giving 
daily talks.

“We crisscrossed 
through the stunning 

Lake District between 
Argentina and Chile. Our 
trip was ending at Men-
doza further north in Ar-
gentina,” Carol said. “We 
had a few days to try 
the wines and beautiful 
steaks. Then we crossed 
back into Chile through 
the spectacular snowy 
peaks of the Andes, and 
returned to Santiago and 
our  ight back home.”

Are they resting up for 
now? Travel to South-
East Asia is being planned 
and maybe a big trip next 
year.

Bob and Carol Simp-
kins will speak about their 
South American trip at 
the U3A (University of the 
Third Age) in Mandurah 
from 1.30pm-3.30pm on 
Thursday 1 June. Cost: 
members $2, visitors $3. 
Program available online 
at u3amandurah.org.au/
program/ 

Clockwise from top left; Magellanic Penguins -Tribute to the fallen Argentinians in 
the Malvine or Falklands war - pretty ice cream shop - Perito Moreno Glacier with 

tourist boat - San Martin’s lake, town at far right
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GROUP TOURS
Great discounted prices for groups to suit all budgets.  
Over 80 tours to choose from, you just enjoy the day! 
Pick up from your chosen loca� on. Phone or email for 

your free group tours brochure.
Coach charter also available

2017 Brochure Extended Tours
• El Caballo Resort & Show
• Christmas in July Mystery
• Redgum Village & Boshack
• Cambinata & Mary’s Co� ages
• Kulin Races & Katanning Lodge
• Christmas at Esperance
• New Years at Avalon Homestead

Off ering a range of day and extended tours for both groups and 
individuals, Wannadoo Tours takes care of all your touring needs.

Let’s enjoy the journey together!

1300 146 757
wannadoo@westnet.com.au  www.wannadootours.com

Coach tours for the mature traveller

NEW group tours 
brochure available soon!

Plus a huge 

range of 

day tours!

Complimentary 
home transfers 
on all extended 
tours!

HAGN#301-047323

We provide a free booking service for Great Southern Rail, 
accommodation, car hire, tours and much more.

FREECALL 1800 812 808

Western Australian Visitor Centre  
55 William Street, Perth   

SENIORS BREAKS

Lic No 9TA 1364  HAGN#301-047433

4 Day 3 Night Kalbarri Fiesta

*Please note that this is not a guided package tour. It is independent travel on either TransWA or self drive.

Call 1800 812 808 for a free copy 
of the Senior Breaks brochure

$285
solo traveller

$142.50pp 
twin share

Kalbarri Beach Resort

$375
solo traveller

$199.50pp 
twin share

Best Western Kalbarri Edge Resort
 Price includes breakfast, transfers and transport 

to Rainbow Jungle

Where the ancient outback meets white sand beaches, Kalbarri is the ultimate oceanside           
adventure playground. On its doorstep, over 183,000 hectares of national park beckon you 
to explore spectacular 400 million year old gorges, dramatic coastal rock formation and a                  
kaleidoscope of spring wild owers. Being warm and sunny for most of the year, and only six 
and half hour drive north of Perth, Kalbarri is popular spot to relax and spend a few days. 
Use your pension free voucher on the Transwa bus!

by Jeanette Woolerton 

MELBOURNE Interna-
tional Comedy Festival is 
in full swing this month, 
so be prepared for some 

hearty belly laughs,
From the 29 March to 

the 23 April, the Victo-
rian capital city is arguably 
proud to be the laughing 
stock of the country.

The festival’s opening 
night, which commenced 
on the 29 March at the 
Regent Theatre, show-
cased hilarious and ex-
ceptionally talented acts 
from around the globe.

Hosts included Peter 
Helliar, Eddie Perfect, Tim 
Minchin and Julia Mor-
ris with the wonderful 

Kitty Flanagan taking to 
the stage to deliver The 
Opening Night Comedy 
Allstars Supershow as 
MC.

Events include tasty 
titbits from the all-original 
Aboriginal Comedy All-
stars. 

Through these gifted in-
dividuals, you will experi-
ence the oldest culture on 
earth delivering the fresh-
est and funniest stand-up 
comedy in the country.

Featuring three of the 
brightest stars under the 
Southern Cross, namely 
Andy Saunders, Kevin 
Kropinyeri and Sean 
Choolburra, it doesn’t get 
much better (or more Aus-
tralian) than this.

But what’s on the inter-
national menu?

From the USA, Arj 
Barker is back by popular 
demand, for ten days only, 
with his hilarious show - 
Organic. 

Arj Barker is one of Aus-
tralia’s favourite Ameri-
can comedians. In recent 
years, he has spent more 
time in our country than he 
has spent in his own and 
appears to understand 
our culture better than we 
understand it ourselves. 
His stand-up is both in-
sightful and on point as 
he tickles the funny bone 

with his spoofs on new 
age and alternative prac-
tices. 

“As always, I start with 
the  nest free-range top-
ics, nurture them until 
they’re brimming with 
wholesome hilarity, and 
ready for the tellin.” 

“Remember, my cruel-
ty-free jokes are always 
tested on animals, and 
100 per cent goat-ap-
proved by the time you 
hear them. That’s quality 
you can trust,” said Arj, 
then with tongue  rmly in 
cheek, added, “may con-
tain traces of nuts…”

There are also a num-
ber of special events 
which invite audience par-
ticipation, such as Deadly 
Funny – cheeky and loud, 
black and proud. 

This national comedy 
competition unearths the 
freshest,  ercest and 
funniest new Indigenous 
performers from around 
the country. In this, the 
National Grand Final and 
Showcase, comedy com-
petitors perform along-
side the deadliest pro-
fessional comedians in a 
bid to see who will take 
out the generous $2,000 
prize.

Hosted by Sean Chool-
burra, Shiralee Hood, Kev-
in Kropinyeri, and Andy 

Saunders, and featuring 
a performance by 2016 
winner Jalen Sutcliff e, this 
one-of-a-kind comedy 
program (and competi-
tion) is open to Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Island 
people aged 18 and over.

No festival would be 
complete with the joy-
ful rendition of Anh Do’s 
bestselling book The 
Happiest Refugee. 

Anh has made people 
laugh and cry, and his 
book was described by 
Russell Crowe as “the 
most surprising and in-
spiring read I have had in 
years.”

Anh’s stage show com-
bines stand-up comedy 
with real life drama, pho-
tos and  lmed pieces 
which, combined to retell 

his incredible story.
Another highlight of the 

festival would have to be 
Abnormal Dick Tricks: A 
Dirk Darrow Investigation

Added to this spectac-
ular line up is eight-time 
Fringe festival award-win-
ning magician Tim Motley, 
creator of 2 Ruby Knock-
ers, 1 Jaded Dick.

Motley is anything but 
motley. This performer is 
a mind-blowing mentalist 
who collides with danger 
in an all new thrilling  lm-
noir murder mystery. Tim’s 
breath taking magic tricks 
will delight the senses 
and his comedy element 
will have you roaring with 
laughter.

Overall, this hilarious 
psychic detective puts on 
a killer show… be warned 

however, you may die 
laughing.

Voted the Funniest 
Show at the London 
Fringe, as well as Best 
of Fest at the Edmonton 
Fringe and Patron’s Pick 
at the Winnipeg Fringe, 
this is one show that is a 
must see.

The Melbourne Com-
edy Festival is internation-
ally renowned for good 
reason.

Please ensure that you 
head down to Victoria for 
this fabulous, fashionable, 
funfest.

For further information, 
show times, venues and 
bookings, refer to the 
website at www.comedy 
festival.com.au/2017

These April fools are 
super cool!

It’s all laughs with Melbourne’s super cool comedy festival

The Melbourne International Comedy Festival

COLUMNIST Mickel 
Smits wrote about Hold-
en celebrating 160 years 
in Australia in December 
2016. This prompted 
reader Frank Pratt to 
send into us an old photo 
he took in 1950 at Fitzroy 
Crossing.

“Was this the very  rst 
Holden to travel around 
Australia?” 

Frank recalls he had 
travelled from Perth and 
was staying at the Fitz-
roy Crossing Inn as part 
of Doug Graham’s team 
who were building a din-
ing room.

He was sleeping on the 

front veranda of the Fitz-
roy Crossing Inn at the 
time and recalls the early 
morning wake up when 
the FX Holden roared into 
the yard.

“I got out my Brownie 
box camera and took this 
snap which also featured 
the Inn’s pig in the pad-
dock.

Frank subsequently 
found out that the two 
men in the Holden were 
Sydney Anderson of 
Perth car fame and Bert 
Kanzler who ran a pic-
ture theatre in Albany.

They had gone anti-
clockwise around Aus-

tralia when they made a 
surprise stop at Fitzroy 
Crossing.

The pair where on the 
way back to Perth and 
had many a story of their 
trek around the country.

They had hit a kan-
garoo at 70mph. In 
the Kimberley near La 

Is this the  rst Holden to drive 
around Australia?

Grande Station they 
became bogged and 
had to walk 30 miles to 
obtain a donkey team 
to pull them out. Near 
Anna Pains rain kept 
them stranded for two 
days and they ran out 
of cigarettes so they 
smoked paper.

On the way to De 
Pledge’s Mandora Sta-
tion the track was badly 
rutted and the tyres 
could not grip the road. 

The only way they 
could make the car 
move was to set the 
hand throttle and push. 
When the car started 
to get away from them 
they would clamber onto 
the back bumper. The 
ruts held the car on the 
track. When they arrived 
at Mandora the owners 
was amazed they had 
got so far.

The two men covered 
10,600 miles and used 
388 gallons of petrol, 
the trip took them over 
smooth highways at 
speeds of up to 80mph 
and much slower over 
tracks, deserts, mud ats 
and creeks with no me-
chanical trouble at all.

Frank would love read-
ers’ help to know wheth-
er anyone could con rm 
that this was the  rst 
Holden to travel around 
Australia. If anyone has 
any information about 
the car please contact 
the editor via email jen@
haveagonews.com.
au or call the offi  ce on             
9227 8283.

BUY NOW PAY LATER
WE NOW OFER

UP TO 6 MONTHS LAY-BY ON
ALL FLIGHTS, HOTELS, CAR HIRE, 

TOUR AND CRUISES 
Europe from $1,199 return

Business class $5,499 return
3 stops around world from $1,799

UK car hire from $29 per day
Up to $300 off  European Coach Tours
Up to $500 off  European River Cruises

Telephone 9285 8182
www.britishtravel.com.au

BRITISH TRAVEL

HAGN#301-047410
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MANDURAH Travel and Cruise will be holding information sessions in April to 
showcase river cruising options around the world.

Destinations covered will include Europe, America, Burma, Asia, India, South 
America and Africa.

There will be product presentations by representatives from river cruise 
companies including APT, Uniworld and G Adventures. Owner, Annette Por-
ter, will also present on Crystal River Cruises, Croisi Europe, Murray River and               
Mississippi River Cruises.

Brochures will be available and there will be special deals off ered on the day 
for attendees.

Sessions will be held in Mandurah on the 19 April from 11.30am to 1.30pm and 
22 April from 2.30pm to 4.30pm.

Solo travellers are welcome to join a special solo traveler meet-up with               
partners Travel with Me, held prior to both of the presentations.

Contact Mandurah Travel and Cruise on 9581 5944 or info@mandurahtrave 
landcruise.com.au for further information or to book a place. 

Worldwide river cruising 
- information sessions in Mandurah

WHO doesn’t love a 
great Christmas in July 
holiday?  Beginning in 
WA, Villa Carlotta Travel’s 
Christmas in July in the 
south west features a 
fantastic range of high-
lights including the Yal-
lingup Shearing Shed, 
wine and  owers at An-
niebrook Emporium, 
rugged Cape Naturaliste 
scenery and the Black-
wood Valley.  

The absolute highlight 
of this trip will be the jour-
ney to Dwellingup where 
the group will board the 
Dwellingup Restaurant 
Train and enjoy a  ve-
course Christmas in July 
dinner in the 1919 vin-
tage dining car as the 
train meanders through 
the night forest.  

Departing Tuesday 18 
to Saturday 22 July and 

priced from only $1335 
per person twin share, 
this will be a wonderful 
mid year getaway.  

For those who prefer to 
head to a slightly warmer 
climate, Villa’s Kalbarri 
Christmas in July holiday 
is the perfect trip.  This 
relaxing getaway fea-
tures the Kalbarri Nation-
al Park, Batavia Coast, 
a Kalbarri River Queen 
cruise on the Murchison 
River and Murchison 
House Station tour. The 
highlight will be a special 
Christmas in July dinner 
celebration at the resort.  
This  ve-day holiday will 
depart on  Monday 17 to 
Friday 21 July and prices 
start from $1355 per per-
son twin share.

Finally, Villa’s amaz-
ing Christmas in July on 
the Murray will feature a 

three-day paddle steam-
er Murray Princess Dis-
covery Cruise as well as 
other delights including 
time at the Monarto Open 
Range Zoo, free time in 
beautiful Hahndorf and 
a tour of the Heritage 
Farm and Railway.  This 
six-day getaway departs 
Wednesday 19 to Mon-
day 24 July and prices 
start from just $2915 per 
person twin share.

For those people who 
love arts and crafts, then 
villa has the perfect holi-
day. Their brand new six-
day tour, Craft and Quilt 
Fair Adelaide features 
markets, galleries, histor-
ic collections and scenic 
touring.  The highlight of 
this holiday is Australia’s 
number one craft and 
quilt fair.  There will be a 
huge range of stalls, dis-
plays and workshops to 
choose from all under 
the one roof.  Add to this 
a great range of tour-
ing including Hahndorf, 
Carrick Hill, the famous 
Barossa Valley and the 
Yalumba Estate.  This 
will be a crafters’ de-
light, so get your friends 
together for a wonder-
ful holiday experience.  
Departing Tuesday 19 to 
Sunday 24 September 
and with prices starting 
from just $2920 per per-
son twin share, this will 
be the ultimate arts and 

crafts pilgrimage.
Finally, Villa has a huge 

range of Christmas holi-
days on off er this year.  
Brand new this year is 
the Hahndorf Christmas 
Spirit tour.  This holiday 
will feature the amaz-
ing Christkindlmarkt and 
Lights of Lobethal.   Oth-
er fun highlights include 
a walking tour of Hahn-
dorf, Heritage Platform 
1 Railway, Heysen – The 
Cedars Tour, Adelaide 
Hills wine, chocolate and 
cheese, Murray River 
lunch cruise, Haighs at 
Christmas and the in-
credible Adelaide Christ-
mas lights display. 

With four nights stay-
ing in beautiful Hahndorf, 
guests will enjoy this 
wonderful six-day break 
just before Christmas.  
Starting from just $2895 
per person twin share 
and departing Tuesday 
12 to Sunday 17 Decem-
ber, this is the perfect, re-
laxing holiday with great 
opportunities to acquire 
some unique Chrissy 
presents for loved ones 
this year.

To book on any of 
these fantastic Villa holi-
days, FreeCall 1800 066 
272 or email holidays@
villa.com.au now.  And 
don’t forget to check out 
Villa’s huge range of holi-
days at www.villa.com.
au.

Villa has Christmas and event holidays 
covered throughout this year

1300 789 567
By Phone

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm
299 Vincent St, Leederville, WA 6007

In Store Hours

search & shop online 24/7
Seniorsplanet.com.au

Online

Send us an email to
haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

Enquire
Monday-Friday 8am-6pm

Saturday 9am-3pm & Sunday 11am-3pm

Call Centre Hours

Prices correct as at 3 April. *Early booking discount valid for new bookings only, and must be booked and paid in full by Friday 21 April. Not combinable with any other discount or promotion. The escorted tour arrangements have been made on the 
basis of a minimum number of passengers travelling. In the event that less than the required number of passengers have confi  rmed their booking 60 days from the date of departure, HolidayPlanet reserves the right to cancel the tour, giving a full 
refund of monies paid, or off er arrangements to proceed with the tour at a modifi ed fare. Expenses of personal nature, optional excursions, drinks and meals not specifi ed are additional. Gratuity for driver not included. Prices are per person, twin share. 
Single supplement may be available for solo travellers.  Off ers available for limited time only or unless sold out. Promotion can be withdrawn at any stage. Hotels and inclusions are subject to change. An alternative hotel or activity may be off ered if the 
advertised inclusions are needing to be changed. Payment by credit/ debit card will incur a fee. Conditions apply. For more information please call one of our consultants. AFTA 03350. ATAS A11328.

THE HOLIDAYPLANET GROUP

f u l l y  e s c o r t e d  t o u r s  t o  w o r l d  c l a s s  d e s t i n a t i o n s

P R O U D L Y  P R E S E N T  T h e i r  E x c l u s i v e

Escorted Tour Collection
EARLY BOOKING 

DISCOUNT! 
SAVE $350PP
MUST BOOK BY

FRIDAY 21 APRIL

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Airfare from Perth to Cape Town 

and Johannesburg to Perth fl ying 
South African Airways

• All internal airfares
• 17 nights accommodation in superior hotels 

throughout South Africa and Victoria Falls
• Lodge stays in Addo National Park, 

Kruger National Park & Elephant Valley
• 17 Buff et Breakfasts, 3 Lunches, 3 Boma 

Dinners & 8 Dinners whilst touring
• Knowledgeable local game rangers 

& local guides whilst sightseeing
• All airport transfers & tipping 
• Fully escorted by HolidayPlanet Tour Host
• Exclusive Holiday Planet ticket 

wallet and luggage strap

SIGNATURE EXPERIENCES:
• Cape Winelands Tour 
• Cable car ride to top of Table Bay Mountain
• Explore Cape Peninsula
• Tour the spectacular ‘Panorama Route’ between 

Kruger National Park and Johannesburg
• Dinner under the stars in Kruger National Park
• Marvel at mountain views in the Drakensburg Ranges
• Stand back in awe of Victoria Falls
• Cruise & game drive in Chobe National Park
• Elephant Whispers interaction in Hazyview

SCENIC HIGHLIGHTS IN: Cape Town, 
Knysna, Addo Elephant Park, Addo National Park,
Port Elizabeth, Durban, Drakensburg, Cathedral Peak, 
Swaziland, Kruger National Park, Johannesburg, 
Victoria Falls, Chobe National Park

South Africa
& Victoria Falls

02 September 2017 – 18 Days

DEAL ID

SAVF17
DEAL ID

please call for a day by day it inerary

NORMAL PRICE 
from

$11999
EARLYBIRD PRICE 

from

$11,649*

Earlybird 
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HAGN#301-047348

bookings@hireabus.com.au  Ph 0473 514 944

APRIL 14th 
Ferguson Valley   $75pp
Day tour to visit the gnomes.

APRIL 30th 
Cheese and wine south tour $75pp

MAY 27 - JUNE 1    $1900 t/share
Vivid Sydney and Canberra  $2400 ss

HAGN#301-047089



Eastern Oriental Express

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Airfare from Perth to Hong Kong
• 2 nights at The Langham Hotel, Hong 

Kong including breakfast daily
• Hong Kong harbour 

cruise with 9-Course 
• Banquet Dinner
• 14 nights onboard Sapphire Princess
• All meals, entertainment & port taxes 
• BONUS $100USD onboard 

credit per cabin 
• BONUS stateroom location upgrade
• BONUS specialty dining experience
• 2 nights/3 days onboard Eastern 

and Oriental Express in your 
selected cabin category

• Dedicated 24-hour steward service
• Daily four course dinner: Seasonal 

table d’hôte menu, including 
coff ee, tea and petits fours

• Daily continental breakfast 
served in your cabin

• Daily three-course lunch
• Afternoon tea, including 

sandwiches, biscuits and pastries
• Guided tour of Kuala Kangsar
• Guided cruise along the River Kwai 

and visit to the War Museum
• 2 nights at The Peninsula, Bangkok 

including breakfast daily
• Private transfers throughout
• Airfare from Bangkok to Perth

DEAL ID

2T0W40
DEAL ID

please call for a day by day it inerary
PORTS: 
 Hong Kong (overnight), Halong Bay, 
Danang/Hue (overnight), Ho Chi Minh, 
Bangkok (overnight), Ko Samui, 
Singapore (overnight)

INSIDE CRUISE CABIN, 
STATE RAIL CABIN from

$11,199

Mediterranean Odyssey

TOUR INCLUSIONS:
• Airfare from Perth to London 

with a premium airline
• Private transfer from Heathrow 

to London Hotel
• 3 nights at a 5 star London 

Hotel including breakfast
• Venice Simplon-Orient-Express 

from London to Verona
• Three Course Brunch, Steward Service, 

Four Course Dinner, Continental 
Breakfast, Three Course Lunch

• Private Transfer from Verona 
Rail Station to Lake Garda

• 5 nights at a 5 star Lake Garda 
Hotel including breakfast

• Private Transfer from Lake Garda 

Hotel to Verona Rail Station
• 1st Class Train from Verona to Venice
• 3 nights at a 5 star Venice 

Hotel including breakfast
• 7 nights onboard Cunard 

Queen Victoria
• Meals, Entertainment 

and Taxes onboard
• Private Transfer from Piraeus 

port to Athens Hotel
• 3 nights at a 5 star Athens 

Hotel including breakfast
• Private Transfer from Athens 

Hotel to Airport
• Airfare from Athens to Australia 

with a premium airline

from

$11,999
please call for a day by day it inerary

DEAL ID

KT8YFO
DEAL ID

PORTS: Venice, Dubrovnik, Corfu, 
Cephalonia, Crete, Athens

THE VENICE
SIMPLON-ORIENT-

EXPRESS  IS  ENRICHED 
WITH ALLURE, 

CONTINENTAL CHARM 
& PRE-WAR GLAMOUR 

&  STYLE

THE HOLIDAYPLANET GROUP

Platinum Collection
Their Exclusive

E x q u i s i t e  H o l i d a y s  t o  W o r l d  C l a s s  D e s t i n a t i o n s

P R O U D L Y  P R E S E N T

1300 789 567
By Phone

Monday - Friday 9am - 5pm
299 Vincent St, Leederville, WA 6007

In Store hours
search & shop online 24/7 

seniorsplanet.com.au

Online
Send us an email to

haveago@holidayplanet.com.au

Enquire
Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

Saturday 9am - 3pm & Sunday 11am - 3pm

call centre hours

Prices correct as at 3 April. Prices are per person, based on lead in categories available at time of publication.  All advertised fares, savings, off ers, programmes and 
itineraries are correct at time of printing, are subject to availability and may change at any time. Additional restrictions may apply. Payment by credit/ debit card 
will incur a fee. Conditions apply. AFTA 03350. ATAS A11328. For more information please call one of our consultants.
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Enquiries phone : 6162 6492 
Email: simon@southernafricansafaris.com.au 

Visit: Suite 5/339 Cambridge St, Wembley 6014  G
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 5* South Africa & Kruger National Park         
Return ights with SAA to JNB/DUR/CPT from $1400 p/p   
4 days Table Bay Hotel, V&A Cape Town (B&B) $700 p/p 

5 day full board Lukimbi Safari Lodge $2265 p/p 
5 day fully inclusive Dulini Sabi Sands $5700 p/p 
3 day fully inclusive Rovos  Rail from  $1850 p/p 

2 day fully inclusive Blue Train from 1640 p/p 
… call to discuss your African Safari Adventure Today! 

14 day 4* South Africa Wildower & Safari Extravaganza 
Inc. Air/Most meals/Trans/Guided 17AUG17 - $5600 p/p 

 

Annual Escorted 14 day 5* Pride of Africa Safari  
Chobe NP, Victoria Falls, Rovos Rail, Cape Town 
Inc. Air/Most meals/Trans 15JAN18 - $11’999 p/p 

 

30 day 5* Sail & Safari with Queen Elizabeth 
Singapore, Indian Ocean Ports, Cape Town, Kruger NP 

Inc. Air/Most meals/Trans/Escorted 03APR18 - $11’500 p/p 

HAGN#301-047551

Toll Free: 1300 842 688
E: sales@mwtravel.com.au
W: www.mwtravel.com.au

Mandarin World Tours
mandarinworldtours

Fully inclusive
From $4,295

16 Days Vietnam and Cambodia Delight
Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hoian, Ho Chi Minh City
Saigon, Cu Chi Tunnels, 
Phnom Peh&Siem Reap

Fully inclusive
From $3,785

15 Days The Best of Vietnam
Hochiminh City, Saigon, Mekong Delta, Hanoi, 
Cu Chi Tunnels, Dalat, 
Nha Trang, Danang & Hoi An

Fully inclusive
From $4,685

16 Days Mighty Yangtze & Hong Kong
Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Fengdu, Chongqing,
Victoria Cruise on Three 
Gorges & Hong Kong

Fully inclusive
From $5,185

15 Days Natural Wonders of China
Zhangjiajie, Tian Men Mt, Yichang, Yangtze River
Cruise, Chongqing, 
Jiuzhaigou & Chengdu

Fully inclusive
From $6,995

20 Days Japan, Korea, Taiwan Triple Indulgence
Taipei, Kaohsiung, Kenting, Seoul, Gwangju, Sun 
Moon Lake, Busan, Andong,
Mt.Sorak, Tokyo, Kyoto&Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $7,480

15 Days Japan Cherry Blossom & Garden 2018
Tokyo, Hakone, Mt.Fuji, Takayama, Kanazawa,
Kyoto, Nara, Hiroshima,
Miyajima,Kobe, Osaka

Fully inclusive
From $4,995

14 Days Colourful Holi Festival
Delhi, Agra, Bharatpur, Ranthambore, Jaipur, 
Jodhpur,Udaipur

Fully inclusive
From $4,885

14 Days The Spirits of India with Camel Fair
Kolkata, Varanasi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri, Jaipur, 
Pushkar & Delhi RE
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 SALE ON NOW
2017-2018

HAGN#301-047370

Best Western Hospitality Inn Kalgoorlie
560 Hannan Street, Kalgoorlie
9021 2888 
kalgoorlie@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnkalgoorlie.com.au

Best Western Kalgoorlie

• FREE continental breakfast daily       
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your spacious motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the 
   Katherine Station Restaurant
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some blockout dates apply. 

*ONLY $119 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

l

HAGN#301-047442

Best Western Hospitality Inn Esperance
44-46 The Esplanade, Esperance
9071 1999 
esperance@hospitalityinns.com.au
www.hospitalityinnesperance.com.au

Best Western Esperance

• FREE continental breakfast daily
• FREE wireless broadband internet, FOXTEL
• FREE tea, coffee and biscuits in your motel room
• FREE welcome drink when dining at the Seasons Restaurant
• CENTRAL town location opposite the bay
• POOL, restaurant, cocktail bar, BBQ & guest laundry

Each Best Western branded hotel is independently owned and operated. © 2014 Best Western International, Inc. All rights reserved.

*Subject to availability - bookings essential - some block out dates apply

*ONLY $125 
PER NIGHT 

FOR 2!

HAGN#301-047443

THIS is the second in a three part 
feature by maritime historian Chris 
Frame and looks at the rise of 
heavier than air  ight across the 
atlantic.

AS early as 1919,  xed wing aircraft 
had completed transatlantic cross-
ings. The  rst direct transatlantic  ight 
took place from 14 to 15 June 1919 
when a British Vickers Vimy bomber 
travelled 3,600 km from St John’s 
Newfoundland to Galway, Ireland.

The  rst non-stop westbound 
crossing in July that same year, trav-
elling from RAF East Fortune to New 
York. This trip was undertaken by a 
British airship – R34; while in 1927 the 
 rst heavier than air  ights between 
Europe and the American mainland 
took place. 

This historic  ight was followed 11 
years later by an even more signi cant 
event; the  rst heavier than air trans-
atlantic passenger service – a Boeing 
314 operated by Pan American Air-
ways. 

Boeing’s 314 utilised the large wing 
of the XB-15 bomber with a fuselage 
capable of carrying 74 passengers 
and a 3,500-mile range. 

Nicknamed the Clippers, after the 
American ocean-crossing sailing 
ships, the aircraft off ered highly luxu-
rious air travel, with the seats being 
easily converted into bunks for over-
night  ights. 

Aboard the Clippers, luxury hotels 
provided meals for the  ights, which 
were prepared and served from on 
board galleys. 

The passenger service was pre-
ceded by a transatlantic mail contract, 
providing a regular, reliable income 
from carrying mail. This system had 
been used by shipping lines through-
out the early history of transatlantic 
crossings.

The following year, both Pan Ameri-
can Airways and Transcontinental 
Western Air (later Trans World Airways) 
commenced passenger services 
utilising Boeing 307 Stratoliners. 

The design of the Stratoliner was 
based on Boeing’s B-17 heavy bomb-
er. Completed with a pressurised cab-
in, the aircraft could  y at an altitude of 
6,096 metres. 

This ushered in a new era of com-
fort, as the aircraft  ew above prevail-
ing weather conditions. The aircraft 
sported a 3.6 metre wide cabin; which 
allowed for comfortable overnight 
berths for passengers.

The Stratoliner was an instant hit 
with passengers. While they didn’t 
eclipse the ocean liners in their popu-
larity, they were a comfortable and 
luxurious way to cross the North At-
lantic. 

Pistons Rule the Sky
Following World War II, Boeing, 

Lockheed, Vickers and Douglas be-
gan to design larger and faster aircraft 
for the transatlantic service. 

Each manufacturer based their de-
signs on successful military aircraft, 
with Lockheed’s Super Constellation 
being one of the most recognisable 
aircraft of its day. In fact, even today 
the four engine, tri-tailed airframe 
evokes a sense of glamour, adventure 
and excitement each time it under-
takes a  ight.

Lockheed had achieved success 
with their L.14 Super Electra in both 
military and passenger variants, with 
more than 350 airframes built. This 
success resulted in a commitment to 
build a large airliner capable of under-
taking transcontinental  ights within 
the USA and led to the development 
of the L-049 Constellation. 

Its development was based around 
TWA’s initial range and performance 
requirement. It was powered by the 
2,000hp R-3350 18 cylinder Duplex 
Cyclone engines which allowed the 
aircraft to cruise at 482 km/h with a 
range of 4087 km. 

The new aircraft made its  rst mark 
on international transportation in a mil-
itary role. With the outbreak of World 
War II, it was developed into the C-69 
series of fast transports for the USAAF. 

After the war Connie, as the Constel-
lation became fondly known, entered 
domestic service. A more powerful 
variant than originally intended, the 
L-649 and L-749 proved to be popular 
with airlines; with 22 and 119 built re-
spectively.  Orders came from airlines 
as diverse as Air France, KLM, Eastern 

and Qantas, as well as South African 
Airways, Air India and of course, TWA.

More popular yet was the 1950s era 
Super Constellation. Stretched, with 
new engines, the aircraft could carry 
over 20 extra passengers. It went on 
to sell 259 civilian models.

Constellations were not the only 
piston driven aircraft making transat-
lantic crossings. Douglas’ DC-4 had 
been operated as early as 1946 on 
Atlantic services by Aerolíneas Argen-
tina, Aeropopstal Venezuela, Ibera Air-
lines and Cubana. However the larger, 
pressurised Douglas DC-6 proved to 
be more popular on the transatlantic 
run, with airlines using it on services 
to South America, as well as direct 
North Atlantic services to America and 
Canada. 

Pan American World Airways com-
menced transatlantic services in 1952, 
utilising a DC-6B. The aircraft was 
designed to carry 48,500kg and was 
equipped with engines rated at over 
2,500 hp. 

By 1956 Lockheed had responded 
with the introduction of the L-1649 
Starliner. 

1956 was the last year that more 
passengers travelled across the North 
Atlantic by ship than by air, signalling 
the end of an era. 

Flying is a fad
As piston engined aircraft became 

more sophisticated, comfortable and 
safe, passengers started to  y on the 
transatlantic run.

The new airliner routes were expen-
sive when compared to the shipping 
lines, and thus attracted mainly busi-
ness travellers. Never the less, the 
speed and convenience of aircraft led 

more people crossing the North Atlan-
tic by air than by sea for the  rst time 
in 1957. 

BOAC pioneered transatlantic jet 
services with the Comet 4 on 4 Oc-
tober 1958. But this  ight was just the 
tip of the iceberg. With the introduction 
of Pan American World Airways’  rst 
Boeing 707 services in October 1958, 
the transatlantic journey took hours 
rather than days. 

The 707’s swept wing design and 
four powerful Pratt and Whitney en-
gines made it an instant hit with air-
lines; and soon many carriers were 
 ying 707s – including BOAC. 

Passengers  ocked to the new jets. 
With the Douglas DC8 and Vickers 
VC10 following the 707 into transat-
lantic service, more airlines started to 
operate jet services. 

The shift to transatlantic  ight 
caught many shipping lines off  guard. 
One Cunard Line director was quoted 
as saying: “ ying is a fad”. But  ying 
was no fad and in just a few years jet 
airliners had conquered the transatlan-
tic route.

Some shipping lines attempted to 
adapt to the new market by partnering 
with airlines. One such example was 
BOAC-Cunard, a partnership between 
the British Overseas Airways Corpora-
tion and Cunard Line.

The airline  ew VC10s and 707s on 
services to the United States and the 
tropics, but was ultimately unsuccess-
ful. The corporate cultures of BOAC 
and Cunard were too diff erent to suc-
cessfully merge. In the end, BOAC was 
far more successful going it alone than 
trying to cooperate with a shipping 
company.

The battle for supremacy on the transatlantic crossing part two

Chris Frame

RAIL Plus has reported 
that Japan is one of the 
hottest destinations for 
rail travellers from Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.

Already recording a 10 
per cent year on year in-
crease in sales this year, 
the rail provider says the 
busiest period for Japan 
rail travel is between De-
cember and April during 
the winter months and 
Sakura (Cherry Blossom) 
season.

Commercial direc-
tor of Rail Plus, Ingrid 
Kocijan, says while Ja-
pan’s rail network has a 
solid reputation of being 
one of the world’s saf-
est and most punctual, 
naturally becoming an 
essential experience to 
any visit to the country, 
increased accessibility to 
and around Japan also 
plays a large part in the 
steady growth in visitor 
numbers.

“Japan has always 
been a fascinating coun-
try for many Austra-
lian and New Zealand 

travellers thanks to the 
country’s spectacular 

mix of culture, ancient 
traditions, cutting-edge 
technology, infrastruc-
ture, quirks and cuisine 
among other interests,” 
says Kocijan.

“With more aff ord-
able and frequent  ight 
options made available 
complemented by lower 
rail travel costs, there is 
no doubt we’ll continue 
to see the numbers grow 
in healthy double digits.”

According to Kocijan, 

more and more travellers 
are also appreciating and 
enjoying the bonuses 
and savings aff orded 
by Japan Rail Passes. 
They include free seat 
reservations, outstand-
ing on-board services 
and facilities, the free 
use of certain bus lines, 
ferries and airport trains, 
as well as free entry to 
popular attractions such 
as Tokyo Tower, Mt Fuji 
and Himeji Castle among 

many others.
Rail Plus currently of-

fers the lowest prices 
for Japan Rail Passes in 
Australia and New Zea-
land, with the seven-day 
consecutive pass starting 
at $178 for children under 
11 and $355 for adults. 
Passes are valid for non-
Japanese residents and 
must be obtained before 
travelling to Japan. Visit 
www.railplus.com.au for 
more information.

Japan a popular destination among rail travellers

A



Villa holidays are fully escorted, depart Perth and include courtesy home collection*, airfares and taxes, travel insurance*, gratuities* attractions and entrance fees, quality accommodation and most meals. *Terms and conditions apply.
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Classic Cairns and Far North Queensland

Take an Adventure from Broome to Darwin 

Travel on the Gibb River Road

Head North This Winter

Port Douglas, Cairns and The Daintree

Relish in the tropics and immerse yourself in everything that is Queensland! From Cairns to the 
misty mountains, a rich diversity of destinations and experiences awaits you. Bask in the warmth of 
the tropics, travel the famous Kuranda Railway, discover the beauty of the World Heritage listed 
tropical rainforests, enjoy tropical cruises on lakes and harbours, visit quaint villages and recline in 

comfort at your centrally located hotel.

Highlights  Kuranda Rail and Skyrail Journey  National Heritage Listed Paronella Park 
Cairns Harbour Cruise  Cairns Night Markets   Atherton Tablelands  Lake Barrine Cruise 
Millaa Millaa Falls  Curtain Fig Tree  Port Douglas  Rainforest Habitat Wildlife Sanctuary

Classic Cairns  8 Days  Saturday 10 to Saturday 17 June 2017  Price $3650 pptw  Single Option $440

Solo Traveller Exclusive Departure  8 Days  Thursday 13 to Thursday 20 July 2017 
Guaranteed Single Room $4210  Share a Room and Save $440   

Begin your adventure in the holiday mecca of Broome, marvel at the expanse of Lake Argyle, 

cruise the cool deep waters of Geikie and Katherine Gorges, bathe in the hot springs at Katherine 

Hot Springs and travel into the heart of Kakadu National Park. Your Kimberley, Katherine and 

Kakadu tour culminates in the thriving multicultural city of Darwin.

Highlights  Broome Pearl Luggers Museum  Lake Argyle and the Ord River  Fitzroy Crossing and Geikie Gorge 
Katherine Gorge Cruise  Katherine Outback Experience  Katherine Hot Springs  Kakadu National Park 

Aboriginal Rock Art and Paintings  Jumping Crocodile Cruise  Darwin Harbour Cruise

Kimberley, Katherine and Kakadu Road Trip Broome to Darwin 

12 Days  Sunday 18 to Thursday 29 June 2017

Price $5825 pptw  Single Option $1335 

Your adventure begins with two days discovering the history and culture of Darwin. Leaving the 

Top End capital, immerse yourself in the Territory’s wilderness in Litchfield National Park and 

Nitmiluk (Katherine) Gorge. Travel along the Gibb River Road and into El Questro Wilderness Park.  

Experience a breathtaking scenic flight over Lake Argyle and the world famous Bungle Bungle Ranges 

and cruise along Geikie Gorge, before spending three nights in Broome, Australia’s Pearl Capital! 

Highlights  Darwin Sunset Dinner Cruise  Mindil Beach Markets  Litchfield National Park 
Nitmiluk (Katherine) Three Gorge Cruise  Kununurra, Lake Argyle and Ord River Dam  Bungle Bungles 

Scenic Flight and Walks  El Questro Chamberlain Gorge Cruise  Geikie Gorge Cruise  Broome Sightseeing

Discovery Top End and Kimberley Wilderness Wonders

14 Days  Wednesday 5 to Tuesday 18 July 2017

Price $6875 pptw  Single Option $1300

Australia’s North West Pilbara is an ancient and rugged land.  Inland, amidst the rugged landscapes, 
explore Karijini National Park, a tapestry of deep gorges, plunging waterfalls and hidden rock pools.  
Be spoilt with a two-night experience amidst the Karijini National Park staying in deluxe style tents 

with en suites. On the spectacular coast, tour the ranges and beaches of Cape Range  
National Park and staying two nights in Exmouth before returning south along the Coral Coast 

through Coral Bay and Geraldton.

Highlights  Karijini Eco Retreat  Cape Range National Park  Dales, Hancock and Weano Gorges 
Fortescue Falls  Exmouth and North West Cape  Yardie Creek Cruise  Coral Bay  Ningaloo Marine Park 
Geraldton  Glass Bottom Coral Viewing Cruise  Mt Whaleback Iron Ore Mine Tour  Hamersley Range

North West Spectacular Featuring Karijini National Park

9 Days  Friday 30 June to Saturday 8 July 2017
Price $3495 pptw  Single Option $735

Get on board and be immersed in the natural beauty of the reef, ranges and rainforests of 
Queensland’s tropics.  Fringing reefs, tropical islands, seaside villages, world heritage listed 

rainforests, hidden waterholes, relaxation and adventure await you. You will have the best of both 
worlds on this wonderful holiday with four nights in Cairns and three nights at Port Douglas. A 

highlight of your holiday will be a candlelight dinner amongst the rainforest.  What are you waiting 
for, be spoilt and escape to the tropics with villa! 

Highlights  Daintree Wilderness  Kuranda Railway and Gondola  Rainforest Evening Experience 
Lake Barrine Cruise  Mamu Tropical Skywalk  Atherton Tablelands and Gallo Dairy  Port Douglas 

Hartley’s Crocodile Adventures  Working Sugar Cane and Cocoa Farm  Great Barrier Reef Outer Reef Cruise

Port Douglas, Cairns and the Daintree

8 Days  Saturday 1 to Saturday 8 July 2017  Price $4495 pptw  Single Option $650

Door to Door Service All Holidays Depart from Perth

Amazing Holidays From the Kimberley to Queensland
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 1800 066 272     travel@villa.com.au    
 

 villa.com.au     villa holiday your way
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On to Adelaide

Come join us on an epic rail journey exploring Australia on this holiday that combines train 
and our harbour city and explores the breadth of our country. Travel one of the world’s 

greatest rail journeys traversing 4,000 kilometres past arid outback and vast open spaces on 
the famous Indian Pacific then explore the incredible sights of Sydney. 

Highlights  Indian Pacific Train Journey Perth to Sydney  Nullarbor Plain 
Off Train Experiences Kalgoorlie, Adelaide, Cook and Broken Hill  Sydney Museum 

Sydney Observatory Step Back in Time Tour  Hyde Park Barracks  Taronga Zoo Gondola, Show and Lunch 
Captain Cook Hop On and Off Cruise  Royal National Park  Grand Pacific Drive

Indian Pacific Coast to Coast and the Harbour City
8 Days  Sunday 10 to Sunday 17 September 2017  FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full prices on this amazing rail journey

Travel to the Northern Territory to explore the Top 
End’s sights. You will share in the Territory’s ancient 
landscapes, enjoy a sunset dinner cruise on Darwin 
Harbour, cruise the waters of the famous Adelaide 
River to see the abundant wildlife and tour Darwin. 

Then aboard a legend in Australian history, The Ghan 
rail journey, enjoy the exciting new four day journey 
from Darwin to Adelaide. Prepare for an experience 
of unimaginable proportions as the legendary Ghan 

takes you deep into the heart of Australia. And when 
the train stops along the way, the real adventures 

begin with amazing Off Train excursions that will leave 
you in awe and the promise of access to experiences 

that can only be shared on a Ghan journey.

Highlights  Darwin Sunset and Dinner Cruise 
Litchfield National Park Touring  Corroboree Billabong Cruise 
Darwin Sightseeing  The Legendary Ghan (Darwin to Adelaide) 
Nitmiluk Gorge Katherine  Off Train Excursions Alice Springs 

MacDonnell Ranges Outback Evening BBQ 
Off Train Excursions Coober Pedy

The Ghan and Top End 
Featuring Darwin, Katherine, Alice Springs and Coober Pedy

8 Days  Sunday 2 to Sunday 9 July 2017 
FreeCall 1800 066 272 for full prices on this amazing rail journey

Solo Traveller Exclusive Departure
8 Days  Sunday 30 July to Sunday 6 August 2017   

DAY 1 The Indian Pacific Train LD

Aboard the Indian Pacific, relax as your epic journey from 
coast to coast commences. Travelling east to Kalgoorlie 
settle into your surrounds and enjoy the privileges of 
Gold Service. Overnight: The Indian Pacific Train.

DAY 2 Cook and the Nullarbor Plain BLD

Today you will arrive into Cook.  There is time to 
disembark to stretch your legs and to explore the 
ghost town that has a population of four. Overnight: 
The Indian Pacific Train

DAY 3 South Australia and Broken Hill BLD

Travelling towards the Pacific Coast, your journey 
today will take you across South Australia and into 
New South Wales. You will wake this morning to the 
City of Churches. In the afternoon, discover Broken 
Hill. Overnight: The Indian Pacific Train.

DAY 4 The Blue Mountains BD

This morning from the carriage windows, watch as you 
travel through the Blue Mountains and descend into 
Sydney. On arrival into Sydney, your Coach Captain 
will greet you and take you on a tour of Sydney. 
Overnight: Novotel Sydney Darling Harbour, Sydney.

DAY 5 Sydney Sightseeing BD

Sydney shines today with some amazing museums 
and significant historic sites including the Museum of 
Sydney and Sydney Observatory. Lunch is at your 

leisure at the iconic destination of “The Rocks” 
followed by Hyde Park Barracks which will showcase 
one of the most significant convict sites in the world 
and in the afternoon visit the Royal Botanical Gardens.  
Overnight: Novotel Sydney Darling Harbour, Sydney.

DAY 6 South Coast BD

Less than an hour from Sydney is the entrance to the 
Royal National Park the world’s second oldest and 
the beginning of the 140km Grand Pacific Drive. We 
have a delightful lunch planned before returning to 
the bright lights of Sydney. Overnight: Novotel Sydney 
Darling Harbour, Sydney. 

DAY 7 Taronga Zoo and Free Time BLD

Today enjoy a wonderful outing to the famous 
Taronga Park Zoo. With its spectacular views of 
beautiful Sydney Harbour, it is the perfect place to see 
native wildlife and rare exotic animals. Enjoy the rest 
of the day at your leisure before coming together for 
one final dinner. Overnight: Novotel Sydney Darling 
Harbour, Sydney.

DAY 8 Sydney to Perth B

Your coast to coast journey comes to an end with 
transfers to the Sydney Airport for your return 
flight to Perth. On arrival, our courtesy small charter 
vehicles will be on hand to see you safely home.
Itinerary is subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. FreeCall 1800 066 272 for details

DAY 1 Perth to Darwin  D

The warmth of the tropical top end awaits you. On arrival 
in Darwin, an orientation tour will introduce you to your 
tropical surrounds. Overnight: Hilton Hotel, Darwin.

DAY 2 Adelaide River and  
Darwin’s Sights  BD

Leaving Darwin, we travel the Arnhem Highway to the 
Adelaide River floodplain where a spectacular cruise 
on the Corroboree Billabong awaits. After a visit to the 
Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory, 
enjoy a special welcome dinner is planned aboard the 
Charles Darwin. Relax as a sunset cruise travels the 
Harbour and a unique tropical dining experience is 
provided for you. Overnight:  Hilton Hotel, Darwin.

DAY 3 Litchfield National Park  BLD

Today explore the thundering falls, the walking 
tracks, rainforest pockets, intriguing magnetic termite 
mounds and the pandanus lined pools on a full day 
adventure into the stunning Litchfield National Park. 
The spectacular Florence Falls cascades into a plunge 
pool and the platform above offers panoramic views 
of the open valley. Reinvigorated by the cool waters 
of the Litchfield National Park meander back to 
Darwin. Overnight:  Hilton Hotel, Darwin.

DAY 4 The Legendary Ghan – Katherine BLD

Departing Darwin, begin your great rail adventure 
aboard the legendary Ghan. For four days and three 
nights, you will discover the extraordinary landscapes 
of our outback at a relaxing pace in refined comfort 
and style with your all-inclusive Gold Service 
experience including Off Train Experiences and your 

Gold Service sleeper cabin serviced by your own 
steward. On arrival into Katherine, the Nitmiluk Gorge 
will delight you. Overnight: The Ghan.

DAY 5 The Legendary Ghan - Alice  BLD

Each new day begins with a fresh new panorama.  
Awake to the essence of central Australia. Today you 
will arrive in the outback town of Alice Springs where 
there is time to explore the oasis of history, culture 
and beauty. Continue into the evening where your 
Off Train Experience in Alice Springs includes a dinner 
under the stars. Overnight: The Ghan.

DAY 6 The Legendary Ghan – Coober Pedy BLD

Enjoy a full day in Coober Pedy, the sun-scorched 
opal mining capital of the world where more than half 
of the residents live underground. Venture into the 
tunnels and caves of this underground town, mined 
for riches and visit the stunning outback moonscape 
that is the Breakaways. Overnight: The Ghan.

DAY 7 The Legendary Ghan – Arrive Adelaide BD

Today is your last morning aboard The Ghan and the 
culmination of a north to south traverse across the 
centre of Australia. The red desert gives way to the 
fertile hills and vineyards of the Clare Valley and the 
Mount Lofty Ranges. Arriving into Adelaide we bid 
farewell to The Ghan. Your coach captain will provide an 
orientation tour of Adelaide followed by free time in the 
city at your leisure. Overnight: Ibis Adelaide, Adelaide.

DAY 8 Adelaide to Perth B

Following breakfast, transfer to the Adelaide Airport 
for the return flight to Perth. On arrival a courtesy 
small charter vehicle will see you safely home.
Itinerary is subject to change. Terms and conditions apply. FreeCall 1800 066 272 for details

YOUR HOLIDAY ITINERARY (ex Perth, Western Australia)

YOUR HOLIDAY ITINERARY (ex Perth, Western Australia)

Villa holidays are fully escorted, depart Perth and include courtesy home collection*, airfares and taxes, travel insurance*, gratuities* attractions and entrance fees, quality accommodation and most meals. *Terms and conditions apply.

Travel from Perth to Sydney on the Indian Pacific

Journey Darwin to Adelaide on the Legendary Ghan

Explore Australia on These Iconic Rail Journeys



 

Get on board with the Escorted Travel Specialists 
(08) 9380 6656 or 1800 677 760 (Country Callers)

✔ Return home pick-up by private car to Perth Airport 
with professional and caring drivers ✔ Pre tour get 
together including a scrumptious morning tea and gift  
✔ Kings Tours Rep at Perth Airport on departure 
✔ Meet and assist service for connecting fl ights in NZ
✔ Early hotel check-in on arrival including breakfast 
✔ Grand Pacifi c Tours Jacket ✔ Simple booking process 
with a low deposit

20 Day New Zealand Rail & Coach Holiday
Experience the romance of rail travel, the majesty of cruising and the luxury of coach on this 

enthralling holiday. Visit all the ‘best of’ attractions of the North and South Islands and be 
escorted by a professional Tour Guide. Highlights include 3 spectacular Rail Journeys - Glenbrook 
Vintage Railway, the world renowned TranzAlpine and Silver Fern Seasider Rail Journey. Relax on 
5 scenic cruises, with an overnight cruise on the beautiful Milford Sound. This tour includes 2 night 
stays in the Bay of Islands, Rotorua, Wellington, Queenstown and Dunedin.

PER PERSON, TWIN SHARE FROM

$7190*
 

INCLUDES
RETURN
AIRFARES

SINGLE 
SUPPLEMENT 
$1900

PRIVATE
RETURN

TRANSFERS
+ >

>> ITINERARY
(B) Breakfast. (L) Lunch. (D) Dinner. (SD) Specialty Dinner.

DEPART PERTH
Today you will be transferred from your home to Perth Airport for 
your overnight fl ight to Auckland.

DAY 1: Arrive Auckland (Free Day) (B,D)
On arrival into Auckland you will be met by a Grand Pacifi c Tours 
representative and transferred to your hotel for immediate hotel 
check-in. Enjoy breakfast at the hotel followed by time at leisure.
Hotel Grand Millennium Hotel

DAY 2: Auckland - Bay of Islands (B,D)
Depart Auckland and travel to the Parry Kauri Park to see a 
magnifi cent example of a Kauri Tree. Enjoy a visit and informative 
talk at the Kauri Museum in Matakohe, then travel via Whangarei 
to Paihia, situated in the heart of the beautiful Bay of Islands. Enjoy 
a guided tour of the Waitangi Treaty Grounds, the location of the 
signing of the treaty between the Maori tribes and the British.
Hotel Scenic Hotel Bay of Islands (2 nights)

DAY 3: Bay of Islands (Free Day) (B)
Today is a free day. Choose from the many optional activities 
available, including the Cape Reinga coach trip via Ninety Mile 
Beach or a spectacular scenic fl ight. This evening is also free and 
you may like to enjoy a relaxing dinner cruise (optional).

DAY 4: Bay of Islands - Auckland (B,D)
This morning travel aboard a luxury catamaran to Cape Brett 
and the famous Hole in the Rock. Keep an eye out for bottlenose 
and common dolphins before returning to Paihia. Travel south via 
Whangarei to Auckland’s north shore, where you will see stunning 
views of Rangitoto Island, Auckland Harbour and the Hauraki Gulf. 
Hotel Spencer on Byron

DAY 5: Auckland - Rotorua (B,D) 
This morning enjoy a city sights tour of Auckland before travelling 

to Glenbrook Vintage Railway for a nostalgic 15 kilometre trip 
back in time on a beautifully restored vintage steam train. Visit the 
restoration workshop and on return to Glenbrook Station, morning 
tea will be served. Depart Glenbrook and travel through magnifi cent 
countryside of rolling hills and green pastures famous for dairying. 
Continue to Rotorua to visit Paradise Valley Springs, a superb wildlife 
park where you can hand feed rainbow trout.   
Hotel Sudima Hotel Lake Rotorua  (Superior Room. 2 nights)

DAY 6: Rotorua (B,SD)
Today begins with a gondola ride and breakfast at Skyline Rotorua. 
There is also time for a luge ride! Next stop is the Agrodome for 
an action packed hour of farming entertainment and education 
that’s  unlike anything you’ve seen before. Enjoy some free time this 
afternoon before travelling to Te Puia to see the boiling mud pools 
and awesome geysers that Rotorua is famous for. This evening 
experience an entertaining Maori Hangi and Concert.

DAY 7: Rotorua - Wellington (B,D)
Travel along the Thermal Explorer Highway to the spectacular Huka 
Falls. Continue to Lake Taupo for some free time to enjoy this scenic 
lakeside town. Travel via the Tongariro National Park and then 
continue south to the capital city of Wellington.
Hotel James Cook Hotel Grand Chancellor (2 nights)

DAY 8: Wellington (B)
A highlight this morning will be time to explore Gallipoli: A Scale of 
War exhibition at Te Papa, New Zealand’s National Museum. Cutting 
edge technology brings these stories to life through the eyes of New 
Zealanders who found themselves in extraordinary circumstances. 
Reboard your coach for an extensive city tour. Enjoy free time this 
afternoon and this evening is also free.

DAY 9: Wellington - Blenheim (B,D) 
This morning board the Interislander Ferry, cross Cook Strait 
and travel through the Marlborough Sounds to Picton. Travel to 
Blenheim, the heart of wine-growing Marlborough. This afternoon a 

fascinating guided tour of the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre will 
transport you from WWI to WWII featuring an extensive collection of 
aircraft belonging to Sir Peter Jackson. 
Hotel Scenic Hotel Marlborough or Chateau Marlborough

DAY 10: Blenheim - Christchurch (B,D)
Today’s travel takes you through the alpine village of St Arnaud, 
the enchanting beech Maruia Forest and the scenic Lewis Pass. 
Continue south to the Garden City of Christchurch for an informative 
city tour.
Hotel Quality Hotel Elms

DAY 11: Christchurch - Arthur’s Pass 
- Franz Josef (B,D) 
This morning board the TranzAlpine, one of the great train 
journeys of the world. Travel over massive viaducts, river valleys 
and spectacular gorges as you ascend to Arthur’s Pass located in 
the centre of the Southern Alps. Board your coach and travel to 
Hokitika, famous for its Greenstone before arriving at Franz Josef 
where time is  available to experience a scenic fl ight (optional, 
weather permitting) over the spectacular glaciers.
Hotel Scenic Hotel Franz Josef Glacier (Douglas Wing)

DAY 12: Franz Josef - Queenstown (B)
See the snow capped peaks of the Southern Alps as you travel 
south via the Haast Pass, an area of stunning beauty before arriving 
into picturesque Queenstown, a year round resort situated on the 
shores of magical Lake Wakatipu. This evening is free to dine at 

one of the many fi ne restaurants.  
Hotel Copthorne Hotel and Resort Lakefront (2 nights)

DAY 13: Queenstown (Free Day) (B,SD)
Today is a free day for you to explore Queenstown. Your Tour Guide 
and Coach Captain are available to assist with the many options 
available. This evening board the vintage steamship TSS Earnslaw 
and cruise across Lake Wakatipu to Walter Peak Station. Sit back, 
relax and enjoy a gourmet barbecue dinner which the chef will 
prepare in front of you at the Colonel’s Homestead. After dinner 
enjoy a short farm tour then reboard the TSS Earnslaw for a sing 
along by the piano on your return cruise.

DAY 14: Queenstown - Milford Sound Overnight Cruise 
(B,D) 
This morning travel to Arrowtown and visit the Lakes District 
Museum. Continue via Te Anau to Milford Sound and board the 
Milford Mariner for your amazing overnight cruise. There is plenty of 
time to view the fi ord’s spectacular waterfalls, rainforest, mountains 
and wildlife - you’re bound to encounter seals and if you’re lucky 
maybe dolphins and penguins. As evening falls enjoy a delicious 
carvery buffet prepared freshly by the onboard chef.
Overnight Milford Mariner

DAY 15: Milford Sound - Te Anau (B,D)
Start the day with a hearty breakfast before heading back out to 
the Tasman Sea (weather permitting) to explore more of the fi ord. 
Return back to the wharf to meet your coach and enjoy the scenic 
drive to Te Anau. This afternoon enjoy a cruise across Lake Te Anau 

to visit the Glow Worm Caves where you will admire the incredible 
limestone caverns, waterfalls and mystery of the Glow Worm Grotto.
Hotel Distinction Luxmore (Deluxe Room)

DAY 16: Te Anau - Dunedin (B,SD) 
Travel via Gore and Balclutha to Dunedin. After time for lunch board 
the Silver Fern railcar for a journey along spectacular clifftops 
overlooking the Pacifi c Ocean and Blueskin Bay. On return to 
Dunedin’s historic Edwardian Railway Station, board the coach for 
an informative city tour. Tonight a Scottish evening will be presented 
comprising of bagpipes, great food, Haggis Ceremony and gift. 
Hotel Scenic Hotel Southern Cross (2 nights)

DAY 17: Dunedin (B,D) 
Travel along the Otago Peninsula to Larnach Castle for a guided 
tour. Next visit Glenfalloch Restaurant for a delightful morning tea. 
Return to the city for some free time. You might choose to board The 
Taieri Gorge Limited for a journey through spectacular scenery only 
accessible by rail (optional). 

DAY 18: Dunedin - Christchurch (B,SD)
This morning visit Olveston House, a prestigious historic home 
before travelling to Oamaru, famous for its limestone. This evening 
enjoy a farewell dinner with your new found friends. 
Hotel Sudima Hotel Christchurch Airport

DAY 19: Depart Christchurch (B)
Time to say goodbye. You will be transferred to the airport for your 
fl ight home after a memorable New Zealand holiday. 

DEPARTS 24 October 2017 & 17 March 2018

FULLY INCLUSIVE
 Return airfares from Perth including taxes

 Meet & greet on arrival in New Zealand

 Return airport transfers in New Zealand

 HIGHLIGHT Milford Sound Overnight Cruise

 17 nights 4 star hotel accommodation with 5 two night stays

 Modern coach travel throughout the tour

 Professional Coach Captain and Tour Guide in New Zealand

 19 breakfasts including 1 specialty breakfast

 15 dinners including 4 specialty dinners

 2 delicious morning teas

 Prepaid activities and attractions including Kauri Museum, 

Skyline Rotorua Gondola, Agrodome, Thermal mud pools & 

geysers, Larnach Castle and more.

 Enjoy 3 rail journeys - Glenbrook Vintage Railway, the world 

renowned TranzAlpine and the Silver Fern Seasider

 Relax with 5 cruises including Dolphin / Hole in the Rock Cruise 

in the Bay of Islands, the vintage steamship TSS Earnslaw and the 

Milford Sound Overnight Cruise.

TOUR 
HIGHLIGHT

*Price is valid ex Perth departure and includes prepaid taxes of $170, correct at time of print. Prices and taxes are subject to change. **Private car transfers arranged by Kings Tours & Travel and are provided within the Perth Metropolitan area 
including as far north as Yanchep and as far south as Mandurah. Early hotel check-in and breakfast included in itinerary, subject to change due to fl ight schedules. Travel Insurance recommended. Jacket is one per person. Deposit amount is 
$450 per person with fi nal balance due 120 days prior to departure.

OVERNIGHT 
CRUISE

EXCLUSIVE 

BONUS
INCLUSIONS

$778
VALUE

PER COUPLE
 

EXCLUSIVE

BONUS
INCLUSIONS**

Murchison
Springs Junction

Waitati
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Planning a trip along the West Coast 
of Australia this winter? 

Why not book 30 days in advance and receive 

$20 OFF PER NIGHT* 
Valid at 14 Discovery Parks across WA & Darwin. Must book min 2 consecutive 
nights. To receive offer please quote promo code WAEB15 at time of booking.

*T&C’s Apply. Subject to availability for new cabin bookings only. Offer valid from 28/07/2015 to 30/06/2017. Must book 30 days in advance for a minimum of 2 
consecutive nights for deal to apply. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. Must quote promo code at time of booking. Please note that blackout dates may 
apply over school holidays, public holidays, long weekends and local special events. Offer valid for both online bookings or by calling the park. Discount is based on the standard 
rate, does not include extra guests. Offer may be changed or cancelled at any time without notice. DHP2960

book early & save

SAVE

$20
PER NIGHT*

DISCOVERYHOLIDAYPARKS.COM.AU

HAGN#301-047251

ON THE MULTI AWARD WINNING 

KIMBERLEY QUEST II

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR 

2017 KIMBERLEY CRUISE

FOR BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES CONTACT
1300 156 035 •  kimberleyquest.com.au

K I M B E R L E Y Q U E S T
B E Y O N D  A D V E N T U R E

HAGN#301-047647

REMEMBER to take pre-
cautions to avoid mos-
quito bites if you are a 
resident and traveller in 
the north of Western Aus-
tralia.

The warning follows 
a signi cant increase in 
Ross River virus (RRV) 
cases in the western 
Kimberley, as well as evi-
dence of Murray Valley 
encephalitis (MVE) activity 
this year.

WA Health’s senior sci-
enti c offi  cer, Dr Andrew 
Jardine, said there had 
been a con rmed detec-
tion of MVE in the east 
Kimberley region and 
probable detections of 
MVE and Kunjin virus in 

the Pilbara region.
“While no human 

cases of MVE or Kunjin 
have been reported in 
WA since 2011, evidence 
of the viruses has now 
been detected in sentinel 
chicken  ocks, which are 
used as an early warning 
system for virus activity,” 
Dr Jardine said.

“Both viruses are only 
carried by mosquitoes, 
and while the risk of being 
infected and becoming 
unwell is low, the illnesses 
can be severe.

“It is important that 
people in the north of WA 
protect themselves from 
mosquito bites into the 
Easter holiday period.”

Initial symptoms of MVE 
include fever, drowsiness, 
headache, stiff  neck, nau-
sea and dizziness. People 
experiencing these symp-
toms should seek medical 
advice quickly. In severe 
cases, people may ex-
perience  ts, lapse into a 
coma, be left with perma-
nent brain damage or die.

Dr Jardine said Kunjin 
virus usually caused mild-
er symptoms than MVE 
virus, but in rare cases 
could also cause severe 
symptoms, including 
headache, neck stiff ness, 
fever, delirium and coma.

Symptoms of infection 
with RRV include pain-
ful or swollen joints, sore 

Visitors to the north west are reminded to 
protect themselves from mosquito bites

muscles, skin rashes, 
fever, fatigue and head-
aches which can last for 
weeks or months.

There are no speci c 
cures or vaccines for any 
of these viruses so it is im-
portant that people take 
care to prevent being bit-
ten by mosquitoes.

“People do not need 
to alter their plans to visit 
the Kimberley or Pilbara 
regions, but it is important 
they take some simple 
steps to avoid mosquito 
bites when camping,  sh-
ing or undertaking any 
other activity outdoors,” 
Dr Jardine said.

Simple steps to avoid 
mosquito bites are:

avoid being outdoors 
with exposed skin around 
dawn and early evening.

wear protective (long, 
loose- tting, light-co-
loured) clothing when out-
doors.

apply a personal repel-
lent containing diethyl 
toluamide (DEET) or pi-
caridin to exposed skin 
or clothing. The most ef-
fective and long-lasting 
formulations are lotions 
or gels. Natural or organic 
repellents are generally 
not as eff ective as DEET 
or picaridin or need to be 
reapplied more frequently.

Use mosquito coils and 
mosquito lanterns and 
apply barrier sprays con-
taining bifenthrin in patio 
and outdoor areas around 
houses.

Ensure insect screens 
are installed and in good 
condition on houses and 
caravans.

Use mosquito nets 
and mosquito-proof 
tents when camping.

Ensure infants and 
children are adequately 
protected against mos-
quito bites, preferably 
with suitable clothing, 
bed nets or other forms 
of insect screening.

For more information 
about mosquito preven-
tion visit: healthywa.
wa.gov.au/Healthy-liv 
ing/Prevent-mosquito          
bites

EXMOUTH Visitor Cen-
tre’s Name a Ningaloo 
Manta Ray competition 
has come to its conclu-
sion, with the public vot-
ing to name one of the 
Ningaloo Reef’s resident 
manta rays.

The Ningaloo Reef is 
home to a large popula-
tion of manta rays, with 
more than 850 individual 
mantas having been iden-
ti ed using the unique 
dot patterns found on 
the belly of each ray. In 
conjunction with Project 

Manta and The University 
of Queensland, the identi-
 cation program was ex-
panded in late 2016 to in-
clude the northern part of 
the Ningaloo Reef, around 
Exmouth.

To commemorate this, 
the Exmouth Visitor Cen-
tre and Project Manta 
asked the public to name 
the 50th manta ray iden-
ti ed as part of Project 
Manta’s northern Ninga-
loo Reef expansion. 

More than 120 names 
were entered, with the 

public then having the 
 nal say on the winning 
name via the Exmouth 
Visitor Centre Facebook 
page. By an overwhelm-
ing majority, the winning 
name was Aurora.

Two separate entrants 
suggested the name Au-
rora, Jasmine Pestell from 
the United Kingdom and 
11-year old Kristian van 
der Meijs from Norway.  
Both Jasmine and Kristian 
chose the name Aurora in 
reference to the Southern 
Lights (Aurora Australis), 

comparing the beauty 
of this incredible natural 
phenomenon to that of 
this graceful manta ray.

As the winners of the 
Name a Ningaloo Manta 
Ray competition, Jasmine 
and Kristian have both 
won tour tickets to swim 
with Ningaloo manta rays 
thanks to Coral Bay Eco-
tours.

Project Manta encour-
ages citizens to contrib-
ute to its manta ray da-
tabase by submitting any 
photos taken of manta 
rays they see throughout 
the Ningaloo region. The 
unique spot pattern on a 
manta ray’s belly is like a 
 ngerprint, so a photo of 
the underside of a manta 
allows the research team 
to cross reference their 
existing database and 
determine if it is a new or 
previously identi ed Nin-
galoo manta ray.

Project Manta Ningaloo 
representative, Jessica 
Smith said the Ningaloo 
Reef and in particular Cor-
al Bay is one of very few 

places in the world that is 
home to a resident popu-
lation of manta rays, and 
as such, ongoing moni-
toring of manta numbers 
and movements is an im-
portant part of extending 
our knowledgebase on 
the species as a whole.

“Project manta has 
been working on extend-
ing its monitoring range 
of manta rays in Western 
Australia, focusing on the 
Ningaloo Reef. Coral Bay 
is well known for its resi-
dent population of manta 
rays, but up until now very 
little was known about 
manta rays that are sight-
ed around Exmouth and 
north Ningaloo.

“We currently have 57 
mantas in the database 
 rst sighted around Ex-
mouth and we continue 
to record sightings and 
identi cations to gather 
an idea of where these 
individuals are traveling 
to after visiting Exmouth.” 
Ms Smith said.

Project Manta research-
ers from Queensland will 

be visiting the Ningaloo 
region again in May 2017 
to continue this identi ca-
tion research and inves-
tigate the movements of 
manta rays throughout 
the Ningaloo.

For more information 
on tours to swim with Nin-
galoo manta rays, contact 
the Exmouth Visitor Cen-
tre on 9949 1176 or email: 
reservations@exmouth 
wa.com.au.

Ningaloo manta ray named Aurora

Aurora the 50th manta ray identi ed under Project 
Manta’s northern Ningaloo Reef expansion

NORTH WEST

•  Overnight accommodation in a
Queen or Twin room

• Full cooked breakfast for two
• Bottled iced water in room
• Free Wi-Fi
• Onsite parking in front of rooms 

Quote ‘Have a go’ when booking 
to receive this special offer.

reception@kih.com.au  I  (08) 9187 3333 
karrathainternationalhotel.com.au  

Swimming pool

Range of food & beverage offerings

*Valid till 31st December 2017. Subject to availability. Conditions apply.

$199.00 PER NIGHT*

T R E AT  YO U R S E L F

HAGN#301-047593



into the never never
GIBB RIVER ROAD, KIMBERLEY

CALL  1300 134 044   EMAIL  travel@voyages.com.au   VISIT  hvstation.com.au

* Conditions apply, off er is subject to availability. Lead-in price per person based on 2 adults staying in a Guesthouse Room using existing bedding. Book by 31 May ’17 for travel 1–31 May and 1 Sep–31 Oct ’17. High season rate of $250pp 
twin share for travel 1 Jun–31 Aug ’17. Minimum 2 night stay applies. All prices quoted are in Australian dollars, inclusive of GST. Voyages general terms and conditions apply, visit voyages.com.au/terms. Main photo credit: Carlisle Rogers

Engulfed by a landscape of breathtaking contrast, Home Valley Station is located 

on the iconic Gibb River Road, at the foot of the majestic Cockburn Range. 

A truly unique and intimate Kimberley wilderness experience with a 

warm and decidedly Australian style of hospitality.

Reignite your spirit of adventure. 

Reel in that elusive Barramundi from 

the banks of the Pentecost River, 

swim in natural sapphire pools 

dwarfed by ancient red gorges or 

explore Australia’s last frontier 

from the air or by foot.

InCludeS

+  2 nights stay in a 

Guesthouse Room

+  Daily buff et breakfast

+  Access to walking trails

+  Entertainment at 

Dusty Bar & Grill

OutbAck 
PACKaGe

$210* 2 nights
PEr PERSON
TwIN sHARE
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KALBARRI EDGE RESORT

Edge Seniors Deals!
Luxury accommodation
*$71.50 per person per night...
that is less than half price!

Includes FREE restaurant breakfast daily
FREE courtesy coach pick up and Rainbow Jungle transfers
FREE welcome drink
FREE upgrade to spa suite. Min 2 persons  
And FREE desserts when having dinner at Edge Restaurant 
(with main course)
*conditions apply

BOOK NOW
www.kalbarriedge.com.au
info@kalbarriedge.com.au

1800 286 155

HAGN#301-047472

Luxury new resort next to town centre

Book your stay at Kooljaman, where every guest is family 

and you are always welcome home.
www.kooljaman.com.au

Ph 9192 4970  Email reservations@kooljaman.com.au
Kooljaman is proudly owned by the Bardi Communities of Djarindjin and Ardyaloon.

EXPERIENCE  |  EXPLORE  |  CONNECT  |  LEARN  |  PLAY  |   RELAX

Kooljaman
                                    at Cape Leveque

HAGN#301-0406502

    

ENJOY MAGNIFICENT SUNSETS

PAY 2 STAY 3 NIGHTS*
• Kalbarri Motor Hotel offers budget style 
  accommodation with ocean views
• Located in the main part of town 
• Close to shops
• Short walk to river and beaches
• Restaurant premises - mouth watering menu, 
   Asian cuisine and gourmet pizza

*Excludes school holidays 

Ph: 9937 1000
Email: kalbarrihotel@wn.com.au

HAGN#301-047508

For information visit 
www.lionscancerinstitute.org.au

For bookings please contact:

4-6 August KARRATHA/DAMPIER 
Phone Dee Finch 0438 852 150 

8 & 9 August NEWMAN
Phone Jo McGowan 0405 666 737

11 & 12 August MEEKATHARRA
Phone Sue Carberry 0407 884 831

14 August DALWALLINU
Phone Cathy Mills 0429 611 303

LIONS Cancer Institute Mobile Skin 
Screening Clinic will be soon in your area...

HAGN#301-047153

by Mike Roennfeldt

LATE last month I was 
supposed to be having a 
wonderful time aboard a 
mate’s beautiful big boat 
up at the Abrolhos Islands, 
 shing the Geraldton and 
Districts Off shore Fishing 
Club’s annual Abrolhos 
Game shing Tournament.

The promise of good 
company and red hot  sh-
ing in the awesome setting 
of the Abrolhos had been 
dominating my waking 
thoughts for a while, but 
sometimes things just 

don’t work out. In this case 
it was a wedding in the 
family and I hadn’t woken 
up to the clash of dates.

At least it got me around 
to sorting out some  shing 
gear before the cancella-
tion. And while I was work-
ing out what I’d need up 
there, I remembered some 
of the great  shing of times 
past in those waters.

The Abrolhos consists 
of three groups of islands 
in a north-south chain. 
Many of the islands are 
not much more than 
rocks, sitting just a metre 

HOME Valley Station in 
Western Australia’s spec-
tacular East Kimberley, 
will be welcoming guests 
from 1 May following its 
annual hiatus over the wet 
season. 

To celebrate the re-
opening, the heritage 
cattle station off ers a two-
night package* from $210 
per person, twin share. 

“Home Valley Station 

off ers a quintessentially 
Australian outback expe-
rience where guests can 
enjoy genuine hospital-
ity while discovering the 
spectacular landscapes 
of the Kimberley. We’re 
delighted to be opening 
our doors for the 2017 
season,” says Voyages In-
digenous Tourism Austra-
lia’s chief executive offi  cer 
Andrew Williams.

Located on the iconic 
Gibb River Road, at the 
foot of the majestic Cock-
burn Range, the historic 
station is the ideal base 
from which to explore the 
pristine wilderness. 

Guests can enjoy a 
range of adventurous ac-
tivities including sunset 
touring, Station 4wd tours, 
scenic  ights or soaking 
up the atmosphere at the 

famous Dusty Bar and 
Grill. During the season 
other activities on off er will 
include hiking, swimming 
in pools surrounded by 
ancient red gorges, heli-
 shing, horse riding, boat-
ing, star gazing, nature 
and crocodile spotting 
and barramundi  shing on 
the Pentecost River. 

The package includes 
two nights’ twin share ac-
commodation in a guest-
house room, daily buff et 
breakfast, access to walk-
ing trails and entertain-
ment at Dusty Bar and 
Grill.

Home Valley Station 
off ers a range of accom-
modation options for trav-
ellers – from comfortable 
guesthouse rooms and el-
egant grass castles over-
looking Bindoola Creek 
to eco tents and camping 
facilities.

*Conditions apply, sub-
ject to availability. Rate is 
available for travel 1-31 
May 2017. 

For bookings contact 
travel@voyages.com.
au or 1300 134 044 For 
further information go to: 
www.hvstation.com.au

Fishing in the Abrolhos Islands

Mackerel  shing can be red hot at the Abrolhos

or two above sea level, but 
protected against the rav-
ages of the open ocean 
by wide expanses of very 
shallow coral reefs. While 
the Abrolhos is renowned 
for its once violent his-
tory and the fact that it is 
one of our most important 
cray shing areas, it also 
has the distinction of being 
the closest place to Perth 
where you can enjoy the 
best of the northern sport 
 shing experience.

Not only do some of 
our most highly regarded 
northern species call the 
place home, but there’s 
a fair mix of the best of 
what the south has to of-
fer as well. A session troll-
ing around the maze of 
islands is just as likely to 
turn up a huge yellowtail 
king sh as a hard running 
Spanish mackerel. And for 
those who get their kicks 
bottom bouncing, the next 
 sh coming up could just 
as easily be a dhu sh as a 
coral trout. In fact, there’s 
everything from herring to 
marlin on tap up there. You 
just have to decide what 
range of species you in-
tend to target.

The trolling can be awe-
some. We used to do 
most of our  shing around 
the middle and southern 
groups of islands, where 
you could invariably spot 
some sort of seabird ac-
tivity somewhere if you 
scanned the horizon for 
a few seconds. Funnily 
enough though, the most 
action didn’t always come 
from around the bait  sh 
schools. There were par-
ticular underwater features 
that seemed to hold Span-
iards, Samsons and kings, 
while the bird activity gen-
erally signalled the pres-
ence of smaller tuna and 
shark mackerel. These 
days the tournament is 
based around Pigeon Is-
land in the Wallabi Group 
and most of our  shing 
takes place farther north 
than it used to.

There are plans to de-
velop more tourism oppor-
tunities at the Abrolhos but 
as it is now, the only easy 
ways you can enjoy the 
islands experience is by 
taking a charter or owning 
a big boat yourself. Some 
of the more adventurous 
Geraldton locals make 
the long haul out there in 
boats as small as 6m in 
the right conditions, but 
it’s not something for the 
inexperienced or under-
prepared.

© Carlisle Rogers

Home Valley Station located in the East 
Kimberley re-opens for the new season

RECORD rainfall in the Kimberley during this year’s wet 
season means that visitors to the area are in for a treat 
with waterfalls in full  ow, an abundance of wildlife and 
stunning scenery.

It’s the perfect time to visit the area and to cruise 
along the Kimberley coast.

Multi-award winning cruise company Kimberley 
Quest is operating wilderness expeditions along the 
coast between Broome and Wyndham.

The Kimberley Quest II is a 25 metre vessel which has 
been designed for relaxing while exploring the coastline. 
The custom design of the boat allows them to visit areas 
that many other Kimberley cruises cannot reach. 

While on board guests can enjoy indoor and outdoor 
dining areas, a refreshing dip in the spa and gourmet 
cuisine prepared by the on-board chef. 

Kimberley Quest takes a maximum of 18 guests and 
the personalised service and attention to detail means 
that people will enjoy the amazing surrounds in com-
plete comfort and luxury. 

Guests can select from one of their exciting Kimber-
ley cruise options for their Kimberley adventure.

There are a range of Kimberley tours available and the 
daily activities aboard provide lots of opportunities for 
guests to really explore the region. 

With custom-built tender vessels, guests have the 
opportunity to explore the untouched river systems, 
view ancient Aboriginal rock art and  sh the tidal creeks. 
They will discover the in-depth history of the area, view 
rugged cliff s, caves, waterfalls and gorges, spot wildlife, 
enjoy refreshing dips in secluded waterholes and much 
more.

The Kimberley is proli c with islands, whirlpools, in-
lets, extensive waterfalls, pristine beaches and unfor-
gettable scenery that will take a visitor’s breath away. 

The team at Kimberley Quest will convey their pas-
sion for this ancient land, forging the sights and sounds 
of the area into their guest’s memory forever.

Don’t miss the opportunity to visit the area as the phe-
nomenal wet season subsides to reveal the extensive 
beauty which may be a once in a lifetime opportunity. 
Visit www.kimberleyquest.com.au for further informa-
tion on Kimberley Quest cruises.

Record rainfalls in the Kimberley make it 
the perfect time to cruise the coast

Complete comfort and luxury on-board

NORTH WEST
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1 and 2 Bedroom a/c, self contained, rustic loft style 
chalets, nestled in 64 acres of natural bushland in the heart 

of the Margaret River Wine Region. 
Close to wineries, town, beach, all natural and tourist 

attractions. Abundant birdlife and wildlife, pet friendly too.

Bookings: 9755 5266 
 Web: www.cavesroadchalets.com.au 

Email admin@cavesroadchalets.com.au
Lot 5023 Caves Rd, Cowaramup WA

Explore Margaret River 
from your own private chalet

1 d 2 B d / lf t i d

HAGN#301-047603

We cater for all, as we have cabins, cottages, glamping tents, caravan/
tents sites and beautiful natural unpowered sites all in bush setting. 

We are two minutes drive to the lake where you can swim, 
enjoy water sports, relax and even camp the night under the stars. 

Come and see us, we look forward to meeting our old and new friends.

147 Invarell Road, Waroona  Ph: 9733 3000
Email: linda@navarino.com.au  www.navarino.com.au

Family Holiday Park 

only 1 hour from Perth

HAGN#301-011749

14 Norham St, North Perth
Tel: 9444 5455  Mob: 0419 838 282 
Email: stay@abovebored.com.au
Web: www.abovebored.com.au

Children and Pets WELCOME...we even like Adults! 
Above Bored Bed and Breakfast offers exclusive, non-intrusive, boutique 
hotel accommodation in North Perth, Western Australia. Catering equally 
to the lone traveller looking for an inexpensive home away from home, 
couples seeking a romantic getaway, or families where the children and 
pets aren’t frowned upon, this charming Bed and Breakfast suits all.
Pets stay for FREE. No Pet Bond. Pets can stay in guest rooms. 
Free wi  and parking all rooms all stays. Take a virtual tour on our website. 
STAY A WEEK GET YOUR 8TH NIGHT FREE, 
PLUS MULTIPLE ROOM DISCOUNTS               AAA RATED ★★★★

HAGN#301-047/409

“ALL FOUR-LEGGED GUESTS RECEIVE GIFTS”

Quality pet friendly three bedroom cottage in 
a country setting on 100 acres with outstanding views 

and a wonderfully peaceful ambience.

Relaxing country accommodation
Visit www.blueskyretreat.com.au for details and rates.

Email: blueskyretreat@westnet.com.au
Mobile 0419 929 310

Lot 15 Huitson Rd, Greenbushes WA 6254

BlueSky Retreat Cottage

HAGN#301-047622

HAGN#301-047606

Coraki Holiday Cottages is riverside accommodation
on ten acres of rolling lawns, surrounded by native

bushland, located 12 km from Albany’s CBD.  
You and your dog are welcome.

2 & 3 Bedroom cottages available.
$15/dog (maximum 2 dogs)

16 Nanarup Rd, Lower King, Albany WA
Phone: 9844 7068 or 0456 704 008

Email: info@corakicottages.com.au
Website: www.corakicottages.com.au

Phone 9753 1128 or 0400 765 244 
Email: jo.grangeview@gmail.com 

861 Queen Elizabeth Ave, Ambergate Busselton

Grangeview Guest House welcomes pets

Wake up to the sounds of  tranquility, relax 
and breathe the fresh air. Accommoda-
tion with style and comfort with a relaxed 
country lifestyle and bush setting.
Located approx 10km from the town 
centre, close to the Margaret River winery 
region and nearby attractions. 
Self  contained 2 bed QB private ensuite, 
fully furnished unit,TV, DVD, r/c air-con.
Nature walks, paved verandahs, farm 
animals lots of  space to walk dogs. HAGN#301-047630

DR SARAH Rossetti (pictured 
above) has been successfully run-
ning Above Bored bed and break-
fast in North Perth for the past 14 
years.  

Dr Rossetti, a personable  lm 
and television screenwriter, be-

lieves that what B&Bs have to off er 
is the comfort of knowing that an 
experienced host lives on-site  as 
well as the price advantage.  

“B&B guests are looking for 
something diff erent to bog stan-
dard, often overpriced, hotel 
rooms.  

“We have many regulars, who 
know they cannot run up a bill here.  

“They enter via a code and pull 
the door behind them when they 
leave, so it’s relaxed.  

“We include free breakfast, WiFi 
and parking, and if they book more 
than one room, or stay a week, they 
receive great discounts,” she said.

Above Bored is an AAA four star 
rated, 1927 Federation home and 
cottage just  ve minutes north of 
Perth CBD, in a quiet street.   

“We have child friendly and pet 
friendly accommodation where 
pets stay free. They can stay in 

guests’ bedrooms without a pet 
bond,” Dr Rosetti said.

“It’s knowing what pleases 
guests, like spacious rooms, no 
shared bathrooms or stairs, the 
comfort of knowing children are 
never frowned upon, and pets al-
ways welcome,” she said.  

“My personality as a writer and 
diver is re ected in the King room 
bathroom’s amazing underwater 
fresco ceiling, which kids adore; 
in the romantic en-suited mas-
ter room with French doors and a 
gas log  replace. Pet owners and 
car fanatics love the garden room 
cottage because pets romp freely 
in the secure back yard, and cars 
are tucked away safely in its own 
remote controlled garage.”

For more information and book-
ings contact 9444 5455, email 
stay@abovebored.com.au or visit  
www.abovebored.com.au.

What makes a bed and breakfast appealing? 

CAVES Road Chalets is 
the perfect spot to escape 
the bustle of everyday life. 
They are nestled amidst 
the picturesque bush 
land Margaret River is re-
nowned for. Each chalet is 
fully self-contained, with 
air-conditioning, wood 
burning  res, linen and 
everything you need for a 
relaxing holiday.

Kids will have plenty to 
do, with their own play-
ground, and loads of plac-
es to explore. There are 
wonderful attractions for 
families in the south west, 
including mazes, ani-

mal farms, mini-golf and 
heaps more. To make life 
easy for people with chil-
dren, they have cots, high 
chairs and baby baths.

Pets are more than 
welcome to join in on a 
Margaret River adven-
ture too, on request, and 
with 64-acres to run free, 
pups will love their new 
backyard. Most dogs 
are accepted. They are 
charged at $11 per night 
per dog. Maximum two 
to a chalet. Each chalet 
has an enclosed dog run 
alongside it or at the back 
of it.

Explore Margaret River from your own private chalet
From the chalet, you 

can explore the many 
wonders of the Margaret 
River region. Dive into the 
beautiful Indian Ocean, 
just minutes from your 
new home, or take in the 
stunning wildlife and  ora 
on a relaxing hike through 
natural bush land.

Each chalet features 
one or two bedrooms, as 
well as a  at screen TV 
and DVD player – perfect 
for a cosy night in with a 
bottle of wine from the fa-

mous wine region. Guests 
may also like to visit the 
charming township, which 
features some of the best 
food and wine establish-
ments in Australia.

During the day you 
can head out and join a 
wine tour, or explore the 
world-class vineyards, 
breweries, distilleries and 
restaurants. The getaway 
can be as action-packed 
or relaxed as required – 
one of the many beauties 
of Margaret River. 

MOST dog lovers don’t like to leave 
their precious fur babies behind when 
they go on holidays.

But before taking your pooch on holi-
days it’s always good to make sure they 
are up-to-date with all their vaccina-
tions. If it is likely that dogs will be mix-
ing with various other canines, be sure 
to treat them with a C5 vaccination. C5 
vaccinates against severe kennel cough 
and dogs of any age can be aff ected. 

We all know dogs love to go explor-
ing, especially when in new locations. 
It’s well worth making sure your animal 
is micro-chipped and has a collar tag 
with your mobile number on it. 

And don’t forget to bring dog food, 
dog bowls for water and food, some 
clean bedding, a few toys and of course 
a leash.

This month we’ve compiled this 
handy guide to accommodation options 
which are pet friendly. 

Albany
Coraki Holiday Cottages off ers 

guests riverside accommodation on ten 
acres of rolling lawns and surrounded 
by beautiful bushland only 12km from 
Albany. Dogs are welcome to stay at the 
two and three bedroom cottages. For 
more information call 0456 704 008 or 
email info@corakicottages.com.au

Augusta
Flinders Bay Caravan Park is Augus-

ta’s only beachfront holiday park and 
they welcome dogs. Call 9780 5636 for 
bookings.

Bridgetown
Sunny Hurst Chalets in Bridgetown 

off er  ve fully self contained two          
bedroom chalets and welcome guests 
to holiday with their pets. Sunny Hurst 
is located in a tranquil area which is 
perfect to discover the delights of the 
Bridgetown area. Call 9761 1081 or 
email enquiries@sunnyhurstchalets.
com.au for bookings.

Busselton
The popular holiday town is always 

a pleasant place to stay. Grangeview 
Guest House welcomes pets at its self 
contained two bed unit located in a 
relaxed bush setting. The unit is fully 
furnished with television, DVD, reverse 
cycle air-conditioning the master bed-
room has an ensuite. There is plenty of 
space to walk dogs and it’s close to the 
Margaret River wine region. Call 0400 
765 244 or email jo.grangeview@gmail.
com for bookings.

Cowaramup
Caves Road Chalets off er one and 

two bedroom self contained rustic loft 
style chalets in 64 acres of natural bush-
land. Close to the heart of the Marga-
ret River region and all its delights, this 
is the perfect spot to relax and enjoy a 
break with your pets. Call 9755 5266 or 
email admin@cavesroadchalets.com.au 
for bookings.

Greenbushes 
The BlueSky Retreat off ers a pet 

friendly three-bedroom cottage in a 
country setting on 100 acres. Off ering 
outstanding views with a peaceful am-
bience this is the perfect place to enjoy 
a family holiday. Call 0419 929 310 or 
email blueskyretreat@westnet.com.au 
for bookings.

Margaret River
Beachside Prevelly Villas off er 

guests  ve holiday homes in Prevelly 
Park to choose from. The villas are lo-
cated across from the store and it’s an 
easy walk to the pristine dog beaches 
in the area. These villas off er the per-
fect aff ordable beachside getaway 
with you pooch. Call 0417 969 770 for 
bookings.

Nannup
The Loose Goose Chalets are locat-

ed in the Jarrah Forests of Nannup and 
off er the visitor individual self contained 
chalets or a dormitory style bedroom 
for up to 20 people. These are popular 
all year round and the chalets off er log 
 res in winter. Dogs are welcome and 
it’s the perfect spot to enjoy the pristine 
forests in the area. Call 9756 1170 for 
bookings. 

Perth
For those who need to visit Perth and 

bring your dog, Above Bored Bed and 
Breakfast say they welcome children, 
pets and even adults.

Located close to the CBD in North 
Perth, this bed and breakfast is a home 
away from home where pets are wel-
come to stay in the rooms and their 
owners are not charged a pet bond. 
Contact stay@abovebored.com.au or 
call 9444 5455 for bookings.

Waroona
The Lake Navarino Family Holiday 

Park has a range of accommodation 
to suit every taste and budget. There 
are cabins, cottages, caravan and tent 
sites and the popular glamping tents all 
located in a bush setting. Located two 
minutes drive to a lake where visitors 
can swim, enjoy water sports or just re-
lax, this is the perfect spot to enjoy a re-
laxed holiday with your dog. Call 9733 
3000 or email linda@navarino.com.au 

Holidays options 
with pets in WA

HOLIDAYING WITH DOGS

BEACHSIDE 
PREVELLY VILLAS

Dog friendly accommodation
Ph 0417 969 770 or 9757 2277

www.prevellyvillas.com.au

HAGN#301-047586

Five spotless holiday homes located in 
Margaret River, some with ocean views.

Easy walks / access to pristine dog beaches
Priced from $175 per night

Opposite local store and cafe

Tracey & Cos invite you to stay in any one of their 
5 chalets; The Sunrise, Sunset, Misty, Meadows 

& Shadow Chalet.
One 2bed QB chalet and four 2brm Swiss style timber 

chalets, fully contained, an intimate atmosphere for 
winter and summer. Log  re, BBQ, TV/DVD, mini golf, 

feed the livestock, tranquil atmosphere. 
Ph: 9761 1081  Lot 15 Doust St Bridgetown

Email: enquiries@sunnyhurstchalets.com.au

Holiday with YOUR Pets
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ENJOY sea breezes, stunning sunsets and easy strolls 
to nearby pristine beaches (and dog beaches), from a 
superbly located holiday house. 

The Sea Gardens Café is a beach cafe and is a brisk 
walk away and the Prevelly store is opposite the villas.

The houses are well priced for guests and pets are 
genuinely welcome, with enclosed yards at each villa. 

The  ve villas off er three bedrooms each, wood 
 res, air conditioning/heating and spacious private sur-
roundings giving you the opportunity to truly relax and 
enjoy the seaside holiday ambience of Prevelly Park.

Call Peter and Deirdre 0417 969 770 or 9757 2277 or 
visit www.prevellyvillas.com.au

Pets welcome at the 
beachside Prevelly Villas 

in Margaret River

A SELECTION of new 
great days out are 
planned for the Club 55 
travel club starting on the 
13 April and departing 
from Belmont, Bassen-
dean, Bullcreek, Boora-
goon, Perth City, Innaloo 
and Whitfords. 

Club 55 off ers people 
free membership and a 
great way to meet and 
make new friends.  

They have good news 
for seniors’ social clubs 
with the 2017 Group Day 
Tour brochure recently 
released which contains 
more than 80 aff ordable 
day tours starting from 
only $25 per person.  

There are lots of new 
day tours this year and 
clubs only need to get 
a group of 15 or more 
people together for Club 
55 to provide a pick up 

service from the club or a 
location wherever is con-
venient for the members.  

You can be assured 
of a great day out with 
owner Chris Hadland 
who has been conduct-
ing tours for Perth’s se-
niors for more than 30 
years. His is a truly West 
Australian family owned 
and operated business. 

Call Chris Hadland’s 
daughter Tanya on 
1300 653 696 between 
9am and 2pm or visit 
their web page at www.
club55.com.au where 
people can download 
the latest brochures. 
There is a section for 
group bookings and for 
individuals where they 
can book and pay for 
their outings online and 
signup for free member-
ship to the travel club . 

Club 55 Travel is proud 
to support Have a Go 
News and will be adver-
tising all of their upcom-
ing tours on page three 
each month. They will 
also be supporting Have 
a Go News with monthly 
prizes for a regular com-
petition. They look for-
ward to welcoming you 
on their tours.

Club 55 travel club 
present new day tours

TRAVELLERS planning and bud-
geting for their upcoming 2017 Eu-
ropean summer holidays can now 
take advantage of Rail Europe’s dis-
counted Eurostar journeys. 

Bookings made by 24 April, can 
enjoy one-way fares on journeys 
between London/Ebbs eet/Ash-
ford and Brussels, and between 

Lille/Calais and Paris starting from 
$A66. 

Travel is valid till 20 August 2017. 
Please allow for foreign exchange 
 uctuations. 

Black-out dates and terms and 
conditions apply.

Visit www.raileurope.com.au for 
more information and bookings.

Eurostar journeys on sale for 
Australian travellers

HAGN#301-047635

HAGN#301-047585

“You will love Nannup”

PH 9756 1170  www.loosegoose.com.au

Three self contained chalets nestled in pristine bush. 
Relax with your pet in the peaceful rural retreat. 

Explore local cafes, day trip to coast 
or tall trees. Enjoy cosy log  res at night.

MEMBERS of the WA 
Bush Poets will be sharing 
the stage with Jarrah Celt-
ic Band at the Colonial Vil-
lage at this year’s Moon-
dyne Festival in Toodyay 
on Sunday 7 May.  

They will also be busk-
ing with musicians Kate 
Linke and Warwick Trant. 
Kate, a genuine country 
girl has been a popular 
attraction since the group 
started performing at 
Moondyne. 

The Bush Poets will be 

reciting poems from the 
early days of European 
settlement in Australia 
as well as more modern 
works.

WA Bush Poets will re-
turn to Toodyay for their 
annual state champion-
ships from 3 - 5 Novem-
ber. This year the Austra-
lian championships are 
being held in conjunction 
with the Bush Poetry Fes-
tival. Having been widely 
promoted in the eastern 
states, this event prom-

Bush Poets head to the 
Moondyne Festival in Toodyay

ises to put Toodyay on 
the bush poetry map and 
bring a good number of 
visitors to this historic 
town

Some of the best bush 
poets from across Austra-
lia will be converging on 
Toodyay for the Australian 
Championships.  Visi-
tors to the Bush Poetry 
Festival can be assured 
of a feast of traditional 
and modern poetry in the 
style of the great mas-
ters Banjo Paterson and 
Henry Lawson. There will 
also be a concert on the 
Friday night and a fam-
ily bush dance on the 
Saturday night. Everyone 
is welcome and there is 
no charge for any of the 
weekend.

For more about the 
competition check the 
bush poet’s website www.
wabushpoets.asn.au or 
contact the president, 
Bill Gordon president@
wabushpoets.asn.au or 
phone 0428 651 098.

Flinders Bay Caravan Park is Augusta’s only 
beachfront holiday park... 

Flinders Bay Caravan Park

Dog-friendly (dogs must be kept on a leash)
Quiet location - Relaxed atmosphere - Undercover BBQs 

Private and shady grassy sites - Three ablution blocks

Bookings 9780 5636
HAGN#301-047655



15 DAYS $5,195*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick-up and return and transfers 
throughout

 Kings Tour Manager subject to minimum 
numbers (10 passengers or more)

 Return economy airfares including taxes
 2 nights at the Parkroyal Darling Harbour
 12 Night Cruise on-board the Celebrity 
Solstice

 All meals and entertainment on-board 
the cruise

 Cruise Port Charges, taxes and gratuities

19 DECEMBER 2017
TO 2 JANUARY 2018

FROM

CHRISTMAS
NEW ZEALAND 
CRUISE

7 DAYS $2,995*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
  Kings Tour Manager*
 Return economy airfares and taxes
 3-nights accommodation in the Adelaide Hills
 3-nights accommodation in the seaside 
suburb of Glenelg in Adelaide

 Breakfast daily, 4 lunches and 6 dinners
 All sightseeing and entry fees as per the 
itinerary

 Deluxe coach travel throughout
 Luncheon Cruise on Captain Proud Paddle 
Boat Cruises

 Christmas Day Buffet Lunch... and more!

21 TO 27 DECEMBER 2017

FROM

CHRISTMAS IN THE 
ADELAIDE HILLS
& GLENELG

8 DAYS $4,350*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
 Kings Tour Manager*
 Exclusive Kings Tour of the Red Centre with 
luxury coach travel

 Stop at the Camel Farm
 Experience sunrise at Kata Tjuta
 Witness a breathtaking Uluru sunset
  Return economy airfares
  7 nights accommodation 
  Breakfast daily and 4 dinners
  Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary

14 TO 21 AUGUST 2017

FROM

RED CENTRE 
ALICE SPRINGS  AYERS ROCK  

 KINGS CANYON

Head Office
110d Cambridge Street, West Leederville WA 6007

P: 08 9380 6656  |  E: office@kingstours.com.au 
www.kingstours.com.auEvery Monday Morning

Find us at Marmion Branch
Northern Beaches Travel & Cruise

Shop 1B, Marmion Village, 19 Sheppard Way
Marmion WA 6020 | P: 08 9246 1222

8 DAYS $3,590*

8 DAYS $3,990* 7 DAYS $2,870* 15 DAYS $8,790*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
 Kings Tour Manager*
 Exclusive Kings Tour of Cairns with luxury 
coach travel

 Return economy airfares
 7 nights accommodation at the 4 Star 
Hilton Hotel

 Breakfast daily, 3 lunches and 5 dinners
 Explore the sights of Cairns
 A day at Kuranda including the Kuranda 
Railway and Skyrail Rainforest Cableway

 Cruise on Lake Barrine
 Sightseeing and entry fees as per the 
itinerary

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick up and return by Hughes*
 Kings Tour Manager
 Return economy airfares and taxes flying 
Singapore Airlines

 Exclusive Kings Tour of Singapore
 7-nights at Hotel Jen, Orchard Road
 Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary
 Breakfast daily, 1 high tea, 1 lunch and 2 dinners
 Singapore Sights & Chinatown tour
 Visit Gardens by the Bay

24 JULY TO 31 JULY 2017

9 TO 16 SEPTEMBER 2017

FROM

FROM

16 DAYS $3,750*
FROM FROM FROM

CAIRNS

SINGAPORE
AUTUMN FESTIVAL

17 DAYS $11,295*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
 Kings Tour Manager*
 Return economy airfares and taxes flying 
Cathay Pacific

 Arrival & Departure Transfers
 2-nights Exclusive stay in Vancouver including 
touring

 10-night Scenic in the Rockies Tour
 Luxury Coach Travel
 Breakfast daily, 2 lunches and 6 dinners
 Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary
 Tipping and Gratuities and local guide
 Enjoy a magical Christmas Day at the 
Fairmont Lake Louise... and more!

17 DECEMBER 2017 
TO 1 JANUARY 2018

FROM

CHRISTMAS IN
CANADA

17 DAYS $9,250*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
 Kings Tour Manager*
 Return economy airfares and taxes
 First class coach touring throughout Europe
 Local Tour Director and professional driver
 14-nights deluxe accomodation
 Breakfast Daily and 9 dinners
 All excursions and sightseeing
 Visit the 500 year old Christmas Market in 
Salzburg

 Horse-drawn carriage ride through the 
picturesque countryside in Tyrol

 Attend Europe’s biggest indoor Christmas 
Market in Zurich

 Christmas Eve Highlight dinner in Brigg

12 TO 28 DECEMBER 2017

FROM

CHRISTMAS IN
EUROPE

7 DAYS $3,990*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
  Kings Tour Manager*
 Exclusive Kings Tour of Darwin and Kakadu
  Return economy airfares
  3 nights’ accommodation at the Doubletree 
by Hilton Darwin

 3 nights’ accommodation at the Mercure 
Crocodile Kakadu

  Luxury Coach Travel throughout
  Breakfast daily, 1 lunch and 2 dinners
  Sightseeing and entry fees as per the 
itinerary

30 JULY TO 5 AUGUST 2017

FROM

WONDERS OF 
DARWIN

6 DAYS $4,490*

TOUR INCLUSIONS
  Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
  Kings Tour Manager*
  Return economy airfares
  1 nights accommodation at the Doubletree 
by Hilton Darwin

  3 nights on board the Legendary Ghan in 
Gold Service

  1 nights accommodation at the Crowne 
Plaza Adelaide

  Transfers throughout
  Breakfast daily, 3 dinners and  3 lunches
  All sightseeing and entry fees as per the 
itinerary 

12 TO 17 SEPTEMBER 2017

FROM

GHAN EXPEDITION

FULLY ESCORTED PREMIUM TOURS BY KINGS TOURS & TRAVEL

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick up and return by Hughes*
  Kings Tour Manager*
  One way airfare including taxes with 
Singapore Airlines

  12 nights on-board the Sea Princess
  All meals and entertainment 
  Australian dollars on-board
  3 nights at the Royal Plaza on Scotts
  Sightseeing and entry fees as per the itinerary
  Breakfast daily, 1 high tea, 13 lunch and 12 
dinners

FREMANTLE TO 
SINGAPORE

8 TO 23 OCTOBER 2017

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
 Kings Tour Manager*
 Return economy airfares and taxes
 2-nights accommodation in Melbourne
 Colonial Tramcar Dinner
  Melbourne Sights Tour
 4-night Queen Mary 2 Cruise from 
Melbourne to Melbourne

 All meals and entertainment on board 
 Transfers throughout

TOUR INCLUSIONS
 Home pick-up and return by Hughes*
 Kings Tour Manager*
 Return Economy Airfares & Taxes flying 
Cathay Pacific

 12 nights accommodation including private 
facilities

 English speaking National Guide 
throughout the tour

 All transportation, daily tours and 
admission fees

 Bullet train tickets and luggage transport
 Breakfast Daily, 9 Lunches and 8 Dinners

QUEEN MARY 2
JAPAN16 TO 22 FEBRUARY 2018
3 TO 17 APRIL 2018

FOR FULL ITINERARIES VISIT WWW.KINGSTOURS.COM.AU
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See the sights and soak 
up the stories on the self-
drive Leonora loop trails.

Step back in time at 
Gwalia ghost town and 
museum on the edge of 
an opencut goldmine.

After a busy day 
exploring, stay the night 
in Hoover House B&B.

Museum: 9037 7122
Info Centre: 9037 7016
www.leonora.wa.gov.au
www.gwalia.org.au

EXPLORE
Gwalia & Leonora

HAGN#301-047584

by June Kingston Smith

“ARE you going to hire a 
car or do lots of tours?” 
friends asked. “No, we’re 
just going to spend our 
time in town,” we said. 
“No lazing on the beach 
or sitting in a coach or 
4-wheel drive for hours.”

“You’ll run out of things 
to do,” they said. But we 
didn’t. We had  ve lovely 
days in Broome, soaking 
up its history and enjoying 
warm sunshine instead of 
hibernating during a cold 
winter in Perth.

Broome, named in 
1883 after the Governor 
of WA, Sir Frederick Napi-
er Broome, has a lot to of-
fer. After a smooth  ight, 
landing in what seemed 
like the middle of town, a 

quick trip in a mini-bus full 
of people soon had us at 
our hotel. 

We were hungry and 
had missed lunch so 
were directed to the Run-
way Bar and Restaurant 
in Carnarvon Street. As 
we sat outside enjoying 
the weather and our meal 
(accompanied of course, 
by a nice Riesling) we 
soon found out why it 
was called the Runway. 

Day two began with 
breakfast and, as we 
were now on ‘Broome 
time’, at 9.30 we strolled 
slowly down the road to 
Matso’s, the award win-
ning café and brewery, 
which had been recom-
mended by our daughter. 

Originally the Union 
Bank, it was built in 1910 

in Sheba Lane, an area 
notorious for opium dens 
and brothels (probably 
a good place to locate a 
bank). The building was 
eventually moved and 
became a store, then 
was moved again in 1997 
to its current location in 
Hamersley Street where it 
morphed into a café and 
brewery. Lucky for us.

After lunch we saun-
tered along Carnarvon 
Street, past four life size 
statues paying tribute to 
men and their involve-
ment in establishing 
Broome as the centre of 
the world’s pearling in-
dustry and stopped at 
Sun Pictures, the world’s 
oldest operating open-air 
picture gardens. 

The Kimberley Coast 

Celebrating the staircase of the moon in Broome

Left to right; Relics from the Pearl Luggers - Cable Beach - Sun Pictures - Beautiful scenery
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has the biggest tides in 
the southern hemisphere 
– the diff erence between 
high and low tide can be 
up to 10 metres. At ex-
tremely low tides the full 
moon rises over exposed 
mud ats in Roebuck Bay 
creating the illusion of a 
staircase reaching to the 
moon.

As it was the  rst night 
of this famous Broome 
phenomenon (and the 
reason we were here) we 
decided to watch it on the 
beachfront of the Man-
grove Hotel. 

The lawn area was 
 lled with tables and 
chairs, food kiosks and a 
bar, and the atmosphere 
was buzzing. At 5.47 pm 
people were jostling for 
position at the railings as 
the moon made its  rst 
surreal appearance, a 
tiny curve of bright colour 
seeming to rise from the 
water. As it slowly climbed 
into the sky the ‘staircase’ 
appeared below it and we 
stood mesmerised. 

Because of the crowd 
we decided to  nd an-
other place for dinner, so 
walked to the 18 Degrees 
Restaurant, located in 
the Seaview Shopping 

Centre near our hotel, 
and managed to get the 
last available table. Good 
food and an extensive 
wine list. Bliss.

The following day we 
strolled into Chinatown, 
browsed the shops in 
Johnny Chi Lane and 
enjoyed coff ee and 
sandwiches under some 
shady trees in the garden 
of a little café before join-
ing Calvin, the owner/op-
erator of Top Deck Tours 
for an afternoon tour.

We sat on the top deck 
of his wonderful old red 
double decker bus while 
Calvin provided an in-
formative and humor-
ous commentary as he 
drove our group around 
Broome’s famous places, 
including of course, Ca-
ble Beach, to which we 
returned in the late after-
noon on a local bus (reli-
able and easy to use). 

Upon  nding a table 
facing the ocean (natural-
ly) at the Sunset Bar and 
Grill at Cable Beach Re-
sort we sat back to watch 
the amazing sunset about 
which we had been told. 

We weren’t disappoint-
ed. As the sky turned from 
blue to orange the blazing 

sun seemed to sink into 
the water with the same 
eff ect as the moon rising 
from it, a wonderful spec-
tacle of colours. 

Discovering we were 
in time to watch that eve-
ning’s Staircase to the 
Moon at Town Beach, 
the site of the World War 
II Japanese air attack in 
1942 and a few minutes 
from our hotel, we found 
a lively market taking 
place on the lawn area. 

The following morning 
we walked to Dampier 
Terrace for the Pearl Lug-
gers’ Classic Pearling 
Tour, which actually took 
place on their premises. 
It was a fascinating hour-
long talk on the history 
of the pearling industry 
which began in the 1800s 
with the collection of 
Mother of Pearl shell, 
used for the production of 
buttons. 

In the afternoon we 
returned by local bus to 
Cable Beach. Well, we 
couldn’t leave Broome 
without a camel ride at 
sunset, could we?

Plodding along that 
long stretch of sandy 
beach on Gemma and 
watching the wonder-

ful sun sinking in a blaze 
of glorious colour again 
was an experience I will 
remember always. It’s not 
every day you can see a 
marvellous sunset from 
the back of a camel. 

Back in our room, I 
drew back the curtains. 
We had a view of the 
ocean over the roof tops 
and there was the  rst 
glimpse of the moon be-
ginning its climb into the 
sky.

From the comfort of 
our balcony we watched 
it rise elegantly until the 
‘stairs’ turned to a silver 
shimmer on the black 
water. A private viewing. 
What a way to celebrate 
our last night. 

Five days had passed 
very quickly and now we 
had to adjust our watch-
es from ‘Broome time’ 
back to Perth time. 

No helicopter  ights; 
no four wheel driving; no 
20,000 year-old Aborigi-
nal rock art or horizontal 
falls, but as we waited 
to board our plane we 
decided that they were 
terri c reasons to return 
to the welcoming and 
colourful town that is 
Broome.

Have a Go News is available from 
your local Spud Shed store;

Australind Cnr Forrest Hwy & Paris Rd
Baldivis 124 Kerosene Lane
Innaloo  Mega Centre, 
  37 Ellen Stirling Boulevard
Jandakot 630 Karel Avenue
Kelmscott 2853 Albany Highway
Mandurah Pinjarra & Ronlyn Roads
Morley  Coventry Village
  243-253 Walter Road
Wanneroo Wanneroo Farmer’s Market
  37-39 Prindiville Drive

Call in to your nearest Spud Shed 
and pick up Have a Go News

Cruise aboard the luxurious Celebrity 
Solstice on this 12 night cruise to New 
Zealand and experience the majesty of 
Milford Sound and enjoy beautiful gardens 

in Dunedin, Akaroa, Wellingtom, Rotorua, 
Auckland and spectacular Bay of Islands.

 1800 630 343 www.travelrite.com.ausales@travelrite.com.au

30 Oct to 12 Nov, 2017

GARDEN CRUISE TO

NEW ZEALAND
WITH DERYN THORPE

GARDEN CRUISE & TOUR OF JAPANJAPAN
Experience the culture and beautiful gardens on this 
10 night luxury cruise aboard Celebrity Millennium. 
Highlights include the masterpiece garden at the 

Katsura Imperial Villa in Kyoto, and the bonsai 
collection in the Omiya Museum in Tokyo.

20 Sep to 8 Oct, 2017

WITH SUE McDOUGAL

HAGN#301-047621
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FREE entry to Festival
FREE children entertainment and activities

Art competition & exhibition for both adults and youth
Iron Beast

Circle of Swords
Produce and Craft Stalls

Show Bags
Food and Refreshments available

Visit our website for more info wundowieironfestival.com.au
Like us on Facebook Wundowie Iron Festival 

or phone Helen on 0417 903 867

Wundowie Iron Festival
“It’s all about our iron history”

Proudly sponsored by:

Sunday 21 May 2017  9am-4pm
Wundowie Community Hall and Oval

HAGN#301-047587
HAGN#301-047638

York Town Hall
81 Avon Terrace
PO Box 22
York WA 6302
info@york.wa.gov.au
www.york.wa.gov.au

York Visitor Centre
Open 7 Days

9.30am-3.30pm
Closed daily for lunch 1pm-2pm

Night-time Stargazing - under the natural 
canopy of the night sky we are “dome free”.

THE SPACE PLACE OBSERVATORY
163 Howard Road, Julimar (near Toodyay)  

P: 9574 2295
E: stars@thespaceplace.com.au  
W: www.thespaceplace.com.au

HAG
N#301-047369

WUNDOWIE was the 
birthplace of WA’s iron 
industry and Wundowie 
Progress Association 
celebrate its heritage by 
holding an Iron Festival. 

The original concept 
for Wundowie was 
formed in 1942 following 
a feasibility study to es-
tablish an iron and steel 
industry in WA. By 1948 
the Wundowie charcoal 
iron and steel mill was 
opened. 

The town was built 
for the workers by State 
Housing and set out on 
an English Garden City 
plan. It has been reg-
istered as a heritage 
town. A drive around 
the streets of Wundowie 
is like driving through a 
1950s town. 

Wundowie was also 
the  rst home for many 
migrants who came to 
WA after WWII.

This year Wundowie 
Progress Association is 
holding the 10th annual 
Iron Festival on 21 May.  

A feature of the festi-
val is an art award and 
exhibition held in the 
community hall and the 
running of the Iron Beast 
competition on the adja-
cent sports oval. 

With free entry to the 
festival, there is lots of 
entertainment and activ-

Take a day trip to Wundowie for the 
Iron Festival in May

ities for children, includ-
ing machinery and tool 
preservation displays, 
circle of swords dem-
onstrations, produce 
and craft stalls, show 
bags and an art exhibi-
tion. There is something 
of interest for everyone. 
Food and refreshments 
will also be available. 

Attending the Wun-
dowie Iron Festival is 

a great opportunity 
to catch up with old 
friends. 

Wundowie is in the 
Shire of Northam ap-
proximately 65km east 
of Perth via the Great 
Eastern Highway and 
30km west of Northam. 

Visiting this year’s Iron 
Festival is the perfect 
scenic drive for any day 
tripper.

PICTURESQUE York 
is the perfect place to 
start a historic journey 
with a range of activities, 
accommodation and 
events encouraging visi-
tors to eat stay and play 
in this historic town situ-
ated less than 100 kms 
from Perth’s CBD.  

The journey through 
York starts at the York 
Visitor Centre, located at 
the iconic York Town Hall 
on Avon Terrace.  Avon 
Terrace is home to many 
other beautiful heritage 
buildings and attractions 

including the old court-
house and gaol, York 
Motor Museum, swing-
ing bridge, Residency 
Museum, Mt Brown 
Lookout and the old San-
dalwood Yards and Tip-
perary School Museum.

York also has a free 
24-hour RV parking on 
Lowe Street, by the Avon 
River and Pioneer Park, 
and has more than 300 
beds in accommoda-
tions that tailor to every 
taste and budget.

April sees York as the 
launching platform, in 

conjunction with the An-
nual Motorcycle Festival, 
of the Avon Valley Mo-
torcycle Friendly Region, 
an initiative encouraging 
motorcycle riders to ex-
perience the Avon Valley 
on two wheels.    

The Shire of York is 
focused on bringing a 
vibrant range of major 
events to visitors and the 
community throughout 
the year.  Events include:

York Motorcycle Festi-
val - 23 April. 

Avon Valley on Two 
Wheels, Motorcycle 
Friendly Region Launch 
- 23 April.

Perth International 
Jazz Festival in York - 26-
28 May.

Vintage Motor Show - 
2 July.

York Festival - 9-10 
September. 

Nature Play Family 
Festival - 7-8 October.

Art and Craft Awards - 
8-16 October.

For further information 
visit www.york.wa.gov.
au

BE SURE to visit his-
toric York for the an-
nual Antique Fair and 
markets at the Town 
Hall and surrounds on 

Easter weekend Sat-
urday 15, Sunday 16 
and Monday 17 April. 
This popular event has 
been on York’s calendar 

since 1988. 
The historic town of 

York is only an hour’s 
drive from Midland and 
Easter is the perfect 

time for a visit to the 
town.

There will be many 
diverse sellers display-
ing goods from bygone 
years from period piec-
es to the very popular 
retro.

There is also a Satur-
day and Sunday Market 
in the Peace Park op-
posite with lots of bric a 
brac in the local shops. 

The event at the Town 
Hall is run by the York 
Friendship Club and 
costs Adults only $5, 
kids are free and once 
again all proceeds go to 
the Fred Hollows Foun-
dation. 

Proudly presented 
by the York Friendship 
Club Inc for various 
charities world wide.

Enquiries phone 9641 
1541 or email crcrecep 
tion@westnet.com.au

York has the best little fair in the westYork - Perth’s historic play-
ground hosts myriad events 

throughout the year

AVON Descent Association is looking for a club or group to be the campsite 
management team at Cobbler Pool.

They would prefer an existing club consisting of 25 to 30 members who are 
available between 4 to 6 August.

They will be in charge of restoring, setting up and managing the Cobbler Pool 
campsite for the Northam Avon Descent Association.

The team’s duties will include helping spectators with general services, taking 
care of the entry gate, traffi  c  ow, pit areas, transport, tents and marquees.

If you are interested, contact media liaison offi  cer Karolina Tanskanen on 0405 
095 233 or email media@avondescent.com.au

Clubs or groups wanted as helpers 
for the Avon Descent

A wide range of accommodation is available throughout the area 
complemented by picnic areas, food and walk trails.

Seasonal fruit can be bought from roadside stalls and during spring 
the area is renowned for its wide range of wild owers.

2017 Spring Flower Festival, Bindoon
Friday 15 - Sunday 17 September, 9am-4pm

Festival programme available on our website.

Chittering Visitor Centre
6180 Great Northern Hwy, Bindoon

Ph 9576 1100  Email bindinfo@iinet.net.au
www.chittering.travel

Just one hour from Perth, travel 
through the rural landscape 

of the historic Chittering Valley 
for a weekend escape or day 

visit to Bindoon. 

HAGN#301-047634

AVON VALLEY

• Comfortable airconditioned motel suites 

• Traditional hotel accommodation

• Excellent conference facilities 

• Restaurant, bistro and public bars 

• Thirsty Camel drive thru bottle shop

• BBQ and swimming pool.

CASTLE HOTEL

95-97 Avon Tce, York  9641 1007
bestyorkpub@castlehotel.com.au  

www.castlehotel.com.au 
Lic No. 6010009910

“The oldest inland Hotel in WA”

HAGN#301-047645

Bakers Hill has its own tavern that refreshes travellers and locals alike.Extensive range of beers 
and popular spirits... Carlton Mid, Black, Cider, Cartlon Dry and Great Northern, VB on tap. 

BAKERS HILL TAVERN

RESTAURANT  TAB  TAVERN

Group lunches 12-2pm and dinners 6-8pm available
  Bookings required for large groups. 

Open 11am - close (12 midnight)   340 Great Eastern Hwy, Bakers Hill  
Ph: 9574 1526   Email: mick.doyle@live.com.au

$15 MEAL 
SPECIALS 

Friday, Saturday, 
and Sunday

PIZZA 
EVENING
Tuesday to 

Sunday

T-BONE 
Wednesday 

$20

Parmy and Pint 
Thursday 

$15

NN

Mother’s Day 
Lunch Special 
enquire within

HAGN#301-047656
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